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Department  of  Education,         } 
'Jackson,  Miss.,  January  6th,  1892.  J 

To  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi : 

•  '  -  : 

I  hereiD  pt6^«nt  the  bienflial  report  of  the  State  Superin- 
tendent of  ^uf)lic  Education  for  the  scholastic  years  1889-^90 
and  1890-^91,  embracing  the  operations  of  the  20th  and  21st  . 
years  of  the  public  school  system  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

EespectfuUy  submitted, 

J.  E.  PRESTON, 
State  Supt.  Pub.  Education. 
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SYNOPSIS  OF  STATISTICS.     . 

FROM  BEGINNING  OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  SYSTEM. 

(tabulate!?  from  department  reports.) 
Number  Pupils  Enrolled. 


Reports  from  52  counties 

Reported  as  an  estimate 

A  fractional  part  of  year,  8  months. . . 
Reports  from  70  counties 


Reports  from  50  counties, 
Reports  from  65  counties. 


Year. 


Reports  from  73  counties. 
Reports  from  66  counties . 
Reports  from  71  counties, 


(Last  y*r  under  per  diem  salary  scheme) 


871 
872 

873 
874 

875 
876 

877 
878 

879 


White. 


66,257 


880 
881 
882 
883 
884 
885 
886 
i886-'7 
i887-'8 
i888-'9 
1889-90 
1890-91 


78,404 
76,026 

84,374 
01,201 

05,957 


Colored. 


45,429 


12,944 
11,655 

04,451 
25,598 
29,203 

42,177 
29,203 

26,919 
47,817 

48,435 
50,868 

54.447 


89,813 
90,178 

77,150 

04.177 
11,796 


Total. 


111,688 
148,000 
80,000 
154.229 
168,217 
166,204 
120,524 
205,978 

217,753 


23,710 

25.633 
09,630 

41,398 

49,373 
54.430 
52,530 
43,825 
62,304 

73,552 
83,290 

73*378 


236,654 
237,288 
214,081 
266,996 
278,576 
296,607 
281,743 

270,734 
310,121 

321,987 

334.158 
327,762 


AVERAGE  ATTENDANCE. 


Scholas- 
tic year. 


1871  .. 

1872  . . 

1873  . . 

1874  . . 

1875  . . 

1876  . . 

1877  . . 

1878  . . 

1879  . . 

1880  .. 

1881  .. 

1882  . . 

1883  ., 

1884  . . 

1885  .. 

1886  .. 
i886-'87 
i887-»88 
i888-'89 

i889-'90 
i890-'9i 


No.  Counties  Re- 
porting. 


All  ^  year. 


52 
74 

70 
74 
50 
65 

74 
74 

74 

73* 

59 

63 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 


74 

75  New  CO.  ad*d. 


Average  No.  days 
Taught. 


no 

"5 
80 


100 
80 

77 

79K 

77}i 

74H 
7S 

79 
76 

77}i 
78 

74 
84 
84 

85 
County. 

82 

S2}i 


White. 


City. 

164 
176 


40,380 

65,384 
52,672 

64,318 

66,381 

72,881 
76,647 

61.738 
68,946 
85,294 

84.347 
84,884 

77,868 

89.933 
90,716 

96,077 
93,282 


Colored. 


66,514 
68,580 
44,627 
71,658 
72,592 

83,880 

85,417 
73,578 

85.517 
99,127 

101,038 

99,134 

85,996 

94,085 

101,710 

111,627 
104,298 


Total. 


90,000 
125,000 
50,500 
08,647 
06,894 

33*964 
97,302 

35,976 

38,973 

66,761 

62,064 

45.316 

54,463 
84,421 

85,385 
84,018 

63,864 
84,018 
92,426 


207,704 
197.581 
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AVERAGE  SALARIES — NUMBER  OF  TEACHERS  EMPLOYED. 


1871. 
1872 

1873. 
1874 

1875. 
1876 

1877. 
1878 

1879 


1880.... 
1881.... 
1882.... 
1883.... 
1884.... 
1885.... 
1886.... 

1 886-,  87 
i887-'88 
i888-'89 

i889-'90 
i890-*9i 


White 


2859 

2973 
2669 

2948 
3255 


Col'd. 


2109 
1005 

1459 
1813 
2112 


White 


Cord. 


$31  37 
34  44 
34  52 
33   97 

33  37 
32  41 


$27  40 
25  24 
24  05 
24  16 

23  20 
22  54 


Both 

Races. 

$30 

00 

30  07 

30  03 

32 

68 

28 

73 

28 

74 

29 

62 

30  37 

30  07 

29 

16 

28 

37 

27 

74 

White 

Cora. 

3250 

2314 

3414 

2644 

2910 

2272 

3598 

2793 

3873 

2933 

4215 

3124 

3840 

3012 

3421 

2692 

3643 

2826 

4018 

3097 

4269 

3222 

4334 

3212 

Total. 


3600 
4800 
1800 

3845 
4968 

3978 
4128 
4761 

5367 


Total. 

5564 
6058 
5182 

6391 
6816 

7339 
6852. 

6113 

6469 

7115 

7491 
7546 


AMOUNT  EXPENDED  ON  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


187I, 
1872. 

1873. 
1874. 

1875 
1876, 

1877. 
1878, 

1879 


1880  .... 

1881  .... 

1882  . . . . 

1883  .  . . . 

1884  . . . . 

1885  .... 
1886..;. 

i886-'87, 
i887-»88, 
i888-'89 

i889-'90 
i890-'9i , 


^  of  a  year. 


50  counties 

65  counties 

Not  full  reports. 
Not  full  reports. 


$         95o,cxx) 

1,136,987 
492,500 

890,072 

985,600 

417,760 

481,215 

592,815 

641,548 


65  counties... 
73  counties... 


73  counties... 


Am't  Collected. 


$ 


739,026 

716,343 
610,285 
830,914 
872,320 
867,396 
838,299 
972,807 
1,118,625 
1,292,273 

1,333,151 
1,304,014 


Am't  Exp'ded- 
$      830,704 

757,757 
610,284 

803,875 

799,932 
840,776 
802,476 

839,797 
962,263 

1,117,111 

1,109,235 
1,169,088 


Stnopsis  of  Statistio8. 


NUMBER  OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


i887-'88 
i888-'89 
i889-'90 
1 890-^9 1 


White. 

Colored. 

3154 
3348 
3430 
3528 

2289 
2429 
2469 

2543 

Total. 


5443 

5777 

5899 
6071 
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SYNOPSIS  OF  STATISTICS  1889-90. 


Auditor's  list  of  educable  children 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled 

Number  in  average  attendance 

Number  teachers  employed 

Number  of  public  schools 

Amount  paid  in  salaries 

Average  monthly  salaries  of  teachers 

Number  of  Institutes  held 

Amount  collected  for  Institutes 

Number  of  teachers  examined 

Number  of  teachers  licensed 

Number  of  first-grade  teachers  employed. . . 
Number  of  second-grade  teachers  employed 
Number  of  third-grade  teachers  employed. . 

Number  of  male  teachers  employed 

Number  of  female  teachers  einployed 

Amount  paid  to  male  teachers 

Amount  paid  to  female  teachers 

Amount  expended  to  each  educable  child . . 
Amount  expended  to  each  pUpil  enrolled. . . 
Amount  expended  to  each  in  average  at- 
tendance   

Total  amount  collected 

Amount  expended 

Balance  carried  forward 


White. 


150,868 

96,077 

4269 

3430 
$  608,859 

33.37 
457 


Colored. 


183,290 

111,627 

3222 

2469 

$346,774$ 
23.20 

382 


$      1767$      1680$ 


3379 
2942 

1161 

166 

1812 

2457 
$  260.934 

347,925 


2667 
458 
1481 
1283 
1896 
1326 
$  216,204 
130.5701 


$ 


ToUl. 


$ 


455^683 

334,158 
207,704 

7491 

5899 

955,633 

28.37 

839 

3447 
7677 

6046 

3400 

2642 

1449 

3718 

3783 

477,138 

478,495 
$2.22 

3.32 

5.35 

1,333,151 
1,109,235 

232,437 


School  Houses. 

Log. 

Frame 

Brick. 

Number  of  school  houses  buitl 

72 

285 

3 
360 

Whole  number  of  school  houses  built 

Average  cost  per  pupil  per  month  in  country,  $0.98. 
Number  of  pupils  to  each  school  (country),  32. 
Number  pupils  to  each  teacher  (country),  26. 
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SYNOPSIS  OF  STATISTICS  iSgo-qi. 


Educable  children  enumerated  by  teachers. . 
Educable   children    reported    by     superin 

tendents  (assessors'  rolls) 

Auditor's  list  of  educable  children  (1890). . . 

Enrollment — number  of  males 

Enrollment — number  of  females 

Total  enrollment 

Average  attendance — males 

Average  attendance  —females 

Total  in  average  attendance 

Number  of  teachers  employed — males 

Number  of  teachers  employed — females ..... 

Whole  number  of  teachers  employed 

First  grade  teachers  employed 

Second  grade  teachers  employed 

Third  grade  teachers  employed 

Whole  number  of  teachers  (by  grades) 

Number  of  public  schools • 

Average  salaries  of  teachers  in  country. . . . 
Amount  paid  in  salaries  to  teachers — males. 
Amount  paid  in  salaries  to  teachers — females 
Whole  amount  paid  teachers 


Average  number  of  days  taught 

Number  of  institutes  held 

Amount  collected  for  institutes 

Number  of  teachers  examined  (Fall) 

Number  examined  (Spring) 

Whole  number  examined 

Number  of  teachers  licensed 

Number  of  houses  built  (log) 

Number  of  houses  built  (frame) , .,,, 

Number  of  houses  built  (brick) 

Whole  number  of  houses  built 

Average  monthly  salaries  paid  teachers — 
males 

Average  monthly  salaries  paid  teachers — 
females 

Average  monthly  salaries  paid  both  sexes. . . 

Per  cent,  of  educable  children  enrolled 

Per  cent,  of  educable  children  in  average  at- 
tendance  

Per  cent  of  country  children  enrolled 

Per  cent,  of  country  children  in  average  at- 
tendance  


White. 


195,016 
206,608 


Colored. 


236,829 
291,014 


80,067 
74,410 

154,447 
46,997 

46,285 

93f282 

1,684 

2,650 

4*334 
3,170 
1,017 

147 
4,334 

-.     3,528 
$    30  4i|$ 
251,197 

369,632 

620,829 

Country. 

82^ 

547 
$     2,127 


4,066 


PRIVATE  SCHOOI^. 


(Includes  all  schools  whose  terms  extend  be* 
yond  the  public  term.) 

Number  in  State. 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled 


$    32  62 

30  18 

31  32 
75 

45 


463 
20,436 


85,411 

87.967 

173,378 

50,891 

53,406 

104,298 

1,835 
1,377 
3,212 

550 
1,506 
1,156 
3,212 

2,543 
22  54$ 
212,495 
130,863 

342,358 
Cities. 

176 

427 
$     1,997 


3,165 


Total. 


$    27  00 

21  50 

24  25 

59 

36 


76 
2,770 


431,845 

497,622 

500,233 

165,478 

162,377 

327,762 

97,888 

99,691 

197,581 

3,519 

4,027 

7,546 
3,720 

2,523 
1,303 
7,546 
6,071 

27  74 
463,692 

400,495 
964,187 


974 
4,120 

5,521 

3,274 

8,795 

7,231 

68 

276 

6 

350 


$   30  05 

27  23 

28  35 
65.4 

39.5 
67 

40 


$ 


539 
23,206 
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Amount  spent  per  capita  to  each  educable  child $      2  34 

Amonnt  spent  per  capita  to  each  enrolled 3  54 

Amount  spent  per  capita  to  each  in  average  attendance 5  93 

Number  of  pupils  studying  in  each  branch ; 

Spelling 251,320 

Reading 241,515 

Geography io7»5i5 

Arithmetic 159*367 

Mental  Arithmetic 68, 148 

Grammar 86,853 

Composition 36,240 

United  States  History 58,400 

Physiology I7>96i 

Natural  Philosophy 1 1,022 

N  umber  of  pupils  in  average  attendance  to  each  teacher  (country)  24 

Number  of  pupils  in  average  attendance  to  each  school  (country).  29 

Average  cost  per  pupil  per  month  (country) $      i  09 

FINANCIAL. 

Total  receipts $    1,304,014 

Total  disbursements 1, 169,088 

Balance  carried  forward 143, 177 

Amount  of  outstanding  school  warrants 78,889 

Amount  received  from  interest  or  rent  of  i6th  sections 32*973 

Amount  of  i6th  section  fund  held  by  counties  (Choctaw) 162,839 

Assessed  valuation  of  the  State,  1891,  (real  and  personal) 167,109,503 

White.     Colored.     Total. 
Population  of  the  State  (U.  S.  Census,  1890) ..  539,703     747,720    1,287,423 
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SYNOPSIS  OF  STATISTICS 

— OF — 

SEPARATE  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS. 


Number  of  educable  children 

Number  of  Pupils  enrolled  (male)  . . . . 
Number  of  pupils  enrolled  (female). . . 

Total  number  of  pupils  enrolled 

Average  attendance  Tmales) 

Average  attendance  (females) 

Total  average  attendance 

Number  of  teachers  employed  (male) . 
Number  of  teachers  employed  (female) 

Total  number  of  teachers  employed. 

Average  number  of  days  taught 

Average  monthly  salaries  (males) 

Average  monthly  salaries  (females). . . . 

Total  average  salaries 

Am't  paid  in  salaries  to  teachers  (male) 
Am't  paid  to  teachers  (female) 

Total  salaries  paid  teachers 

Expended  to  each  educable  child 

Expended  to  each  enrolled 

Expended  to  each  in  av'ge  attendance. 
No.  pupils  in  av*ge  attendance  to  each 

teacher 

Cost  per  month  for  each  pupil  in  av'ge 
attendance 


White. 


21,688 

5»9i7 
6,436 

12,353 
4,018 

4,635 

8,653 

62 

237 
298 


Colored. 


$         80  63 

32  75 
46  06 

43^793  00 

77,239  00 

121,212  00 


21,812 
4,362 

5,331 

9,693 

2,785 

3,525 
6,310 

52 

"5 
167 


$ 


42  60 

23  70 

27  05 

17,496 

23,967  00 

41,463  00 


Total. 


43,500 
10,279 

11,766 

22,046 

6,803 

8,160 

14,963 
114 

352 

465 
176 


$         39  25 

61,289  00 

101,206  00 

162,495  00 

5  25 

8  46 

12  97 


32 
I  23 


Per  cent,  of  educable  children  in  schools,  50. 
Per  cent,  in  average  attendance,  34 


NUMBER  PUPILS  STUDYING  EACH  BRANCH. 


Spelling 118,143 

Reading   18,027 

Geography 12,052 

Arithmetic 16,53c 

Mental  Arithmetic I  9,957 


Grammar 

Composition  .... 
U.  S.  History... 

Physiology 

Nat.' Philosophy. 


9,983 
6,584 
5,850 

2,442 
1,110 


Value  of  School  buildings  and  sites . . . .  , 
Value  of  schoo}  furniture  and  apparatus , 
Assessed  valuation  of  all  property 


$  498,625 

38,425 
.  39,190,554 


Report  of  Superintendent. 


Progress  has  been  made  all  along  the  line  of  public  educa- 
tion during  the  past  two  years.       , 

Comparing  the  last  year  of  this  biennial  report  with  the 
last  year  of  the  preceding  report— 1890-'91  with  1888-'89— 
the  following  facts  appear: 

1.  An  increase  in  enrolment  of  5,776.  The  whites  gained 
6,012  and  the  colored  decreased  174. 

2.  An  increase  in  average  attendance  of  6,156,  about 
equally  divided  between  the  races. 

3.  Increase  in  white  teachers,  816 ;  in  colored  teachers, 
115. 

4.  Increase  in  first  grade  white  teachers,  762  ;  in  colored, 
166. 

5.  Increase  in  salaries  of  white  teachers,  $81,429 ;  of  col- 
ored, $2,090. 

6.  Number  of  school-houses  built,  710. 

7.  Increase  in  number  of  schools,  294. 

8.  Increase  in  number  of  high  schools,  70. 

9.  Increase  in  amount  received  for  public  schools,  $11,741. 

10.  Increase  in  amount  expended  on  public  schools,  $61,- 
978. 

11.  Increase  in  amount  paid  in  teachers'  salaries,  $88,519. 

12.  Aberdeen  has  erected  and  equipped  a  public  school 
building  at  a  cost  of  $85,000 ;  Okolona,  $25,000 ;  Tupelo, 
$15,000;  Yazoo  City,  $25,000;  Brookhaven,  $12,000;  Crys- 
tal Springs,  $10,000  ;  Winona,  $10,000  ;  Columbus,  $16,000. 

Total  expended  in  these  eight  towns  for  buildings  $148,- 
000. 

Amount  expended  on  country  school-houses,  $175,000. 

In  addition  to  these  many  smaller  towns  like  Eupora^  En- 
terprise and  Columbia  have  erected  excellent  houses,  costing 
from  $2000  to  $3000. 

These  facts  show  a  remarkable  growth  in  public  education. 
The  people  are  taking  a  firm  hold  on  the  school  system. 
The  masses  are  manifesting  an  eagerness  for  education 
which  foreshadows  higher  achievements.  Our  colleges  and 
high   schools   have   been   full    to  overflowing;   our  forty- 
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three  separate  school  districts  have  been  taxed  to  their  at- 
most  capacity ;  many  of  our  country  schools  have  been 
calling  for  more  assistants.  An  educational  era  is  upon  the 
State.  Our  State  institutions  and  denominational  colleges 
are  providing  for  the  wants  of  those  who  seek  collegiate 
education  ;  our  220  high  schools  and  48  schools  in  separate 
school  districts,  are  providing  preparatory  facilities  such  as 
never  existed  before  in  the  State.  There  are  very  few  coun- 
ties where  a  boy  or  girl  cannot  be  prepared  to  enter  college, 
or  obtain  a  fair  education,  sufficient  to  meet  the  duties  of  life. 
Facilities  in  these  lines  are  now  supplied. 

If  we  look  back  five  years  and  note  that  176  high  schools 
and  thirty-five  separate  school  district  systems  have  sprung 
up  within  that  period,  if  "we  observe  the  character  of  build- 
ings, the  equipments  in  patent  desks,  blackboards  and  appa* 
ratus,  the  quality  of  instructors,  and  the  enthusiasm  among 
pupils  and.  patrons,  we  must  admit  that  substantial  growth 
has  taken  place  in  the  educational  matters  of  Mississippi. 

This  growth  is  not  fortuitous.  It  runs  on  a  parallel  with 
the  money  expended.  Our  expenditures  have  increased 
about  44  per  cent,  in  the  last  five  years ;  while  the  average 
length  of  the  term  in  the  country  has  increased  10  per  cent, 
and  the  highest  enrolment  20  per  cent. 

The  system  of  public  schools  costs  to-day  practicably  the 
same  per  month  as  it  did  five  years  ago. 

The  increase  of  expenditures  within  that  period  being  44 
per  cent,  represents  the  substantial  advance  of  the  cause  in 
the  matter  of  funds ;  but  to  measure  the  increased  effective- 
ness of  the  system  we  must  take  into  consideration  the  in- 
creased length  of  term,  the  improved  condition  of  buildings 
and  equipments,  the  better  qualification  of  teachers,  and  the 
superior  advantages  given  by  the  high  schools. 

A  decade  ago  the  most  sanguine  advocate  of  public  educa- 
tion did  not  hope  that  the  system  could  in  ten  years  achieve 
what  the  statistics  of  this  year  show. 

In  the  higher  lines  of  the  work  we  are  well  advanced.  The 
forces  are  at  work  that  will  unify  and  harmonize  the  demand 
and  supply  in  these  lines. 

The  school  law  of  1886  pruned  off  the  dead  branches,  and 
set  the  grafts  which  to-day  show  such  vigorous  growth. 

The  work  before  the  State  to-day  is  the  development  of 
the  country  schools.  The  separate  school  districts,  the  high 
schools  and  colleges  are  on  advanced  grounds  where  they  can 
take  care  of  themselves.  They  are  centres  of  educational 
activity.  Their  stimulating  example  and  power  will  reach 
the  remotest  rural  districts,  and  largely  assist  in  the  devel- 
ment  of  their  schools. 

At  least  four-fifths  of  the  children  of  the  State  receive  in 
the  country  schools  all  the  instruction  they  ever  get. 
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To  make  our  country  schools  effective  is  the  educational 
problem  to  which  our  best  efforts  must  be  directed.  To  do 
this  the  terms  must  be  lengthened,  better  teachers  must  be 
employed,  and  parents  must  be  aroused  to  the  necessity,  of 
sending  their  children  more  regularly  to  school. 

Public  education  has  won  the  approv.al  and  endorsement 
of  a  great  majority  of  the  people  of  Mississippi.  It  has  won 
the  victory  over  prejudice,  over  poverty,  over  the  opposition 
engendered  by  our  large  negro  population  who  pay  little 
tax,  and  whose  schools  are  a  heavy  burden  on  the  property 
owners  of  the  State. 

There  are  some  whose  prejudices  still  bias  their  judgment, 
and  these  oppose  public  schools.  Happily  their  number  is 
rapidly  diminishing,  and  the  mass  of  the  people  are  begin- 
ning in  earnest  to  back  the  public  school  with  their  brains, 
their  money,  and  their  personal  influence. 

The  discovery  has  been  made  that  through  the  well  organ- 
ized public  school  the  best  and  cheapest  education  can  be 
given,  and  the  voice  of  the  opponent  is  fast  coming  to  be 
regarded  as  the  futile  fuss  of  the  chronic  grumbler. 

Not  that  our  people  are  satisfied  with  what  has  been  done 
or  with  what  the  schools  to-day  are  doing ;  but  they  have  a 
well  founded  faith  that  public  schools  can  be  made  the  best, 
and  that  they  are  capable  of  making  them  so. 

The  people  of  our  towns  have  taken  the  matter  in  hand ; 
the  town  schools  are  on  the  highway  of  prosperity. 

It  remains  for  the  people  of  the  country  to  put  their 
shoulders  to  the  wheel ;  when  they  do,  the  success  of  the 
rural  school  is  assured. 

SOHOOL  FINANCES. 

The  school  fund  has  been  managed  on  business  principles 
in  nearly  every  county.  The  amendment  of  1890  making 
county  superintendents  liable  for  over-issue  of  the  school 
fund  has  resulted  in  the  maintenance  of  the  schools  on  a  cash 
basis  in  all  counties  except  Hinds,  Calhoun,  Holmes,  Lauder- 
dale, Lawrence.  In  these  counties  the  law  was  evaded  by 
not  issuing  the  pay  certificates  beyond  the  amount  of  the 
fund.  The  debt  incurred  was  met  by  special  levy  in  Hinds, 
Lauderdale  and  Lawrence.  In  Calhoun  a  portion  only  was 
paid,  and  a  special  levy  will  be  required  next  fall  to  liquidate 
the  balance. 

In  Holmes  I  am  informed  that  many  of  the  teachers  of 
summer  schools  were  not  paid  for  the  third  and  fourth 
months.  The  amount  of  the  indebtedness  is  not  given,  and 
cannot  be  ascertained  without  a  special  registration  of  the 
monthly  reports  of  the  teachers  who  hold  the  claims. 
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In  Bolivar  ooirnty  the  treasurer  failed  to  make  bis  annual 
report  and  the  exact  condition  of  the  school  iund  conld  not 
be  ascertained.  For  the  past  two  years  this  department  has 
fiEkiled  to  get  a  satisfactory  statement  from  the  connty  treas- 
nrer  of  Bolivar. 

In  Wayne  county  there  was  a  discrepancy  of  $398.94  he- 
tween  the  reports  of  *tbe  treasurer  and  superintendent,  and 
later  advices  from  the  county  place  the  present  discrepaney 
at  nearly  $700. 

The  amount  of  unpaid  school  warrants  reported  is  $78,- 
889.  This  debt  was  incurred  mainly  for  the  years  prior  to 
1890,  and  by  the  special  levies  made  to  liquidate  it,  will  be 
reduced  to  an  insignificant  sum  by  the  end  of  the  present 
scholastic  year. 

The  more  favored  counties  carried  over  in  the  aggregate 
$143,177  of  surplus,  and  many  of  them  will  be  enabled  to 
extend  their  terms  tiiis  year. 

So,  practically  speaking,  all  the  counties  will  begin  under 
the  new  Constitution  absolutely  free  of  debt.  The  law 
should  be  so  framed  as  to  prevent  any  county  from  incur- 
ring a  debt  on  aocoimt  of  schools,  and  the  salaries  of  all 
teachers  should  be  paid  in  cash. 

COMMON   SCHOOL  FUND. 

By  the  new  Constitution  (1890)  the  State  has  assumed  to 
maintain  all  the  public  schools  for  the  period  of  four  months 
each  year. 

As  we  have  no  permanent  school  fund,  the  burden  as- 
sumed will  be  a  heavy  one  upon  the  property  of  the  State. 
The  fund  will  consist  of  the  poll  tax  of  two  dollars,  and  an 
additional  sum  from  State  taxation  sufficient  in  the  aggre- 
gate to  maintain  all  the  schools  four  months  each  year. 

To  maintain  the  schools  in  their  present  state  of  efficiency 
will  require  $850,000.  It  is  estimated  that  the  polls  will 
amount  to  $260,(>00.  If  so,  it  will  require  a  direct  State 
tax  of  three  and  a  half  (3})  mills  to  make  up  the  fund. 

From  the  last  report  of  the  United  States  Commissioner  of 
Education  (1888-^89)  it  appears  that  only  seven  States  expend 
more  on  public  schools  tiian  Mississippi  in  proportion  to  as- 
sessed weiedth.  Mississippi  expends  the  equivalent  of  7.8  mills, 
leading  all  the  southern  States  except  West  Virginia,  with 
Arkansas  next  at  5.8  mills,  and  Texas  at  4.8  mills.  The  four 
leading  States  are  Iowa,  12.3  mills ;  Illinois,  14.4  mills ;  E^an- 
sas,  14.3  mills ;  Nebraska,  18.7  mills.  The  average  in  the 
United  States  is  5.6  mills. 

In  the  north  Atlantic  States,  t.  e.  in  New  England  and  the 
Middle  States,  the  average  is  4.4  mills.    In  Massachusetts  it 
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is  8.8  mills ;  and  in  New  York  4.5  mills ;  which  shows  that 
we  are  doing  twice  as  mnch  as  Massaohnsetts,  and  nearly 
twice  as  much  as  New  York,  in  proportion  to  onr  means. 

Under  the  new  constitution  the  State  support  to  be  raised 
by  direct  levy  of  tax  will  about  equal,  in  the  number  of  mills 
levied,  the  rate  represented  by  the  total  expenditure  in  Mas- 
sachusetts or  New  York.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Missis- 
sippi has  carried  the  principle  of  taxation  for  schools  to  a 
limit  beyond  that  of  most  States  in  the  Union. 

The  contrast  becomes  more  striking  when  we  take  into 
consideration  the  fact  that  Mississippi  is  the  lowest  State  in 
per  capita  wealth,  having  only  $124  per  head,  as  against  $180 
in  the  two  Carolinas,  which  are  next  lowest;  and  against 
$918  in  Massachusetts,  $606  in  New  York,  and  $951  in  Cali- 
fornia, which  is  highest. 

If  local  taxation  be  stimulated  under  the  new  constitution 
to  a  degree  commensjirate  with  the  State  support  of  four 
months,  we  may  in  the  near  future  expect  revenues  sufficient 
to  maintain  all  our  schools  for  an  average  term  of  six  months 
a  year. 

The  counties  should  be  required  to  levy  at  least  one-fourth 
as  much  as  they  receive  from  the  State,  so  that  the  minimum 
term  would  be  five  months. 

A  general  impression  prevails  that  great  inequalities  of  tax 
and  revenue  will  result  from  the  operation  of  the  new  con- 
stitution. While  the  effect  of  State  support  for  four  months 
cannot  be  exactly  determined,  it  is  my  opinion  that  no  exces- 
sive burdens  will  be  imposed  on  any  portion  of  the  State^ 
and  that  the  separate  school  districts  will  find  that  but  slight 
increase  of  tax  will  be  necessary  to  maintain  their  schools  in 
the  present  state  of  efficiency. 

The  success  of  a  public  school  system  is  generally  propor- 
tionate to  the  amount  of  local  financial  support,  and  that 
State  support  is  best  which  promotes  the  highest  degree  of 
local  effort. 

The  State  has  gone  very  far  on  this  line,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  stimulus  to  local  effort  will  produce  equiva- 
lent activity  on  the  part  of  our  counties  and  separate  school 
districts.  We  cannot  hope  to  educate  the  children  of  the 
State  with  less  than  six  months  of  public  schools  every  year. 

XVT.   SECTIONS. 

By  persistent  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  State  Superinten- 
dent of  Education,  complete  reports  of  the  sixteenth  section 
fund  have  been  obtained  from  most  of  the  counties  outside 
of  the  Chickasaw  cession. 

In  several  counties  no  reports  could  be  made,  as  the  funds 
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had  been  relegated  to  the  custody  of  township  trustees,  with 
whom  the  department  has  no  direct  communication. 

The  funds  reported  aggregate  $162,889,  and  the  interest 
on  these  funds  added  to  the  rentals  of  sixteenth  sections 
amounts  to  $82,978  per  annum ;  this  last  sum  being  the  total 
amount  accruing  for  annual  use  from  the  once  magnificent 
bequest  of  661,000  acres  set  apart  by  the  general  govern- 
ment  for  the  education  of  children  of  the  Choctaw  counties. 

The  receipts  are  less  than  five  cents  per  acf  e — less  than 
five  per  cent  of  a  fund  which  might  have  been  created  by 
selling  the  land  at  one  dollar  per  acre. 

This  lamentable  squandering  of  the  children's  heritage  is 
a  lasting  shame  to  our  State. 

In  the  Chickasaw  cession  the  lands  amounted  to  nearly 
175,000  acres,  and  were  sold  by  the  State  at  $6.00  per  acre. 
The  State  holds  in  trust  the  Chickasaw  fund  and  pays  six 
per  cent,  interest  thereon.  Thus  the  children  of  the  Chicka- 
saw cession  are  deriving  seven  times  as  much  benefit  from 
their  sixteenth  sections  as  the  children  of  the  rest  of  the 
State.  Their  fund  will  enable  them  to  have  one  month's 
longer  term  annually. 

As  the  new  Constitution  (1890)  requires  an  investigation 
into  the  titles  of  all  sixteenth  sections  in  the  State,  it  is 
deemed  proper  to  insert  in  this  report  the  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  also  extracts  from  acts  of  Congress  bearing 
upon  the  subject  of  these  lands. 

SECTION   211    OF   THE   CONSTITUTION   (1890). 

'<  The  Legislature  shall  enact  such  laws  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  ascertain  the  true  condition  of  the  title  to  the  six- 
teenth sections  of  land  in  this  State,  or  land  granted  in  lieu 
thereof  in  the  Choctaw  purchase ;  and  shall  provide  that  the 
sixteenth  section  lands  reserved  for  the  support  of  township 
schools  shall  not  be  sold,  nor  shall  they  be  leased  for  a 
longer  term  than  ten  years  for  a  gross  sum;  but  the  Legis- 
lature may  provide  for  the  lease  of  any  of  said  lands  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  twenty-five  years  for  a  ground  rental, 
payable  annually,  and  in  case  of  uncleared  lands,  may  lease 
them  for  such  short  term  as  may  be  deemed  proper  in  consid- 
eratioir*  of  the  improvement  thereof,  with  right  thereafter 
to  lease  for  a  term,  or  to  hold  on  payment  of  ground  rent." 

SIXTEENTH   SECTIONS   IN  TOWNSHIPS. 

(Compiled  by  Hon,  T,  S.  Gathright,  Slate  Superintendent.) 

By  the  twelfth  section  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 
1803,  regulating  the  grant  and  disposal  of  lands  south  of  the 


Supbbintindent's  Keport.  17 

Tennessee,  the  section  number  16,  in  each  township,  ^'  is  re« 
served  for  the  support  of  schools  within  the  same,"  and 
'*  thirty-six  sections,  to  be  located  in  one  body,  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  for  the  use  of  Jefferson  College," 
and  also  town  lots  in  Natchez,  not  exceeding  two,  and  an 
outlet  adjoining  that  place,  not  exceeding  thirty  acres,  to  be 
located  by  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  for  the  same  use. 

By  the  sixth  section  of  an  amendment  to  that  Act  of 
April  21,  1806,  "  whenever  the  section  number  sixteen  shall 
fall  upon  land  already  granted,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury shall  locate  another  section  in  the  same  or  adjoining 
township,  in  lieu  thereof,  for  the  use  of  schools." 

"  The  sixteenth  section "  was  also  reserved  in  the  lands 
obtained  from  the  Choctaw  Indians  in  1805,  as  appears  from 
the  fifth  section  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  31,  1808, 
on  the  subject  of  their  regulation  and  disposal. 

OHIOKASAW   OESSION   SCHOOL   LANDS. 

By  the  second  section  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  July  4, 
1836,  concerning  the  lands  obtained  from  the  Chickasaw  In- 
dians, under  the  treaty  of  cession  of  October  20,  1832,  "  a 
quantity  of  land,  equal  to  one-tbirty-sixth  part  of  the  lands 
ceded  by  them,  within  the  State  of  Mississippi,  was  reserved 
for  public  schools,  to  be  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  out  of  any  public  lands  remaining  unsold,  contig- 
uous to  the  ceded  lands." 

Subsequently  an  Act  of  Congress  of  June  30,  1842,  pro- 
vided in  its  first  section,  for  the  selection,  *'  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Governor  of  Mississippi,  of  such  sections  or 
lands,  out  of  any  public  lands  remaining  unsold  in  the  State, 
contigious  to  the  lands  ceded  by  the  Chickasaws." 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS. 

The  Act  of  Congress  of  May  20,  1826,  makes  the  follow- 
ing provisions  concerning  the  reserved  sixteenth  sections, 
which  are  applicable  to  each  State  where  the  public  lands, 
or  lands  of  the  United  States,  existed  : 

Section  1.  "  To  make  provisions  for  the  support  of 
schools  in  all  townships,  or  fractional  townships,  for  which 
no  land  has  been  heretofore  appropriated  for  that  use,  in 
those  States  in  which  section  number  sixteen,  or  other  land 
equivalent  thereto,  is  by  law  directed  to  be  reserved  for  the 
support  of  schools,  in  each  township  there  shall  be  reserved 
and  appropriated,  for  the  use  of  schools,  in  each  entire 
township,  or  fractional  township,  for  which  no  land  has 
been  heretofore  appropriated  or  granted  for  that  purpose, 
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the  following  qnantites  of  land^  to-wit :  for  each  township, 
or  fractional  township,  containing  a  greater  quantity  of 
land  than  three-quarters  of  an  entire  town  sip,  one  section ; 
for  a  fractional  township,  containing  a  greater  quantity  of 
land  than  one-half,  and  not  more  than  three-quarters  of  a 
township,  three-quarters  of  a  section ;  for  a  fractional  town- 
ship, containing  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than  one-quarter, 
and  not  more  than  one-half  of  a  township,  one-half  section ; 
and  for  a  fractional  township,  containing  a  greater  quantity 
of  land  than  one  entire  section,  and  not  more  than  one-quar- 
ter of  a  township,  one  quarter  section  of  land. 

Seo.  2.  '^  The  aforesaid  tracts  of  land  shall  be  selected  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  out  of  any  unappropriated 
public  land,  within  the  land  district  where  the  township,  for 
which  any  tract  is  selected,  may  be  situated ;  and,  when  so 
selected,  shall  be  held  by  the  same  tenure,  and  upon  the 
same  terms,  for  the  support  of  schools  in  such  township  as 
section  number  sixteen  is,  or  may  be,  held,  in  the  State 
where  such  township  shall  be  situated." 

ACTS     OF      OONGBESS     AUTHORIZING    THE     SALS     OR     LEASE     OF 
SOHOOL   LANDS   IN   MISSISSIPPI,   MAY    19,    1852. 

Section  1.  ^^  The  Legislature  of  the  State  ot  Mississippi 
shall  be,  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  sell  and  convey,  in  fee 
simple,  or  lease  for  a  term  of  years,  as  the  said  Legislature 
may  deem  best,  all,  or  any  part  of  the  lands  heretofore  re- 
served and  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  use  of  schools, 
within  said  State,  and  to  invest  the  money  arising  from 
such  sales  as  said  Legislature  may  direct,  for  the  use  and 
support  of  schools,  within  the  several  townships  and  dis- 
tricts of  country,  for  which  they  were  originally  reserved 
and  set  apart,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatever ; 
provided,  said  lands,  or  any  pai*t  thereof,  shall  in  no  case  be 
sold  or  leased  without  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of 
such  township  or  district,  to  be  obtained  in  such  manner  as 
the  Legislature  of  said  State  may  by  law  direct.  And  pro- 
vided further,  That  in  all  cases,  the  money  arising  from  the 
sales  of  lands,  within  a  particular  township  and  district, 
shall  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  schools,  within  that 
township  and  district. 

Seo.  2.  "That  sales  heretofore  made  by  the  authority  of 
the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  of  lands  reserved  and  appro- 
priated as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  ratified  and  approved,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  to  the  same  extent  as  if  this  act  had  been 
in  force  at  the  time  of  said  sales.'' 

The  second  section  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  8, 
1857,  concerning  the  Choctaw  Cession,  is  confirmatory  of  the 
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foregoiDg  provision,  in  these  terms :  That  the  Act  of  May 
19,  1862,  hereinbefore  recited,  be  so  constraed  as  to  apply  to 
lands  heretofore  reserved  for  school  purposes  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi. 

GHIOKASAW  80H00L  LANDS. 

By  the  Act  of  February  23,  1848,  the  Sixteenth  Section 
Lands,  arising  from  the  Chickasaw  Cession,  were  authorized 
to  be  leased,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  public  auction,  for 
ninety-nine  years,  '^renewable  to  the  lessee,  his  heirs  and 
assigns  forever,''  and  those  not  sold  at  public  sale,  to  be  sub- 
ject to  entry  or  private  sale.  Directions  were  given  for  the 
mode  of  transfer,  accounting  for,  and  payment  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  State,  on  these  sales  and  leases.  Some  special 
pre-emptions  were  given  by  law. 

Under  this  Act  a  report  was  made  by  General  Bell,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  November  26,  1861,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
the  State,  or  schools  of  the  Chickasaw  Cession,  were  entitled 
to  174,666  acres,  and  had  received  from  the  United 
States  173,827  acres,  leaving  the  selection  of  728  acres, 
made  by  the  State,  yet  to  be  confirmed  and  patented.  It 
does  not  appear  from  the  records  that  this  remainder  has 
been  obtained  from  the  United  States. 

Snbseqaent  to  that  report,  there  are  only  occasional  brief 
reports,  or  notices,  and  data,  from  which  the  condition  of 
these  reservations  can  be  obtained.  The  plats  and  record 
of  the  land  remain  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
approximate  accaracy  can  be  gained  from  them,  of  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  this  reservation. 

The  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  made  Janaary  23, 
1864,  January  14,  1866,  and  November  16,  1869,  show  more 
in  detail  and  specification,  the  condition  of  the  swamp  and 
overflowed  lands,  donated  by  Congress  up  to  the  latter  date. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  January  23,  1864,  that 
1,702,066  acres,  of  such  lands,  had  been  confirmed  to  the 
State,  at  that  time,  of  which  649,422  acres  had  been  sold, 
and  1,162,617  acres  remained  unsold,  whilethe  selections  of 
other  lands,  of  that  character,  had  not  been  confirmed  at 
that  date. 

The  report  of  November  16, 1869,  shows  that  246,966  acres 
of  this  land  remained  vacant  and  undisposed  of. 

No  further  reports,  prior  to  the  war,  have  been  found,  and 
the  investigation  has  not  been  pursued  during  that  period,  on 
the  presumption  that  these  donations  of  the  United  Stateb 
could  not  legally  be  disposed  of  during  that  time.  No  in- 
vestigation has  been  made,  nor  action  had,  by  the  officers, 
concerning  these  lands,  since  that  date. 
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Tbe  Act  of  Congress  of  September  4,  1841,  under  which  a 
certain  per  centum  of  tbe  sales  of  public  lands,  in  this  State, 
were  granted  to  it  ''withoot  condition  of  application/'  and, 
by  the  eighth  section  of  said  Act,  500,000  acres,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  internal  improyement^  has  mainly  spent  its  force  by 
the  exhanstion  and  loss  ot  the  donation.  Nearly  21,000 
acres  of  the  land  dedicated  for  internal  improvement,  is  all 
that  yet  remains  of  this  manificent  beqaest. 

From  the  original  purport  of  this  grant,  some  question 
may  arise,  whether  the  dedication  of  the  proceeds,  for  pub- 
lic schools,  in  the  constitution,  is  within  the  conditions  of 
the  grant. 

A  greater  difficulty  may,  however,  arise,  in  the  disposi- 
tion of  these,  with  the  swamp  lands,  by  the  Legislature,  to 
purposes  other  than  tbe  endowment  for  schools,  or  by  any 
diminution  of  tbe  dedicated  proceeds  beyond  their  real 
value.  The  donation  of  the  swamp  lands,  by  Congress,  was 
restricted  to  the  objects  of  tbe  drainage,  and  tbe  redemption 
of  overflowed  lands,  that  were  the  subject  of  the  grant. 
The  use  for  schools  would  be  restricted'  by  tbe  limits  of  the 
Congressional  conditions,  and  after  dedication  of  the  pro- 
ceeds, by  the  constitution,  the  grant,  at  a  merely  nominal 
price,  deprives  tbe  common  schools  of  all  the  real  value  of 
the  dedication. 

SWAMP  LANDS. 

The  Act  of  Congress  of  September  28,  1860,  furnished  the 
following  basis,  under  which  the  selection  has  been  made  in 
Mississippi,  of  this  class  of  lands  : 

Section  1.  To  enable  the  State  of  Arkansas  to  construct 
the  necessary  levees  and  drains,  to  reclaim  the  swamp  and 
overflowed  lands  therein;  the  whole  of  these  swamp  and 
overflowed  lands  made  unfit  thereby  for  cultivation,  which 
shall  remain  unsold  at  the  passage  of  this  Act,  shall  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby  granted  to  said  State. 

Sko.  2.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable  alter  the  passage  of 
this  act,  to  make  out  an  accurate  list  and  plats  of  the  lands, 
described  as  aforesaid,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and,  at  the  request  of  said 
Governor,  cause  a  patent  to  be  issued  to  the  State  therefor ; 
and,  on  that  patent,  the  fee  simple  to  said  land  shall  vest  in 
iLe  State  of  Arkansas,  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  legisla- 
ture thereof  ;  provided,  however.  That  the  proceeds  of  said  land, 
whether  from  sale  or  direct  appropriation,  in  kind,  shall  be 
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applied  exclusively,  so  far  as  necessary  to  the  purpose  of  re- 
claimiDg  said  lands,  by  means  of  the  levees  and  drains^  afore- 
said. 

Seo.  3.  '*  That  in  making  out  a  list  and  plats  of  the  land 
aforesaid,  all  legal  subdivisions,  the  greater  part  of  which  is 
wet  and  unfit  for  cultivation,  shall  be  included  in  said  list 
and  plats  ;  but  where  the  greater  part  of  a  subdivision  is  not 
of  that  character  the  whole  of  it  shall  be  excluded  therefrom. 

Slc.  4.  **  That  the  provisions  of  this  act  be  extended  to, 
and  their  benefits  be  conferred  upon,  each  of  the  other  States 
of  the  Union  in  which  such  swamp  and  overflowed  lands, 
known  or  designated  as  aforesaid,  may  be  situated.'' 

By  an  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1866,  entitled,  '*  For 
the  relief  of  purchasers  and  locators  of  swamp  and  over- 
flowsd  lands,"  such  purchasers  and  locators,  or  pre-emptors, 
are  protected  from  the  grant  to  the  States,  when  made  prior 
to  the  patents  or  deeds  to  the  States,  and  the  price  of  the 
lands  is  given  to  the  State  in  lieu  of  the  land ;  or  if  the  lands 
had  been  located  by  warrant  or  scrip,  the  like  quantity  may 
be  located  by  the  State.  This  provision  has,  however,  now 
undoubtedly  spent  its  force  and  need  not  be  republished. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1867,  the  selections  of 
swamp  and  overflowed  lands  under  the  recited  act  of  Sep- 
tember 28,  1860  ;  also,  an  act  of  March  2, 1849,  entitled,  *'An 
act  to  aid  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  draining  swamp  lands 
therein,"  (which  is  of  similar  tenor  and  language  and  of  the 
same  effect),  "  as  before  that  time,"  made  and  reported  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  so  far  as  vacant 
and  unappropriated  and  not  interfered  with  by  actnal  settle- 
ment, are  confirmed  and  directed  to  be  patented  to  the  States. 

THE   university   OF   MISSISSIPPI. 

The  original  endowment  for  this  university  was  made  by 
the  following  grant,  under  an  act  of  Congress  of  February 
20,  1819 : 

Seo.  2.  "  In  addition  to  the  township  of  land  granted  for 
the  support  of  Jefferson  College,  there  shall  be  granted  in 
said  Stote,  another  township  or  quantity  of  land  equal  thereto 
to  be  located  in  tracts  of  not  less  than  four  entire  sections 
each,  which  shall  be  vested  in  the  legislature  of  said  State, 
in  trust,  for  the  support  of  a  seminary  of  learning  therein." 

By  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Mississippi,  ot  March  2, 
1833,  authority  was  given  for  the  sale  of  this  land,  and  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  were  to  be  collected  by  the  Auditor, 
and  invested  in  the  stock  of  the  Planters'  Bank. 

By  section  ten  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  Mississippi 
of  February  20,  1840,  "  all  sums  of  money  belonging,  or 
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hereafter  accruiDg  to  the  Beminary  fund,  are  hereby  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  the  University  of  Mississippi/'  The 
funds  for  the  University,  and  also  from  the  sales  or  leases  of 
the  sixteenth  section  lands,  were  authorized  to  be  invested 
in  the  bank  stock  of  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Mississippi.  The 
amounts  so  invested  have,  of  course,  been  lost  to  the  schools 
and  cause  of  education.  Sums  arising  from  the  leasing  of 
.  sixteenth  section  lands — less  than  one  hundred  dollars — ^were» 
under  the  act  of  March  2,  1833,  before  named,  required  to 
be  loaned,  on  personal  security,  and  portions  of  these  loans 
are  yet  secure,  or  may  be  secured,  to  the  fund. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  Mississippi  of  November 
26,  1821,  a  literary  fund  was  authorized  and  established  for 
the  benefit  of  the  educational  interests  of  the  State,  which 
was  afterwards  invested  in  bank  stock,  and  that  distributed 
to  the  counties,  and  finally  lost  in  the  monetary  revolution 
and  bankruptcy  of  the  banking  institutions  of  the  State. 
But  little,  it  is  presumed^  can  be  recovered  from  the  wreck 
of  the  fund.  This  appropriation  to  the  bank  stock  seems^ 
also,  to  have  absorbed  the  proceeds  of  the  donation  by  Con- 
gress for  the  benefit  of  the  Jefferson  College,  and  for  the 
seminary  of  learning,  subsequently  named  the  University  of 
Mississippi. 

By  the  tenth  section  of  an  act  of  the  legislature,  aforesaid, 
of  February  20,  1840,  *'  all  sums  of  money  belonging,  or 
hereafter  accruing,  to  the  seminary  fund,  are  hereby  appro- 
priated for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  University  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi.'' 

By  an  Act  of  the  legislature,  aforesaid,  of  February  5, 
1845,  certain  commissioners,  before  appointed,  having  con- 
ditionally purchased,  or  received  donations  of  lands  for  the 
location  of  the  university,  the  conditions  and  location  are 
approved,  and  the  reception  of  the  titles  authorized,  and  by 
a  subsequent  act  of  July  28,  1842,  the  Governor  is  author- 
ized to  appoint  a  commissioner  to  take  charge  of  and  pre- 
serve this  property  from  waste. 

By  another  act  of  the  legislature,  of  July  26,  1843,  the 
money  accruing  from  the  sale  of  the  thirty-six  sections 
"  granted  by  Congress  for  a  seminary  of  learning,"  and  "all 
bank  stock,  in  which  any  such  moneys  shall  have  been  vested, 
are  constituted  the  seminary  fund,  a  commissioner  authorized 
to  bo  appointed,  and  the  collection  directed,  and  the  Treas- 
urer of  State  directed  to  keep  the  same." 

The  University  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  February  24,  1844.  A  State  Commissioner  was 
directed  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  by  another  Act  of 
that  date,  and  by  an  Act  of  March  2,  1846,  the   offices  of 
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State  Commissioner,  and  Commissioner  of  the  Seminary 
Fund,  were  consolidated. 

The  State  Commissioner's  office  was,  afterwards,  by  the 
Code  of  1867,  Ch.  v.  Sec.  4,  Art.  63,  abolished,  and  their 
duties  transferred  to  the  Treasurer  of  State. 

That  officer  reported,  under  the  date  of  February  16, 1871, 
concerning  the  meagre  assets  found  in  that  department, 
showing  that  but  little  available  funds  could  be  gathered  from 
this  source. 

The  section  161,  Ch.  Ill,  Art.  6,  of  the  Eevised  Code  of 
1871,  requires  an  examination  into  the  assets  pertaining  to 
this  office^  and  such  selection,  collection  and  disposition  as 
may  render  those  of  any  value  available. 

The  '^educational  interests,"  as  designated  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, pertaining  to  the  grant  by  Congress  of  210,000  acres  of 
land  for  an  Agricultural  College,  or  colleges,  and,  also,  per- 
taining to  the  Alcorn  University,  have  been  entirely  with- 
drawn from  the  "  supervision "  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Education,  and  are,  therefore,  not  set  forth  in  con- 
nection with  his  duties. 

LOAN    OF  SCHOOL  FUNDS   TO   RAILROADS. 

Under  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  of  May  7, 

1856,  authorizing  a  loan  of  $400,000  ot  the  Chicksaw  School 
Funds  to  certain  railroads,  it  appears,  by  the  report  of  a 
committee  of  the  Legislature  of  January  14,  1857,  that  the 
following  loanB  were  made,  and  bonds  for  the  re-payment 
received : 

To  the  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  Bailroad,  $181,850^  for 
which  two  seven-year  mortgage  bonds  of  $100,000  each  were 
received,  with  certificates  of  stock,  also  pledged  for  the 
loan. 

To  Mississippi  Central  Bailroad,  $181,850,  for  which  were 
received  five  seven-year  bonds,  amounting  to  same. 

New  Orleans  and  Jackson  Bailroad,  loaned   October  31, 

1857,  $185,000. 

Mobile  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  September  18,  1857,  $135,000. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  of  December 
7,  1863,  these  companies  were  authorized  to  pay  their  bonds 
and  indebtedness  "in  Treasury  notes  of  this  State,"  such 
notes  having  been  issued  to  supply  currency  during  the  war, 
with  a  proviso  in  the  Act  that  "the  whole  amount  be  paid 
by  the  first  oi  May,  next.''  The  Supreme  Court  rendered 
judgment  and  decree  against  the  Mississippi  Central  road  for 
$223,366,  principal  and  interest  to  February  21,  1876,  and 
eight  per  cent,  thereafter  until  paid ;  against  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio  for  $397,866.     The  latter  road  appealed  to  the  Supreme 
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Court  of  the  United  States,  but  the  suit  was  compromised- 

(From  School  Law,  May  15,  1 87 1.) 
HOW   SCHOOL  LANDS   MAT  BE   SOLD   AND   LEASED. 

Section  1.  The  School  Directors  of  each  district  are  hereby 
authorized  to  ascertain  the  will  of  the  qualified  electors  of 
any  township  in  the  county  to  which  may  belong  any  lands 
heretofore  granted,  and  especially  reserved  and  appropri- 
ated for  the  use  of  the  schools  in  each  township,  as  to 
whether  or  not  such  lands  shall  be  sold ;  and  to  this  end 
they  may  order  an  election  to  be  held  in  the  township,  and 
they  shall  give  at  least  thirty  days'  notice  of  such  election, 
stating  the  object  of  the  election,  and  the  time  and  place  of 
holding  the  same ;  said  notice  shall  be  posted  in  at  least 
five  of  the  most  public  places  in  the  township.  Said  elec- 
tion shall  be  held  in  the  usual  manner  of  holding  elec- 
tions; and  the  votes  received  by  three  Commissioners 
appointed  by  the  County  Board  of  School  Directors ;  upon 
each  ballot  shall  be  wiitten  or  printed  the  words  "  for 
sale ;"  or  "  against  sale ;"  and  if  a  majority  of  votes  shall 
be  "  for  sale,"  the  Commissioners  shall  forthwith  report  the 
vote  thus  taken  to  the  Board  of  Directors  j  and  said  lands 
shall  be  sold  by  the  School  Directors,  at  public  auction,  at 
the  county  courthouse  door,  or  by  an  auctioneer  employed 
by  them  at  their  expense,  to  the  highest  bidder,  in  quanti- 
ties of  not  more  than  eighty  acf'es. 

Seo.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  ot  the  Board  of  School  Direc- 
tors to  notify  the  county  board  of  supervisors  of  such  order 
of  sale  of  the  said  land,  and  said  board  of  supervisors  shall 
thereupon  appoint  three  intelligent  freeholders  of  the  town- 
ship to  which  such  lands  belong,  who  are  in  no  way  inter- 
ested in  the  sale  of  said  lands^  as  a  board  of  appraisers ;  and 
the  board  thus  appointed  shall  take  an  oath  or  affidavit  to 
faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  their  office;  and  said  board 
of  appraisers  shall  submit  a  report  to  the  board  of  supervi- 
sors, and  to  the  Board  of  School  Directors,  of  their  appraise- 
ment of  said  school  lands. 

Seo.  3.  The  Board  of  School  Directors  shall,  before  mak- 
ing such  sale,  cause  public  notice  to  be  given,  for  at  least  six 
weeks  before  the  time  fixed  for  such  sale,  of  the  time,  place 
and  terms  of  making  the  sale,  which  said  notice  shall  be  by 
publication  in  not  less  than  one  newspaper  published  in  the 
county,  or  if  no  paper  be  published  in  said  county,  by  writ- 
ten or  printed  notice,  posted  in  at  least  ten  public  places  in 
the  county.  They  may  cause  a  re-survey  of  such  lines  as, 
from  any  cause,  may  have  become  obliterated  or  uncertain  ; 
and  the  lines  thus  surveyed  shall  be  marked  in  such  manner 
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as  to  enable  those  interested  in  the  purchase  to  make  a 
thorough  examination  before  the  sale;  and  all  advertise- 
ments for  the  sale  of  such  lands  shall  contain  a  full  descrip- 
tion thereof,  according  to  the  original  survey,  and  that 
required  by  this  chapter. 

Seo.  4.  In  no  case  shall  the  lands  be  sold  for  less  than  the 
minimum  sum  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Appraisers,  and  upon 
the  following  terms,  to-wit :  Cash  payment  in  full  at  the 
time  of  sale,  or  a  credit  of  five  years ;  and  in  all  cases  of  sale 
made  upon  credit,  10  per  cent,  of  the  gross  amount  shall  be 
paid  in  cash,  and  the  balance  in  four  annual  installments,  the 
interest  upon  which  shall  be  paid  annually,  at  the  rate  of  10 
per  cent,  per  annum.  The  notes  shall  be  made  payable  to 
the  County  Board  of  School  Directors,  secured  by  special 
mortgage  on  the  lands  sold,  and  by  personal  security  in 
sdido,  until  final  payment  of  principal  and  interest.  In  case 
any  purchaser  or  purchasers  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay 
any  of  the  installments  or  interest  at  maturity,  the  mortgage 
shall  be  foreclosed,  and  the  School  Directors  shall  sell  the 
land  as  herein  provided. 

Seo.  5.  The  School  Directors  are  hereby  authorized  and 
.  required  to  execute  all  conveyances,  on  behalf  of  the  town- 
ship, for  any  lands  sold  as  herein  provided,  and  to  receive 
cash  payments  and  notes  given  for  the  payment  of  such  land. 

Seo.  6.  In  case  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the 
township  shall  be  against  the  sale  of  the  aforesaid  lands, 
then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  School  Directors  to  secure 
eaid  lands  from  injury  or  waste,  and  exercise  every  reasona- 
ble precaution  to  prevent  illegal  possession  or  trespass  of 
any  kind. 

Seo.  7.  The  School  Directors  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  lease  said  lands  in  quantities  not  less  than  five 
acres,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five  years.  Such  lease  shall 
only  be  made  after  due  notice  shall  have  been  given  by  ad- 
vertisement for  at  least  thirty  days  in  five  or  more  public 
places  in  the  township,  and  at  least  ten  public  places  in  the 
county,  of  the  terms,  place  and  time  when  said  lands  will  be 
offered  for  lease  to  the  highest  bidder.  A  minimum  price 
for  leasing  said  lands  shall  be  appraised,  as  provided  in  sec- 
tion two  of  this  article ;  and  in  no  case  shall  the  lands  be 
leased  for  a  less  sum  than  the  appraised  rental.  In  all  cases 
of  leasing  said  lands,  ample  security  shall  be  required  for 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  rent,  and  for  the  protection  of 
said  lands  from  all  waste  and  injury. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  various  school  funds  existing  within  the  State 

of   Mississippi. 

Seotion  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
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Mississippi,  That  in  all  cases  where  mortgages,  deeds  of 
tmst,  liens  or  other  securities,  on  land  or  real  estate,  in  said 
State,  have  heretofore  been  executed  by  any  person  to  secure 
any  indebtedness  due  or  owing  to  any  sixteenth  section  fund, 
township  school  fund,  Chickasaw  school  lund,  or  to  any 
fund  whatever  appertaining  to  the  public  schools  in  any  city 
or  county  of  the  State,  or  to  any  school  fund,  common  school 
fund,  or  public  educational  fund  whatever,  and  the  said  land 
shall  have  been  sold  to  or  become  the  property  of  the  State^ 
and  remains  undisposed  of  by  the  State,  or  may  hereafter  be 
sold  to  or  become  the  property  of  the  same  by  reason  of  any 
sale  for  taxes,  or  failure  to  pay  taxes  thereon,  then,  in  such 
case,  whenever  such  lands  or  real  estate  shall  have  been,  or 
may  be  acquired,  bid  in  or  bought  by  any  officer,  board  of 
supervisors,  board  of  mayor  and  aldermen,  or  city  council 
having  charge  or  direction  of  the  funds  and  indebtedness 
aforesaid^  at  any  sale  made  to  foreclose  or  enforce  any  of  the 
securities  aforesaid,  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  any  of  the  said 
funds  or  schools,  the  tax  title  of  the  State  shall,  by  virtue  of 
such  sale  or  purchase  made  to  enforce  or  realize  the  security 
of  such  mortgage  or  other  lien,  at  once  vest,  by  the  act  of 
such  sale  or  purchase,  in  the  said  officer,  or  board  of  super- 
visors, city  council,  or  board  of  mayor  and  aldermen,  as  the 
case  may  be,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  respective  funds 
and  schools  aforesaid,  and  their  title  to  the  same  shall  be  as 
perfect  as  if  regularly  conveyed  by  the  State. 

Seo.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  shall  apply  to  any  lands  sold  for  levee  taxes,  subject  to 
control  and  disposition  by  the  State,  which  may  have  been  or 
may  be  mortgaged  or  encumbered  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said. 

Seo.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  laws  or  parts  of 
laws  in  conflict  with  this  Act,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed,  and  that  this  Act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  its  passage. 

Approved,  March  6,  1875. 

Many  of  the  present  occupants  undoubtedly  hold  six- 
teenth sections  without  legal  title,  and  the  Investigation 
made  in  accordance  with  the  constitution  should  be  search- 
ing and  complete. 

With  proper  attention,  the  sixteenth  section  fund  and  the 
rentals  from  leased  sections  should  produce  $50,000  annually 
for  the  use  of  schools. 

I  suggest  that  the  commissioners  appointed  to  investigate 
these  titles  be  also  empowered  to  examine  of  all  notes, 
bonds,  and  other  evidences  of  debt  relative  to  sixteenth 
sections,  and  to  provide  for  renewals,  etc.,  so  that  lapsing 
notes  may  be  rescued  from  loss. 
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UNIFORM  text-books. 

The  statute  passed  in  1890,  providing  for  the  adoption  of 
nniform  text-books  by  counties,  went  into  effect  with  very 
little  friction,  and  it  is  reported  by  the  county  superinten- 
dents to  be  an  excellent  educational  move. 

The  prominent  feature  of  the  law  is  that  it  places  in  com 
petition  the  two  margins  of  profit  on  books. 

1.  It  forces  publishers  to  compete  with  each  other  by 
requiring  them  to  fix  the  price  at  which  they  will  sell  their 
various  books  to  retaU  dealers. 

2.  It  leaves  retail  dealers,  or  merchants  of  any  kind,  in  * 
open  competition  with  each  other,  and  by  publishing  the 
prices  that  retailers  pay  for  the  books,  the  people  are  in- 
formed of  the  cost  of  each  book,  and  may  thus  determine 
the  per  cent,  of  profit  the  retailer  makes. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  law  our  school  books  cost  at 
least  twenty  per  cent,  less  than  formerly ;  and  we  have  all 
the  advantages  of  uniform  text-books,  as  viewed  from  a 
purely  educational  standpoint. 

Many  counties  secured  oven  exchange  rates  on  a  part  or 
all  of  the  list  adopted,  and  thus  the  change  was  effected 
with  actual  profit  to  the  people. 

Eadical  changes  were  made  in  only  a  few  counties.  In 
these  the  opposition  manifested  by  the  people  seemed  at 
first  sufficient  to  thwart  the  purpose  of  the  statute.  Strife 
ran  high,  and  some  even  threatened  to  defy  the  law,  which 
led  state  superintendent  of  education  to  issue  the  follow- 
ing the  circular  letter.  Its  effect  was  promptly  sedative,  and 
put  a  quietus  on  the  whole  matter,  except  in  the  counties 
of  Holmes,  Copiah  and  Eankin  : 


TO    TEACHERS    ANO    SCHOOL    OFFICERS. 

Depabtment  of  Education, 
Jaokson,  Miss.,  November  24,  1890 

CIBOULAB   LETTEB   TO   COUNTY   SUPEBINTENDENTS. 


.} 


Information  having  reached  me  officially  that  certain  per- 
sons, acting  as  agents  of  the  American  Book  Company, 
were  going  from  school  to  school  in  countie8  where  the 
books  of  that  company  had  not  been  adopted,  and  were  in- 
citing the  people  to  refuse  to  supply  their  children  with  the 
adopted  books,  offering  to  exchange  with  them  books  of 
said  company,  thereby  promoting  confusion  and  working 
injury  to  the  best  interests  of  our  public  schools,  I  re- 
quested from  the  Attorney. General  an  official  construction 
of  the  law,  by  submitting  to  him  the  following  interroga- 


28  Supebintxndxnt's  Bxport. 

tory  :  "  Can  a  County  Superintendent  lawfully  issue  a  pay 
certificate  to  a  teacher  who  violates  the  law  in  respect  to  the 
use  of  adopted  text-hooks  ?  "  To  this  he  replied :  "  In  re- 
ply to  yours  of  the  19th  inst.,  I  have  to  say  that  in  my 
opinion  a  County  Superintendent  cannot  lawfully  pay  a 
teacher  who  refuses  or  neglects  to  comply  with  his  contract, 
which  requires  that  only  books  selected  under  the  Act  of 
1890  shall  be  used/'     T.  M.  Millsr,  Attorney-General." 

Whereupon,  at  a  meeting  of  the  State  Board  this  day 
held,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  passed : 
"  In  response  to  numerous  inquiries  from  County  Super- 
*  intendents  and  others,  touching  the  effect  of  the  school 
book  law,  it  is  resolved,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board, 
the  Act  of  1890,  providing  for  a  uniform  series  of  text- 
books, etc.,  is  mandatory,  and  if  a  teacher  shall  make  use 
of  other  books  than  those  adopted  by  the  School  Book 
Committee  on  October  6th,  and  contracted  for  by  the  County 
Superintendents,  it  will  be  a  breach  of  his  contract  destroy- 
ing all  claim  to  compensation." 

This  opinion  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  is  promul- 
gated for  the  fi^uidance  of  Superintendents  and  for  the  pro- 
tection of  teachers. 

Urge  your  teachers  and  their  patrons  to  a  prompt  compli- 
ance with  the  laW.  Uniformity  means  a  saving  of  $25,000 
a  year  to  the  people  of  this  State,  and  better  instruction  for 
their  children.  The  progress  of  our  city  schools  is  largely 
due  to  uniform  text-books,  and  country  schools  should  have 
the  same  advantages  in  this  respect.  No  teacher  can  do 
satisfactory  or  efficient  work  with  two  or  three  kinds  of 
books  in  the  same  class.  With  the  low  exchange  rates,  the 
cost  of  uniforming  the  schools  will  be  small,  and  when  once 
established  the  people  will  be  relieved  from  the  useless  ex- 
pense of  a  change  of  books  with  every  teacher  who  is  em- 
ployed, and  will  besides  secure  the  advantage  of  cheaper 
books  in  the  future.  Practical  experience  has  demonstrated 
the  necessity  of  uniform  text-books,  so  that  nearly  every 
State  in  the  Union,  by  statutory  provision,  requires  uniform- 
ity. Mississippi  is  no  exception,  and  we  must  come  to  it 
before  we  can  achieve  the  educational  advancement  which 
is  so  much  needed  among  our  people.  Uniform  once,  uni- 
form always. 

J.  E.  Preston, 
State  Superintendent  Public  Education. 

HOLMES   AND   OOPIAH. 

In  Holmes  county  the  text-book  committee  failed  to  adopt 
a  mental  arithmetic,  and  the  State  Board  of  Education  was 
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requested  to  re-convene  them ;  which  was  done  by  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

*» Whereas,  from  a  certified  copy  of  their  proceedings,  it 
appears  that  the  text-book  committee  of  Holmes  county,  at 
their  regalar  meeting  on  October  6th,  1890,  failed  to  adopt  a 
complete  list  of  books  for  use  in  the  public  schools  of  said 
county,  and  whereas,  the  statute  makes  no  provision  for 
their  re-assembling  to  correct  errors  or  supply  omissions, 
and  inasmuch  as  this  is  a  matter  in  the  practical  administra- 
tion of  the  public  schools  not  provided  for  by  law,  it  is  there- 
fore ordered  by  the  board  of  education  that  the  superinten- 
dent of  Holmes  county,  by  due  notice  to  each  member, 
re-convene  the  text-book  committee  to  the  end  that  the  in- 
tent and  purpose  may  of  the  statute  may  be  fully  effected." 

Acting  under  this  order  the  committee  assembled,  and 
yielding  to  public  clamor  assumed  to  revoke  the  whole 
action  of  the  committee  and  adopted  a  new  list  of  books. 
This  led  to  a  suit  between  the  book  companies,  some  of 
whom  had  made  contracts  under  the  first  adoption.  The 
case  came  to  the  Supreme  Court,  where  it  was  decided  that 
the  books  adopted  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee 
should  stand  as  the  legal  books  for  use  in  the  county. 

The  court  admitted  the  full  rights  of  the  companies  who 
held  contracts  under  the  first  regular  adoptions,  but  refused 
on  the  grounds  of  public  policy  to  disturb  or  overthrow  the 
last  adoption  under  which  books  had  been  put  into  all  the 
schools  of  the  county  at  even  exchange,  having  been  carried 
to  all  the  schools  and  exchanged  without  cost. 

In  Copiah  county  one  member  of  the  committee  was 
illegally  appointed  and  could  not  act,  leaving  only  six  mem- 
bers, which  occasioned  a  tie  in  the  vote  for  books. 

The  board  of  education  instructed  the  committee  to  ad- 
journ from  day  to  day  until  the  vacancy  could  be  filled  by 
the  county  superintendent. 

When  the  vacancy  was  filled  an  adoption  was  made  which 
resulted  in  litigation  that  was  determined  by  the  Supreme 
Court  in  the  following  decision : 

A.  A.  LOMAX    vs.  JOHN   B.    MIDDLETON. 

From  the  Chancery  Court  of  Copiah  county;  Hon.  H.  C.  Conn,  Chancel- 
lor ;  Dodds  &  Mayes  for  the  appellant ;  J.  S.  Sexton  for  the  appellee. 

Middleton,  the  appellee,  filed  a  bill  in  the  Chancery  court 
of  Copiah  county,  against  A.  A.  Lomax,  county  superinten- 
dent, charging  that  in  pursuance  of  act  oJP  the  Legislature  of 
1890,  the  Board  of  Education  of  Copiah  county  appointed  a 
committee  to  adopt  a  series  of  text-books.  After  several 
attempts  on  the  part  of  the  committee,  the  books  were  finally 
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adopted  by  a  committee  not  properly  organized.  In  the  se- 
lection of  text-books  the  publications  of  the  American  Book 
Company  were  ignored.  Complainant,  Middleton,  prayed 
for  an  injanction  restraining  the  superintendent  from  enter- 
ing into  any  contract  for  the  books  selected. 

The  injanction  was  grarted;  defendant  demurred,  and  as- 
signed for  caases  that  there  was  no  equity  on  the  face  of 
the  bill  and  that  complainant  had  no  interest  in  the  subject 
of  the  suit  as  shown  by  his  bill.  The  demurrer  was  over- 
ruled and  defendant  answered  to  the  charges,  and  declaring 
that  this  suit  was  a  fraud  upon  the  court,  instituted  at  the 
instance  of  the  American  Book  Company,  who  procured 
Middleton  t6  allow  them  to  file  this  suit  in  his  name,  they 
being  responsible  for  all  costs.  The  American  Book  Com- 
pany had  formerly  enjoined  the  superintendent  from  enter- 
ing into  contract  with  the  companies  whose  books  had  been 
adopted,  but  said  injunction  had  been  dissolved  and  the  bill 
dismissed  by  the  court.  The  defendant  claimed  that  the 
suit  by  Middleton  was  simply  reopening  the  first  litigation 
to  accomplish  in  an  indirect  way  the  purposes  contemplated 
in  the  original,  to  force  the  superintendent  to  ignore  the 
books  really  adopted  by  the  committee  and  the  people  of 
county  to  use  the  books  of  the  American  Book  Company. 

It  appears  from  the  records  that  the  committee  to  select 
the  text-books  was  illegally  chosen — Miss  Gibbs,  one  of  the 
committee,  being  selected  to  represent  a  district  in  which 
she  did  not  reside  and  in  which  she  did  not  then  teach.  In 
the  court  below  the  injunction  was  dissolved  and  the  plaintiff 
taxed  with  the  costs,  but  the  Supreme  Court  thus  demon- 
strates the  importance  of  the  law  providing  that  committee- 
men should  be  selected  for  and  f^om  the  districts  in  which 
they  reside  or  teach. 

By  Cooper,  J. : 

Under  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  approved  February  22, 
1890,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  adoption  of  a  uni- 
form series  of  text-books  by  the  counties  of  the  State  for 
use  in  public  schools,''  the  appellant,  Middleton,  will  be  pre- 
cluded from  the  advantages  offered  by  such  schools  except 
upon  conditions  of  supplying  his  children  with  the  series  of 
books  selected  by  the  committee  at  its  meeting  on  the  11th 
day  of  October,  A.  D.,  1890,  if  the  same  were  legally  selected 
and  shall  be  contracted  for  by  the  superintendent  of  educa- 
tion. That  the  appellee,  Lomax,  the  superintendent  of  edu- 
cation of  Copiah  county,  recognizes  the  validity  of  the  action 
then  taken  by  the  committee  and  is  about  to  introduce  the 
books  selected  by  them,  is  manifest,  and  that  the  result  of 
such  introduction  will  be  to  materially  change  the  series  of 
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books  heretofore  in  use  in  said  county  is  equally  certain.  It 
does  not  appear  from  the  pleadings  or  proof  just  what  and 
how  many  changes  will  be  made,  but  enough  appears  to  show 
that  none  of  the  books  published  by  that  company  known  as 
the  American  Book  Company  can  be  used  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  county,  and  it  further  appears  that  the  publi- 
cations of  this  company  are  to  a  very  considerable  extent 
still  in  use. 

These  facts,  we  think,  show  sufficient  interest  in  appellant 
to  entitle  him  to  restrain  the  appellee  from  imposing  any  ex- 
clusive series  of  books  upon  the  patrons  of  the  public  schools, 
except  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  above 
noted. 

The  principal  question  involved,  is  whether  there  was  on 
October  11th  lawful  action  by  a  lawfully  constituted  com- 
mittee? If  there  was,  the  appellant  must  submit  to  the 
choice  of  the  committee  as  imposing  a  reasonable  and  legal 
regulation  of  his  right  to  patronize  the  public  schools  of  the 
county ;  if  there  was  not,  the  selection  of  text-books  then 
made  was  without  authority  of  law  and  confers  no  authority 
upon  the  appellee  to  introduce  the  books  then  selected  into, 
or  to  exclude  other  books,  not  selected,  from  the  public 
schools. 

The  authority  of  selecting  books  to  be  taught  in  the  public 
schools,  is  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  under  consideration 
lodged  in  a  committee,  five  of  whom  are  to  be  selected  by 
the  school  board  and  two  by  the  superintendent  of  education 
of  each  county.  All  are  to  be  teachers  of  recognized  ability, 
and  of  those  selected  by  the  school  boards,  one  from  each 
supervisor's  district  is  to  be  selected. 

Giving  to  the  language  of  the  act  its  broadest  significance 
it  is  evident  that  the  person  selected  for  a  supervisor's  dis- 
trict must  be  "  from  "  the  district  either  by  residence  or  em- 
ployment  as  a  teacher  there. 

A  resident  of  one  district  teaching,  or  under  contract  to 
teach,  in  another  district  would  be  eligible  as  a  member  of 
ihe  committee  "  from  "  either  district — for  in  one  or  the  other 
sense  such  person  might  be  considered  as  from  either  district 
indifferently.  From  the  district  of  his  residence  because  of 
his  residence,  and  from  the  district  of  his  employment  be- 
cause of  such  employment. 

In  execution  of  the  purpose  of  the  law  we  think  a  liberal 
construction  of  its  language  should  be  adopted.  But  we  fail 
to  perceive  how  its  terms  can  be  preserved  if  a  person  neither 
residing  in  a  district,  nor  teaching  in  it,  nor  employed  as  a 
teacher  in  it  for  the  scholastic  year  in  which  the  appoint- 
ment and  service  as  committeeman  occur,  can  be  eligible 
under  the  law  as  "from"  the  district.     It  appears  in  evidence 
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that  Scott,  the  committeeman  appointed  from  the  fourth  dis- 
trict, resigned,  and  thereupon  Mr.  Tyler  was  appointed  by 
the  superintendent  from  that  district,  but  discovering  that  he 
did  not  "live  in"  that  district,  he  was,  after  having  served 
on  the  committee,  removed  by  the  superintendent,  who  then 
appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  and  learning  that  he  did  not  "live  in" 
the  district,  removed  him,  and  appointed  Miss  6ibbs,  who 
also  did  not  "live  in"  the  district. 

It  does  not  appear  whether  Tyler  or  Wilson  were  "from" 
the  district  in  the  sense  of  their  being  engaged  in  teaching 
or  under  contract  to  teach  in  that  district,  but  it  was  shown 
that  Miss  Gibbs  neither  resided  in  the  district,  nor  was  teach- 
ing there,  nor  was  under  contract  to  teach  there. 

If  Tyler  or  Wilson,  though  not  not  residing  in  the  district, 
were  teachers  there,  he  was  eligible  as  a  committeeman  and 
there  was  no  authority  in  the  superintendent  to  remove  him, 
and  if  neither  was  eligible  for  want  of  such  qualification  and 
for  that  reason  removable  by  the  superintendent,  a  like  rea- 
son precluded  the  appointment  of.  Miss  Gibbs.  This  lady 
had  taught  in  the  fourth  district  the  preceding  scholas- 
tic year,  but  that  had  ended,  and  she  had  removed  to  and 
was  at  the  time  of  her  appointment  residing  at  her  home  in 
the  first  district  and  was  neither  teaching  in  nor  engaged  to 
teach  in  the  district  from  which  she  was  appointed.  She 
was  therefore,  under  the  law.  not  eligible  to  appointment. 

Nor  can  her  act  be  held  valid  as  to  third  persons  as  that 
of  a  de  facto  incumbent;  for  the  position  of  a  committeeman 
under  the  act  was  not  an  office.  Shelby  v.  Alcorn,  36  Miss., 
278. 

By  the  first  section  of  the  act  under  consideration  it  was 
declared  that  four  members  of  the  committee  should  consti- 
tute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  It  appears 
f^om  the  evidence  of  the  record  that  at  the  meeting  held 
October  11th,  (when  the  books  to  be  taught  in  the  public 
schools  were  selected)  only  three  members  of  the  committee, 
other  than  Miss  Gibbs,  were  present,  and  since  she  was  in- 
eligible, there  was  not  a  quorum  of  the  committee  author- 
ised to  act  under  the  law,  and  their  attempted  selection  of 
books  was  without  legal  authority. 

The  contemplated  action  of  the  superintendent  of  educa- 
tion is  confessedly  by  virtue  of  the  selection  and  designation 
of  the  books  thus  made,  and  since  such  selection  was  invalid 
it  affords  no  warrant  for  his  action. 

We  find  no  reason  for  withholding  the  relief  to  which 
complainant  appears  to  be  entitled  in  his  suit,  either  because 
it  was  instigated  by  the  American  Book  Company,  or  because 
that  company  has  failed  to  maintain  an  injunction  in  another 
suit  instituted  by  it  against  the  appellee  and  others. 
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We  have  to-day  affirmed  the  decree  in  the  suit  instituted 
by  that  company  upon  the  ground  that  it  has  no  such  inter- 
est in  the  subject  matter  of  the  litigation  as  to  maintain  the 
suit.  We  are  now  asked  to  deny  relief  to  a  party  having 
such  interest  because  the  real  party  interested  is  the  same 
American  Book  Company  we  have  just  decided  has  no  inter- 
est recognized  by  this  court. 

The  decree  is  reversed,  the  injunction  reinstated  and  made 
perpetual. 

Th^  appointment  to  fill  the  vacancy  having  been  decided 
to  be  unlawful,  the  county  superintendent,  under  instruc- 
tions from  the  board  of  education  made  another  appoint- 
ment and  proceeded  to  adopt  a  series  of  books  which  were 
finally  decided  by  the  supreme  court  to  be  the  lawful  books 
for  use  in  the  county. 

Thus  the  text-book  question  has  been  settled  in  Missis- 
sippi for  a  period  of  five  years.  We  have  reached  unifor- 
mity in  a  simple  and  business  like  way,  securing  to  the  peo- 
ple cheap  books  without  trenching  upon  the  rights  of  pub- 
lishers or  book-dealers  further  than  to  advertise  to  the  peo- 
ple the  publisher's  price  of  each'book. 

The  books  adopted  in  each  county  and  the  publisher's 
price  to  retailers  in  Mississippi  are  given  in  the  appendix  of 
this  report. 

By  taking  this  middle  ground  we  have  escaped  the  evils 
of  monotonous  routine  incident  to  a  State  adoption,  and  also 
the  scandals  which  have  invariably  followed  where  State 
adoptions  have  been  made. 

A  comparison  with  the  prices  of  books  in  Louisiana  and 
North  Carolina  where  they  have  State  adoptions,  will  show 
that  we  get  book(^  for  less  cost  than  those  States. 

The  text-book  law  should  not  be  changed. 

sspabats  school  districts. 

What  can  be  done  by  local  effort  has  been  clearly  demon- 
strated by  the  development  of  schools  in  our  towns  within 
the  past  five  years.  Forty-three  towns  have  graded  schools 
which  are  maintained  from  eight  to  ten  months  annually. 
They  have  erected  twenty-eight  new  buildings,  costing  from 
ten  to  forty  thousnnd  dollars  each.  The  aggregate  value  of 
the  school  properly  in  these  forty-three  towns  is  $537,050, 
and  most  of  the  buildings  have  all  modern  equipments.  The 
enrolment  in  1890«-'91  was  22,  046,  and  they  paid  in  salaries 
of  teachers  $162,675.  They  maintain  high  school  courses, 
which  are  either  free  or  at  a  moderate  tuition-rate  for  all 
children  of  the  town  and  eounty.     Their  expenditures  last 
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year  on  each  pupil   in   average  attendance  amounted  to 
$12.97. 

These  separate  school  districts  are  stimulating  educational 
effort  on  the  part  of  all  our  citizens,  and  their  high  schools 
are  departments,  are  preparing  many  of  our  boys  and  girls 
for  the  university  and  the  other  State  institutions,  as  well  as 
for  the  various  colleges  in  the  State.  They  also  famish 
many  well-prepared  teachers  for  our  public  schools. 

Their  permanence  and  prosperity  are  now  assured.  The 
people  are  supporting  them  with  singular  zeal  and  unanimi-* 
ty.  They  have  put  their  money  into  them^  and  a  marvelous 
change  of  opinion  as  to  the  efficiency  and  respectability  of 
public  schools  is  the  result.  Though  not  scientifically  or- 
ganized in  all  respects^  these  schools  are  in  the  main  doing 
excellent  work,  and  year  .by  year  are  coming  to  a  state  of 
greater  usefulness.  Their  superintendents,  principals,  and 
teachers,  rank  favorably  with  those  of  other  States  whose 
systems  of  schools  are  of  much  longer  standing. 

They  are  solving  the  problems  of  closer  grading  and 
stronger  supervision,  and  afford  ample  facilities  to  all  who 
desire  a  fair  education.  Narrative  reports  from  many  of 
these  schools  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this  vol- 
ume. 

During  the  past  year  a  controversy  arose  in  Holmes 
county  in  reference  to  the  construction  of  the  statute  allow- 
ing county  pupils  to  attend  the  separate  school  districts. 
Below  are  given  the  law  and  the  decision  of  the  question  by 
the  Supreme  Court. 

SBOnON  45,  SCHOOL  LAW  1886. 

Sbo.  45.  Educable  children  may  attend  the  school  of  any 
such  separate  school  district  in  their  county,  and  the  county 
shall  pay,  during  the  free  school  term,  the  actual  pro  rata 
cost  of  tuition  for  all  such  pupils. 

DECISION  OF   SUPBBME   COURT. 

Stati  or  Mississippi,  ex  rd.  B.  P.  Nobl,  Dist.  Att'y, 

vs. 
G.  T.  Hamilton,  Supebintbndbnt. 

From  Circuit  Court  of  Holmes  County,  Hon.  C.  H.  Campbell,  Judge ; 
Hooker  &  Wilson  for  the  Appellant ;  W.  P.  Tackett  and  J.  E.  Given  for 
the  Appellee. 

This  was  a  proceeding  by  mandamus  to  compel  the  de- 
fendant, who  is  superintendent  of  education  of  Holmes 
county,  to  issue  his  pay  certificate  for  certain  pupils  living 
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oatside  the  separate  school  district  of  Darant.  The  petition 
for  the  mandamus  shows  the  organization  of  the  separate 
school  district  of  Dnrant,  the  teaching  of  the  school,  the  cost 
of  tuition  for  each  scholar,  and  the  number  of  outside  schol- 
ars attending,  the  amount  due  by  the  county  for  such  schol- 
ars, the  payment  by  Hamilton  of  a  part  of  the  tuition  claim- 
ed by  the  Durant  school,  the  demand  and  his  refusal  to  pay 
the  balance.  Three  special  pleas  were  filed,  to  which  de- 
murrers were  sustained.  No  answer  was  filed  traversing  the 
allegations  of  the  petition,  but  a  plea  of  not  guilty  was  filed 
which  was  treated  by  the  court  as  a  proper  plea,  and  as 
raising  the  general  issue,  and  the  case  went  to  trial.  The 
case  is  said  to  have  been  commenced  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
county  superintendent,  for  a  judicial  determination  of  what 
the  county  should  pay  for  the  country  pupils  attending  the 
Durant  school.  The  superintendent  claimed,  among  other 
things,  that  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Durant  did  not  levy 
a  tax  for  1890  to  carry  on  a  school  for  three  months  over 
and  above  the  constitutional  period  of  four  months^  as  pro- 
vided for  by  law.  The  jury  found  for  the  defendant,  Ham- 
ilton, and  the  court  ordered  the  town  of  Durant  to  pay  the 
costs.  Motion  for  a  new  trial  was  overruled,  and  the  case 
was  brought  to  the  Supreme  Court,  which  says : 

By  Woods,  J.: 

1.  It  is  not  disputed  that  the  municipal  authorities  of  the 
town  of  Durant,  by  appropriate  action,  have  elected  to  con- 
stitute that  town  a  separate  school  district,  but  is  contended 
for  appellee  that  a  failure  to  levy  a  tax  by  that  municipality 
sufficient  in  amount  to  carry  on  f^ee  public  schools  in  the 
town,  each  year  for  three  months  over  and  above  the  consti- 
tutional school  term,  in  the  common  schools  generally,  is  a 
thing  necessary  to  be  done  to  constitute  a  separate  school 
district. 

The  incorporated  town  of  750  inhabitants,  or  more,  may 
be  constituted  a  separate  school  district  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  town  authorities.  Whenever  the  town  authorities  offi- 
cially elect  to  accept  the  privileges  and  duties  of  a  separate 
school  district,  the  work  is  done.  -The  official  declaration 
of  the  creation  of  the  separate  school  district  is  the  one  act 
'  essentia]  to  its  constitution. 

The  levy  of  a  tax  sufficient  to  maintain  the  free  public 
schools  in  such  town  is  a  duty  imposed  upon  the  municipal- 
ity, whose  observance  may  be  compelled  in  proper  cases  by 
appropriate  remedies.  But  the  observance  of  a  duty  im- 
posed is  not  essential  to  the  creation  or  continued  existence 
of  the  separate  school  district.  The  tax  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  free  public  schools  in  the  separate  district  is 
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to  be  laid  and  collected  only  when  necessary  to  maintain 
such  schools.  If  by  any  means  such  schools  may  be  main- 
tained without  the  levy  of  a  tax,  then  no  duty  rests  upon 
the  town  to  make  the  levy.  If  a  levy  is  necessary  during 
any  year  to  maintain  the  school  in  the  separate  school  dis- 
tricts in  towns  of  750  inhabitants  or  more,  and  the  town 
authorities  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  one  sufficient  to  that 
end,  they  may  be  compelled  to  do  so  by  proper  legal  pro- 
ceedings. This  view  appears  clear  when  sections  42  and  76 
of  chapter  24,  Acts  of  1886,  are  read  together. 

2d.  The  remaining  question  is,  what  sum  or  amount  shall 
be  paid  by  the  county  for  the  tuition  of  educable  children 
who  attend  the  schools  of  a  separate  school  district,  such 
children  not  residing  in  such  separatjB  school  district  ?  Sec- 
tion 45  of  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  just  referred  to  herein 
declares  that  '^  educable  children  may  attend  the  school  of 
any  such  separate  school  district  in  the  county,  and  the 
county  shall  pay,  during  its  free  school  term,  the  actual  pro 
rata  cost  of  tuition  for  all  such  pupils.  In  no  other  cases 
shall  pupils  attend  a  free  school  out  of  their  district,  unless 
said  school  be  in  their  county.'' 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  statute  is  designed  for  the 
benefit  of  educable  children  of  the  county,  outside  the  sepa- 
rate school  district.  It  entitles  them  to  attend  the  free  pub- 
lic schools  of  the  separate  school  district,  with  or  without 
the  consent  of  authorities  in  the  separate  district.  Such  ed- 
ucable cdildren  of  the  county  are  not  burdened  with  the 
taxes  for  the  erection  and  repair  and  furniture  of  school 
building  in  the  separate  school  districts,  nor  do  they  con- 
tribute to  the  tax  fund  for  fuel  and  other  necessaries  for  the 
free  public  schools  of  such  separate  district.  On  these  very 
favorable  terms,  it  is  the  right  of  educable  children  of  the 
county,  who  reside  outside  the  separate  school  district  to 
enter  and  appropriate  and  enjoy  the  advantages  of  schools 
in  such  separate  district  on  conditions  more  favorable  than 
those  enjoyed  by  the  children  of  the  separate  district,  for 
they  pay  no  tax  to  build  the  school  houses,  to  furnish  them, 
to  heat  them,  or  to  secure  other  necessaries. 

The  single  condition  annexed  to  the  admission  of  the  chil- 
dren from  the  county  outside  of  the  separate  school  district 
to  its  free  public  schools  is  the  payment  by  the  county  of 
what  is  termed  the  45th  section  "the  actual  jpro  rata  cost  ot 
tuition  for  all  such  children.''  This  must  be  held  to  mean 
such  proportionate  part  of  the  entire  cost  of  tuition  in  the 
sepaiate  school  district  as  the  number  of  outside  pupils  bears 
to  the  whole  number  of  scholars  attending  such  schools.  The 
cost  of  tuition  to  be  paid  by  the  county  for  outside  pupils 
shall  bear  that  proportion  to  the  entire  sum  expended  for 
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tuition  in  the  schools  of  the  separate  district  which  the  num- 
ber of  outside  pupils  bears  to  the  total  number  of  scholars. 

The  words  **  cost  of  tuition/'  in  the  phrase  above  quoted 
from  said  45th  section  plainly  refer  to  the  cost  of  tuition  in 
the  separate  school  district,  and  not  to  the  cost  in  the  county- 
at-large. 

The  construction  of  the  statute  which  we  have  given  will 
alone  satisfy  its  language,  in  our  opinion. 

Eeversed  and  remanded. 

The  following  decision  of  an  appeal  case  from  Noxubee 
oounty  settles  a  question  of  importance  to  those  separate 
school  districts  that  charge  tuition  to  non-resident  pupils : 

decision  bt  the  state  boabd  of  education. 

Db.  M.  M.  Wabben, 

ts. 

Tbustbes  op  Public  Schools  op  Macon. 

Appeal  from  Noxubee  County. 

Under  a  regulation  requiring  non-residents  to  pay  tuition 
fees,  the  trustees  demanded  of  Dr.  M.  M.  Warren  tuition  for 
At.  P.  Eush,  Jr.,  whose  parents,  residents  of  Kemper  county, 
on  September  10,  1890,  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  school 
in  Macon,  had  apprenticed  him  to  his  brother-in-law,  Dr. 
Warren,  a  resident  of  Macon.  Having  received  the  lad  into 
his  family,  as  a  member^  to  be  cared  for,  controlled  and  ed- 
ucated as  if  he  were  his  son,  according  to  specific  require- 
ments set  out  in  the  agreement  of  apprenticeship  signed  by 
all  the  parties  interested.  Dr.  Warren  claimed  the  right  of 
sending  the  said  Bush  to  the  public  schools  of  the  town 
without  paying  tuition. 

The  trustees  based  their  refusal  upon  two  grounds  :  Pirst, 
that  the  domicile  of  the  parents  was  the  legal  domicile  of  the 
child  ;  second,  that  the  agreement  of  apprenticeship  was  not 
legal  because  it  did  not  conform  to  the  statutory  require- 
ments for  apprenticing  orphans  and  indigent  children,  and 
was  revocable  by  mutual  consent.  As  to  the  first  proposi- 
tion we  hold  that  the  actual  residence  of  a  child  determines 
his  rights  to  public  school  privileges.  The  articles  of  agree- 
ment, which  are  not  controverted  or  claimed  by  the  trustees 
to  be  fraudulent,  clearly  establish  the  fact  that  the  bona  fide 
home  of  the  child  "*^as  to  be  with  Dr.  Warren  until  he  at- 
tained his  majority.  Many  children  actually  live  and  have 
their  homes  separate  and  apart  from  their  parents,  and  it  is 
no  violation  of  the  principles  of  equity  and  contrary  to  the 
policy  and  beneficent  spirit  of  the  public  school  system  that 
such   children  should  be  debarred  from  the  schools  unless 
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they  pay  tuition.  Wo  lay  down  the  broad  principle  that 
any  child  in  Mississippi  who  wants  to  avail  himself  of  her 
free  schools  may  attend  the  school  in  the  district  where  his 
home  is,  and  is  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
thereof.  If  the  question  of  residence  be  controverted  by 
the  trastees  it  devolves  upon  the  claimant  to  establish  the 
fact  that  his  actual  bona  fide  home  is  in  the  district.  This 
Dr.  Warren  did  on  behalf  of  his  apprentice  by  producing  the 
articles  of  apprenticeship.  The  trustees  might  have  gone 
further  and  required  Dr.  Warren  and  the  parents  of  the 
child  to  make  affidavit  that  the  prime  and  controlling  reason 
of  young  Bush's  removal  to  Macon  was  to  make  his  home 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Dr.  Warren,  and  not  merely  to  ob- 
tain the  superior  advantages  of  the  school. 

The  parents  or  guardians  of  a  minor  cannot  transfer  him 
from  one  district  to  another  for  the  sole  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing superior  school  facilities  ;  but  it  seems  just  and  in  har- 
mony with  public  policy  not  to  deprive  any  minor  of  free 
school  privileges  in  the  district  where  he  can  prove  his 
actual  residence  to  be. 

The  question  of  residence  is  always  a  difficult  one  to  set- 
tle. We  would  hesitate  to  overrule  a  board  of  trustees  who 
had  investigated  a  case  and  rendered  a  decision  as  to  the 
facts,  but  in  this  case  their  decision  is  rendered  mainly  upon 
their  construction  of  the  law  and  without  any  special  con- 
tention as  the  facts  of  residence.  In  districts  where  superior 
schools  arc  maintained  it  is  very  desirable  to  acquire  free 
school  rights^  but  we  distinctly  declare  that  this  is  not  at- 
attainable  except  by  actual  residence,  and  that  trustees  may 
collect  tuition  fees  of  any  child  transferred  to  their  district 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  school. 

As  the  point  at  issue  is  determinable  on  the  grounds  above 
set  forth,  we  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  enter  into  consid- 
eration of  the  second  objection  raised  by  the  trustees,  viz  : 
the  legality  of  the  apprenticeship.  The  facts  ^n  the  case 
warrant  the  conclusion  that  At.  T.  Rush,  Jr..  was  placed 
by  his  parents  in  the  family  of  his  brother-in-law,  Dr.  War- 
ren, in  order  to  give  him  a  suitable  home,  and  that  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  advantages  of  the  schools  of  Macon  was  not 
the  main  purpose.  The  appeal  of  Dr.  Warren  is  therefore 
sustained,  and  At.  F.  Eush,  Jr.,  declared  entitled  to  attend 
he  school  without  the  payment  of  tuition  fees. 

ENUMERATION   OF   EDUOABLE   CHILDREN. 

In  the  last  biennial  report  attention  was  called  to  the  de- 
fective system  of  taking  the  census  of  educable  children. 
It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  assessors  do  not  give  this 
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matter  the  attentioD  reqnired  by  the  law.  An  inspection  of 
lists  they  have  filed  will  convince  anyone  that  very  few  as- 
sessors comply  even  remotely  with  the  law,  except  in  simply 
sending  up  a  list  of  names.  Ths  penalty  of  the  law  is  ample 
but  it  is  never  inflicted. 

The  whole  matter  shonld  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  connty 
superintendents  and  placed  under  the  supervision  of  the 
state  superintendent. 

Under  the  new  constitution  the  State  will  distribute  three 
times  as  much  school  fund  as  formerly,  and  it  is  imperatively 
necessary  that  an  accurate  enumeration  of  the  children  be 
made. 

A  county  with  its  enumeration  padded  to  the  extent  of  one 
thousand  will  receive  about  $1,800  a  year  more  than  it  is  en- 
titled to. 

By  the  census  taken  in  1890  some  remarkable  changes 
were  made,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table  of  losses 
and  gains : 
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Clarke 

874 

5198 

Amite 

1316 

6993 

Greene 

203 

1852 

Bolivar 

3124 

7811 

Grenada  

312 

5114 

Coahoma  . . . 

1773 

6417 

Kemper  . . . 
Lee 

341 
607 

6469 
7676 

Copiah  . . ' . . 
Jefferson  . . . 

2089 
1293 

11,690 
6806 

Marshall 

1992 

9680 

Leake  

968 

6260 

Monroe 

3349 

11,411 

Leflore 

4813 

7647 

Noxubee 

3067 

11,157 

*  Madison .... 

1864 

10,275 

Tippah  

339 

4968 

Pike 

Pontotoc  . . . 

1067 
1231 

7550 
6215 

Sharkey .... 
Tate 

1906 
1446 

8951 
8360 

Tunica 

1779 

3843 

Union 

1612 

6070 

Warren 

3469 

16,194 

Washington . 
Winston. . . . 

3868 
944 

15,878 
6001 

It  is  utterly  absurd  to  suppose  that  Tippah  lost  339,  while 
Union  and  Pontotoc,  just  below  gained,  respectively  1,612 
and  1,231 ;  that  Leflore  almost  tripled  her  number,  and  Nox- 
ubee and  Monroe  lost  one-fourth  of  theirs.     Monroe  will  get 
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• 
$6,028  less  per  year  than  under  the  preceding  ennmeration, 
and  Noxubee  $5,400  less ;  while  Leflore  will  get  $8,663  more, 
and  Washington  $6,960  more.  The  ennmeration  is  three 
times  as  important  as  formerly,  and  mnst  be  made  nnder  the 
strictest  scrutiny,  if  justice  is  done  to  the  counties. 

NORMAL  SCHOOL  AND   NORMAL   DEPARTMENT  IN  THE 

UNIVERSITY. 

These  valuable  adjuncts  to  a  system  of  public  education 
are  still  conspicuous  for  non-existence. 

The  teachers  of  the  State  in  their  various  associations  have 
in  vain  preferred  requests  to  the  Legislature  and  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  State  University. 

The  State  continues  the  policy  of  chopping  with  dull  axes. 
It  needs  some  educational  grindstones ;  and  should  establish 
at  least  two  good  normal  schools  for  training  teachers.  We 
have  been  borrowing  from  our  neighbors  long  enough. 

It  would  bo  a  paying  investment  to  expend  $40,000  a  year 
in  this  way,  even  it  the  State  appropriation  were  reduced  by 
that  sum. 

A  plan  for  training  teachers,  which,  in  my  judgment, 
would  be  more  eflFective  than  normal  schools,  is  for  the  State 
to  appropriate  thirty  or  forty  thousand  dollars  a  year  to  be 
used  in  the  employment  of  a  number  of  trained  professional 
instructors,  who  should  be  sent  from  county  to  county  to 
conduct  schools  for  teachers,  lasting  at  least  one  month  each 
year,  the  teachers  not  being  allowed  to  teach  the  succeeding 
year  unless  they  attended. 

The  course  of  study  prescribed  could  be  divided  into  three 
parts,  one  to  be  taken  each  year,  and  the  teachers  licensed 
permanently  at  the  end  of  the  course. 

By  this  means  instruction  could  be  given  to  all  the  teach- 
ers in  the  State,  and  in  a  few  years  we  would  have  a 
thoroughly  trained  corps  of  instructors,  who  would  give  the 
children  twenty-five  per  cent,  better  instruction  than  they 
now  receive. 

If  a  man  can  afford  to  sharpen  the  tools  he  works  with, 
the  State  can  afford  to  train  her  teachers. 

All  the  other  States  of  the  Union  and  the  countries  of  the 
oivilixed  world  recognise  this  necessity. 

STATS  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  higher  institutions  of  learning  supported  by  the  State 
hare  had  prosperous  sessions  the  past  two  years.  In  an- 
other part  ot  tais  report  will  be  found  narrative  reports  de- 
tailing the  operations  of  each. 

The   mechanical   department  established  at  the  A.  ft  M. 
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College  is  a  most  timely  and  valuable  addition  to  this  popu- 
lar institution. 

This  department  should  attract  one  hundred  boys  every 
year.  The  field  for  lucrative  employment  in  this  line  is 
fresh  and  without  an  occupant,  and  masters  of  the  business 
cannot  fail  to  become  leaders  in  the  manufacturing  enter- 
prises which  lie  in  our  immediate  future. 

HIGH  SCHOOLS  AND   OOLLBGBS. 

Through  the  courtesy  and  of  the  presidents  and  principals 
of  various  high  schools  and  colleges,  I  am  enabled  to  pre- 
sent brief  reports  of  many  of  these  schools,  which  have  shown 
such  remarkable  growth  and  development  within  the  past 
few  years.     Reports  were  solicited  from  225  of  these  schools. 

Those  reporting  may  be  taken  as  representatives.  The 
growth  of  these  preparatory  schools  demonstrates  the  neces- 
sity of  high  schools  in  Mississippi,  and  indicates  clearly  that 
this  necessity  must  be  met  by  the  State  sooner  or  later.  Our 
system  of  schools  will  not  be  complete  until  the  State  pro- 
vides fi*ee  tuition  from  the  elementary  school  to  the  Univer- 
fiity. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  State  cannot  at  this  time  meet 
the  demand  for  high  schools  by  establishing  one  or  more  in 
each  county. 

Most  of  the  present  preparatory  high  schools  maintain 
free  terms  for  all  public  school  pupils  during  the  winter 
term  of  the  county  schools,  and  are  thus  partly  private  and 
partly  public  schools. 

As  they  increase  in  number  and  acquire  better  buildings 
they  will  gain  a  firmer  foothold,  and  as  a  consequence  it  will 
be  more  difficult  in  the  future  for  the  State  to  provide  a  sys- 
tem of  high  schools  which  shall  supplant  these  private  acade- 
mies and  preparatory  schools. 

COUNTY   SUPERINTENDENTS. 

The  value  of  this  arm  of  the  service  is  the  most  difficult 
to  establish  among  the  people. 

In  Mississippi,  with  her  complex  problem,  resulting  from 
the  necessity  of  supporting  two  sets  of  school  districts  for 
the  two  races,  it  is  indispensable  that  we  have  intelligent 
officers  to  adjust  the  salaries  of  teachers,  and  thus  keep  our 
school  finances  in  healthy  condition. 

In  proportion  to  duties  imposed,  responsibility  assumed, 
and  intelligence  required,  no  other  officer  in  the  State  is  so 
poorly  paid. 

The  value  of  this  officer  to  a  school  system  is  fully  set 
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forth  in  the  following  article  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  W.  T. 
Harris,  the  present  United  States  Commissioner  of  Bdnoa- 
tion,  and  the  most  distinguished  edncator  on  this  continent. 
Dr.  Harris  says  ^'that  this  link  of 

COUNTY  SUPERINTBlfDENOr 

is  the  most  important  of  all  the  supervisory  links,  inasmuch  as 
it  concerns  the  education  of  three-fourths  of  all  the  people  of 
the  land. 

The  County  Superintendent's  functions  involve : 
His  duty  to  confer  with  other  school  officers  and  direc- 
tors :  (1)  with  the  State  Superintendent,  whose  interpreta- 
tation  of  the  State  School  Law  he  is  obliged  to  promulgate, 
and  to  whom  he  has  to  report  the  enrollment  of  school  pop- 
ulation as  a  basis  for  the  division  of  the  school  fund ;  (2) 
with  the  county  clerk  as  treasurer^  as  an  intervening  official 
charged  with  the  transmission  of  statistics,  receipt  of  funds, 
etc.;  (3)  with  local  school  boards,  including  (a)  township 
boards,  (b)  village  boards,  (c)  city  boards.  With  each  of 
these,  if  located  in  his  county,  he  is  brought  into  necessary 
and  vital  relation,  and  with  the  first  of  them  he  has  very 
distinct  duties  as  regards  advice  and  consultation. 
It  becomes  also  his  duty  to 

BXAMINB  TXA0HEB8, 

and  award  certificates  to  the  competent  ones.  He  is  obliged 
to  test  the  extent  of  their  information,  both  as  to  theoretical 
and  practical  knowledge  of  the  art  of  teaching.  He  has  to 
find  whether  the  candidate  knows  how  (a)  to  grade  and  class- 
ify a  school  according  to  the  most  approved  methods  ;  (b) 
to  assign  lessons  of  proper  length  and  guide  the  pupils  to 
correct  habits  of  study ;  (c)  how  to  work  up  a  sentiment  in 
favor  of  schools  in  the  community  where  he  is  to  teach ;  (d) 
whether  he  possesses  sufficient  book  knowledge  to  instruct 
properly. 
He  must  also 

VISIT   SCHOOLS. 

He  must  see  that  the  qualifications  which  he  required  in 
the  candidate  to  whom  he  gave  the  certificate,  are  actually 
exercised  by  that  teacher  in  his  school.  (1)  He  must  look 
after  the  grading  and  classifications  of  the  pupil ;  (2)  after 
the  modes  of  instruction  ;  (3)  after  the  habits  and  deportment 
of  pupils  as  indicating  the  general  influences  of  the  teacher; 
(4)  after  the  general  spirit  of  the  district  as  affected  by  the 
teacher. 
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SDUOATIONAL  LBOTUBES. 

It  is  his  duty  to  present  before  teachers  at  their  institutes, 
and  before  the  community  at  large,  the  subject  of  education 
and  its  various  practical  bearings.  Educational  lectures 
should  be  largely  multiplied  and  extended  so  as  to  reach 
all  the  people. 

TBAOHBBS'   INSTITUTBS. 

It  is  his  duty  to  hold  institutes.  This,  in  fact,  is  one  of 
the  most  important  and  difficult  of  his  duties.  He  has  to  de- 
vise measures  to  get  his  teachers  together,  and  arrange  for 
their  accommodation  and  convenience ;  he  has  to  get  up  a 
suitable  programme  of  exercises,  secure  popular  evening 
lectures  on  the  general  subject  of  education,  for  the  public 
at  large^  and  also  the  proper  persons  to  conduct  the  exer- 
cises in  the  several  topics  of  instruction,  to  draw  out  from 
the  teachers  present  a  profitable  discussion  of  the  practical 
points  presented  in  the  exercises  and  lectures. 

These  departments  of  labor,  well  considered,  I  do  not  see 
how  any  one  can  avoid  the  conclusion  that  the  work  of  the 

COUNTY    SUPBBINTBNDBNT 

is  the  most  important  link  in  the  entire  system  of  educational 
supervision.  Its  cost  to  the  State  is  very  small  in  compar- 
ison  with  the  entire  outlay.  By  no  other  agency  can  the 
school  system  of  a  State  be  so  potently  lifted  up  and  at  so 
small  an  expenditure  of  money. 

TEAOHBBS. 

The  teaching  corps  are  making  steady  advancement. 
Within  the  past  two  years  the  number  of  first  grade  teachers 
employed  has  increased  918. 

The  amendment  passed  in  1890,  constituting  an  examining 
board  by  the  appointment  of  two  practical  teachers  to  act 
with  the  county  superintendent  in  holding  examinations, 
has  given  general  satisfaction  and  greatly  promoted  the  effi- 
ciency of  this  important  work. 

Out  of  8,795  who  applied  to  be  examined  1,654  were  re- 
jected. 

The  number  of  licensed  teachers  is  very  little  in  excess  of 
the  number  actually  required  to  teach  the  schools* 

This  shows  that  the  examining  boards  are  performing 
their  duties  with  commendable  fidelity,  and  that  they  are 
selecting  the  best  material  at  hand. 
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In  the  past  five  years  the  number  oi  teachers  employed 
has  increased  1,434,  or  a  little  more  than  23  per  cent.,  while 
the  number  of  first  grade  teachers  has  increased  nearly  109 
per  cent.,  or  more  than  fonr  times  as  much. 

This  rapid  advancement  is  dne  in  the  main  to  the  stimu- 
lating effrct  oi  the  uniform  system  of  examinations,  and  is  a 
fair  standard  of  measurement  for  the  increased  effectiveness 
of  the  public  schools. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  too  great  laxity  exists  in  some 
counties  in  examining  and  grading  teachers,  and  that  if  this 
work  were  better  done,  and  the  law  strictly  complied  with, 
the  number  in  the  two  higher  grades  would  be  materially 
diminished. 

We  must  bear  in  mind,  however,  that  every  educational 
energy  in  the  State  has  been  tense  during  that  period ;  that 
the  demand  for  better  teachers  has  become  almost  universal; 
that  our  colleges,  high  schools  and  private  normal  schools 
have  bent  their  best  efforts  to  meet  the  demand ;  that  many 
qualified  teachers  have  come  to  us  from  other  States ;  that 
the  State  Teachers'  Association  has  met  annually  with  an 
attendance  ranging  from  150  to  200,  and  three  subordinate 
associations  with  attendance  oi  from  75  to  100  each — ^these 
associations  representing  in  the  aggregate  about  500  teach- 
ers ;  that  the  teachers  have  met  monthly  in  1,000  institutes 
and  discussed  questions  pertaining  to  their  work. 

These  agencies  have  wrought  mightily  in  uplifting  the 
teaching  corps,  and  fully  account  for  the  grand  advance  they 
have  made. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  school  revenues  for  the  past  year  were  equivalent  to 
a  levy  of  7.8  mills  on  the  whole  property  of  the  State. 

The  complaint  of  the  people  is  that  too  little — ^not  too 
much —  is  done  for  education. 

Public  education  in  Mississippi  has  passed  the  era  in  which 
it  was  regarded  as  a  forced  measure  of  reconstruction  to  be 
condemned  while  it  lasted  and  abandoned  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. 

The  people  to-day  rely  upon  the  public  school  for  the 
education  of  their  children,  and  are  willing  to  back  it  by 
their  personal  influence,  to  support  it  by  local  taxation  and 
to  supplement  it  by  their  private  means. 

They  manifest  a  determined  purpose  to  upbuild  and  sus- 
tain a  system  of  public  schools  in  which  all  children  can  re- 
ceive the  elements  of  an  education. 

Differences  exist  as  to  the  best  way ;  but  the  central  pur- 
pose is  dominant. 
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In  the  towns  and  best  rural  communities  organization  iB 
compact  and  progress  is  marked. 

The  country  school  is  our  problem  now.  Let  us  bend  our 
energies  and  apply  our  brains  to  its  solution.  G-ood  houses, 
local  school  activity,  better  teachers,  are  the  factors  to  solve 
the  problem. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

J.  B.  Pbeston^ 
State  Superintendent  Public  Education. 
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1890. 

Printing S  618  70 

Express 112  20 

Postage  and  telegrams        169  14 

Traveling 27  10 

Contingent 28  80 

$  955  44 
Salary  of  State  Super- 
intendent         2000  00 

Total $2955  44 


1891. 

Total, 

$1527  38 

12146  08 

70  06 

182  26 

177  50 

346  64 

77  26 

104  85 

36  10 

64  40 

$1888  28 
2000  00 


$2843  72 
4000  00 


$8888  28    $4843  72 
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Counties. 


Adams. 
Alcorn. 
Amite. . 
Attala . 
Benton. 
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Bolivar. . . . 
Calhoun. . . 

Carroll 

Chickasaw. 
Choctaw... 


Claiborne. 
Clarke.... 

Clay 

Coahoma. 
Copiah. . . 
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Hinds. . . . 
Holmes  . . 
Issaquena. 


Itawamba 
Jackson. . . 
Jasper.. .. 
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Jones 


Kemper  . . . 
Lafayette. . , 
Lauderdale. 
Lawrence  . , 
Leake 


Lee 

Leflore  . . 
Lincoln . 
Lowndes. 
Madison. 
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9526  55 
14,175  64 
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33,653  59 
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10,544  62 
8926  64 

8399  58 
15,277  09 

4907  97 

14,249  69 
25.566  27 

37,695  43 
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11,258  67 
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Counties. 


Marion  .... 
Marshall. . . . 
Monroe  .... 
Montgomery 
Neshoba... . 

Newton 

Noxubee.. . . 
Oktibbeha . . 

Panola 

Perry 

Pike.. 

Pontotoc... . 
Prentiss... .. 
Quitman. .  . . 
Rankin  .... 

Scott 

Sharkey . . . 
Simpson. .  . . 
Smith  .    ... 
Sunflower. . . 

Tallahatchie. 

Tate 

Tippah  
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Tunica 

Union 

Warren  .... 
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Wayne 

Webster.  ..., 

Wilkinson . . . 
Winston. . 
Yalobusha . . . 
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11,561  04 

33,075  12 

26,507  98 

6902  69 
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.t: 

•IBJox 

00   OnvO  t^  '^ 
vOvO   -**■  ^00 

CO  tOvO   t^  t** 
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m      .      .  On  »* 

•      •                    • 

pu,aos 

t^  ^  to  CO  to 
N                        C< 

00   tO»-i    ^  CO 
»i«    CO  to 
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Cft^  CO  CO  CO  CO 


Genbbai:  Statistics — 1890-'91. 


116 


8  8>«8  8  8    iC8  8.8.8 


O   Q  i^ 


O  M 


\0    N    »^    ^  M 
roao  »o  ^  •^ 


r  ^*^       »-■  oo  N 


N  ON  •-  O  O 
■^  O   «   N  i^ 

K8888 

t^  CO  POt^  N 

N  vO    CO  PO"-* 

«  On  On  Q  fO 
ON  t^  OnSJO  O 
m  On  N   CO  "^ 


'^ro 


8Q  O  u^Q 
•^cot^  O 

\0  xnQ  oo  *^ 
t^vOOO   O   M 

00  m »«  M  '^ 


O  m 


{588 


VO    O    «    COON 


C4 


8 


O    O   M^ 
»0  CO  N 


8     88888    .2K88 


O 


Q  t^m  mo 
NO  •-  r^  CO  N 
^  t^  O  t>»  CO 


ON  t/^vO 

•^    tJ-00  00   *0 

»i«   M  vO  OO   >^ 


«   t^OO    ^O 

COt^  »-  vO    ^ 


8 


ir>  en  tr»  O 
i^  ^  m  On 


00  On  •-   "^J-OO 
•^  ON  fo  CO  Q 

cotn^oooo 


8  0n  O   Q  *0 
vnm  o  ** 

00  00  oo  tN.  C4 
«  00  t>.  t>.  ^ 
tn  CO  ■*  t^  »^ 

«     00        Q-      Q-     to 


N   to 

COO 


88S 


S«     Tj-  ON  CO 
oo    O    N    N 
tOt^  N  vO    ON 


8 


tOto  O    N 


800  Q  Q  to       O  vn  Q 
too  O  «       n5  O  O 


Th  O  tooo 


Vb    dN  O  NO    ON 
N    CO  ^  CO  »^ 


to 

00  O  —  NO  tr> 
coQ  cp"-  CO 

«  CO  ON30  C< 


O  tr> 
tOM 


COOO   ^  Tj-  ro 
COOO   CO  On  t^ 
00   Tj-t^vO  00 
c<  CO  •-  t^  j^ 


8 


O  O  tooo 


8^ 


00  »^  i^  ^  N 
«  trjtnoo  CO 
too  «  NO  O 


too   On 


OOO  t^"*-"  NO 
OnOO   '^nO   O 
t>i  »i«  ro  to 
•^  M   N   « 


S.88 


O  to 
to  to 


-^  "^J"  o  -^o 
CO  ON  t^  ro  to 
i^«   '^  ON  O 
W   »-i   N   CO  to 


cO»->   5  O  NO 
-^    tm    *m 

M  \0   O   «   N 
to  0    »*    N   to 

M     M     M 

O   OnnO  no  ^ 
»*   On  N   M  i^ 

NO  00   tO\0   On 
M    lOVO    >^ 

On  to  0\  to  PO 
cO«  NO  On  »- 

PO  t^  ON  »*     CO 
«  NO     CO  Tj-  ON 

NO     ^  ON  ^  t^ 
"H     «     N 

t^  OnJo  to  ^ 

to  -^  PO-    ^ 

O     'tNO     «    C< 

M  ro  CO  1^ 

C4  vO   M    O    ON 

00  cOnO   O   On 
•^    Th  N-l    CO  •* 

00  CO  ON  to  »^ 
*^  tOt^OO  to 

N  M  M  vO  On 
•^00  -^  «  CO 

t^  N   t^tOQO 

00  COOO  t^  t^ 

lOt>i  1-1     TfvO 

*•*   conO   ^  « 

»*  NO  t^  CON 
»*    CO  '^  N    N 

t^  ■^  On  r^OO 
Tj-  N    Tj-  toto 

COnO  00  »^  to 

M   to  5^  POt^ 

0  OOOO  OO    O 

Tj-            PO«^     P< 

CO  -   5  O  vO 

M      M      M 

.-1  vQ    O    "^   « 

too  "^  N  to 

M     M     km 

O   OnnO  nO   "h 
►-   On  N   "^  t^ 

NO  00  tovO    On 

^    tONO     "- 

On  to  On  to  CO 
coc<  vO  ONi^ 

fO  t^  ON  i-<    PO 

«  NO     'O  •*  ON 

•  O  CO  »^  to 

N  to  '^  On  O 

m          CO  ^ 

^  NO   CO     •  to 

O    ^30    N    CO 

M   ro  »>«  1^ 

Tj-00    <♦«    N 
N          tOTf 

«00   tO»    O 

M    M    M    COnO 

NO   •<*■  •^  CO  »* 

ro  M  »«  to»« 

O    CO  »^    COOO 

00  CO  0«  to  M 
•^  tot^OO  to 

f)   »«   •-•  nO   On 
»*  OO   ^  N   CO 

OO  COOO  i^i^ 

•   N   to  PO  ^ 

• 

•  N   N      .NO 

•                                    • 

»^    ^  CO    •  »^ 

• 

•*  »*   N   N   CO 
N    N    COC< 

CO  ^  O  »^  •* 
CO  «          »^ 

t^  O  ^^  vonO 
N    CO 

^  O   N    O  l>i 
»«   ro  tOtON 

ON  to  On  to  On 

■^  1^    N    « 

On30  t^  O   "^ 

u 

o 

c 

3 


O 


s 


bA 


S  ci  2  S 

lis  a 


c  « 


CS      • 

o  ^• 
Z  a  o 


u 
0) 


(A 

O 


J(2^pp    ^53:S:^    ^^^> 


O 
O 
N 

> 


116 


G-BNBBAL  Statistics — 1890-'91. 


H 
Hi 

< 


V   O    g 


<J3h 


'siooqas 
^J!0  ui 


(^  vO      •  vO 


.   Q      •         Q   Q   Q   O  u^ 
•  00      •        00  CO  NO  vO  VO 
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5193 
7618 

6419 

11,690 

3"4 

9470 
4400 

1352 
5114 

3094 

3710 
18.568 

10,605 

4616 

4854 

3790 

5743 
6806 

2115 

6469 
7991 
12,850 
4568 
6260 

7676 

7647 
6456 

11,381 
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$  1,291,777 
1,159,640 
2,225,408 

1,365,454 
727,792 

5,984,041 
1,220,893 
2,327,143 
1,631,082 
929,238 

1,726,170 
1,526,921 

2,304.855 
2,471,000 

2,286,771 

702,608 

2,621,249 

,001, i86 

590,968 

,926,189 

,337,447 

,352,930 
4,542,081 
4,057,025 

,622,049 

798,547 
,052,818 

,201.555 

,628,605 

,191,258 

,323,269 
,897,482 

6.376,572 
,197,224 

,421,379 

,888,985 

2,531,364 
,656,894 
,992,297 


Population  of 
County  b  y 
U.  S.  Cen- 
sus 1890. 


6054 

9543 

7509 
12,666 

5578 

3230 
11.188 

8075 

8455 
8130 

3419 
7617 

5552 
2162 

14,602 

5305 
6862 

5454 
2923 

3950 

5758 

9108 

10,685 

6980 

692 

10.695 
7810 
7318 

3542 
7027 

7845 
",595 
14.509 

6236 

9325 

12.341 
2450 

10,216 

5940 


U 


19,973 

3571 
10,680 

9523 
5007 

26.734 

3500 

10,698 

11.436 

2717 

11.095 
8106 

13.054 
16,161 

15630 

2984 

17.319 
4964 

945 
11,024 

2526 

3370 

28,577 
23,988 
11,623 

1013 

3440 
7288 

15.403 
1295 

10,084 

8958 

15.134 
6082 

5043 

7699 
14,417 

7696 
21,105 
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Counties,     rs 


Madison 

Marion 

Marshall 

Monroe 

Montgomery  . 

Neshoba*. . . . 

Newton* 

Noxubee 

Oktibbeha. . . . 
Panola 

Pearl  River. . . 

Perry 

Pike* 

Pontotoc 

Prentiss 


Quitman.. 
Rankin... 
Scottt. . . . 
Sharkey .. 
Simpson. . 


Smith 

Sunflower . . . 
Tallahatchie. . 

Tate 

Tippah 

Tishomingo... 

Tunica 

Union 

Warren 

Washington... 

Wayne 

Webster  t 

Wilkinson. . . . 

Winston 

Yalobusha.. . . 
Yazoo 


Expended  per  capita 

1 

0 
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'V 
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u. 

ct  c 

« 
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«° 
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$  6  10 

10.275 

$  I  96 

$  3  25 

I  78 

2  73 

3  22 

3602 

2  17 

3  " 

5  97 

9630 

I  40 

3  00 

4  08 

11,411 

2  10 

2  60 

3  50 

5M7 

I  78 

2  62 

3  45 

4105 

I  34 

I  86 

3  60 

6363 

I  68 

3  17 

5  44 

IM57 

I  56 

385 

4  77 

6070 

2  35 

3  01 

5  98 

10,626 

287 

3  23 

5  18 

962 

2  53 

5  48 

8  68 

2372 

3  90 

4  75 

7  72 

7550 

I  78 

2  26 

3  94 

6215 

I  93 

2  62 

4  68 

5842 

3  49 

4  27 

6  65 

806 

I  68 

2  15 

3  46 

6658 

I  61 

2  40 

4  29 

5565 

2  75 

4  04 

8  19 

3951 

I  74 

I  99 

3  90 

3857 

75 

I  QI 

I  60 

3846 
2604 

2  77 

3  05 

4  05 

4852 

2  43 

2  83 

4  91 

8360 

2  40 

2  80 

4  46 

4968 

2  72 

4  15 

9  40 

3393 

'  54 

2  98 

4  85 

3843 

I  87 

2  47 

4  71 

6070 

I  72 

2  36 

3  66 

15*194 

I  03 

2  60 

3  30 

15878 

2  01 

2  60 

5  62 

3404 

I  49 

I  84 

3  70 

4779 

I  83 

3  69 

5  57 

7523 

I  43 

2  35 

4  09 

5001 

I  43 

I  51 

I  64 

6028 

2  48 

3  28 

1  6  89 

13.851 

a  C 
o  « 

»   C 


3  2  g 

O    ^  M 


$  2,346,956 

1.337.565 
2,308,440 

2,040,000 

1,221,198 

751*719 
1.732,981 
3,834,946 
1,617,522 
4,417,289 

1.305*650 
1,074,337 
1,819,868 
1,322,450 
1,356.286 

1,945,567 
1,193,106 

1,525,855 
662,277 

793,592 

2,021,972 
1,589,646 
2,010,250 
2,208,854 
974,938 

772,468 
1,516,231 

1,336,470 
1,882,180 
6,060,195 

1,032,012 
1,008,913 
2,046,476 
1,878,454 
1,960,776 
3,887,607 


Population  of 
County  by 
U.  S.  Census, 
1890. 


8320 

10.082 

4615 

5585 
9064 

2298 
4569 

10.531 
10,529 

10,767 

888 

7454 
6917 

1225 

6164 

8889 
2505 

4974 
8398 
9981 

8289 

1218 

11,569 

8643 
4669 

5769 
9034 
3864 

6977 
7618 

8515 


U 


21,297 

3054 
16.508 
18,792 

7085 

2175 

6192 

22.723 

12,109 

17,913 

659 
1887 

10,672 

441 1 

2912 

2397 
10.467 

4700 

7135 
3974 

1746 

6875 

9387 
10,853 

2970 

1013 

10,936 

4037 
24.516 

35,703 

4041 
3026 

13,727 
5072 
901 1 

27,873 


*  Itawamba — s}i  mills,  special  levy.  *  Lawrence — Whole  amount  used 
for;  old  warrants  except  $941.36.  *  Neshoba — 2)4  mills,  special  levy. 
*  Newton — 3  mills,  special  levy.     *  Pike — Part  for  deficit,  not  given. 

■)-  Scott — 2  mills  for  deficit,     t  Webster — 3  mills  for  deficit. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES 


County  School  Finances, 

(Taken  from  County  Treasurer's  Reports,  etc.) 


Benton. — The  Board  of  Supervisors  have  ordered  the  balance  remaining 
this  scholastic  year  paid  on  outstanding  warrants.  J.  P.  Byrd. 

Bolivar. — My  report  giving  you  as  full  statistics  as  I  could  obtain,  was  sent 
you  several  days  ago.  The  treasurer  has  been  very  careful  to  keep  his 
reports  and  settlements  with  the  county  up,  but  has  never  made  one  to 
this  office.  His  headquarters  is  not  at  this  place,  and  I  have  been  wait- 
ing to  see  him  to  deliver  your  message.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  you 
have  had  so  much  trouble  in  getting  statistics  from  this  county  I  have 
been  so  situated  myself,  that  it  it  has  been  absolutely  impossible  for  me 
to  answer  your  queries  sooner.  Fred  Clark,  Supt. 

Per  E.  M. 

Calhoun. — On  account  of  irregularities  in  teachers'  and  county  superin" 
tendent's  reports,  I  cannot  give  a  correct  statement  ot  amount  of  unpaid 
school  warrants.  W.  J.  Fatierson. 

Chickasaw. — The  figures' $20,082.63 [are  taken  from  superintendent's  report, 
as  the  records  of  Clerk's  office  do  not  show  that  amount,  owing  to  the 
tact  that  quite  a  number  of  pay  certificates  have  been  issued  and  not 
yet  presented  to  the  clerk  for  issuance.  J.  F.  Thompson. 

Choctaw. — This  report  is  the  best  I  can  get  up  assisted  by  Chancery 
Clerk.  W.  A.  Edwards. 

Clay. — Of  the  above  balance  is,  teachers'  fund,  $2,009.25 ;  school  house 
fund,  $116.06;  warrants  outstanding,  $598.01;  unpaid  teachers' war- 
rants, $544.62 ;  unpaid  school  house  warrants,  $16.04;  unpaid  teach- 
ers' warrant  to  superintendent  education,  $37.05  unpaid  teachers'  war- 
rant, contingent, ($00.30.  Total  outstanding,  $598.01;  school  house  fund, 
next  balance,  $100.02;  teacher's  fund,  net  balance,  $11527.30 

F.  M.  Howard. 

Coahoma. — The  $85.54  is  as  follows  :  J.  J.  McConnell,  $32.00  for  painting, 
March  9th  ;  Boulden  &  Robinson,  lumber,  $41.19,  July  i8th  ;  Roulden 
&  Robinson,  lumber,  $12.35.  This  was  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors. W.  L.  Ganong. 

Copiah. — The  Board  of  Supervisors  levied  a  sufficient  amount  to  pay  all 
outstanding  indebtedness  and  all  amounts  to  accrue.  The  amount  of 
superintendent's  salary  is  the  amount  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury. 
He  said  that  separate  school  districts  paid  him  $99.00. 

B.  Higdon. 
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Covington. — The  unpaid  warrants  include  warrants  for  1888,  1889 and 
1890.  The  money  paid  on  them  was  on  hand  at  the  first  of  the  scholas- 
tic year,  and  arising  from  a  special  levy  made  for  outstanding  warrants 
of  1889.  When  I  reported  to  you  last  year  I  reported  no  warrants  out- 
standing but  1890,  as  I  understood  was  right.         J.  R.  Robertson. 

DeSoto. — The  difference  in  the  pay  of  teachers  occurs  from  the  payment 
ot  warrants  of  last  year,  and  examiners'  warrants. 

Wm.  Boykin  Boone. 

Franklin — In  the  beginning  of  this  scholastic  year  we  had  $1,3 17.49  to  be 
brought  forward.  We  set  aside  $907.60  to  pay  outstanding  warrants, 
which  left  $409,89  to  be  .brought  forward  properly,  but  there  were  only 
$812  of  outstanding  warrants  presented,  hence  the  remainder  of  the 
$907.60  was  placed  into  the  general  school  fund.  S.  L  Scott. 

Gr  enada — The  $933.90  alluded  to  was  doubtless  invested  in  State  bonds, 
though  no  record  of  any  such  amount  or  disposition  is  shown  on  books 
by  my  predecessor.  R.  H.  Turner. 

Holmes. — Many  school  houses  repaired,  but  out  of  county  funds,  and  no 
means  of  knowing  for  what  purpose  warrants  are  issued,  except  by 
minutes  of  Board  of  Supervisors.  J.  Moore. 

I  write  to  explain  the  discrepancy  between  the  report  of  Superintendent 
Hamilton  and  that  of  county  treasurer  in  the  case  of  separate  school 
district  of  the  town  of  Lexington.  Two  sums,  $91.65  and  $12.65,  were 
allowed  by  B.  S.  to  M.  L.  Stigler,  who  is  city  treasurer,  and  were  placed 
by  him  to  the  credit  of  school  fund  of  the  town — ^$91.65  being  allowed 
out  of  county  fund.  These  amounts  were  not  included  in  the  treas- 
urer's report,  as  he  knew  not  for  what  purpose  they  were  allowed.  The 
sum  of  these  items  is  the  difference  between  the  two  reports.  I  hope 
this  will  fully  explain  the  discrepancy.  W.  L.  Young. 

Itawamba. — Amount  for  contingent  expenses  includes  $33.22  on  fractional 
warrants  of  i889-'90,  but  issued  November  1890,  hence  not  reg- 
lar,  and  I  regard  it  as  contingent.  Contingent  expenses,  also  include 
pay  of  county  examiners,  publication  of  superintendent's  notices  in 
the  Fulton  Repotter,  and  his  postage,  also  express  and  my  expenses  on 
school  fund  sent  from  Jackson  to  Tupelo.  My  expenses  are  for  going 
after  it  to  Tupelo.  K.  M.  Heflin. 

Jasper. — The  amount  $858.55  is  2  and  3  per  cent,  only,  used  for  building 
and  repairing  school  houses.  There  was  no  balance  to  the  credit  of  the 
common  school  fund  at  the  close  of  the  las^  scholastic  year,  i889-'90. 

S.  G.  Graham. 

Kemper. — The  amount  of  outstanding  warrants  is  approximated,  the  reports 
being  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers,  and  others  and  not  issued  on. 

Jno.  M.  Smith. 

Lafayette. — By  order  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  I  paid  to  Oxford  sep- 
arate district  one-half  the  Chickasaw  fund  that  it  was  entitled  to  per 
annum  (1889),  which  makes  my  contingent  expenses  pretty  hea«ry. 
City  treasurer  of  1889  failed  to  collect  from  J.  B.  McEwen,  county 
treasurer.  J.  R.  Ramey. 

Lawrence  — There  are  small  amounts  yet  due  on  contingent  expenses, 
including  one  month  of  superintendent's  salary,  and  a  debt  of  $451.65 
due  teachers,  for  which  no  warrants  have  been  issued,  to  be  paid  out  of 
school  fund  of  i89i-'92,  for  which  provision  has  been  made. 

Alfred  Sharp, 


b 


176  Explanatory  Notes. 

Lei. — The  3  mill  county  and  city  levy  is  collected  by  the  sheriff  and  paid 
to  the  county  treasurer.  Then  the  city  treasurer  gets  from  the  sheriff 
the  3  mill  levy  of  the  city  and  collects  it  from  the  county  treasurer,  and 
it  is  paid  to  him  for  the  separate  school  district.        G.  M.  Phillips. 

Leflore. — ^This  should  have  been  sent  in  on  the  3d,  but  the  treasurer 
asked  me  to  let  him  try  and  get  up  a  better  report,  but  this  morning 
he  teHs  me  this  is  the  best  he  can  do  from  the  books.  The  sheriff's 
commissions  should  come  off  the  figures  contained  in  my  report.  I 
have  tried  to  get  this  report  fixed,  but  the  officers  can  tell  me  nothing. 
The  treasurer  says  his  books  don't  distinguish  between  amounts  col- 
lected for  polls  and  the  ad  valorem  tax,  so  he  says  the  amount  put  down 
here  as  arising  from  the  two  mill  levy  should  be  reduced  by  amounts 
set  down  as  collected  from  polls.  I  hand  you  herewith  the  financial 
report  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  make  it.  The  figures  were  furnished  me 
by  our  present  treasurer,  who  is  only  filling  out  an  unexpired  term.  The 
former  treasurer  failed  to  make  any  report.  For  that  reason  I  cannot 
make  you  the  report  for  i889-*90,  as  you  desire.  In  the  report  made 
by  me  last  year  there  was  only  a  report  o^  such  as  I  could  make  from 
my  books,  which  only  show  the  amount  paid  out  through  this  office. 
I  can  send  that  if  you  desire  it.  The  treasurer  has  had  the  enclosed  re- 
port ever  since  I  received  it  from  you,  promising  to  make  his  report, 
but  cannot  do  it.  This  is  the  cause  of  the  delay,  which  I  regret  very 
much.  A.  McC.  Kimbrough,  Supt 

Lincoln. — Salary  of  the  superintendent  has  been  paid  from  the  general 
county  fund.  Allen  Smith. 

Explanation — Your  letter  of  the  19th  inst.  has  been  referred  to  me  by 
the  county  superintendent  for  explanation  of  the  seeming  errors  con- 
tained in  treasurers  report  to  you.  I  will  say  that  during  the  treasurer's 
illness  I  made  out  the  report  from  his  docket  and  reports  made  to  the 
board  of  supervisors,  and  from  county  auditor's  record.  From  these  I 
find  that  at  the  November  term,  1890,  of  board  of  supervisors,  the 
treasurer  was  due  county  on  account  of  school  fund  $79.64,  which 
amount  was  paid  on  account  of  schools  ot  i889-*90,  before  his  report 
was  made  to  you.  He  made  his  report  to  the  board  afterwards,  and  of 
course  this  amount  was  carried  forward  in  his  settlements  with  the 
board,  hence  the  error  in  the  report.  As  to  amount  paid  to  city  treas- 
urer, my  books  only  show  credit  of  $155.75,  this  was  for  the  January 
distribution.  The  treasurer  neglected  to  obtain  credit  from  board  of 
supervisors  for  the  amount  paid  city  treasury  from  July  distribution, 
but  city  treasurer's  book  shows  that  a  receipt  has  been  issued  to  him 
therefor,  hence  the  discrepancy  in  amount  reported  by  city  treasurer, 
and  this  report ;  he  has  actually  paid  to  the  city  treasurer  the  sum  of 
^^241.47.  The  interest  on  the  township  money,  or  money  derived  from 
the  1 6th  section  is  paid  into  the  general  school  fund-  no  township  trus- 
tees to  pay  it  to — and  is  disbursed  as  such  by  the  county  treasurer.  We 
have  no  railroad  tax  belonging  to  the  school  fund,  nor  tax  derived  from 
redemption  of  lands  that  is  credited  to  that  fund.  Hoping  that  this  ex- 
planation will  meet  with  your  approval,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Yours  truly,  Felix  May,  Chancery  Clerk; 

Marion. — You  will  find  a  discrepancy  in  the  amount  reported  by  the  late 
treasurer  and  the  amount  turned  over  to  me  of  $224.03*  His  admin- 
istrators made  settlement  with  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  I  presume 
discovered  some  error,  hence  the  difference.  J.  M.  Ford. 

Neshoba. — The  building  fund  has  been  paid  to  trustees  of  the  public 
school — ^$8-71  to  each  located  school — except  what  I  have  on  hand,. 
$70.02.  W.  A.  TulLOS. 
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Newton. — $1,852.85  of  warrants  reported  as  paid  are  yet  uncancelled,  and 
estimated  yet  unpaid  about  $850.  The  clerk  could  give  me  no  satis- 
faction in  reference  to  i6th  section  fuud,  or  not  sufficient  to  report. 
There  is,  however,  but  few  hundred  dollars  of  this  fund  in  our  county. 

F.  B.  LoPER. 

« 

Noxubee. — The  $53372  was  received  by  me,  as  was  proper  and  legal,  and 
in  accoruance  with  the  law  was  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  town  of 
Macon.  The  $694.50  was  paid  to  the  town  of  Macon  tor  county  pu- 
pils, instead  of  for  teachers*  salaries.  A.  C.  Fant. 

Oktibbeha. — I  enclose  school  report  and  must  beg  your  indulgence  for 
the  trouble  you  have  been  given  in  this  matter.  I  have  carefully  gone 
over  my  own  book  and  Supt.  Fort's  also,  and  have  found  the  errors 
that  made  our  reports  disagree.  I  had  made  an  error  in  the  addition 
of  a  column  on  one  page  of  $200  00  and  found  some  small  errors  in 
Col.  Fort's.  My  report  now  shows  a  deficit  of  $161.72  or  that  much 
more  paid  out  than  the  school  fund  amounted  to.  Will  it  be  allowable 
to  pay  up  this  deficit  out  of  interest  on  i6th  section  fund  due  last  year, 
but  not  paid,  until  this  fall  ?  Of  course  if  I  had  not  unfortunntely 
made  this  error  I  should  have  stopped  payment,  but  I  think  the  plan 
of  payment  suggested  above  will  be  proper  as  the  interest  due  for  that 
year  w)^en  paid  could  be  applied  to  expenditures  for  that  year. 

A.  F.  Davis,  Treasurer.     * 

Perry. — Salary  of  superintendent  and  teachers  and  contingent  expenses 
have  been  included  under  the  general  head  of  School  Warrants,  and 
I  find  it  impracticable  to  make  a  correct  division  thereof.  Unpaid  war- 
rants estimated  from  October  i  up  to  the  15th,  nearly  $900.00  have  been 
paid,  leaving  an  estimated  outstanding  blance  of  $300.00. 

G.  D.  Hartfield.  / 

Pontotoc. — Last  November  I  applied  the  $1,536.03  to  the  scholastic  year 
i890-*9i  and  heretofore  it  had  been  applied  differently.  Therefore  su- 
perintendent Bingham  would  not  issue  warrants  against  this  fund, 
hence  claims.  The  $4,000.00  are  old  warrants  prior  to  schdlastic  year 
i890-'9i  except  a  few  hundred  dollars.  E.  C.  Pegues. 

Prentiss. — By  an  agreement  with  the  board  of  supervisors  and  county  su- 
perintendent, last  year's  amount  was  included  in  this  year's  fund,  and 
has  been  paid.  The  county  superintendent  agreed  with  the  board  that 
if  ihey  would  place  the  school  levy  at  three  mills  he  would  run  the 
schools  with  that  amount  and  pay  the  old  warrants ;  which  he  did  and 
has  money  left.  M.  L.  Burns. 

Quitman. — Your  letter  of  the  17th  in  regard  to  the  report  of  the  county 
treasurer  and  myself  is  before  me,  and  in  reply  will  say  I  sent  you  re- 
port on  the  17th,  the  day  I  received  your  letter  asking  for  it.  I  answered 
each  question  you  desired  answered  the  best  I  could.  My  finance  report 
as  to  amount  paid  teachers  is  correct.  I  am  satisfied  there  is  a  mistake 
in  the  treasurer's  report,  but  I  can't  do  anything  until  the  board  meets, 
when  the  matter  will  be  presented  and  they  shall  act  on  it.  I  intend 
to  have  the  pay  certificates  issued  by  myself  carefully  gone  over,  and  in 
that  way  I  will  be  able  to  find  where  the  blame  lies.  I  have  already 
stated  to  you  that  the  board  of  supervisors  have  paid  teachers  over  my 
protest,  and  the  clerk  would  issue  warrants  on  the  county  treasurer  for  the 
money.  You  can't  find  out  anything  from  the  clerk's  record  as  to  how 
much  the  treasurer  has  received,  and  I  don't  think  the  treasurer  keeps 
any  books  at  all — at  least  I  have  not  seen  them.  I  hope  my  explana- 
tion will  be  satisfactory  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 
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8COTT. — There  was  a  special  levy  of  two  mills  to  pay  the  unpaid  warrants 
reported  last  year,  which  was  insufficient,  and  the  balance  was  paid  out 
of  surplus  of  this  scholastic  year's  school  fund,  by  order  of  the  board 
of  supervisors.  J.  H.  Grundy. 

Sunflower. — All  monies  received  from  sixteenth  sections  and  all  disburse- 
ments of  same  are  applied  to  the  various  sixteenth  section  fund  ac- 
count, which  accounts  are  kept  separate  and  will  appear  in  the  accom- 
panying report  under  that  head.  W.  G.  Stigler. 

Tallahatchie. — I  have  no  means  of  knowing  what  amount  of  warrants 
are  unpaid,  as  many  of  the  certificates  issued  by  the  superintendent  of 
education  are  held  by  parties  with  whom  they  boarded.  They  having 
paid  full  value  (or  same,  and  are  holding  to  pay  taxes,  no  warrants 
having  ever  been  issued  on  the  certificates.  W.  M.  Steele. 

Tippah. — Amount  of  unpaid  school  warrants  not  registered  by  me  and 
could  only  find  out  from  superintendent's  books.  The  discrepancy  be- 
tween superintendent's  report  and  the  above  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
funds  have  been  paid  out  on  warrants  on  other  terms.  We  have  no 
warrants  one  year  old.  J.  A.  Plummer. 

Tishomingo. — This  is  the  best  I  can  get  from  the  books ;  cannot  vouch  for 
its  accuracy,  but  think  it  is  near  the  mark.  Cannot  give  amount  of 
unpaid  warrants  ;  hope  to  work  it  up  soon.  I  find  school  house  ac- 
count separate  and  give  it  as  per  the  books  :  * 

On  account  Tishomingo  County  for  School  House  Fund, 
1889. 
October.     By  balance  rendered • $  493  74 

1891. 
October.     By  amount  expended  on  repairs,  etc 170  00 

Balance  on  hand $  323  74 

Superintendent  F.  T,    Carmack    has    shown    me  your  letter  show- 
ing    considerable    discrepancy    in    figures.     I   of   course,    as  before 
stated,^  could  only  give  you  such  figures  as  I  could  find  by   former 
treasurer's  books,  which  I  stated  I  could  not  vouch  for, 
1st.  As  to  the  School  House  Fund : 

The  balance,  as  reported  for  i889-'90,  was $  493  74 

Disbursements 120  00 

Balance  October  i,  1890 373  74 

Disbursements 50  00 

Balance  October  i,  1891 $  323  74 

Discrepancy  in  treasurer's  commission,  $5.95  I  cannot  account  for  as 
I  give  them  as  I  find  them^  The  last  entry  amount  was  not  designa- 
ted. 

As  to  salary  of  superintendent,  my  report  shows  only  what  is  paid. 
The  discrepancy  should  be  covered  by  unpaid  warrants,  $68.35.  -^^ 
to  teachers'  salary,  my  figures  show  warrants  paid,  $6,287.43.  The 
discrepancy  can  only  be  covered  by  unpaid  warrants,  which  are  uncer- 
tain figures.  I  notice  as  to  dates  that  most  of  the  warrants  paid  are 
1890:  Thus— 
Warrants  for  1890 $4751  5^ 

Warrants  for  1891 1535  85 

Total $6287  43 

But  I  am  satisfied  that  many  of  the  warrants  thus  paid  for  1890  are 
i89o'9i  warrants,  I  presume  Carmack's  report,  as  now  corrected,  is  as 
near  as  we  can  get  it. 


Explanatory  Notes.      '  17^ 

The  report  of  county  treasurer  October  ist,  1890,  had  charged  cor- 
poration luka  with  $23.90  and  reported  same  in  his  report.  The 
county  treasurer  paid  the  amount  of  $23.90  to  the  town  treasurer  in 
October,  1890,  after  toVn  treasurer  sent  off  annual   report.     And  this 

amount  of  $23  90  to  county  treasurer's  report  of  $465.98 $  489  88 

Deduct  amount  reported  hj  town  treasurer 37^  93 

Leaves  balance $  117  95 

Which  is  the  true  amount  that  is  due  from  county  treasurer  for  last  dis> 
tribution  of  Chickasaw  fund,  which  was  not  paid  to  town  treasurer. 
This  amount  of  $117.95  stood  charged  ^^  county  treasurer's  book  to 
town  treasurer,  but  was  not  paid  to  him.  Geo.  P.  Hammerly. 

Tunica. — The  difference  in  the  amount  as  shown  by  the  enclosed  report, 
and  the  first  one,  to-wit :  $948.94  and  $1,307.13  is  caused  by  an  item 
having  been  charged  to  the  school  fund  that  belonged  to  the  general 
county  fund,  which  was  not  discovered  until  after  the  report  of  1890  had 
been  sent  you.  The  cause  of  the  difference  between  the  item  carried 
over  in  first  report  and  this  one,  $893.94  and  $948.94  is,  there  were  a 
few  items  to  be  added  that  were  received  prior  to  October  i,  1890,  that 
were  not  included;  The  discrepancy  in  the  Chickasaw  Fund  $1,474,74, 
was  this :  The  amount  was  received  last  year  and  has  been  overdue 
this  county  since  November,  1887,  hence  the  oversight.  The  cause  of 
the  difference  in  fines  and  forfeitures  is :  We  collected  $400.00  from 
sheriff  on  account  fines  from  circuit  court  since  mailing  report. 

W.  G.  Jaquess. 

Union. — After  careful  comparison  of  our  books,  we  think  the  above  report 
is  true  and  correct.  J.  A.  Smallwood,  Treas. 

G.  L.  Jones,  Supt, 

Wayne. — We  have  examined  the  superintendent's  certificate  and  clerk's 
warrant  books,  and  find  that  the  amount  of  teaser's  warrants  paid 
for  the  year  1890  and  1891  amounts  to  $68  44.15.  The  county  treas- 
urer in  making  his  report  on  teachers'  salaries  was  governed  by  paper 
cancelled  by  the  board  of  supervisors,  but  we  find  that  tecahers'  war- 
rdnts  for  the  previous  year  were  cancelled  which  will  account  for  the 
discrepancy  of  $386.94.  W.  S.  Davis,  Clerk. 

Geo.  W.  Bunch,  Treas. 
Truman  Gray,  Supt. 

Webster  — The  report  is  as  near  correct  as  possible,  or  as  near  as  I  can  get 
it.  S.  S.  Waits,  Treasurer. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  in  regard  to  my  report,  permit  me  to  say  that  in 
my  report  which  says  6  mills  levy  for  school  purposes  there  was  3  mills 
of  this  6  went  to  pay  schools  for  189 1,  and  the  other  3  mills  went  to 
pay  outstanding  school  warrants,  and  has  been  paid  on  outstanding  war- 
rants. If  you  will  divide  the  amount  derived  from  6  mills  levy  by  2 
it  will  show  that  half  went  on  outstanding  warrants.  This  was  the  order 
of  B.  S.  when  levy  was  made.  S.  S.  Waits, 

County  Treasurer. 

Winston. — Last  year  a  special  levy  of  4  mills  was  made  and  all  of  the  old 
warrants  were  paid  back  but  about  $1,800.00,  and  a  special  levy  this 
year  of  2}  mills  to  pay  the  balance.  As  these  warrants  had  been  issued 
prior  to  my  last  report,  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  report  them 
again.  W.  L.  Craig,  Treasurer, 

Yalobusha. — A  levy  has  been  made  by  the  board  of  supervisors  to  pay  out- 
standing school  warrants  which  will  pay  about  $6,500.00  of  these  war- 
rants the  present  year.  There  will  be  for  the  year  1892  about  $4000.00 
to  be  paid.  '  B.  R.  Winter. 


NARRATIVE    REPORTS 

COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


The  Narrative  Beports  of  Conaty  Superintendents  were 
prepared  in  response  to  the  following  oironlar  letter,  and 
relates  to  topics  therein  enumerated  .* 


OIROULAB    LETTER. 


Department  op  Education,  ) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  Nov.  11,  1891.  J 


To  County  8uperintendent» : 

In  addition  to  the  annnal  statistical  report,  I  respectfully 
request  that  you  will  prepare  a  narative  report  on  the  heads 
suggested  below : 

1.  Condition  and  progress  of  schools  during  the  past  two 
years. 

SCHOOL  FINANCES. 

2.  Explanatory  remarks  on  condition  thereof — amount  of 
indebtedness,  if  any — years  for  which  it  was  incurred — 
what  provision  made  to  pay  it,  etc. 

teaching  corps. 

8.  Advancing,  or  at  a  stand-still — do  they  manifest  profes- 
sional zeal  and  interest  in  work — are  accessions  to  corps 
composed  of  graduates  of  colleges  and  high  schools  ? — have 
any  had  professional  training  ? — are  they  showing  improve- 
ment in  examinations,  and  in  methods  of  training,  do  they 
send  educational  papers  or  journals  ?  Number  holding  B 
year  licenses,  etc. 

SCHOOL    HOUSES. 

4.  Present  condition — how  many  owned  by  county — can 
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yon  suggest  a  feasible  plan  by  which  good  houses  can  be  had 
in  every  district — would  it  be  judicious  to  allow  supervis- 
ors to  appropriate  surplus  school  fund  (say  to  the  amount  of 
4200  a  year)  to  buying  desks,  maps,  and  blackboards,  on  the 
plan  of  allowing  half  as  much  as  patrons  would  contribute  ? 

INSTITUTES. 

5.  Would  you  favor  a  change  to  a  week's  institute  in  sum- 
mer or  early  fall  ? — on  what  condition  of  attendance  ? — with 
experts  to  conduct  same  ?  Grivo  a  tabulated  statement  of  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements  of  institute  fund  for  past  two 
years  and  state  balance  on  hand. 

TEXT-BOOK   ADOPTION. 

6.  Tell  how  the  law  is  operating.  Give  a  list  of  the  books 
Adopted  and  the  contract  price  of  each,  etc. 

HIQH   SCHOOLS   AND    COLLEGES. 

7.  Number  in  county— not  including  separate  school  dis- 
tricts— ^work  they  are  doing  to  advance  educational  inter- 
ests of  county — prospects  of  increase,  etc.,  and  any  other 
matter  of  interest  about  your  public  schools. 

Prompt  attention  will  greatly  oblige. 

J.  R  Preston,  State  Supt.  Public  Education. 


L 


lil! 


ADAMS. 


J.   W.    HXNDXB60N,   8UPXBINTXMDENT. 

1.  The  schools  of  Adams  connty,  although  not  up  to  the 
standard  that  might  be  desired,  are  reaching  toward  it,  and 
their  upward  progress  daring  the  past  two  years  has  been 
decided. 

2.  Our  school  fund  having  emerged  from  the  incubus  of 
a  large  debt,  incurred  years  ago,  now  shows  a  respectable 
balance  on  hand. 

3.  Our  teachers — in  respect  to  zeal  and  competency — are 
progressing,  slowly  it  is  true,  but  steadily.  A  few  of  them 
have  had  professional  training,  and  accessions  to  the  corps 
are  usually  graduates  of  high  schools.  In  their  examina- 
tions from  year  to  year,  a  fair  proportion  exhibit  marked 
improvement ;  and  the  same  statement  may  be  made  con- 
cerning methods  of  teaching.  One  of  the  number  is  licens- 
ed by  the  State  Board  and  three  hold  two  year  licenses. 
Educational  journals  are  neither  taken  nor  read  to  the  ex- 
tent that  is  desirable. 

4.  The  county  of  Adams  having  made  improvements 
upon  certain  private  buildings,  has  acquired  a  guaranteed  use 
of  them  for  school  purposes.  The  number  thus  jointly 
owned  is  fourteen  and  these  are  in  good  repair.  In  addition 
to  the  above,  the  county  owns  eight  school  houses,  and  the 
latter  are  not  in  very  good  repair.  I  would  recommend 
that  boards  of  supervisors  be  authorized  to  make  annual  ap- 
propriations from  surplus  school  funds^  the  aggregate  not  to 
exceed  five  per  cent,  of  said  funds,  toward  building  and  re- 
pairing school  houses,  or  purchasing  school-room  supplies ; 
upon  condition,  however,  that  the  patrons  of  a  school  re- 
ceiving such  aid  shall  in  each  case  contribute  an  amount 
equal  to  that  expended  by  the  county. 

5.  Instead  of  the  present  mode  of  holding  institutes  I  would 
prefer  a  week's  institute,  conducted  by  experts,  and  held  im- 
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mediately  prior  to  the  fall  examination,  and  would  recommend 
that  everj  teacher,  before  being  employed  for  the  scholastic 
year,  shall  be  required  to  present  a  certificate  of  attendance 
upon  an  institute  thus  held,  or  forfeit  for  each  day's  absence 
one  day's  salary,  the  same  to  be  deducted  from  the  first 
month's  pay,  and  this  forfeiture  to  be  exacted  in  all  cases, 
regardless  of  excuse. 

ADAMS  COUNTY   INSTITUTE   FUND. 

I  have  on  hand,  as  per  enclosed  statement  $182.95. 

Disbursements. 

5^Institutes,  November  and  December,  1^89 $  12  50 

14  Institutes,  January  to  May,  1890 35  00 

9  Instiutes,  October,  November  and  Dec.  1890 22  50 

16  Institutes,  January  to  May,  1891 40  80 

3  Institutes,  November,  1891 7  50 

Balance  on  hand 182  95 

Total $301  25 

Receipts. 

November  1, 1889,  balance  on  hand .$162  25 

November,  1889,  collected 3  00 

April,  1890,  collected 53  00 

October,  1890,  collected 19  00 

April,  1891,  collected ^. 45  50 

October,  1891,  collected ' 18.50 


Total $301  25 

Our  adoption  text  books  works  well,  and  the  accompany- 
ing list  will  show  our  action  in  this  matter. 

LIST   OF   BOOKS   ADOPTED   FOR   CITY   OF   NATCHEZ   AND   ADaMS 
^    COUNTY,    MISSISSIPPI,  OCTOBER,  6^   1890. 

Eeed  &|Kellogg,  graded  lessons;  Eeed  &  Kellogg,  higher 
English  ;  Kellogg's  rhetoric;  Keed's  word  lessons;  Holman's 
new  readers — first  reader,  second  reader,  third  reader. 
Fourth  Reader ;  Maury's  elements  of  geography ;  Maury's 
Manual  Miss.  Ed.;  Sharpless  &  Phillips'  nat.  phil.,  Ber- 
ry's U,  S.  hist. ;  Sanford's  primary  arith.';  Sanford's 
inter,  arith. ;  Sanford's  common  school  arith. ;  Sanford's 
higher  arith.;  Hansell's  primary  speller;  Hansell's  copy 
books ;  Hansell's  tracing  books.  « 

7.     In  the  county  of  Adams,  outside  the  city  of  Natchez, 
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we  have  but  one  institution  of  bigh  grade,  viz :  Jefferson 
College,  which  is  fairly  endowed  and  admirably  condacted, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Raymond,  President  Ray- 
mond is  well  supported  in  bis  work  by  Professors  Harper 
and  Reeves,  both  graduates  of  Oxford,  Miss.  The  average 
attendance  at  Jefferson  College  is  about  fifty. 


ALCORN. 

JOHN   D.    BUROE,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  The  schools  of  this  county  are  perhaps  well  up  to  the 
average,  but  not  what  might  be  desired.  There  are  people 
in  every  district  who  take  a  lively  interest  in  school  work, 
looking  after  its  welfare  in  every  particular ;  but  a  large 
number  (as  is  the  case  everywhere,  1  presume),  are  not 
awake  to  the  needs  of  their  schools,  and  the  great  benefit 
that  might  be  derived  from  them  by  proper  management.  Gen- 
erally speaking,  trustees  do  not  fully  appreciate  their  duty 
or  realize  the  responsibility  resting  upon  them.  Many  are 
not  impressed  with  the  fact  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  them 
to  secure  a  teacher  especially  adapted  to  the  needs  of  their 
school,  and  not  the  first  one  who  happens  to  apply  for  the 
position ;  and  the  monthly  visiting  of  the  school  is  a  matter 
of  not  much  importance.  During  the  past  two  years  prog- 
ress is  discernible.  Districts  that  have  been  somewhat  in- 
different as  to  teachers  now  clamor  for  those  who  hold  first- 
grade  certificates,  and  who  have  good  executive  ability; 
and  trustees  are  elected  who  are  fully  awake  to  their  duty. 

2.  The  finances  are  in  good  condition.  At  the  close  of 
the  scholastic  year  of  1889-90,  there  was  something  over 
$700  in  the  treasury.  At  the  close  of  the  year  just  passed 
there  were  over  $1,800  to  be  carried  over  to  this.  This  has 
been  accomplished  by  locating  schools  so  as  to  accommo- 
date the  largest  number,  and  by  using  economy  in  contract- 
ing with  teachers,  at  the  same  time  not  stinting  them  in 
salary.  If  the  increase  continues  it  will  be  possible  ta  have 
five  months  term  in  the  near  future. 

3.  The  teachers  are  commendably  progressive.  There  is 
an  observable  desire  to  improve  for  improvement's  sake, 
and  for  better  preparation  for  work.  Few  are  so  indiffer. 
ent  as  to  exhibit  no  interest  or  zeal  in  their  profession- 
While  few  have  had  professional  training — ^many  having  no 
advantages  except  common  schools — yet  by  industry  and 
close  application  they  have  become  comparatively  profi- 
cient. 
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4.  The  school  bouses  are  Dot  in  as  good  condition  as 
<30uld  be  desired.  Some  are  built  of  logs  and  are  so  open 
that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  make  them  comfortable ;  others 
are  not  sufficiently  heated,  while  some  are  comfortable  and 
-comparatively  well  ordered.  Very  few  are  furnished  with 
finything  beyond  blackboards  and  seats.  Special  effort  has 
been  made  during  the  past  two  years  to  arouse  the  people 
to  the  necessity  of  comfortable  houses,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
it  will  result  in  good. 

5.  The  Institutes  held  have  been  profitable,  having  been 
conducted  with  a  view  to  rendering  the  teachers  capable  of 
imparting  the  knowledge  to  the  pupils  in  the  best  possible 
manner.  The  best  methods  of  teaching  branches,  as  given 
in  the  institute  outlines,  have  been  sought  after,  and  the  re- 
fiult  is  apparent.  These  institutes  when  properly  conducted 
are  of  immense  value  to  both  teacher  and  pupil.  The  sug- 
guestion  as  to  holding  a  week's  institute  at  some  proper 
time  is  an  eminently  good  one,  and  if  it  could  be  had  in  ad- 
dition to  the  monthly  ones  now  provided  for  it  would  be 
much  better.  The  question  of  attendance  is  the  only  thing 
in  the  way  of  its  being  a  succeps  from  the  beginning.  In 
this  county,  however,  I  can  but  believe  that  enough  would 
attend  without  anv  condition  to  make  it  a  success. 

6.  Upon  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  series  of  text-books 
«ome  opposition  was  aroused,  principally  by  unsuccessful 
publishers.  But  since  it  has  been  tried,  and  the  good  re- 
sult of  uniformity  has  become  so  patent,  the  people  have 
become  satisfied  and  in  many  places  pleased.  The  books 
adopted  are  as  follows:  Lippincotfs  Popular  Speller, 
Holmes's  new  series  of  readers,  Maury's  geography  (Miss. 
Ed.),  Eobinson's  series  of  arithmetics,  Bingham's  grammar, 
Ohamber's  history,  Sharpless  &  Phillips'  natural  philosophy, 
•Cutter's  physiology. 

7.  There  are  three  high  schools  in  the  county  outside  of 
Corinth,  ^hich  are  doing  splendid  work  and  are  great  fac- 
tors in  the  promotion  of  the  educational  interest  of  the 
county.  All ,  are  presided  over  by  efficient  and  zealous 
principals  who  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  work.  They  are 
as  follows:  Kossuth,  D.  A.  'Hill ;  Jacinto,  J.  O.  Looney; 
Bienzi,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Page.  There  is  a  female  college  in  Cor- 
inth, conducted  by  Miss  Lena  Elgin,  in  a  most  efficient  man- 
ner. 


AMITE. 


GEO.  A.  McGEHBE,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  condition  and  progress  of  the  white  schools  have  been 
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very  satisfactory  during  the  past  two  years,  shown  by  au 
increased  attendance,  a  growing  interest  manifested  by 
parents  and  children  and  the  advancement  of  pupils.  The 
progress  of  colored  schools  has  not  been  satisfactory. 

The  fands,  collected  by  taxation  for  the  scholastic  year 
1889-'90,  had  been  paid  on  on  warrants  issued  the  preceding 
year;  in  consequence  thereof  a  deficit  of  $6,539.25  stands 
against  the  school  fund,  for  the  payment  of  which  the  board 
of  supervisors,  in  September  last,  levied  IJ  mills,  which  will 
pay  about  one-half  of  it.  The  funds  collected  for  scholastic 
year  1890-'91  were  sufficient  to  pay  all  current  expenses, 
and  a  balnnce  of  $2,000  was  transferred  to  the  funds  of  this 
scholastic  year. 

The  white  teachers  are  advancing  in  knowledge  and 
the  methods  of  teaching,  and  many  show  a  great  deal  of  in- 
terest  and  zeal,  recognizing  the  fact  that  the  only  sure  road 
to  success  is  to  possess  these  valuable  traits  of  character.  A 
few  teachers  make  teaching  a  profession,  but  most  of  them 
do  so  as  a  stepping-stone  to  some  other  profession  or  occu- 
pation. Nine  teachers  are  graduates,  but  none  of  a  Normal 
college ;  many  take,  read  and  digest  educational  papers  or 
journals,  which  I  often  find  on  the  teacher's  desk,  and  in 
such  cases  I  see  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  effort  for  self- 
improvement.  The  colored  teachers,  with  some  exceptions,, 
are  doing  but  little  to  advance  the  children ;  to  give  the 
minimum  time  and  to  get  their  salary  seems  to  be  their  only 
object,  and  to  give  value  received  for  the  money  is  some- 
thing never  thought  of  by  many  of  them.  Since  I  came  into 
office  I  have  examined  97  white  applicants  and  73  colored  to 
October  1st,  1891.  I  licensed  22  white  teachers  for  three 
years,  11  for  two  years  and  42  for  one  year — 15  second  grade 
teachers,  and  there  were  seven  failures;  colored,  6  for  two 
years,  18  for  one  year,  22  second  grade,  18  third  grade  and 
14  failures.  For  cause,  I  have  revoked  the  licenses  of  three 
colored  teachers. 

The  school  houses  of  the  white  districts,  48  in  number,, 
are  improving  in  every  way,  as  the  small  log  house  is  now 
giving  way  to  larger  houses,  framed  or  boxed,  well-lighted 
und  adapted  to  the  comfort  of  the  children.  The  colored 
school  houses,  41  in  number,  show  but  little  improvement^ 
many  districts  being  so  located  as  to  use  the  churches  for 
school  houses.  The  trustees  of  fifty- four  schools  have  deeds 
to  the  land  on  which  the  school  house  stands,  and  have  drawn 
the  sum  of  $  10.25  each  out  of  the  building  fund,  the  amount 
appropriated  by  the  board  of  supervisors  to  each  school  a& 
soon  as  a  deed  to  the  land  was  recorded.  I  think  the  plan 
of  appropriating  a  small  sum  of  money  out  of  the  school  fund, 
conditioned  on  the  patrons  contributing  a  like  sura,  to  fur- 
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nish  each  school  with  necessary  aids,  such  as  globes^  maps, 
charts,  blackboards,  pens,  ink  and  crayon,  is  a  mosre  in  the 
right  direction. 

The  institutes,  as  now  conducted,  are  not  much  more  than 
farces,  as  more  teachers  furnish  excuses  than  attend,  and  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  plan  that  a  week's  institute  be  held  for  each 
color,  conducted  by  a  graduate  of  a  Normal  school,  the  same 
to  be  appointed  by  the  state  board  of  education,  compelling 
every  teacher  to  attend  under  a  forfeiture  of  license,  and  that 
the  examination  fee  of  teachers  be  no  longer  collected,  and 
the  said  conductor  of  institutes  be  paid  out  of  the  school 
fund  and  all  amounts  of  institute  funds  on  hand  be  turned 
into  the  treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  school  fund. 

I  received  from  J.  K.  Galtney,  former  superinten- 

dent,  on  Institute  fund,  March  10,  1890 $  64  00 

April,,  1890,  examinations,  47  applicants 28  50 

October,  1890,  examinations,  50  applicants 25  00 

April,  1891;  examinations,  78  applicants 36  50 

Total  collected $  149  00 

By  amounts  to  P.  L.  Marsalis,  Institute  manager. . .  $  17  00 

By  amounts  to  W.  K.  Nettles,  Institute  manager. . .  7  50 

By  amounts  1o  J.  A.  Isaacs,  Institute  manager 12  50 

By  amounts  to  Geo.  W.  Morey,  Institute  manager.  7  50 

By  amounts  to  M.  Wilkinson,  Institute  manager. . .  5  00 

By  amounts  to  H.  J.  Carter,  Institute  manager 10  00 

^  Ey  amounts  to  J.  E.  Galtney,  Institute  manager. . .  10  00 

Total  paid  out $     70  00 

Balance  forward  to  account  1891-'92 $     79  00 


\ 


Total $  149  00 

Thetext-book  committee  met  according  to  law  and  adopted 
books  to  be  used  in  the  public  schools  for  the  period  of  five 
years,  and  in  my  opinion  no  better  law  was  ever  enacted 
than  this  act;  it  is  enabling  teachers  to  begin  a  system  of 
grading  schools,  thus  securing  to  the  pupil  all  the  advan- 
tages of  more  attention,  and  reducing  the  labor  of  teachers; 
the  cost  of  books  has  been  reduced  in  price  from  20  to  80 
per  cent,  of  former  prices.  The  following  are  the  books 
adopted : 

McGuffey's  speller,  Swinton's  introductory  geography, 
Swinton's  grammar-school  geography,  Swinton's  language 
lessons,  Harvey's  revised  elementary  grammar,  Harvey's 
revised  English  grammar,  Waddy's  composition  and  rhetoric, 
Steele's  physiology  and  philosophy,  Eobinson's  primary 
arithmetic,  Eobinson's  iDtellectual  arithmetic,  Robinson's 
rudiments  arithmetic,  Eobinson's  practical  arithmetic. 


I 
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Contract  with  American  Book  Company  ior  the  above  on 
file. 

Hansen's  school  history  United  States,  Hansell's  higher 
history  United  States. 

Contract  with  P.  P.  Hansell  &  Bro.,  New  Orleans,  on  file 
for  these  histories. 

Gillsburg  Collegiate  Institute,  W.  K.  Nettles,  president, 
Liberty  Male  and  Pemale  College,  P.  L.  Marsalis,  president, 
and  East  Pork  Male  and  Pemale  College,  S.  S.  Nettles,  presi- 
dent, are  three  institutions  of  learning  of  high  grade,  and 
are  doing  much  to  raise  the  standard  of  education  and  to  fit 
the  coming  man  and  woman  for  the  duties  of  life ;  each,  no 
doubt,  will  exert  an  influence  that  will  tend  to  elevate  the 
community  in  all  that  makes  the  true  man  and  woman. 

In  closfng  this  report,  I  must  say  that  though  the  present 
system  of  public  schools  ma>  not  be  perfect,  yet  the  good  it  is 
doing  is  shown  so  plainly  that  the  opposition  to  it  is  grow- 
ing weaker  every  year,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  coming 
Legislature  will  re-enact  the  present  law,  with  such  amend- 
ments as  may  render  the  service  more  perfect  in  all  its 
workings. 


ATTALA. 

T.   J.   FOWLER,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

1st.  There  has  been,  unquestionably,  a  marked  im- 
provement in  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  my  coun- 
ty in  the  past  two  years  This  is  due  to  two  things.  In 
the  first  place,  teachers  are  better  prepared  for  their  work, 
many  of  them  having  attended  normal  schools  and  taken  a 
course  in  the  teacher's  department,  and,  in  many  instances, 
private  schools  are  kept  up  from  two  to  four  months  in  con- 
nection with  the  public  term  of  four  months. 

2d'  The  financial  condition  of  my  county  is  not  as  good 
as  it  should  be.  We  cannot  pay  efficient  teachers  such 
wages  as  will  justify  them  to  give  all  their  time  to  their 
work  and  to  preparation  for  the  same.  The  county  school 
debt  amounts  to  $2,888.62.  This  was  the  indebtedness  at 
the  time  of  my  coming  into  office  two  years  ago.  This  debt 
accumulated  during  the  last  three  or  four  years  of  my  pre- 
decessor's term  of  office.  This  debt  will  be  paid  very  soon 
by  a  special  levy  made  by  the  supervisors  for  that  purpose. 

3d.  There  is,  unquestionably,  an  advancement  in 
qualification  among  the  teachers  of  my  county.  Most  of 
the  teachers  take  more  than  ordinary  interest  in  the  duties 
of  their  profession.     Very   few  accessions  to  our  corps  of 
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teachers  are  graduates,  either  from  colleges  or  high  schools, 
as  we  have  no  such  schools  in  our  county,  and  the  teachers 
generally  are  too  poor  to  go  a  distance  and  sustain  them- 
selves until  they  graduate.  The  number,  however,  taking 
teachers'  courses  in  the  different  normal  schools  of  the 
State  is  constantly  increasing.  The  average  made  in  the 
examinations  shows  a  continual  growth  made  in  the  qualifi- 
cations of  teachers.  There  are  not  as  many  educational 
papers  or  journals  read  as  should  be,  but  many  teachers 
have  instead  procured  good  books  on  teaching  and  study 
them.  I  have  issued  sixty-six  three  year's  certificates  in 
the  last  two  years. 

4th.  Many  school  houses,  especially  those  used  by  the 
colored  people,  are  not  suitable  for  winter  schools.  New 
houses  are  being  built,  and  a  greater  interest  is  taken  in 
this  direction.  The  county  owns  a  part  interest  in  some 
thirty  houses.  It  is  my  opinion  that  school  houses  should 
be  built  by  taxation.  The  houses  should  be  the  property  of 
the  county.  At  present,  in  this  county,  it  will  take  all  the 
funds  which  we  can  raise  to  pay  the  teachers.  Most  of  the 
schools  have  blackboards,  and  several  have  desks,  maps, 
etc. 

5th.  Institutes  are  a  good  thing  for  teachers  who  live  near 
the  place  where  they  are  held  and  who  can  attend  them, 
but  where  the  teacher  has  to  travel  from  ten  to  twenty 
miles  through  rain  and  cold,  along  a  road  extremely  muddy, 
for  five  hours'  instruction,  I  think  such  an  institute  system  is 
a  failure.  If  we  are  to  have  them,  let  us  have  a  week's  in- 
stitute in  October. 

I  Jhave  examined  892  teachers  in  the  two  years.  This 
amounts  to  $196.00.  I  have  spent  for  institutes,  paper  and 
blackboard  $22.10,  leaving  on  hand  9173.90.  The  first  win- 
ter I  was  in  office  I  had  no  funds,  as  none  were  turned  over 
to  me  by  the  former  superintendent.  Last  winter  we  had 
five  general  institutes  in  the  county,  two  for  the  white 
teachers  and  three  for  the  colored. 

6th.  The  following  are  the  books  adopted :  Webster's 
Speller,  Holmes'  readers,  Swinton's  introductory  geogra- 
phy, Swinton's  elementary  geography,  Swinton's  complete 
geography,  Swinton's  school  composition,  Bobinson's  pro- 
gressive arithmetic,  Eobinson's  intellectual  arithmetic^ 
Kobinson's  practical  arithmetic,  Harvey's  elementary 
grammar,  Harvey's  English  grammar.  Chambers'  school 
history.  Chambers'  higher  history.  Smith's  physiology, 
Steele's  natural  philosophy. 

The  law  is  operating  splendidly.     All  are  well  pleased. 
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BENTON. 

L.    E.    LIPFOBD,   SUPBRINTBNDENT. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  the  condition  of  the  schools  of 
Benton  county  for  the  last  two  years  has  been  good,  and 
that  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  in  a  majority  of 
the  same.  The  school  fund  was  in  debt  about  $2,800  at  the 
commencement  of  the  scholastic  year  1890-'91.  Said  in- 
debtedness had  been  incurred  at  different  times  during  the 
"last  twelve  years.  A  surplus  of  about  91,000  accumulated 
during  the  same  year.  The  county  treasurer  was  ordered 
by  the  board  of  supervisors  to  use  this  surplus  in  part  pay- 
ment of  the  above  indebtedness.  It  levied  (!})  one  and  one- 
half  mills,  amounting  to  about  $1,100  to  be  used  in  same 
manner  as  surplus.  This  will  leave  a  balance  of  about 
$700,  for  the  payment  of  which  no  provision  has  been  made. 
All  school  warrants  are  cashed  at  present,  as  soon  as  issued. 

The  teachers  of  this  county  are  live  and  progressive  in 
the  main.  Of  course  there  are  some  who  make  teaching  a 
stepping  stone  and  do  not  show  much  professional  zeal  and 
enthusiasm  in  their  work.  But  these  are  few.  A  majority 
avail  themselves  of  every  opportunity  to  better  qualify 
themselves  for  their  profession,  such  as  taking  educational 
books,  periodicals,  attending  institutes,  educational  meet- 
ings, etc. ;  and  are  showing  marked  improvement  in  their 
methods  of .  school-room  work  and  examinations.  A  few 
hold  two  years  licenses.  Several  have,  had  professional 
training.     Some  are  graduates  of  colleges. 

About  one-half  the  school  houses  for  whites  are  in  good 
condition  and  are  supplied  with  good  seats.  The  houses 
for  the  negroes  are  in  bad  condition  and  are  chiefly  churches. 
Twenty-six  (26)  are  owned  by  the  county. 

Let  each  school  district  be  taxed  to  build  and  furnish  its 
school  houses.  ^ 

A  week's  institute  just  prior  to  examination,  would  in  my 
opinion  produce  better  results  than  the  present  system.  Make 
attendance  a  prerequisite  for  certificate. 

1890  ,  INSTITUTE   FUND.  Dr.  Cr. 

To  Ex.  Fee  97  teachers  (45  white  and  82  col.) .  $88  60  • 
To  balance  fund  of  1889 6  00 

1891 
To  Ex.  Pee  96  teachers  (57  white  and  89  col.) .  $  48  00 

1890 

By  amount  paid  Institute  managers $  45  00 

By  amount  of  incidental  expenses 8  50 
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1891 
By  iDcidental  [expenses 1  50 


$92  50  $50  00 
To  balance  on  hand $42  00 

The  text-book  law  has  met  with  considerable  opposition 
and  has  been  accepted  with  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the 
people.  It  has  diminished  attendance  in  a  few  schools. 
Oenerally  it  is  working  well  and  will  be  productive  in  the 
near  future  of  much  good. 

There  are  three  academies  in  the  county,  to-wit : 
Ashland  Academy,  Hickory  FUt  Institute  and  Hopewell 
Academy.  The  public  sessions  of  these  schools  are  supple- 
mented with ^ four  or  five  months  of  private  terms.  These 
fichools  are  doing  good  work  with  an  attendance  during  the 
public  term  of  80  to  100,  and  during  private  term  40  to  50. 


BOLIVAR 

FRED    OLARK,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  All  of  the  public  schools  of  the  county  are  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition,  and  there  is  a  steady  advance  in  all  parts 
of  the  county.  The  greatest  difficulty  I  have  to  contend 
with  is  in  getting  the  school  patrons  themselves  to  take  the 
requisite  interest  in  the  daily  management  ot  the  schools, 
while  I  find  them  all  ready  to  make  a  row  when  any  little 
disorder  happens  in  the  school.  The  negroes  seem  always 
willing  to  submit  quietly  to  any  regulation  adopted  for  their 
benefit  either  by  this  office  or  by  other  school  authorities, 
while  the  patrons  of  the  white  schools  are  more  inclined  to 
take  the  management  of  the  school  into  their  own  hands, 
and  to  disregard  authority. 

2.  The  finances  are  in  a  very  healthy  condition.  Warrants 
are  all  worth  their  face  value,  and  have  always  been  cashed 
on  presentation  at  the  treasurer's  office.  In  1890-'91  I  was 
enabled  to  run  the  schools  for  five  months,  but  this  vear, 
(1891-'92)  I  shall  be  obliged  to  close  at  the  end  of  the 
fourth  month  of  the  term.  The  board  of  supervisors  have 
deemed  it  unwise  to  supply  the  common  school  fund  of 
the  county  more  than  sufficient  to  run  the  schools  the 
constitutional  period  of  four  months. 

3.  There  is  a  very  marked  change  for  the  better  in  the 
attainments  of  the  teachers  employed  in  the  public  schools, 
though   in  this  comparatively  new  country,   there  is  still 
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room  for  improvement.  I  at  first  bad  difficulty  in  forcing- 
them  to  stand  the  examinations,  but  I  succeeded,  and  the 
result  is  that  those  who  were  themselves  in  need  of  school- 
ing declined  the  test.  Many  of  my  present  teachers  are 
professionals,  and  have  bad  the  best  training  in  the  country. 
All  are  well  fitted  to  take  charge  of  the  schools  of  the  county^ 
and  force  their  pupils  on  towards  knowledge.  Some  of  my 
accessions  are  graduates,  while  there  has  been  a  tendency  to 
obtain  the  services  of  more  experienced  teachers  for  those 
schools  where  the  patrons  are  alive  to  the  true  interests  of 
the  scholars.  The  examining  board  have  only  granted  one 
three  years  license.  They  have  thought  that  the  examina- 
tions were  the  best  exercises  for  the  teachers,  and  they  have 
been  loth  to  grant  any  exemptions  from  them,  although  t^ey 
have  been  extremely  liberal  in  their  gradings.  An  evidence 
of  this  is  that  we  have  had  no  appeals  from  the  decisions  of 
the  board,  though  I  have  always  informed  those  who  are  dis- 
appointed,  that  they  had  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  State  Board 
of  Education.  I  doubt,  however,  if  any  of  them  are  fond  of 
reading  the  educational  journals  of  the  day. 

4.  One  of  the  most  serious  difficulties  in  the  way  of  pub- 
lic education  in  this  county,  is  the  lack  of  school  houses. 
There  are  no  funds  in  most  townships,  while  in  all  there  has 
been  sad  waste  of  the  lands  set  apart  for  that  purpose.  I 
strenuously  recommend  that  discretion  be  given  the  board 
of  supervisors  to  apply  the  surplus  funds  at  the  end  of  each 
year  to  the  erecting  and  improving  the  school  property  of 
the  county.  The  funds  should  be  given  only  to  those  who 
are  disposed  to  help  themselves. 

5.  I  have  found  the  institutes  in  this  county  to  be  a  great 
failure.  Schools  are  long^  distances  apart,  and  there  are  com- 
paratively few  white  schools  in  the  county,  and  most  of  ttose 
are  opening  at  different  times  during  the  year  to  suit  the 
Convenience  of  the  patrons  in  each  neighborhood.  I  think 
that  a  general  institute  should  be  held  at  some  time  during- 
the  year,  to  last  at  least  two  weeks,  and  all  the  teachers  be 
compelled  to  attend,  and  be  allowed  sufficient  salary  to  pay 
their  living  expenses  in  the  meantime.  This  should  be  con- 
ducted by  an  experienced  teacher  employed  for  the  purpose. 

6.  Text  book  publishers  are  making  a  fuss  over  their 
agents  in  this  county,  who  they  claim  are  not  treating  them 
fairly,  and  I  have  had  a  considerable  amount  of  trouble  in 
getting  the  books  introduced  into  each  school.  I  like  the 
law,  and  think  that  no  change  should  be  suggested. 

7.  The  following  text  books  were  adopted  for  the  county, 
viz :  Watson's  complete  speller ;  Holmes's  readers ;  Barnes^ 
pictorial  lessons  in  English ;  Seed  &  Kellogg's  lessons  in 
English  ;   Bobinson^s  primary  arithmetic,  Eobinson's  arith- 
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metic,  intellectual;  Eobinson's  rudiments  of  arithmetic, 
Bobinson's  arithmetic,  practical;  Swinton's  new  school 
composition ;  Chambers'  school  history  of  United  States, 
Chambers's  higher  history  of  17.  S.;  Gillet  &  Kolfe's  first 
book  natural  philosophy;  Gillet  &  Bolfe's  elementary 
natural  philosophy;  Brown's  eclectic  Physiology;  Monteith's 
geography;  Monteith's  elementary  geography. 


CARKOLL. 

J.    S.    OOLMEBT,    8UPEBINTENDEMT. 

1st.  The  number  of  schools  has  increased,  also  more  effi- 
cient in  their  great  work,  viz :  to  educate  the  masses. 

2d.  The  school  finances  were  in  a  bad  condition  in  the 
year  1889-'90,  because  of  the  changing  from  a  credit  to  a 
cash  basis.  At  the  close  of  that  scholastic  year  the  county 
owed  the  teachers  about  $12,000.  This  debt  will  be  canceled 
this  yei^r,  by  special  levy  of  5  mills,  and  appropriating  the 
balance  in  treasury  for  the  scholastic  year  of  1890-'91.  This 
last  year's  warrants  are  all  paid ;  so  by  January,  1892,  the 
county  will  be  free  from  and  school  debt. 

3d.  Our  teaching  corps  has  made  some  advance.  As  in  all 
other  professions,  some  are  zealous;  others  do  not  manifest 
the  zeal  they  should.  The  accession  of  teachers  is  mostly 
from  our  high  schools.  A  few  take  educational  papers. 
Number  of  whites  holding  three  years  license,  10  ;  two  years, 
12.     These  are  not  all  teaching  in  our  schools  at  present.  ^ 

4th.  But  very  few  of  the  school  houses  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts are  built  or  furnished  properly.  This  is  a  great  need 
i^  our  cbunty — good  houses  and  properly  located.  About 
50  per  cent  of  the  houses  belong  to  the  county,  the  rest  are 
churches  and  Alliance  houses.  I  know  of  no  plan  to  increase 
and  improve  these  houses  but  by  constantly  urging  their  ne- 
cessity, and  keeping  alive  a  spirit  or  desire  among  the  peo- 
ple to  educate  their  children. 

5th.  I  certainly  would  favor  a  change  in  the  holding  of 
institutes.  I  think  May  would  be  a  good  time  to  hold  them, 
immediately  after  the  spring  examination. 

INSTITUTE   FUND. 
(Number  of  Teachers  examined.)  White.         Colored. 

October,  1890 26  49 

April,  1891 20  22 

October,  1891 86  64 

Total 81  185 

Grand  total \ 216 

B-.18 
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Amount  received $  108  00 

AmouDt  spent  for  Institutes 70  00 


Balance  on  band  to  tnrn  over  to  successor.  .$     88  00 

The  law  in  regard  to  text-books  bas  worked  quite  a  revo- 
lution. Tbere  was  no  uniformity  of  tezt^books  before  tbe 
law  went  into  force. 

BOOKS   ADOPTED     BT   OOMMITTBS   OF   OOUNTT    SEPTEMBER,     1891. 

Swinton's  word  primer  and  word  book  speller,  Bobinson^s 
intellectual  aritbmetic,  White's  first  book  of  arithmetic  and 
new  complete  arithmetic,  Harve^s  revised  elementary 
grammar  and  revised  English  grammar,  Barnes's  elementary 
geography  and  complete  geography,  Swinton's  composition, 
Eggleston's  primary  history  of  United  States  and  history  of 
United  States,  Smith's  primary  physiology  and  elements  of 
physiology  and  hygiene,  Steele's  popular  philosophy,  Spen- 
cerian  copy  books. 

These  books  were  exchanged  free,  book  for  book,  of  the 
same  grade,  to  each  scholar. 

7th.  The  number  of  high  schools  in  the  county  at  present 
is  four.  These  are  doing  a  good  work  in  advancing  the 
educational  interests  of  the  county.  In  all  of  them  there  are 
some  students  pursuing  their  studies  with  reference  to  teach- 
ing in  public  schools. 


CHICKASAW. 

J.   A.   WILKINSON,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

I  am  happy  to  note,  on  every  hand,  the  growing  interest 
manifested  by  the  people  of  every  condition  in  life  in  the 
educational  development  of  the  coming  generation.  This  is 
shown  by  a  desire  to  secure  the  best  teachers,  and  in  pre- 
paring better  accommodations  for  their  children,  in  school 
houses,  etc. 

Notwithstanding  two  crop  failures  in  this  section,^the  gen- 
eral tendency  educationally  is  onward  and  upward,  to'a  higher 
plane.  I  am  inclined  to  attribute  this  impetus,  in  part,  to 
the  rigid  examination  of  teachers,  and  close  superWsion  re- 
quired under  the  present  law.  The  financial  condition  good; 
but  owing  to  looseness  in  management  in  past  years,  we  are 
not  what  we  ought  to  be.  Two  years  ago  we  were  several 
thousand  behind,  and  with  the  three  mill  tax  could  not  pay 
out,  but  we  find  ourselves  in  mvch  better  condition,  and  in 
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a  short  time  will  be  able  to  pay  cash  to  the  end  of  the  term, 
and  mn  five  months. 

The  corps  of  professional  teachers  is  rapidly  increasing, 
and  the  zeal  and  efficiency  manifested  by  them  in  their 
work,  is  slowly,  bat  surely  relegating  the  dd-time  pedagogue 
to  the  rear.  Many  graduates  of  high  schools  and  colleges  are 
preparing  themselves  especially  for  school  work^  by  attend- 
ing the  terms  set  apart  for  professional  training.  A  marked 
improvement  in  examinations  and  in  methods  of  teaching  is 
noticeable ;  many  teachers  devote  a  part  of  their  earnings 
to  buying  books  treating  on  the  subject  of  teaching,  and  read 
one  or  more  of  the  excellent  journals  on  education.  We  have 
S8  teachers  holding  three  year's  licenses. 

School-houses  owned  by  the  county  sixty-nine.  Number 
of  schools  over  one  hundred.  In  many  districts  the  houses 
are  reasonably  good  ;  while  in  others  very  indifferent ;  some 
worthless.  Some  are  supplied  with  maps  and  desks ;  greater 
part  with  blackboards  in  some  form. 

I  would  favor  a  small  amount — 9200  or  $400 — set  apart 
each  year^  to  be  paid  out  on  recommendation  of  superin- 
tendent by  order  of  the  supervisors,  not  to  exceed  the 
amount  contributed  by  the  patrons  of  the  school,  for  build- 
ing, repairing  houses,  and  school  house  furniture,  etc. 

During  the  school  term,  holding  institutes  under  the  pres- 
ent requirements,  is  impracticable.  A  majority  of  the  teach- 
ers being  young  ladies,  generally  away  from  home,  no  con- 
veyance at  hand,  and  roads  in  tbis  section  during  winter 
next  to  impassable,  and  think  of  the  absurdity  of  requiring 
attendance  on  institute — ^ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  away, 
when  the  best  teams  in  the  country  cannot  make  the  trip  in 
s,  dtij.  With  experts  to  conduct  them,  held  in  summer  or 
early  fall,  they  will,  no  doubt,  result  in  great  good,  by  ele- 
vating the  aspirations  of  teachers,  and  by  inciting  to  more 
zealous  efforts  in  professional  work.  Let  tenchers  be  re- 
'quired  to  attend  without  charge.  Let  the  fund  raised  on 
•examination  fees  be  expended  in  paying  managers,  for  one 
or  two  ^eeks  institute — for  each  race  at  places  for  holding 
court. 

Institute  fund  collected  for  year  1889-'90.$  185  50 
Institute  fund  collected  for  year  1890-'91.     121  50 

Total  Institute  fund  collected  for  2  yrs.  $  257  00 

Total  am't  paid  manager  1889-'90 $     78  10 

Total  am't  paid  manager  1890'91 85  50     118  60 

Balance  on  hand $  148  40 

The  adoption  of  a  uniform  series  of  text-books  has  worked 
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well  for  the  people,  and  especially  to  the  interest  of  the 
teacher. 

Following  is  a  list  of  hooks  adopted : 

Spellers — S  win  ton's  word  primers  and  word  book  of  spell- 
ing. 

Readers — McGuffey's  first  reader;  second  reader;  third 
reader;  fourth  reader;  fifth  reader. 

Arithmetic — Robinson's  progressive  primary  arithmetic  f 
intellectual  arithmetic;  mdiments  of  written  arithmetic; 
progressive  practical  arithmetic. 

Grammars — Harvey's  revised  elementary  grammar;  re- 
vised English  grammar. 

Composition — Quackenbos's  1st  lessons  in  composition. 

Physiology — Steele's  hygienic  physiology. 

Natural  Philosophy — Steele's  revised  physics. 

Geographies — Butler's  elementary  geography ;  complete 
geography. 

Histories — Hansell's  school  history  U.  S. ;  higher  history 
U.S. 

We  have  in  this  county  three  colleges  and  high  schools^ 
viz :  Mississippi  Normal  college  ;  Buena  Yista  Normal  col- 
lege, and  Houlka  high  school,  besides  Okolona  college. 

All  are  well  attended,  and  they  are  doing  a  magnificent 
work  in  the  upbuilding  of  educational  interests  in  our  coun- 
ty. Teachers  of  both  sexes  are  being  prepared  and  thorough- 
ly fitted  for  the  work  by  fifties  and  hundreds,  who  are  locat- 
ing in  all  parts  of  the  State,  and  some  drifting  to  other 
States. 

Fall  examinations  should  have  remained  in  September, 
andnot  carried  over  till  October.  No  time  is  given  for  con- 
tracting, when  achools  are  required  to  commence  early  in 
November,  as  ours  have  done  this  year.  The  next  legislature 
should  amend  by  putting  them  back  to  September. 


CHOCTAW. 

V.  J.  BBLL^  superintendent. 
CONDITION  AND  PROGRESS  OF  SCHOOLS. 

1.  Our  schools  have  made  marked  improvement  in  the 
way  of  building  new  and  better  school  houses.  At  least  a 
dozen  new  school  houses  have  been  built,  and  considerable 
improvement  in  the  matter  of  seats,  desks,  maps  and  other 
school  furnishings. 

SCHOOL  FINANCES. 

2,  School  finances  are  very  short  for  this  scholastic  year 
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— not  enough  to  properly  maintain  the  schools  four  months. 
Our  board  of  supervisors  only  levied  a  tax  of  two  (2)  mills. 
The  amount  will  not  exceed  $6,500  unless  the  State  distri- 
bution is  increased.  There  is  an  outstanding  indebtedness 
of  $4,500,  and  the  board  of  supervisors  has  made  a  special 
levy  of  5J  mills  to  pay  it.  This  indebtedness  was  made 
-during  the  scholastic  year  of  1889-'90. 

TEAOHINO    OORPS. 

8.  The  teaching  corps  has  improved  remarkably  in  the 
past  two  years  and  is  still  improving  very  rapidly,  mani- 
festing more  zeal  and  energy  than  ever.  The  accessions  to 
Ihe  teaching  corps  are  composed  of  graduates  from  colleges 
and  high  schools.  Several  have  had  professional  training. 
Many  show  considerable  improvement  in  examinations  and 
methods  of  teaching.  Myself  and  some  others  are  taking 
educational  papers,  but  there  is  a  great  lack  and  need  for 
more  of  this  kind  of  literature.  Four  teachers  only  hold 
three  years'  license. 

SCHOOL   HOUSES. 

3.  Much  has  been  done  in  this  line,  but  there  is  still  great 
need  of  improvement,  especially  where  winter  schools  are 
taught.  We  have  no  surplus  fund.  The  houses  are  principally 
owned  by  the  county,  except  a  few  owned  by  churches, 
towns,  etc.  Some  few  schools  are  taught  in  church  build- 
ings. I  think  a  good  school  house  could  be  built  in  every 
school  district,  provided  the  school  districts  were  properly 
divided ;  but  as  they  are  at  present,  I  do  not  think  the  pa- 
trons of  schools  generally  would  be  able  or  even^  wil- 
ling to  pay  their  part.  However,  if  the  board  of  supervi- 
sors would  allow  a  dollar  for  every  two  the  patrons  would 
contribute,  it  certainly  would  act  as  quite  a  stimulus  in 
most  places.  I  think  your  plan  for.  obtaining  school  appar- 
atus a  good  one. 

INSTITUTES. 

5.'  I  wotjld  favor  a  week's  institute  with  experts  to  con- 
duct them,  in  addition  to  our  regular  monthly  institutes, 
provided  the  teachers  were  allowed  free  attendance,  as  most 
of  them  are  quite  poor  and  their  salaries  very  meager.  The 
following  is  a  tabulated  statement  of  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments of  institute  fund  for  past  two  years: 

W.  M,  Dalton,  Superintendent  in  Account  with  Institute   Fund, 
Choctaw  County,  Mississippi. 

1890.  Dr.         Cr. 
April  11,  To  teacher's  examination   fees  col- 
lected  $7  50 
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April  18,  To  teacher's  examination  fees    col- 
lected        7  60 

April  25,  To  teacher^A  examination  fees  col- 
lected  12  00 

June  2,  By  institute  fees  paid  by  Prof.  J.  T. 

Lee,  Sr 14  00 

By  expenses 12  60 

To  fees  collected 9  60 

To  fees  collected  in  hands  of  W.   H. 

Smith 19  60 

Total $57  60     $26  50 

26  60 

Balance  from  1890 $81  00 

Fees  collected  for  October  examina- 

nations,  1891 $18  50 

Balance  on  hand 44  60 

The  above  is  a  transcript  from  the  record  kept  by  my  pre- 
decessor^ W.  M.  Dalton. 

I  think  this  amount  will  be  sufficient  to  conduct  the  in- 
stitutes this  winter  and  may  be  something  left. 

TEXT-BOOK  ADOPTION. 

6.  The  law  has  operated  well  with  some  exceptions.  In 
those  districts  where  the  patrons'  were  unable  to  buy  the 
books,  there  was  some  degree  of  dissatisfaction,  chiefly  on 
the  score  of  mere  inability  to  buy  books.  I  herewith  pre- 
sent a  list  of  text-books  adopted  by  the  text-book  com- 
mittee as  furnished  by  W.  M.  Dalton^  my  predecessor  in 
office : 

Maury's  elementary  geography  revised,  Maury's  manual 
of  geography  revised,  Reed  &  Eellogg's  graded  lessons, 
Seed  &  Eellogg's  higher  English,  Eellogg's  text-book  on 
rhetoric,  Reed's  word  lesson  complete,  Hansell's  primary 
speller,  Hansell's  school  history  of  the  United  States,  Han- 
sell's higher  history  of  the'United  States,  Lippincott's  pop- 
ular fourth  reader,  Lippincott's  popular  fifth  reader,  Lip- 
pincott's popular  sixth  reader,  Cutter's  beginner's  physi- 
ology. Cutter's  intermediate  physiology.  Cutter's  compre- 
hensive physiology,  McGufl^ey's  revised  eclectic  first  reader^ 
McGuffey's  revised  eclectic  second  reader,  McGuffey's  re- 
vised eclectic  third  reader,  Robinson's  progressive  primary 
arithmetic,  Robinson's  intellectual  arithmetic,  Robinson's 
practical  arithmetic,  Robinson's  rudiments  of  written  arith- 
metic, Steele's  popular  physics,  revised. 
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high  schools  and  0ollsqe8. 

7.  There  are  three  high  schools,  viz:  Chester,  Acker- 
man  aud  Weir  normal  high  schools.  These  are  of  recent 
founding  and  have  not  had  sufficient  time  to  demonstrate  the 
good  they  may  do ;  however,  there  seems  to  be  considerable 
interest  manifested  in  them.  Ackerman  and  Chester  have 
both  had  commodious  school  buildings  erected  during  the 
past  two  years.  A  law  to  furnish  an  adopted  and  uniform 
series  of  text-books  free  of  charge  would  greatly  enhance 
the  practical  worth  and  utility  of  the  free  schools.  I  know 
of  nothing  that  would  remove  so  many  hindering  obstacles 
to  teachers  and  infuse  new  life  into  the  schools  as  this 
would.  I  have  thought  about  this  subject,  and  believe  some- 
thing should  be  done  in  this  direction — having  taught  school 
in  several  counties  I  have  never  taught  nor  visited  a 
school  in  the  rural  districts,  but  that  I  found  a  great  lack  and 
need  of  mora  books. 


CLAIBOENB. 

J.   N.   BRASHBAR^  JR.,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  note  that  there  is  a  forward  move- 
ment along  the  whole  line  of  our  school  work.  The  schools 
have  made  considerable  progress  during  the  past  two  years, 
and  are  now  in  a  better  condition  than  they  have  been 
before.  People  are  giving  more  attention  to  public  schools 
than  formerly,  as  is  shown  by  both  the  enrollment  and 
average  attendance  of  pupils  for  each  year  being  larger  than 
for  the  preceding  year.  Besides  this,  many  districts  sup- 
plement the  free  term  with  several  months  private  school, 
which  was  rarely  ever  done  till  recently. 

Our  school  fund  is  in  an  excellent  condition,  and  is  suffi- 
cient to  pay  teachers  liberal  salaries  for  a  term  of  five 
months.  After  cashing  all  warrants  there  is  a  surplus  of 
several  hundred  dollars  to  be  brought  forward  to  the  pres- 
ent scholastic  year. 

As  the  result  of  close  application,  teachers  are  from  time 
to  time  becoming  more  efficient.  Seeing  the  constant  de- 
mand for  progressive  teachers,  they  have  begun  to  study,  not 
only  how  to  make  preparation  for  examinations,  but  to  learn 
how  to  teach.  Most  of  them  are  zealous  workers,  who 
take  a  lively  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  their  call- 
ing. Quite  a  nutaber  are  graduates,  and  many  who  are  not, 
have   been  greatly  benefited   by   attending    some    normal 
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school.  Teachers  have  decidedly  advanced  in  the  way  of 
scholarly  attainments,  for  they  are  making  higher  grades  and 
higher  averages  than  at  any  time  since  the  enactment  of  our 
present  law.  Their  improvement  in  methods  of  teaching  has 
been  even  more  marked ;  which,  in  a  large  measure,  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  monthly  institutes.  Educational  papers  and 
educational  journals  are  not  as  widely  circulated  as  they 
should  be,  though  there  seems  to  be  a  general  tendency  to 
devote  more  time  to  that  class  of  reading. 

While  I  cannot  give  a  very  flattering  report  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  our  school  houses,  yet  improvements  are  contin- 
ually being  made.  Several  old  houses  have  been  repaired, 
and  two  log  houses  and  seven  comfortable  framed  houses 
have  been  built  during  the  two  years  just  ended.  Not  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  schools  are  taught  in  houses  owned 
by  the  county.  Many  of  the  others  (principally  colored 
schools)  are  held  in  churches  which  are  poor  substitutes  for 
school  houses.  The  supervisors  should,  be  empowered  to 
levy  an  additional  tax  of  a  half  mill  or  a  mill  to  create  a 
school  house  fund,  to  be  judiciously  expended  each  year.  In 
our  county  this  would  give  an  annual  income  of  about  91,500, 
which  would  soon  supply  every  need.  I  am  anxious  to  see 
some  plan  devised  by  which  our  houses  can  be  furnished, 
for  the  lack  of  furniture  is  the  greatest  inconvenience  that 
we  have  to  contend  with.  I  endorse  your  suggestion,  and 
think  such  a  scheme  the  most  economical  way  in  which  to 
accomplish  the  desired  purpose.  I  would,  however,  raise 
the  limit  to  twice  the  amount  you  name. 

Although  the  monthly  institutes  have  been  successful,  yet 
I  believe  a  week's  institute  just  before  the  opening  of  the 
winter  schools  would  produce  better  results.  From  the  first 
month's  salary  of  each  teacher  deduct  one  day's  pay  for  each 
day's  absence  from  institutes,  and  employ  no  teacher  who  is 
absent  for  more  than  two  days  without  a  valid  excuse. 

INSTITUTE   FUND. 

Beceipts, 

Prom  predecessor  in  office S  17  00 

From  teachers  examined 150  60 

Total $167  60 

Disbursements. 

Conducting  institutes t  65  00 

Janitor  at  institutes , 4  50 

Eent  of  house  in  which  to  hold  examinations 12  00 
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Moving  seats,  desks,  black-boards,  etc.,  and  arrang- 
ing for  examinations 6  25 

Janitor  at  examinations 5  85 

Postage  and  stationery  for  examinations 40  60 

Total $133  70 

Balance  on  hand 33  80 

The  text-book  law  is  working  smoothly,  and  I  can  see 
that  much  good  has  already  resulted  from  it.  Books  adopt- 
ed :  Holmes's  readers,  Manry's  elementary  geography, 
Maury's  manual,  Yenable's  elementary  arithmetic,  Venable's 
practical  arithmetic.  Brooks'  mental  arithmetic,  Hansell's 
primary  speller,  Hansell's  school  history  of  United  States, 
Hansen's  higher  history  of  United  States,  Eeed's  word  les- 
sons (speller)  Reed  &  Kellogg's  graded  lessons  in  English, 
Reed  &  Kellogg's  higher  English,  Knox-Heath's  language 
lessons,  parti;  Knox-Heath's  lianguage  lessons,  part  II; 
Steele's  philosophy,  Steele's  physiology. 

High  Schools — Chamberlain-Hunt  Male  Academy,  Prof. 
W.  C.  Guthrie,  principal ;  Port  G-ibson  Female  College,  Miss 
M.  E.  Compton,  president.  Both  of  these  schools  are  doing 
good  work. 

Alcorn  A.  &  M.  College  is  being  successfully  managed  by 
Prof.  J.  H.  Burrus,  and  is  doing  much  towards  elevating  the 
colored  people  of  our  State. 


CLARKE  COUNTY. 

H.  Q.  HAWKINS,  SUPERINTSNDSNT. 

Clarke  would  rank  as  an  "average"  county  for  schools^ 
being  ahead  of  such  counties  as  Covington,  Greene  and  Quit- 
man, and  behind  such  as  Hinds  and  Lowndes.  We  think 
that  the  schools  generally  have  been  improved  during  the 
past  two  years,  though  many  of  the  colored  and  some  of  the 
white  ones  still  amount  to  a  simple  nullity.  This  is  greatly 
due  to  the  ignorance  that  makes  some  trustees  lake  a  third 
grade  teacher  as  soon  as  a  first  grade  one,  and  to  the  willing- 
ness of  the  superinteadent  thereto  on  account  of  limited 
finances. 

The  school  fund  of  the  county  amounis  to  about  912,000 
yearly,  and  at  the  close  of  each  of  the  past  two  years,  there 
has  been  a  small  surplus.  The  condition  is  such  at  present 
that  without  any  noticeable  cutting  of  wages  we  have  been 
able  to   contract  for  five  months   schools  instead  of  four 
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months  as  for  many  years  past.  The  schools  have  never  re- 
ceived any  of  the  railroad  tax.  I  have  contended  for  a  pro 
rata  share,  but  the  supervisors  have  always  positively  re- 
fused. Some  effort  has  been  made  to  get  the  matter  inta 
court,  but  without  success  as  yet. 

Our  teaching  corps  may  be  improving.  The  examinations 
and  institutes  by  showing  comparative  merits  have  done 
them  good.  Some  of  the  white  teachers  and  all  the  black 
teachers  manifest  great  professional  zeal.  We  have  very 
few  accesions  from  college  graduating  classes.  Some  of  onr 
best  teachers  l&re  young  men  and  youug  ladies  who  alter- 
nately teach  and  attend  school.  Yery  few  read  educational 
journals.  Four  hold  three  year  licenses;  the  majority  of 
whites  hold  first  and  second  grade,  the  majority  of  blacks, 
third  grade. 

The  titles  of  some  school  houses  have  been  neglected  and 
remain  to  private  parties  who  agreed  at  the  time  of  building- 
to  give  proper  deeds  when  wanted.  In  the  main  they  are 
properly  deeded,  and  this  is  required  by  the  supervisors 
when  they  disburse  schoolhouse  funds,  about  S900  of  which 
still  remains.  It  had  been  divided  among  the  different  dis- 
tricts, each  school  to  get  its  share  upon  fulfillment  of  condi- 
tions. This  amounted  to  small  help  or  inducement  to  build, 
so  that  in  August  the, method  of  disbursement  was  changed 
to  20  per  cent  of  value  of  new  buildings  or  improvements.. 
An  appropriation  from  county  for  furnishing  could  be  made 
useful,  if  cautiously  made  as  an  inducement  to  self  help. 

A  week's  institute  would  be  well,  if  it  could  be  made  prac- 
ticable. The  present  plan  works  well.  The  institutes  of  the 
current  term  under  nianagement  of  Prof.  J.  P.  Boydstun,. 
bid  fair  to  prove  quite  valuable. 

INSTITUTE  FUND. 

Beceipts. 

Prom  predecessor $  87  SS* 

April,  '90,  ex.  fees 10  5(^ 

Oct.,  '90,  ex.  fees 29  00 

April,  '91,  ex.  fees 7  0(^ 

Oct.,  '91,  ex.  fees 28  00 

Total $ll2  36^ 

Disbursements. 

Managers'  fees,  15  institutes S  87  60 

Balance  on  hand 74  85 

Total $112  S^ 
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All  the  advantages  of  UDiform  text-books  are  apparent  in 
this  county.  The  adopted  books  were  received  with  scarce 
a  murmnr,  an'even  exchange  having  been  secured  for  readers 
and  geographies,  which  were  the  most  marked  changes  made. 

Excluding  the  Enterprise  separate  school  district,  there 
have  been  no  permanent  high  schools  and  colleges.  Shu- 
buta  generally  has  a  private  school,  and  short-lived  efforts 
have  been  made  in  different  regions  to  establish  something 
permanent.  Pachuta  is  finishing  a  nice  buildiLg  and  pro- 
poses henceforth  to  run  9  months.  Prof.  T.  B.  Waldrup  is 
principal.  Quitman  makes  similar  pretensions,  with  Eev 
Alex.  Trotter  as  principal.  Both  these  schools  are  doing 
well.  The  prosperity  of  the  school  at  Enterprise  (where  be- 
fore 1890  the  patronage  had  been  divided  among  several 
petty  schools)  has  been  an  inspiration. 

About  twenty-five  young  men  and  ladies  annually  attend 
schools  and  colleges  outside  of  the  county.  This  would  be  a 
good  showing,  if  they  all  went  well  prepared.  But  many 
have  gone  otherwise  on  account  of  the  lack  of  proper  schools 
of  preparation  in  the  county. 

School  books  adopted  for  Clarke  county: 

Spelling — S  win  ton's  word  primer,  Swinton's  word  book. 

Geography — ^Appleton's  for  little  learners,  Appleton's  ele- 
mentary, Appleton's  higher. 

Arithmetic-j^lEiohinBon's  rudiments,  Eobinson's  practical. 

Mental  Arithmetic — Bobinson's  primary,  Boblnson's  intel- 
lectual. 

Grammar — Knox-Heath  language  part  1,  Harvey's  re- 
vised elementary,  Harvey's  revised  English. 

Composition — Quackenbos'  first  lessons,  Quackenbos'  ad- 
vanced. 

History — ^Hansell's  school,  Hansell's  higher. 

Copy  Books — Hansell's  3  tracing  per  dozen,  Hansell's  8 
tracing  per  dozen. 

Physiology — Pathfinder  No.  1  Health  primer,  Pathfinder 
No.  2  Young  People's  physiology,  Pathfinder  No.  3  Steele's 
hygienic. 

Natural  Philosophy — Steele's  popular  physics. 


CLAY. 

JOHN   A.    STEVENS,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

In  connection  with  my  annual  report  for  1890-'91,  here- 
with sent,  I  take  pleasure  in  congratulating  Clay  county 
upon  the  progress  of  her  schools  and  the  increased  inter- 
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est  manifested  by  school  patrons  within  the  last  two  years, 
completing  my  second  and  last  term  as  county  superin- 
tendent. By  the  building  of  new  school  houses,  and  the 
repairing  of  the  old  ones,  the  effort  to  secure  trained  teach- 
ers^ and  especially  by  the  supplementing  of  the  public  school 
terms  with  pay  terms,  our  people  have  evinced  an  increas- 
ing desire  to  avail  themselves  of  educational  advantages. 

SCHOOL  riNANOBS. 

For  the  first  year  of  my  four  years  as  county  superin- 
tendent, the  term  of  1890-^91,  has  been  run  no  longer  than 
the  four  months  constitutional  period,  by  reason  of  the  un- 
certainty as  to  probable  amount  of  funds  available  after  the 
last  enumeration  of  educable  children.  Owing  to  this,  as 
well  as  other  considerations,  only  four  months  was  fixed  as 
the  term,  and  the  result  is  that  our  schools  for  the  year  1891 
-'92,  commence  with  a  cash  surplus  of  $1,527.30,  out  of 
which  teachers  will  be  paid  promptly  as  their  months  are 
completed.  There  will  be  funds  for  the  coming  term  to  run 
the  schools  longer  than  the  five  months  fixed  by  the  board. 
Hereafter,  with  the  same  schedule  of  salaries,  no  term  need 
be  less  than  five  months  in  Clay  county  with  the  present  levy 
of  three  mills. 

TEACHING   CORPS. 

Trustees  of  late  seem  more  careful  in  the  selection  of 
teachers.  Preference  is  shown  for  those  who  educate  espec- 
ially for  their  profession.  Many  of  our  teachers  evince  com- 
mendable zeal  in  their  important  calling,  and  show  as  much 
interest  in  the  advancement  of  the  children  under  their 
charge  as  for  their  salaries. 

SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

There  are  forty-six  school  houses  owned  by  the  county. 
Many  of  the  school  buildings  begin  to  need  repairing,  and 
the  patrons  of  the  school  districts,  in  many  instances,  are  too 
poor  to  repair  or  rebuild  comfortable  buildings.  The  schools 
being  taught  in  winter,  it  is  important  that  legislation  should 
give  the  necessary  remedy,  by  an  annual  appropriation  not 
only  for  repairs  and  buildings,  but  for  the  purchase  of  stoves, 
blackboards,  maps,  etc.  This  is  as  necessary  as  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  employment  of  teachers.  Private  contributions 
always  fall  heavily  upon  the  few,  while  taxation  distributes 
our  public  burdens. 
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INSXITUTBa. 

I  favor  the  plan  of  requiring  all  teachers  to  enter  into 
contracts  at  least  a  week  before  the  opening  of  the  school 
term,  and  teachers  be  reqnred  to  attend  institutes  to  be  held 
in  convenient  districts  the  week  preceding  the  term.  They 
should  be  required  to  show  certificate  of  attendance  or  foi"- 
feit  a  given  part  of  their  salary.  For  the  incoming  terra  I 
have  arranged  to  pay  S2.00  to  teachers  who  attend  each  in- 
stitute. Contracts  to  be  fixed  that  monthly  amount  less, 
conditioned  to  pay  additionally  as  stated.  The  present 
method  of  paying  managers  is  not  objectionable. 

For  1889-'90, 1  have  held  eight  institutes  ; 

amount  for  same S20  00 

For  1890-'91,  I  have  held  thirteen  insti- 
tutes ;  amount  for  same. 32  50 

Total $62  50— »  52  50 

Collected  from  teachers  examined  in  1889 

1890 8  69  00 

Collected  from  teachers  examined  in  1890 

1891 82  00 

Total $151  00_$151  00 

Balance $  89  69 

HIGH   SOHOOLS. 

Outside  of  our  very  excellent  high  schools  at  West  Point, 
under  charge  of  Prof.  T.  J.  Woofte^,  we  have  none.  At 
Pheba,  Cedar  Bluff,  Mhoon  Valley,  Cairo,  Coleman,  Belle, 
and  some  other  county  school8,pay  terms  succeed  the  public 
terms,  and  the  trustees  of  these  schools  usually  select  good 
teachers. 

TEXT   BOOK   ADOPTION. 

The  adoption  of  text  books  last  year,  to  continue  five 
years,  has  met  with  no  serious  opposition.  Our  adoption  is 
as  follows ;  McGuffey's  readers,  revised,  Eggleston's  first 
book  of  American  history,  Eggleston's  history  of  the  United 
States,  Barnes'  language  lessons  (complete),  White's  first 
book  of  arithmetic,  White's  new  complete  arithmetic.  Eclec- 
tic guide  to  health,  Steele's  natural  philosophy,  Speneerian 
copy  books  (1  to  7),  Eeed  &  Kellogg's  graded  lessons  in 
English,  Eeed  &  Kellogg's  higher  lessons  in  English,  Eeed's 
word  lessons. 

I  have  within  the  last  year  made  the  attempt  to  grade  the 
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county  schools,  having  all  schools  classed  in  five  grades, 
beginning  with  the  first  reader  and  ending  with  the  fifth 
reader.  The  plan  seems  to  give  satisfaction.  This  classifi- 
cation was  rendered  practicable  after  the  adoption  of  text 
books. 


COAHOMA. 

N.   W.    LBA,    SUPERINTSNDENT. 

1.  All  the  progress  has  been  made  which  could  be  expected 
from  our  surroundings.  The  children  and  patrons  every- 
where have  been  brought  to  closer  work,  and  all  seem  to 
be  be  alive  to  more  efficient  training^  and  feel  more  depend- 
ent upon  the  public  schools  than  ever  before  as  the  only 
means  of  elementary  education.  The  best  evidence  which 
we  have  of  this,  is  exhibited  in  the  clamor  where  local  iso- 
lation deprives  the  children  of  a  school ;  and,  of  those  with- 
in reach  of  attendance,  the  effort  to  secure  more  .comforts 
for  the  school-room  and  more  efficient  teachers.  A  better 
grade  of  discipline,  and  that  more  generally  and  cheerfully 
sustained  by  the  parents,  is  being  everywhere  felt.  Attend- 
ance is  better,  and  more  stringent  efforts  are  brought  to 
bear  both  on  the  home  and  the  child  to  secure  it.  This  is 
true  of  both  races. 

2.  School  Finances. — They  are  in  a  prosperous  condition  ; 
no^ebts,  and  an  unsettled  account  due  from  the  Auditor  for 
1889^*90. 

8.  Grade  of  Teachers. — ^Every  teacher  has  had  the  advan- 
tage of  some  normal  training.  Some  of  them  are  graduates 
of  our  best  institutions.  We  have  several  licensed  for  three 
years.  There  is  a  general  improvement  in  doing  the  ex- 
aminations. This  is  especially  true  of  white  teachers.  We 
have  many  creditable  and  competent  colored  teachers^  but 
some  are  indolent  and  others  are  looking  for  something  bet- 
ter in  politics  and  render  poor  service  in  this  calling, 

4.  .School  Houses. — Our  school  buildings  are  much  im- 
proved in  the  last  two  years — more  comfortable,  better 
blackboards,  and  generally  better  furnished,  but  still  far 
from  what  they  ought  to  be.  Some  are  still  smoky,  cold, 
and  poorly  seated. 

Bemedy. — ^Bequire  the  neighborhood's  choice  for  an  acces- 
sible site,  and  this  for  school  purposes  perpetually.  Then, 
community  to  pay  half  cost  of  building  and  complete  fur> 
nishing  the  same,  and  require  the  entire  district  to  do  this, 
the  State  paying  the  other  half.  Then  they  will  be  built  and 
cared  for. 
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5.  Institates Make  license  depend  on  at  least  two  weeks 

in  institute  work  in  the  county.  The  sammer  season  will 
not  do  in  the  Delta.  It  must  be  in  May  or  November.  It 
institute  work  is  of  great  importance  as  part  of  the  county 
work,  the  conditions  must  be  absolute  oi*  no  license,  and  the 
statement  that  such  attendance  has  been  given,  go  with  the 
license.  Attendance  during  vacation  at  some  of  our  best 
Normal  schools  ought  to  be  considered  a  proper  substitute. 

1889'90     1891-'91 

Institute  Fund— Receipts $36  60       USS  00 

Disbursements 16  00  7  00 

$21  60        $26  00 
By  balance : $47  60 

6.  We  might  further  add:  That  since  the  politio4il 
strife  has  eased  in  our  county  we  have  every  reason  to 
expect  the  advancement  of  every  public  interest,  and  out 
of  the  general  emulation  which  will  follow,  the  greater 
success  of  our  public  schools  is  assured.  Our  examini- 
ing  board  will  fail,  if  not  adequately  compensated,  and 
nnder  the  present  system  they  are  indispenf^able.  To  make 
the  present  system  of  education  a  success  beyond  our  best 
wishes,  it  is  only  necessary  for  the  people  to  give  it  a  more 
generous  and  liberal  patronage.  It  will  do  successfully  all 
the  work  required,  it  every  one  interested  would  give 
proper  patronage  and  sympathy.  There  is  no  better  system 
in  use  in  other  states,  but  it  lacks  the  fostering  aid  of  many 
ot  its  best  citizens.  We  believe  it  will  be.  The  law  of 
county  adoption  is  a  very  good  one.  Five  years  is  long 
enough  to  allow  one  set  of  books  to  run  without  right  to 
change. 

BOOKS  ADOPTED. 

Venable's  practical  arithmetic,  Venable's  elementary  arith- 
metic, Maury's  manual  geography,  Maury's  elementary 
geography,  Holmes's  readers,  Beed  &  Kellogg's  first  lessons, 
Beed  &  Kellogg's  higher  lessons,  Beed's  word  lessons,  Han- 
sell's  primary  speller,  Smith's  hygiene  and  physiology, 
Gage's  introduction  to  physics.  Chambers'  history,  Chambers' 
elementary  history,  Colburn  k  Wheeler's  mental  arithmetic, 
Hansen's  penmanship. 


COPIAH. 

A.  A.  LOMAX,  SUPBBIMTSNDBNT. 

1.     Condition  and  progress   of  schools. — The   condition 
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of  the  sohools  is  hopeful  and  the  progress  enoouragiDg, 
There  is  a  gradual  but  very  perceptible  improvement  all 
along  the  line  of  school  work.  The  public  school  system  is 
growing  in  favor  with  the  people.  The  advance  is  not  equal 
to  the  needs  or  the  opportunities  before  us.  Still  there  is  a 
healthy  growth  and  an  increasing  interest.  Patrons  are  be- 
ginning to  learn  that  the  state  proposes  to  aid  in  educating' 
the  youth,  but  not  to  do  it  all. 

High  schools  and  higher  education  are  marked  features 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  county. 

2.  School  finances  are  also  in  good  condition — The  '^an- 
nual report"  shows  a  balance  on  hand  oi  91,205,  and  all  the 
teachers  paid.  More  money  and  better  salaries  would  bring' 
into  the  field  more  competent  teachers  and  better  results. 
We  are  too  apt  to  be  "  penny  wise  and  pound  foolish. "  Ko 
investment  brings  to  us  so  much  of  good  as  the  money  spent 
in  educating  our  youth. 

3.  Teaching  corps — ^But  few  expect  to  make  teaching 
their  life  work.  The  teaching  force  is  largely  composed  of 
undergraduates  who  teach  for  the  present,  but  with  a  view 
to  something  else  in  the  future.  G-ood  work  is  done  and 
generally  satisfaction  is  given,  but  the  dignity  of  maturity 
and  the  fruitage  of  experience  are  wanting.  Influx  and  out- 
flow— coming  in  and  going  out — are  indeed  great  drawbacks. 
We  do  not  complain.  More  inviting  fields  are  before  the 
young  teacher  and  be  or  she  as  the  case  may  be  accept. 

We  have  some  full  graduates  in  the  work.  This  is  espec- 
ially true  of  the  high  schools  in  separate  districts.  There  iSy 
however,  a  marked  improvement  in  scholarship  in  the  dif- 
ferent grades,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  examinations  had.  New 
methods  are  coming  to  the  front  and  the  demand  for  edu- 
cational journals  is  increasing.  Seven  teachers  hold  three 
year's  licenses. 

4.  School  houses. — These  vary  from  the  humblest  log 
cabin  to  the  magnificent  brick  structure.  By  far  the  larger 
number  are  comfortable  framed  buildings,  well  ventilated^ 
provided  with  stoves,  blackboards,  rural  desks,  etc.  Maps^ 
charts,  globes,  crayons  and  most  improved  desks,  are  being 
introduced.  The  value  of  these  is  recognized  and  the  need 
supplied  as  fast  as  the  people  become  able.  The  new  build- 
ings are  all  of  better  style  and  more  conveniently  arranged 
than  the  old  ones.  Would  recommend  that  surplus  school 
funds  be  appropriated  by  the  board  of  supervisors  for  maps^ 
charts,  globes,  etc.,  for  the  schools  unsupplied^  provided 
patrons  invest  an  equal  amount  in  the  same. 

5.  Institutes  under  present  regulations  are  almost  value- 
less to  the  country  teachers.  Most  of  our  schools  are  taught 
during  the  winter  term.     Then  the  days  are  short,  the  roads 
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bad,  the  weather  often  inclement,  conveyances  nnsnited  or 
expensive,  hence  the  institute  is  poorly  attended  and  barren 
of  good  fruit.  Would  earnestly  recommend  a  change.  Let 
there  be  a  week  in  May  or  September  devoted  to  this  work. 
Have  efficient  managers  and  put  a  premium  on  attendance. 
Make  it  the  interest  of  teachers  to  attend  and  they  will. 

INSTITUTE   FUND. 

Received  the  last  two  years  from  examination  fees 

on  institute  fees $  198  50 

By  amount  paid  for  institute t      9  50 

By  amount  paid  for  lights,  janitor,  etc 6  50 

Total 8     15  55 

By  balance  on  hand 182  95 

Total i  198  50 

6.  The  committee  on  uniform  series  of  text-books  adopted 
the  following  named  text-books  to  be  used  the  next  five 
years  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county,  viz : 

Maury^s  elementary  geography,  Maury's  manual  geogra- 
phy, Wentworth's  primary  arithmetic,  grammar  school 
arithmetic,  Lockwood's  lessons  in  English,  Physical  science, 
Keed's  word  lessons,  Eeed  &  Kellogg's  graded  lessons  in 
English,  Eeed  &  Kellogg's  graded  lessons  in  higher  Eng- 
lish, Cutter's  physiology  (beginners).  Cutter's  physiology 
(intermediate),  Cutter's  physiology  (comprehensive).  Cham- 
bers United  States   school  history,  (higher.) 

7.  High  Schools — There  are  two  in  the  county.  One  is 
located  at  G-allman  and  the  other  at  Hopewell,  ten  miles  in 
the  interior.  Both  have  a  good  faculty.  Eld.  I.  H.  Anding 
presiding  over  the  Gallman  high  school,  assisted  by  Miss  M. 
B.  Miller  and  Miss  Colie  Obvington.  Prof.  W.  A.  Moffett 
had  charge  of  the  Hopewell  high  school,  assisted  by  Miss 
Cole.  These  schools  are  doing  excellent  work.  Already 
their  influence  is  felt  in  different  colleges  in  the  State.  The 
Newton  ^Seminary  for  young  ladies,  located  in  Crystal 
Springs,  under  the  efficient  management  of  Mr.  Newton,  has 
a  record  for  thoroughness  and  accuracy.  Other  localities  are 
planning  for  high  schools  also,  and  in  the  near  future  there 

will  be  two  or  three  more.     The  high  school  is  a  felt  want 

a  prime  necessity.     It  is  the  link  that  binds  the  public  school 
to  the  college. 


COVINGTON. 

N.   B.   HOLOOMB,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  There  has  been  within  the  last  two  years  a  great  in- 
x-14 
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crease  of  interest  on  the  part  of  school  patrons  in  the  cause 
of  general  education,  as  manifested  by  supplementing  the 
salaries  of  public  school  teachers,  and  extending  the  term 
in  many,  of  the  districts  by  private  subscription. 

2.  The  school  funds  are  insufficient  to  procure  the  services 
of  competent  teachers  to  teach  the  schools  the  constittftional 
period  of  four  months.  The  amount  of  indebtedness,  from 
the  best  information  obtainable,  is  about  $500,  some  of 
which  was  issued  in  1888  and  some  the  scholastic  year  1889 
and  '90.  No  provision  has  been  made  to  pay  this  indebted- 
ness. 

3.  Teaching  corps  is  advancing  and  manifesting  great 
professional  zeal  and  interest.  Accessions  to  corps  are  com- 
posed partly  of  college  graduates.  I  donH  know  that  any 
have  had  professional  training,  but  they  all  show  great  im- 
provement in  examinations  and  methods  of  teaching.  Nine 
are  holding  three  years'  license ;  two,  two  years'  license. 

4.  School  houses  are  better  provided  for  convenience  and 
comfort  of  pupils  than  for  any  previous  years,  though  far 
from  being  as  well  provided  as  they  should  be.  None  are 
owned  by  the  county.  I  can  think,  of  no  better  plan  for 
having  good,  convenient  and  well  provided  school  houses  in 
the  piney  woo$is  counties^  than  the  plan  of  maintaining  one 
free  school  in  each  township,  to  be  located  near  the  center. 
I  think  it  would  be  a  wise  measure  to  allow  supervisors 
to  appropriate  part  of  surplus  for  the  purchase  of  school 
apparatus — say  meet  patrons  with  as  much  as  they  will  sub- 
scribe, not  to  exceed  a  certain  sum  or  limit. 

5.  I  think  a  change  to  a  week's  institute  in  the  fall  or 
summer  would  be  a  considerable  improvement  on  the  pres- 
ent plan,  as  time  and  trouble  would  be  saved  to  teachers 
aud  more  good  accomplished.  These  institutes  should  be 
conducted  by  not  less  than  three  expert  managers,  and  a 
certificate  of  attendance  from  these  managers  to  teachers 
before  contracting  to  teach  school  be  required. 

IMSTrrUTS  FUND. 

Amount  of  institute  funds  received  during  the  past 

two  years $26  00 

Amount  disbursed 15  00 

Balance  on  hand $17  00 

The  text-book  adoption  is  working  well  and  giving  satis- 
faction. The  following  are  the  books  adopted ;  Webster's 
elementary  spelling  book,  McGuffey's  revised  eclectic  read- 
ers, Bobinson's  progressive  primary  arithmetic,  Bobinson's 
progressive  intellectual  arithmetic,  Bobinson's  rudiments  of 
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written  arithmetic,  Bobinson's  progressive  practical  arith- 
metic^ Harvey's  revised  elementary  grammar  and  composi- 
tion, Harvey's  English  grammar,  Qaackenbos'  first  lessons 
in  composition,  Monteith's  first  lessons  in  geography,  Mon- 
teith's  introduction  to  Geography,  Monteith's  manual  of 
geography,  Spencerian  course  copy  books,  Nos.  1  to  4 ; 
Spencerian  shorter  course  copy  books,  Nos.  1  to  7 ;  Spen- 
cerian common  school  course  copy  books,  Nos.  1  to  8; 
Steele's  fourteen  weeks'  course  in  physiology,  Steele's  four- 
teen weeks'  coui-se  in  philosophy,  Swinton's  first  lessons  in 
our  country's  history,  Swinton's  condensed  history  of  the 
United  States. 

7.  There  are  four  or  five  high  schools,  i.  e.,  claimed 
to  be,  which  are  doing  much  to  stimulate  an  interest  in 
education.  These  are  taught  .by  teachers  of  considerable 
experience  and  ability.  There  are  good  prospects  for 
other  high  schools  to  be  started  at  some  time  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. 


DB  SOTO. 

WM.   H.   JOHNSTON^    SUPEBINTSNDBNT. 

1.  The  schools  in  this  county  have  made  good  progress 
in  the  last  tWo  years  ;  the  enrollment  and  average  attend- 
ance have  been  increased,  and  the  patrons  are  taking  more 
interest  than  heretofore. 

2.  Our  school  finances  are  in  good  condition;  we  have  no 
outstanding  warrants,  pay  our  teachers  cash  when  their  ser- 
vices are  rendered,  and  have  a  balance  in  the  treasury  after 
all  are  paid. 

8.  There  has  been  a  very  decided  improvement  in  our 
teaching  corps  in  the  last  two  years,  a  large  majority  seem- 
ing to  evince  great  interest  in  their  work.  I  have  a  few  pro- 
fessional teachers  who  are  graduates  of  colleges  and  Normal 
schools,  but  a  large  majority  are  home  teachers,  yet  they 
are  proficient.  We  of  course,  have  many  who  are  mere 
makeshifts.  Some  few  of  them  subscribe  for  and  read  school 
journals,  etc.  I  have  ten  or  twelve  holding  three  year 
licenses,  but  only  three  or  four  of  those  are  now  in  the 
schools. 

4.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  a  large  majority  of  our  school 
houses  are  in  a  wretched  condition,  and  I  see  no  hope  for 
any  improvement ;  out  of  ninety  houses  there  are  only  eight 
or  ten  that  have  desks  and  other  furniture,  the  balance  have 
only  benches  to  set  on ;  most  of  them  have  some  makeshift 
for  blackboard.    It  is  my  opinion  that  it  would  be  a  mere 
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-vraste  of  the  surplus  school  fund  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  supervisors  to  build  school  houses  on  any  terms.  There 
is  not  a  single  school  house  in  the  county  that  belongs  to  the 
county;  there  area  good  many  deeded  to  the  trustees,  with 
the  reservation  that  whenever  it  is  given  up  for  school  pur* 
poses  it  reverts  to  the  original  owner.  I  see  but  one  way 
to  build  school  houses  and  that  is  by  taxation. 

My  opinion  is  now  and  always  has  been,  that  it  would  be 
much  better  to  bave'an  institute  for  one  or  two  weeks  just 
before  the  fall  examination  and  pay  for  it  out  of  the  school 
fund.  Our  institutes  are  now  held  in  the  winter  and  a  large 
majority  of  our  white  teachers  being  females,  and  the 
weather  nearly  always  bad,  they  cannot  or  will  not  attend  f 
the  colored  teachers  are  always  on  hand.  See  tabulated 
statement  of  the  Institute  fund  for  the  last  two  years  at  the 
end  of  this  report. 

6.  Our  county  adopted  a  series  of  text-books  according  to 
law  and  they  are  now  in  all  the  schools  in  the  county  and  I 
have  no  complaint}  below  I  give  the  books  adopted: 

Swinton's  word  primer,  Swinton's  word  book,  Swinton'a 
word  analysis,  McGuffey's  revised  readers,  Bobinson's  pro- 
gressive primary  arithmetic,  Robinson's  progressive  intel- 
lectual arithmetic,  Robinson's  progressive  rudiments,  Robin- 
son's progressive  practical  arithmetic,  Harvey's  revised  ele- 
mentary grammar,  Harvey's  revised  English  grammar, 
Barnes'  language  lessons  complete,  Barnes'  elementary  geog- 
raphy, Barnes'  complete  geograyhy,  Eggleston's  first  book 
United  States  history,  Eggleston's  United  States  history^ 
Steele's  physiology,  Steele's  14  weeks  in  philosophy,  Barnes' 
copy  book. 

7.  High  schools— Pleasant  Hill  High  School,  S.  S.  Robin- 
son, Pleasant  Hill;  DeSoto  Institute,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Bouldin, 
Nesbit;  Olive  Branch  High  School,  S.  S.  Thomas,  Olive 
Branch;  Cockrum  School,  Miss  Julia  Sage^  Cockrum;  Her- 
nando High  Graded  School,  J.  H.  Brooks,  Hernando. 

These  schools  keep  open  10  months  and  teach  higher 
branches  than  in  the  free  school 

statement  of  institute  fund  for  1889-90  and  1890-91. 

1889. 
May  4 — ^Ex.  fees  collected  of  white  teachers,  May, 

1889 «     7  00 

May  11 — Ex.  fees  collected  of  colored  teachers.  May, 

1889 23  60 

Sept.  11. — Ex.  fees  collected  of  white  teachers,  Sept. 

1889 30  50 

Sept.   18— Ex.   fees   collected   of   colored   teachers, 

Sept.,  1889 49  50 
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1890. 
April  24 — Ex.   fees   collected   of  colored   teachers, 

April,  1890 9  00 

Oct.  2 — Ex.  fees  collected   of  white  teachers,    Oct., 

1890 89  00 

Oct.  9 — ^Ex.  fees  collected  oi  colored  teachers,   Oct., 

1890 74  00 


[ 


Total $282  50 

BXPENDirUBES. 

1889-90. 

Paid  for  holding  20  institutes  1889-90 9  50  00 

Paid  for  two  pages,  6  days  each,  1889-90 ,  9  00 

Paid  for  janitor  and  fires  at  institutes 10  00 

Paid  for  paper,  ink,  pens,  etc.,    1889-90 17  68 

Paid  for  postals  to  notify  teachers 1  50 

'Paid  to  Prof.  S.  S.  Eobinson,  L.  J.  Farley  and  Hugh 
Foster,   $5.00,   part  of    expenses    to    attend 

teachers'    association 15  00 

1890-91. 

Paid  for  holding  20  inititutes,  1899-91 50  00 

Paid  janiter  and  fires  10  day,  April  and  Oct.,  1890 . .  7  50 

Paid  janiter  and  fires  at  20  institute,  1890-91 *. .  10  00 

Paid  for  paper,  etc.,  examinations,  1890 21  65 

Paid  postage  to  send  notices,  etc.,  to  teachers,  1890-91.  10  15 

Total $202  48 

Balance  on  hand  for  1890-91 9  29  07 


FEANKLIN. 

J.  p.  JONES,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  The  interest  manifested  by  the  people  in  education  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years  has  placed  onr  public  schools  in  a 
healthy  condition.  In  many*schools  they  are  paying  supple- 
mental wages,  thereby  securing  efficient  teachers,  who  are 
building  up  good  and  permanent  schools.  Our  progress  has 
been  all  that  could  be  expected  under  the  present  system. 
While  there  is  still  great  room  for  improvement,  yet  we 
have  made  a  steady  progress,  as  is  shown  by  the  annual  re. 
ports  of  the  past  two  years  in  the  attendance  of  pupils. 
During  the  scholastic  year,  1889-90,  we  had  1,718 
pupils  enrolled  and  in  1890-91  we  had  2,458  enrolled, 
making  an  increase  of  740   pupils  enrolled.     This  increase, 
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I  think,  is  duo  to  the  fact  that  a  healthy  educational  senti*- 
ment  pervades  fhe  county^  and  that  hotter  and  more  com- 
petent teachers  ar^  employed.  However,  hut  little  over 
one-half  of  the  educahle  children  in  the  county  were  en- 
rolled during  the  past  scholastic  year,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
some  districts  had  no  schools.  This  year  we  have  increased 
our  schools  ten  and  expect  to  enroll  three-fourths  of  the 
educahle  children  in  the  county. 

2.  When  I  came  into  office  in  January,  1890,  I  found  we 
would  have  $2,404.49  on  hand  after  paying  for  the  winter 
schools,  the  teachers  of  which  had  already  heen  contracted 
with  hy  my  predecessor.  Before  the  opening  of  the  sum- 
mer term  the  legislature  enacted  Sec.  10  of  Chap.  71,  of  the 
acts  of  1892,  which  forhids  superintendents  issuing  pay  cer- 
tificates in  excess  of  the  amount  of  money  on  hand  or  to  he 
on  hand  for  school  purposes  in  any  scholastic  year,  and  hav- 
ing hut  $2,404.49  with  which  to  run  summer  schools,  and 
which  was  inadequate  to  run  them  four  months,  I  concluded 
to  run  them  hut  one  month,  which  cost  $1,087,  leaving  a  hal- 
lance  of  $1,817.49  to  he  carried  forward  as  a  surplus;  hut 
there  being  outstanding  warrants  of  1888  and  1889  to  the 
amount  of  over  $800,  by  authority  of  Sec.  11,  Chap.  71, 
sufficient  amount  of  the  $1,817.49  was  set  apart  by  the 
board  of  supervisors  to  pay  these  warrants,  which  was  $812, 
as  is  shown  by  the  county  treasurer's  last  report  in  amount 
of  '^  outstanding  warrants  taken  up,''  leaving  $505.49  to  be 
brought  forward  to  the  school  fund  of  1890-91.  This 
leaves  no  outstanding  indebtedness  for  the  scholastic  year 
1889-'90.  We  have  a  small  indebtedness  of  last  year  of 
of  $9.60,  but  there  is  money  in  the  treasury  to  pay  it  when- 
ever presented.  Our  county  levy  this  year  is  4}  mills, 
which,  together  with  other  receipts,  I  think  will  run  the 
schools  (5)  months. 

8.  Our  teaching  corps  is  advancing  as  a  body,  though  we 
have  some  teachers  that  do  not  seem  to  improve,  but  they 
are  being  fast  displaced  by  live,  energetic  teachers.  There  is 
a  move  now  among  the  teachers  to  organize  into  a  profes- 
sional body,  with  a  view  to  improving  themselves  in  ped- 
agogy, which,  if  successful,  I  think  will  result  in  much  good. 
Most  of  our  accessions  are  graduates  of  high  schools  and 
colleges,  with  some  professional  training.  We  have  but  one 
teacher  who  is  a  graduate  of  a  normal  college.  These 
teachers  who  have  had  professional  training  are  valuable  ac- 
cessions, since  they  bri^ng  with  them  new  ideas  and  new 
methods,  and  impart  them  to  their  fellow-teachers  with 
whom  they  come  in  contact,  teaching  them  by  example  and 
precept  the  folly  of  the  old  and  the  wisdom  of  the  new  way. 
The   rigid  examinations,  in  my  opinion,   have  done  more 
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towards  building  np  our  teachers  than  all  things  else.  They 
thought  them  very  difficult  and  unjust  at  first,  but  after 
several  years  of  toil  and  labor,  reading  and  thinking,  they 
themselves  see  and  feel  the  benefits  of  them,  and  to-day 
quite  a  number  of  our  teachers  never  let  an  examination 
pass  without  mastering  it.  Some  few  read  educational  papers. 
Seven  teachers  hold  three  years  license. 

4.  The  condition  of  our  school  houses  is  bad^  and 
they  are  poorly  furnished,  a  great  many  are  unfit  to  teach  a 
winter  school  in,  especially  the  old  ones.  Those  that  have 
been  built  within  the  last  two  years  are  much  more  comfort- 
able ;  none  have  the  patent  desks.  The  county  owns  27. 
I  know  of  no  plan  better  calculated  to  have  good  houses  in 
each  district  than  to  get  the  people  thouroughly  aroused  to 
a  sense  of  their  duty  in  building  good  houses  for  their  child- 
ren. I  think  your  plan  for  supplying  globes,  maps,  etc.,  for 
school-houses  a  judicious  one,  and  a  thing  much  needed.  A 
teacher  can  not  do  good  work  without  them. 

5.  I  would  be  in  favor  of  a  change  to  a  two  weeks 
institute,  say  in  April  or  October,  on  the  condition  of  a  for- 
feiture of  license  to  fail  to  attend  without  a  very  good  excuse. 
An  institute  of  this  kind,  conducted  by  an  expert,  would  do 
more  good  than  a  month  conducted  under  the  present  plan. 
April  and  October  are  examination  months;  hold  a  two  weeks 
institute,  and  have  the  examinations  on  the  last  two  days  of 
the  institute.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts 
and  disbursements  of  institutute  funds  for  the  past  two  years: 

RECEIPTS.  1889-'90.     1890-'91. 

White $  4  00         $  5  00 

Colored 2  60  6  60 

Total $  6  60        $11  50 

Total  (two  years) $18  00 

DISBURSEMENTS,  1889-'90.     1890-'91. 

White  (2  insti'tes  1889-^0, 3  in8t'tes'90-'91).$5  00  $  7  50 
Colored  (1      "  **  4      ''  ''        2  60  10  50 

Total  (two  years) $7  60         $17  00 

Total $24  50 

Balance  in  my  favor .  $  6  50 

6.  The  different  publishing  companies  sent  their  books  to 
dealers  on  introduction  account,  thereby  giving  the  people 
a  chance  of  exchanging  their  old  books  for  the  adopted 
series,  by  paying  a  small  exchange  price ;  though  they  did 
not  take  full   advantage  of  this  to  get  rid  of  the  old  books 


216  BspoRTs  OF  County  Supebintbndbnts. 

on  account  of  so  few  dealers  handling  them.  However,  we 
now  havo  a  good  supply  of  them  in  the  county,  and  the  law 
is  heing  enforced.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  adopted 
series :  Webster's  spellers,  McGuffey's  readers,  Davies' 
elements  of  arithmetic,  Davies'  new  school  arithmetic, 
Davies'  practical  arithmetic,  Harvey's  grammar  (element.) 
Harvey's  grammar,  (English),  Waddy's  composition,  Steele's 
fourteen  weeks  physiology,  Steele's  philosophy,  Maury's 
elements  of  geography,  Maury's  manual  geography  (Miss, 
edition),  Hansell's  school  history,  Hansell's  higher  history. 
We  have  three  high  schools  in  the  county,  not  including 
separate  school  districts,  that  are  doing  good  work.  They 
furnish  to  those  pupils  in  the  county  whose  parents  are  uuable 
to  send  them  away,  a  chance  of  a  good  English  education  at 
home,  and  many  pupils  who  have  passed  xhe  usual  public 
school  course  are  attending  these  schools.  Book-keeping, 
music  and  telegraphy  are  taught  in  some  of  them.  We  have 
a  prospect  of  one  other,  which  probably  will  be  the  best 
equipped  in  the  county.  I  think  they  contemplate  building  an 
$800.00  house,  and  have  it  ready  by  next  fall. 


GEBENE. 

I.   E.    BRELAND,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  public  schools  of  Greene  county  have  been  in  a  more 
prosperous  condition  during  the  past  two  years  than  at  any 
previous  time.  The  schools  generally  are  supplied  with 
more  competent  and  conscientious  teachers,  and  in  many 
communities  the  fruits  of  their  diligent  labor  and  judicious 
training  are  beiug  gloriously  manifested  in  the  improvement 
of  the  moral,  social  and  intellectual  condition  of  the  young 
people.  Our  people  are  now  manifesting  more  interest  in 
the  education  of  their  children  than  ever  before,  and,  like 
the  teachers,  they  have  better  conceptions  of  the  true  pur- 
pose of  the  school.  Teachers  and  patrons  alike,  have  at  last 
learned  that  ability  to  thrash  a  boy  and  work  a  mathemat- 
ical problem  are  not  all  the  requisites  for  the  successful 
teacher;  in  consequence  of  which,  our  school  management 
has  been  greatly  improved.  But,  while  our  schools  are  gen- 
erally in  a  progressive  condition,  they  are  far  below  what 
they  might  and  should  be.  Our  teachers,  and  the  people, 
are  just  beginning  to  move  out  along  those  lines  of  theory 
and  practice  that  are  destined  to  revolutionize  the  follies 
and  prejudices  now  existing  among  the  grossly  ignorant 
masses. 
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2.  School  Finances — The  school  fund  of  this  county,  avail- 
able for  school  purposes  during  any  year,  is  only  about 
#8,700,  and  there  are  38  schools.  It  will  be  seen  from  this 
that  there  is  less  than  $100  to  the  school.  Tet  by  contract- 
ing with  teachers  for  near  the  minimum  salary,  and  prevail- 
ing with  the  patrons  to  give  them  free  board,  and,  in  some 
instances,  to  supplement  the  public  fund,  I  have  been  able 
to  maintain  the  schools  for  the  constitutional  period  and 
keep  the  county  out  of  debt. 

8.  Teaching  Corps — Most  of  our  teachers  are  undeniably 
making  advancement  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  teaching. 
Their  aims  are  higher,  their  methods  more  perfect,  and  their 
work  more  decent  and  systematic.  A  goodly  number  are 
manifesting  professional  zeal  and  interest  in  their  work.  A 
majority  are  graduates  of  the  schools  and  colleges  of  the 
State,  but  only  a  few  have  professional  training.  The  im- 
provement in  examinations  is  quite  observable.  Many 
teachers  who  a  few  years  ago  could  not  get  up  a  creditable 
set  of  papers,  can  now  present  the  superintendent  with  a  set 
so  improved  in  matter,  form,  neatness,  etc.,  that  it  is  a 
pleasure  for  him  to  grade  them.  A  goodly  number  of  our 
teachers  read  educational  journals,  and  are  greatly  benefitted 
thereby.  '  Only  five  hold  three  years'  licenses. 

4.  School  houses There  has  been  a  decided  improvement 

in  the  condition  of  our  school  houses  during  the  past  two 
years,  yet  many  are  crude  and  uncomfortable.  Those  that 
have  been  recently  built  are  framed  buildings,  and  the  ar- 
rangement is  commodious ;  but  in  our  old  log  houses  the 
teachers  and  pupils  are  distressingly  exposed  to  the  cold, 
inclement  weather,  and  the  supplies  are  inadequate.  Only 
two  are  owned  by  the  county.  I  think  it  would  be  quite 
judicious  to  allow  the  supervisors  to  appropriate  school 
funds  to  the  better  supplying  of  school  houses  in  counties 
where  there  is  a  surplus. 

6.  Institutes — I  verily  believe  that  a  week  spent  in  insti- 
tute, just  before  the  opening  of  winter  schools,  would  be  an 
improvement  on  our  present  plan  of  holding  monthly  insti- 
tutes, and  much  more  good  would  be  accomplished.  A  com- 
petent institute  manager  should  be  appointed  by  county  su- 
perintendent, and  all  teachers  should  be  bound  to  attend — 
unless  they  can  show  good  reason  for  absence — under  pen- 
alty of  forfeiture  of  license.  The  teachers  should  receive 
ikt  least  $1.00  per  day,  for  each  day  spent  in  the  institute. 

Nearly  all  the  teachers  of  this  county  are  imported  from 
other  counties;  therefore  the  institute  fund  is  a  mere  trifle, 
This  the  county  Superintendent  pocketed  as  he  always  con- 
ducted the  institutes  himself. 

6.  Text  Book  Adoption. — The  law  in  regard  to  text-book 
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adoption  has  been  complied  with,  and  all  the  schools  (line 
schools  excepted)  now  have  a  uniform  series. 

7.  McGuffey's  electic  spellers ;  revised  edition  Ist  reader  } 
2d  reader;  Sd  reader;  4th  reader;  5th  reader;  6th  reader^ 

Comeirs  primary  grographies ;  intermediate ;  complete^ 

Robinson's  progressive  primary  arithmetic ;  intellectual  f 
rudiments  of  written  arithmetic ;  progressive  practical  arith- 
metic. 

Quackenbos's  1st  lessons  in  composition;  rhetoric  and  com- 
position. 

Barnes'  primary  U.  S.  histories  ;  brief  history. 

Harvey's  revised  edition  grammar  and  composition ;; 
English  grammar. 

Steele's  14  works  in  physiology ;  14  works  in  philosophy. 

Long's  language  exercises,  part  1 ;  14  language  exercises,, 
part  2  ;  Spencerian  common  school  copy-books. 

8.  No  high  schools.  ' 


HANCOCK. 

OBO.   M.   HOLOOMB,   SUPSBINTEDBNT. 

During  the  past  two  years  better  work  has  been  done  in 
the  schools  by  the  teachers ;  the  pupils,  as  a  whole,  have 
progressed  more  rapidly  in  learning  than  heretofore,  and 
this  I  attribute  in  particular,  to  the  law  passed  by  our  last 
legislature  providing  for  a  uniformity  of  text-books  in  the 
public  schools  of  every  county. 

With  reference  to  the  treasury,  after  paying  the  teachers 
their  salaries  as  per  contracts  it  has  had  a  surplus  of  funds 
to  be  carried  over  to  the  ensuing  scholastic  year.  Suffice  it 
to  say  that  the  treasury  of  this  county  is  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition. Radical  changes  having  been  made  in  the  educa- 
tional laws  among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  written  ex- 
aminations of  applicant  teachers  are  required  to  pass  before 
being  licensed ;  the  institute  in  which  the  best  methods  of 
teaching  are  discussed — ^the  teachers  have  been  stimulated 
to  advance  in  their  professions — ^the  teachers  in  this  county 
are  advancing  inasmuch  as  they  read  educational  journals  } 
in  the  schools  discharge  their  duties  earnestly  and  faithfully,, 
and  in  their  examinations,  manuscripts  show  much  improve- 
ment. 

Most  of  the  school  houses  are  frame  buildings,  having 
sufficient  light  and  ventilation.  Good  school  houses  and 
suitable  furniture  are  needed  in  some  of  the  school  districts 
of  this  county.     A  judicious  plan  for  obtaining  good  school 
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houses,  in  my  humble  judgment  would  be  to  allow  the  super- 
visors to  impose  a  special  taxation  for  this  purpose  on  jrt'op- 
erty  owners,  and  to  appropriate  the  sijirplus  funds  from  this 
special  taxation  to  buying  school  supplies ;  such  as  desks, 
maps,  black-bbards,  etc. 

Probably  as  a  matter  of  convenience  to  the  teachers  an 
amendment  to  the  law  relative  to  the  holding  a  week's  In- 
stitute in  summer  or  early  fall  is  advisable ;  but  otherwise  it 
cannot  be  more  beneficial  to  the  teachers  of  this  county  than 
under  the  present  regime.  Among  the  teachers  of  this 
county  three  are  graduates  of  high  schools,  and  three  of 
colleges.     Three  teachers  hold  three-year  licenses. 

The  law  regarding  text-book  adoption  in  its  opera- 
tion has  been  favorable  in  these  respects:  first  it  has 
brought  about  a  uniformity  in  the  mode  of  instruction ; 
second,  it  has  caused  quite  a  reduction  in  the  price  oi  school 
books,  which  as  a  consequence  has  been  a  pecuniary  bene- 
fit to  the  patrons  of  public  schools. 

The  text-books  adopted  in  this  county : 

Webster's  elementary  speller.  • 

McOuffey's  revised  first  readers ;  second  readers ;  third 
readers;  fourth  readers;  fifth  readers;  sixth  readers. 

Davies  primary  arithmetic ;  elementary  written  arithme- 
tic; practical  arithmetic. 

Harvey's  elementary  grammar ;  revised  English. 

Eclectic  elementary  geography ;  eclectic  complete  geog- 
raphy. 

Swinton's  condensed  history  U.  S. 

Eclectic  series  copy  books. 

Steele's  14  weeks  physiology ;  14  weeks  philosophy. 

Swinton's  primary  history. 

'The  receipts  for  Institute  funds  for  scholastic  year 

1890  were $18  50 

And  1891 21  50 


Total .$40  00 

Total  disbursements  for  1890  were $18  50 

Total  disbursements  for*  1891  were. 18  50 


Total $32  00 

Balance  on  hand $  8  00 


■  In  this  county  one  college  known  as  St.  Stanislas  college, 
is  conducted  by  the  Brothers.  Its  object  is  to  afford 
a  commercial  and  literary  education.  There  is  also  a  con- 
vent which  is   under  the  control  of  the  sisters,  the  aim  of 
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this  snstitution  is  to  educate  young  ladies  in  modern  lan« 
guages  and  music. 


HINDS. 

0.   8.   NORTH,   8UPSBINTSNDBNT. 

1.  The  condition  of  the  schools  during  the  past  two  years 
has  been  favorable  and  the  progress  marked.  The  patrons, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  have  manifested  entire  satisfaction 
with  the  manner  of  instruction  on  the  part  of  the  teachers, 
and  the  advancement  on  the  part  of  the  pupils.  In  some 
few  instances  here  and  there  we  find  a  teacher  who  has  not 
given  entire  satisfaction,  and  this  is  due  in  a  great  measure, 
not  to  the  want  of  educational  acquirement,  but  to  the  lac^ 
of  executive  ability  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  Where 
there  are  so  many,  it  would  be  phenomenal  indeed  if  all 
were  first-class  in  regard  to  executive  ability.  , 

2.  For  the  entire  time  the  schools  have  been  maintained 
under  the  present  law,  there  has  been  a  sufficiency  of  funds 
for  each  year,  with  a  surplus  in  several  years,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  scholastic  year  1890-91.  The  contracts 
made  with  the  teachers  for  that  year  were  based  upon  the 
aggregated  salaries  of  teachers  paid  the  preceding  year, 
1889-^90  J  the  surplas  reported  by  county  treasurer  after 
paying  the  same ;  and  upon  the  amount  to  be  derived  upon 
an  extra  levy  of  one-fourth  mill  by  the  board  of  supervi- 
sors for  the  year  1890-'91.  The  entire  contracts  for  the  en- 
tire term  were  for  a  less  amount  than  the  amount  estimated 
to  come  in  on  the  above  basis,  and  the  amount  of  pay  cer- 
tificntes  issued  was  less  than  the  amount  of  pay  certificates 
for  1889-'90. 

Before  all  the  schools  were  taught  and  reports  filed, 
some  of  them  having  been  taught  in  the  late  spring  and 
summer  under  the  provisions  of  the  amended  law,  the 
county  treasurer  reported  that  the  funds  were  exhausted. 
Upon  that  the  superintendent  stopped  issuing  pay  certifi- 
cates. This  was  before  the  July  State  distribution.  Upon 
notice  from  the  county  treasurer,  the  undersigned  proceeded 
again  to  issue  pay  certificates,  until  notified  by  the  county 
treasurer  that  the  funds  for  the  scholastic  year  were  ex- 
hausted. 

Since  that  time  no  pay  certificat  es  havebeen  issued.  The 
amount  issued  as  above  stated  was  less  than  the  amount 
issued  and  cashed  the  preceding  year.  The  amount  of  sala- 
ries due  teachers  on   reports  on  file  upon   which  certificates. 
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have  not  been  issued,  added  to  the  amount  of  certificates 
issued,  (making  a  total  representing  the  entire  contracts  for 
1890-91,)  is  for  a  less  amount  than  the  basis  of  estimates 
upon  which  which  said  contracts  were  made.  All  of  which 
wille  be  more  briefly  shown  by  the  following  summary : 

Estimates  on  which  contracts  for  1890-^91,  were  made  : 

Amount  of  pay  certificates  issued  and  cashed  pre- 
vious session  1889'90 $27,778  50 

Surplus  reported  by  county  treasurer  cashing  the 

same 1,787  96 

Extra  levy  for  1890-91  of  one-fourth  mill  on  say 

$4,000,000  valuation 1,000  00 

$80,586  46 

Amount  of  entire  contract  for  1890-'91 : 

Pay  certificates  issued  to  teachers. . .  .$27,650  60 
Am't  of  reports  on  file  on  which  no  cer- 
tificates have  issued, 1,295  90  $28,945  60 


» 


By  balance $  1,640  86 

Prom  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  entire  amount  of  sal- 
aries of  teachers  for  the  whole  term  was  less  than  the  esti- 
mates by  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars  and 
eighty  six  euts.  ITo  increase  of  value  was  taken  in  the  esti 
mates,  which  would  have  made  them  greater. 

3.  The  teaching  corps  are  steadily  advancing,  and  mani- 
fest professional  zeal  and  interest  in  their  work.  There  are 
many  giaduates  of  colleges  and  high  schools,  and  some  who 
have  professional  training  as  teachers.  They  show  improve- 
ment in  examinations  and  methods  of  teaching.  There  are 
forty-six  who  hold  three  years  licenses  who  taught  in  the 
county. 

4.  While  there  has  been  improvement  in  the  school-houses, 
mueh  has  yet  to  be  done.  Of  the  houses  for  white  children 
nearly  all  are  owned  by  the  county  or  have  title  vested  in 
ti*ustees,  while  of  the  houses  for  colored  children^  a  large 
number  are  churches  usedibr  schools.  I  think  it  might  be 
w«ll  for  a  small  amount  to  be  expended  annually  towards 
the  equipment  of  the  schools  with  maps,  blackboards,  etc., 
the  patrons  contributing  as  much  as  expended  by  the 
county. 

5.  A  change  in  the  manner  of  holding  institutes  would 
no  doubt  be  beneficial.  One  week  in  the  summer  of  unin- 
terrupted daily  exercises  would  be  a  great  improvement, 
with  experts  to  conduct  the  same. 

Experience  of  several  years  back  has  clearly  demonstrated 
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that  the  holding  of  institutes  in  different  parts  of  the  county 
was  anything  but  patisfactory  and  beneficial.  The  teachers, 
nearly  all  of  ^irhom  were  ladies,  after  having  taught  the  five 
preceding  days,  did  not  feel  disposed  to  be  forced  on  Satur- 
day to  hire  or  borrow  conveyances  and  travel  over  miser- 
able roads  through  wind  and  cold  and  rain.  Failure  to 
meet  managers  led  to  the  conclusion  that  to  accomplish  any- 
thing and  secure  attendance,  the  place  of  holding  should  be 
central.  For  the  last  two  years  they  have  been  held  at  the 
county  seat,  conducted  by  the  county  superintendent,  and 
there  has  been  no  disbursement.  The  amount  accumulated 
for  the  last  two  years  is  as  follows  :  White,  $184 ;  colored, 
9145 ;  total,  $279. 

The  law  relating  to  text-books  is  operating  favorably 
Whatever  of  dissatisfaction  there  was  at  the  time  of  the 
change,  has  apparently  died  out.  The  good  result  of  uni- 
formity and  the  greater  efficiency  of  the  teachers  by  reason 
of  better  concentration  and  systematic  apportionment  of 
work,  have  been  beneficial  to  the  children,  satisfactory  to 
parents  and  helpful  to  the  teachers. 

The  text-books  adopted  are  as  follows  : 

Readers — Lippincott. 

Geography — Maury's  elementary )  manual. 

Arithmetic — Wentworth's  primary ;  grammar  school ;  Sob- 
inson's  intellectual ;  Eays's  test  example  tablets. 

Chrammar — ^Beed  &  Kellogg's  graded  lessons  in  English  ; 
higher  lessons  in  English  ;  Knox  Heath's  language  lessons, 
part  1;  language  lessons,  part  2. 

Compositum. — Waddy's. 

History — Chamber's  school  history;  history  XJ.  S. 

Physiology — ^Hutchinson. 

Natural  Philosophy — Steele's  physics. 


HAERISON 

0.  D.  LANCASTER,   SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  schools  of  this  county  have  been  well  conducted  for 
the  past  two  years.  A  number  of  pupils  educated  entirely 
in  our  county  schools,  are  teaching  under  first,  second  and 
third  grade  certificates.  Some  of  our  teachers  have  at- 
tended Normal  schools,  but  they  do  not  show  any  superiori- 
ty over  others  in  their  examination  papers,  or  school  work. 
Teachers  are  enthusiastic  in  work  and  thoroughly  practiaal. 
They  have  tried  to  avoid  sham  and  humbug,  and  give  good 
honest  work  for  the  money  they  receive.  Two  teachers  hold 
three  years  licenses. 
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Five  school  houses  are  owned  by  the  oonnty  and  thrte  by 
fiepartate  school  districts. 

Where  brick  can  be  made,  the  board  of  supervisors  should 
be  empowered  to  employ  a  man  who  understood  burning  and 
laying  brick,  to  put  up  a  few  brick  houses  each  year.  The 
people  of  the  district  to  furnish  the  other  labor ;  the  board 
the  material.  The  brick  houses  to  be  furnished  by  the 
<50unty.  Frame  houses  when  not  used  are  liable  to  be 
burned  by  wood  fires  in  this  county.  The  time  has  come 
when  we  need  a  high  school  in  each  county.  It  should  be 
located  about  the  center  of  the  county  so  as  to  be  equally 
Accessible  to  all. 

A  teacher's  institute  to  hold  five  days  during  any  week  of 
the  term.  Teachers  to  be  paid  $10.00  each  for  attendance. 
Fines  to  be  deducted  from  this  amount.  Teachers  who  fail 
to  attend  without  good  excuse^  to  forfeit  license.  One  corps 
of  experts  could  then  conduct  institutes  in  sixteen  counties. 
Beceipts  for  institute  fund  for  past  two  years  are  $121.50. 
The  disbursements  $72.50.     The  balance  on  hand,  $:^82.90. 

The  text-book  law  has  been  difficult  to  enforce;  because  of 
fimall  profits  ;  dealers  do  not  care  to  handle  the  books,  and 
teachers  often  order  from  publishers. 

Text-books  adopted : 

McGuffey's  revised  speller ;  Bay's  new  elementary  arith- 
metic, practical,  higher ;  Bobinson's  intellectual ;  Harvey's 
elementary  grammar,  revised  English ;  Eclectic  Elementa- 
ry Geography,  complete ;  Eggleston's  Ist  Book  American 
History,  U.  S.  and  People ;  Eclectic  Copy  Books ;  Steele's 
14  weeks  physiology ;  Quack enbos's  new  philosophy. 

Pass  Christian  Institute — a  college  for  young  ladies ;  hand- 
dome  building  fi*onting  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Is  well  attend- 
ed. Bey.  H.  C.  Mayer,  President.  Handsboro,  has  Gulf 
Coast  college,  a  high  school  for  boys  and  girls.  Good 
buildings  and  well  attended.  Mrs.  W.  G.  Henderson,  Presi- 
dent. 


ITAWAMBA. 

A.   B.   NEWTON,   SUPERINTENDENT. 

While  I  cannot  say  that  we  have  made  any  visible  pro- 
gress during  the  past  two  years,  I  feel  sure  that  we  have,  at 
least,  not  retrograded.  We  have  had  some  drawbacks,  such 
as  a^reduction  in  salaries  and  a  text-book  adoption ;  but  in 
my  opinion,  we  are  now  in  better  condition  for  future  pro- 
gress than  ever  before. 
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Our  fands  for  last  lear,  i.  e.  1890-'91,  were  sufficient  for 
the  expenses  of  that  year ;  or  rather  the  disbursements  were 
made  to  conform  to  the  receipts.  During  the  previous  year 
a  debt  of  about  $1500  was  incurred.  However,  we  have 
at  present  no  outstanding  warrants.  This  amount  is  due 
the  teachers  for  which  they  have  received  no  warrants.  N"a 
provision  had  beenmade  to  pay  them.  Neither  do  I  think 
the  board  of  supervisors  has  any  right  to  make  a  levy  to  pay 
this  amount  without  an  act  of  the  Legislature  empowering- 
them  to  make  the  levy.  I  hope  the  Legislature  will  make 
some  provision  to  enable  the  board  of  supervisors  to  make 
the  necessary  levy.  The  basis  for  all  the  contracts  for  1890-^ 
'91  was  laid  before  I  came  into  the  office,  and  also  before 
the  Act  to  prevent  over-issue  was  passed.  I  carried  out  the 
contracts  and  issued  pay  certificates  until  I  had  reached  the 
amount  available  for  salaries  that  year.  The  teachers  who* 
were  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  last,  received  neither  money 
nor  warrants,  though  they  had  already  rendered  service  ao* 
cording  to  contract. 

Considering  the  small  salaries  paid,  our  teaching  corps  i& 
a  splendid  one.  While  not  more  than  one-fourth  are  gradu- 
ates of  high  schools,  as  a  general  thing  they  are  zealous  and 
competent  for  the  work  they  undertake.  About  one-half 
have  received  professional  training  ;  others  receive  some 
instruction  in  the  County  Institute.  A  few  read  educational 
papers.'  About  twenty  teachers  have  received  three  year» 
licenses  during  the  last  two  years. 

Our  school  houses  are  not  what  they  should  be,  of  course, 
yet  there  has  been  marked  improvement  in  the  matter  of 
repairing  and  building  new  houses.  With  perhaps  three  ex- 
ceptions, they  are  very  poorly  furnished.  In  most  cases  the 
patrons  seem  to  think  their  duty  ends  when  the  house  i& 
built.  The  plan  of  appropriating  money  to  buy  school  fur- 
niture where  the  patrons  would  contribute  an  equal  amount 
might  do  in  those  counties  where  there  is  a  surplus  school 
fund,  but  in  this  county  we  need  all  the  money  for  teachers' 
salaries.  I  know  no  way  to  get  good  houses  in  each  dis- 
trict, other  than  continuing  to  urge  the  people  to  build 
them  by  convincing  them  of  the  necessity,  etc. 

As  to  Institutes  in  the  future,  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  a 
change  to  a  week's  Institute  during  the  months  of  Septem- 
ber with  compulsory  attendance.  Let  it  be  conducted  by 
the  Board  of  Examiners.  They  might  be  required  to  pass 
an  examination  on  methods  of  teaching,  school  government, 
etc.;  before  their  election.  Below  is  a  statement  of  receipts 
and  disbursements  of  Institute  fund'f or  past  two  years  : 
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RB0BIPT8 : 

Examination  fees,  April  1890 .$18  00 

Examination  fees,  Oct.,  1890 85  00 

Examination  fees,  April,  1891 12  50  965  50 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  Institute  Managers  1889-'90 $17  50 

Paid  Institute  Managers  1890-'81 15  00 

Paid  fuel,  .etc 1  00 

Crayons 80 

Blackboards  and  expenses  on  same 8  10 

Dictionary. .'. 4  50  $  41  40 

Balance  on  hand $24  10 

No  balance  was  received  by  me  from  former  Superintend- 
ent.    He  kept  no  account  of  Institute  fund. 

The  best  law  that  has  been  passed  by  our  Legislature  in 
a  long  time  was  the  one  requiring  the  adoption  of  a  uni- 
form system  of  text-books  in  the  different  counties.  While 
it  has  caused  the  attendance  to  be  smaller  than  usual  the 
past  year,  it  is  now  being  more  appreciated  by  the  patrons. 
So  far  as  the  teachers  were  concerned,  they  were  heartily  in 
favor  of  it  from  the  beginning ;  and  for  that  reason  it  was 
no  trouble  to  enforce  the  law.     Below  are  the  books  adopted: 

Swinton's  word  primer,  book  of  spelling,  primer ;  Swin- 
ton's  readers ;  Eclectic  elementary  geography,  complete ; 
Kay's  practical  arithmetic;  Eay's  intellectual  anthmetic; 
Sanford's    primary,    intermediate;      Harvey's    elementary 

f'ammar,  English ;  Swinton's  school  composition ;  Beed  & 
ellogg's  higher  lesson  in  English  (for  composition) ;  Han- 
sell's  school  history,  higher  Cutter's  beginner's  physiology, 
intermediate,  comprehensive ;  Sharpless  &  Phillips'  physics. 
The  following  high  schools  are  located  in  Itawamba 
county:  Oakland  Normal  institute  at  Yale,  Tombigbee 
ITormal  institute  at  Fulton,  and  Pleasant  Bidge  ITormal  at 
Pleasant  Bidge.  They  are  under  competent  management, 
and  are  doing  a  good  work  for  the  county. 


JBPPBBSON. 

J.   RTVBS  WADB,    SUPBRINTSNDBNT. 

Number  of  schools  increased  in  last  two  years  from  68  to 
76,  viz  :  40  white  and  86  colored  now. 

The  trustees  were  more  attentive  to   their  duties.     The 
grades  ot  the  teachers  have  gone  higher. 
B-15 
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The  school  fund  balance  over,  October,  1890 $1824  90 

The  school  ftind  balance  over,  October,  1881 '  2813  36 

The  standard  of  the  teachers  is  advancing — a  great  many 
seem  to  take  a  great  interest  in  their  work  and  try  to  ad- 
vance the  pupils.  I  tell  them  the  higher  the  standard  of 
their  schools  the  better  will  be  their  pay.  Some  again  seem 
to  drag  through  looking  only  to  Saturdays  and  the  end  of 
the  month. 

Some  few  are  graduates  ;  say  about  twelve  or  fifteen ;  some 
few  read  educational  papers. 

I  have  6  white  males  with  3  years  license ;  I  have  8  white 
females  with  3  years  license;  I  have  white  females  ^ith  2 
years  license ;  I  have  6  white  males  with  2  years  license.  I 
have  7  colored  males  with  3  years  license  and  1  female. 

Our  school  houses  are  in  bad  condition.  48  out  of  76 
belong  to  the  county  for  school  purposes.  I  could  suggest 
a  plan  to  alter  this,  but  our  tax-payers  would  not  hear  to  it, 
as  they  kick  now  at  the  6  mills  levied  for  tuition. 

I  would  greatly  favor  a  week's  Institute  beginning  on  1st 
Monday  in  November  for  whites,  and  on  2d  Monday  in  No- 
vember for  the  colored — ^by  some  experts,  citizens  of  this 
State,  for  if  our  own  State  cannot  afford  competent  citizens 
to  do  this  work  let's  withdraw  the  annual  appropriations 
from  the  State  colleges  and  put  it  into  the  public  school 
fund.  The  teachers  of  the  respective  counties  should  be 
forced  to  attend  these  county  institutes  under  a  forfeiture  of 
their  contracts  to  teach,  unless  providentially  kept  away. 

Dr.  Or. 
I  collected  for  Institute  fund   (see  my  re- 
port to  you  of  1890) $  77  00 

Eeported  to  you  October,  1891 60  00 

Collecited  in  Oct.,  1891  (not  reported) 38  00 

Total  from  1890  to  date $166  00 

CONTRA. 

Paid  to  Managers  of  Institutes  as  per  their 
receipts,  viz : 

To  C.  W.  Grafton,   H.   M.  Quin,  M.  How- 
ard, C.  A.  Snodgrass $     44  00 

To  Janitor  for   cleaning   C.  H.  after  each 

examination 3  76 

To  oil  for  C.  H.  lamps  and  stationery 2  06 

To  editor  Chronicle,  notices  of  Institutes. .  3  00 

9     63  20 
To  balance  on  hand Ill  80 

9  165  00 
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Text-books  adopted : 

Speller — Eeed's   word   lessons. 

Readers — McGuffey's  revised. 

Geographies — Maury's. 

Arithmetics — Sanfords. 

KnoX'Heath — Language  lessons. 

Qrammar — Beed  &  Kellogg's. 

U,  S.  History — Chambers. 

Physiology — Smith. 

Natural  Philosophy — Peck's  Ganot. 

The  law  is  operating  very  well  with  all  but  a  few  who 
prefer  to  pay  80  cents  per  quart  for  whisky  rather  than  buy 
two  books  for  their  children  for  $1.25.  And  then  those  line 
schools  between  two  counties  using  different  books — I  think 
the  whole  State  phould  have  adopted  one  set  of  books,  or 
«lse  make  the  children  of  every  county  attend  the  public 
schools  in  their  respective  counties. 

The  examinations  every  year  are  a  sine  qua  non  to  our 
advancement — both  as  to  subjects,  teachers  and  pupils— and 
I  believe  Mississippi  is  now  ahead  of  every  Southern  State 
in  point  of  the  standard  of  her  public  schools.  I  would  be 
pleased  to  see  ^in  section  27 — in  the  3d  line — strike  out 
^^shaU  remain  at  least  two  hours  and/'  as  he  can  accomplish 
just  as  much  good  by  seeing  all  it  is  his  duty  to  do — and 
may  visit  the  schools  oftener. 


JACKSON. 

H.   L.   HOWZB,   SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  The  condition  of  the  schools  for  the  last  two  years  has 
been  good,  and  the  progress  satisfactory. 

2.  School  fund  in  good  condition,  all  expenses  paid,  and 
no  outstanding  debts. 

8.  Teachers  improving,  and  manifesting  more  interest  in 
their  work,  accessions  to  corps  are  to  a  limited  extent  com- 
possed  of  graduates  of  high  schools ;  none  however  have 
professional  training.  They  are  to  a  considerable  extent 
improving  in  examinations,  and  in  methods  of  teaching.  A 
a  few  read  educational  journals,  and  the  number  is  increas- 
ing every  year.     Five  hold  three  years  licenses. 

4.  With  a  few  exceptions  the  school  houses  might  be  much 
improved ;  many  of  them  answer  the  purpose  for  summer 
schools,  but  for  winter  are  not  comfortable;  only  one  owned 
by  county.  I  cannot  suggest  any  plan  by  which  good 
houses  can  be  secured,  and  would  not  be  in  favor  of  using 
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any  part  of  the  county  school  fund  for  that  purpose,  but 
think  in  the  near  future  a  spirit  of  emulation  between  the 
school  districts  will  have  the  effect  of  improving  the  school 
houses.  My  observation  has  been  that  outside  help  de- 
stroy s  individual  effort. 

6.  I  am  in  favor  of  annual  institutes  and  examinations^ 
the  institute  to  continue  for  a  given  number  of  days,  con- 
ducted by  an  expert  appointed  by  the  State  Board  of  Edu- 
cation; and  while  the  teachers  are  all  together^  at  the  close 
of  the  institute,  let  the  examination  be  held,  provided  all 
expenses  be  paid  out  of  the  State  or  county  school  fund. 
Amount  of  institute  fund  collected  for  1890,  $18.80. 

4.  Institutes  held,  amount  expended,  $10.00 ;  amount  on 
hand,  $8.50 ;  for  '91,  $13.00.  Four  Institutes  held.  Amount 
expended,  $10.00  ;  amount  on  hand  for  both  years,  $11.50. 

6.  The  text-book  law  is  strictly  observed  and  gives  satis- 
faction. 

List  of  books  adopted  : 

SpeUers — McGuffey's  eclectic  and  alternate. 

Headers — McGufFey's. 

Arithmetics — Bobinson's  rudiments,  progressive  practical,, 
higher,  intellectual. 

Geographies — Eclectic  elementary,  complete. 

Philosophy — Wells. 

History — HanselFs  (Chambers)  school,  higher. 

Copy  Books — Hansell's. 

Orammar  and  (Composition — Beed  k  Kellogg's  graded  les-^ 
sons  in  English,  higher  English./ 

Physiology — Cutter's  intermediate,  comprehensive. 

Physical  Geography — Maury's. 

7.  There  is  only  one  high  school  in  the  county;  it  is  pro- 
gressing well,  with  a  good  corps  of  teachers,  and  large 
attendance.  It  is  situated  at  Moss  Point,  Prof.  M.  Caldwell, 
Principal. 

The  public  schools  though,  are  the  schools  of  the  county «. 
They  are  increasing  in  number  every  year,  and  growing  in 
the  estimation  of  the  people. 


JASPBB. 

L.   L.   DXNSON,   9UPBRINTBNDXNT. 

As  a  whole,  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  of  Jasper 
county  for  the  past  two  years  has  been  good,  and  the  pro- 
gress gratifying.     There  have  been  some  hindrances,  some 
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drawback,  some  clogs,  bat  Dotwithstanding  these,  the  cause 
has  moved  onward  to  a  higher  plane. 

When  I  took  charge  of  the  office  two  years  since,  I  found 
a  school  debt  of  three  thousand  dollars,  and  the  schools 
<}ontracted  for  at  salaries  beyond  the  resources  of  the  funds. 
Hence  the  summer  term  of  '89  and  '90  was  shortened  to 
three  months. 

The  law  passed  by  the  Legislature  oi  '90,  restricting  Su- 
perintendents to  a  cash  basis  and  authorizing  a  special  levy 
to  meet  outstanding  indebtedness,  caused  the  school  fund 
of  Jasper  for  1890-'91  to  be  extremely  small. 

After  providing  for  the  school  debt,  the  levy  for  the 
schools  was  only  two  and  one-half  7^272$-— amounting  to  the 
small  sum  of  $2835.52. 

The  number  of  schools  located  in  the  county  was  eighty- 
:five.  As  a  consequence  following  logically  these  three 
facts,  the  salaries  of  teachers  was  at  the  minimum.  But  in 
most  cases  the  people  (recognizing  the  depressed  condition 
that  always  accompanies  a  change  from  a  credit  to  a  cash 
basis)  very  cheerfully  suplemented  the  salaries  of  teachers, 
and  everything  moved  on  very  well. 

Daring  the  year,  by  good  engineering,  I  secured  the  re- 
funding of  a  large  part  of  the  railroad  tax  to  the  school 
fund,  that  had  been  misapplied  to  the  common  county  fund. 
But  this  came  about  too  late  to  raise  the  salaries  for  the 
year. 

The  year  1891-92  finds  our  school  fund  in  fine  condition 
— ^the  largest  fund  we  have  ever  had  for  any  one  year.  Be- 
sides the  regular  fund  of  three  mill  tax,  two  dollar  poll-tax, 
etc.,  we  have  a  surplus  of  nearly  two  thousand  dollars, 
And  will  get  our  pro  rata  of  the  railroad  tax.  This  gives 
us  a  fund  of  nearly  fourteen  thousand  dollars,  sufficient  to 
maintain  the  schools  for  a  term  of  five  months  with  salaries 
of  best  teachers  at  $47}  per  month. 

TEACHING  CORPS. 

While  the  teaching  profession  of  Jasper  county  is  not  an 
exception  ^o  the  universal  law  that  all  callings  are  doomed 
to  be  imposed  upon  by  some  "dead  head"  failures,  yet  the 
ability  of  our  teachers  is  constantly  increasing.  Out  of  the 
68  Tikhite  teachers  employed  in  1889-'90,  46  held  1st  grade 
licenses ;  and  in  1890-'91,  55  of  the  69  employed  held  1st 
grade.  Quite  a  number  of  these  hold  two  and  three  years 
licenses. 

A  majority  of  these  teachers  are  students  or  graduates  of 
the  high  schools  of  the  county.  While  they  have  not  had 
the  advantages  of  a  regular  training  school  (such  as  we  are 
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wofully  in  need  of  in  the  State  of  Mississippi),  yet  they 
are  well  founded  in  the  rudiments ;  and  many  possess  that 
''  natural  tact/^  that  needs  only  practice  to  make  them  ex- 
cellent instructors.  They  have  that  professional  zeal  and 
manifest  that  interest  in  the  work  that  not  only  impresses 
itself  upon  the  children  under  their  care,  hut  extends  to  the 
entire  community. 

Not  only  their  works  hut  their  examinatioixs  show  very 
marked  improvement.  A  large  per  cent,  read  educational 
literature.  This  spirit  seems  to  he  increasing,  to  know  more 
of  the  great  educational  work,  more  of  what  others  are  doing, 
more  of  the  true  methods  of  teaching.  Our  people  have  been 
veiiy  sadly  duped  for  the  last  four  years  by  would-be  advo- 
cates of  sure-to-be  new  and  lightning  systems  of  education. 
But  as  they  advance  along  the  line  of  progress  they  are 
learning  to  distinguish  between  gold  and  that  which  glitters 
only  on  the  surface. 

School  Buildings — Jasper  can  justly  boast  of  the  large 
number  of  excellent  school  buildings  she  has  within  her  bor^ 
ders.  Yet  she  has  cause  to  be  ashamed  of  the  number  of 
miserable  old  log  huts  still  standing.  If  space  permitted,  I 
should  like  to  ficiv©  you  a  pen  picture  of  some  of  these ;  but 
I  guess  you  have  seen  such  huts  only  too  often.  I  shall  sug- 
gest this  plan  for  securing  the  much-needed  improvement  in 
country  school  houses :  That  before  a  school  is  located  in  a 
community,  or  before  it  is  re-located  the  second  year,  the 
neighborhood  be  required  to  erect  a  comfortable  and  roomy 
house,  well  seated,  and  good  arrangements  for  warming. 
That  the  superintendent  be  required  to  visit  such 
community  before  the  meeting  of  the  school  board  for 
locating  schools,  and  report  to  the  said  board  such  commu- 
nities as  have  not  houses  suited  to  the  comfort  and  health  of 
students  and  teachers.  I  believe  that  this  and  nothing  short 
of  this,  will  prove  the  required  stimulus.  I  am  opposed  to 
county  or  State  assistance  m  constructing  school  houses.  It 
begets  a  feeling  of  dependence  upon  the  government,  of  pau- 
perism, that  works  harm  both  to  the  people  and  to  the  gov- 
ernment. 

The  plan  that  you  propose  for  securing  school  furniture 
and  appliances,  I  believe  is  good,  as  it  proposes  to  help  a 
community  in  proportion  to  the  amount  it  helps  itself. 

I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  a  change  to  a  week's  institute 
held  just  before  examination.  I  think  the  one-day-a-month 
plan  almost  an  entire  failure;  but  believe  that  an  institute 
of  one  week^  conducted  by  some  competent  home  man,  would 
be  productive  of  good. 
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institute  funds — receipts. 

From  former  superintendent I  21  60 

Amount  of  fees  collected  in  spring  of  1889-'90 24  00 

Amount  of  fees  collected  in  spring  of  1890-91 45  00 

Amount  of  fees  collected  in  fall  of  1891-'92 21  00 

Total $  111  00 

EltPENDITURES. 

For  holding  institutes $     46  50 

Paper,  pens  and  ink  of  applicants  in  examinations.       40  20 
Janitor's  wages 6  25 

Total  expenditures $     90  45 

Balance  on  band $     20  55 

I  paid  the  expenses  of  examiners  and  janitor's  wages  out 
of  the  institute  fund  to  prevent  a  useless  accumulation  of  this 
fund,  and  to  relieve  the  small  school  fund  of  this  burden. 

The  law  regulating  text-books  is  operating  finely  in  our 
coun,ty.  At  first  there  was  some  "kicking ;"  but  the  people 
are  realizing  the  economy  of  time  and  money  that  this  law 
has  brought  about,  and  are  now  pleased.  I  think  that  the 
law  should  be  extended  to  the  entire  State.  There  were  no 
changes  made  by  the  committee  at  its  last  meeting,  hence 
the  books  adopted  are  the  same  as  reported  a  year  ago. 

HIGH   SCHOOLS. 

Jasper  is  justly  proud  of  the  large  number  and  quality  of 
high  schools  maintained  in  this  county.  There  are  six  reg- 
ular high  schools  in  this  county,  all  of  which  are  chartered. 
Besides  these,  there  are  quite  a  number  that  run  nine  or  ten 
months,  and  make  some  pretensions  to  high  order.  The  in- 
fluence of  these  schools  is  very  marked  on  our  entire  people. 
They  are  doing  a  grand  work  in  refining,  elevating  the  ideas 
of,  and  developing  the  manhood  and  womanhood  of  our  boys 
and  girls. 

There  is  no  better  means  of  ascertaining  tiie  grand  work 
that  the  schools  of  our  couhty  are  doing  than  to  go  ameng 
the  people.  Here  you  find  a  warm  interest  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  great  cause  of  education. 

May  the  good  work,  under  good  officers  and  the  guidance 
of  Providence,  go  on  to  higher  planes  of  usefulness ! 


JONES. 

E.    J.     TAYLOR,    SUPERINTENDENT. 
FINANCES. 

We  are  on  a  solid  basis  financially,  and  we  intend  to  con- 
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tinne  so.  Nearly  two  years  ago,  when  I  came  into  office,  more 
schools  had  heen  located  than  heretofore,  and  the  majority 
of  them  let  out  to  he  taught  in  the  winter  on  fair  salaries, 
and  this  necessitated  the  summer  schools  to  he  let  out  on 
the  same  plan,  and  according  to  contract  the  obligation  as- 
sumed by  us  exceeded  our  fund.  This  happened  before  the 
act  approved  February  22,  1890.  The  board  of  supervisors 
took  the  advice  of  the  attorney  general,  and  levied  a  4  mill 
tax,  and  2  mills  of  which  was  to  be  a  special  levy  to  pay  the 
school  debt,  and  the  balance,  if  any,  was  to  be  transferred 
to  the  school  fund.  The  treasurer  paid  each  claim  out  of  its 
own  fund,  and  had  a  considerable  sum  to  carry  forward  to 
the  ensuing  year.  Our  citizens  are  well  pleased  with  the 
result,  and  although  it  made  taxes  a  little  heavier,  I  have 
heard  no  man  complain. 

THE   TEAOHING  CORPS. 

Seem  to  be  advancing.  I  know  some  of  our  best  teachers 
who  now  stand  in  the  foremost  ranks,  once  held  certificates 
of  lower  grades.  The  number '  of  first  grades  increases, 
while  those  of  the  third  and  second  grades  diminish.  We 
have  teachers  from  A.  &  M.  College,  1. 1.  &  C,  Cooper  Nor- 
maly  Lake  Como,  and  Hamlet,  but  we  have  not  more  than  two 
or  three  graduates  in  our  county,  as  far  as  I  know. 

We  have  some  trained  teachers  who  give  good  satisfaction. 
Our  teachers  diflFer  in  zeal  very  much.  Some  are  laboring 
to  promote  intellectual  and  moral  development.  We  want 
teachers  who  make  the  great  cause  of  education  of  first 
importance,  and  everything  else  secondary,  even  their 
salary. 

SCHOOL   HOUSES. 

You  must  remember  that  this  county  was  once  called 
Free  State  of  Jones,  but  the  railroad  has  revolutionized  every- 
thing. Since  the  introduction  of  sawmills  the  old  log  pen 
school  houses  are  rapidly  giving  way,  and  good  frame 
buildings  are  taking  their  places.  Our  greatest  deficiency 
is  in  the  way  of  school  furniture.  Any  fund  in  that  line 
would  be  very  benei^cial. 

INSTITUTES. 

Institutes  are  very  entertaining  and  profitable.  We  take 
up  the  work  by  topics,  allow  free  and  friendly  discussion, 
and  our  teachers  delight  to  attend  whenever  they  can. 
Our  county  has  many  little  streams,  difficult  to  cross  in 
winter,  and  we  have  many  lady  teachers  without  convey- 
ance and  not  able  to  hire.  Add  to  this,  many  of  our  schools 
are  located  at  a  distance  from  public  conveyance  (see  map) 
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^^hich  deprives  somd  of  our  best  teachers  of  the  privilege 
of  attending  our  institutes — a  source  of  regret  to  them  as 
well  as  myself.  I  hold  all  the  institutes  myself,  for  three 
reasons : 

1st.  At  my  office  is  the  only  place  that  I  can  assemble 
teachers  in  sufficient  number  to  hold  an  institute. 

2d.  We  have  some  young,  timid  teachers,  who  are 
-easily  embarrassed,  but  I  try  in  some  friendly  way  to  re- 
lieve them,  so  no  one  goes  away  without  doing  something, 
if  it  is  nothing  more  than  giving  an  opinion. 

3d.  I  am  satisfied  the  teachers  would  rather  that  I  pre- 
side, if  I  do  sometimes  exceed  the  legal  time.  I  first  took 
notes  on  loose  slips  of  paper,  but  these  being  sometimes  mis- 
laid, I  secured  a  book.  No  month  ever  passes  without  an 
institute,  and   sometimes  we  have  two. 

In  1890  I  held  not  less  than  8  institutes ;  in  1891 1  held 
cot  less  than  8  institutes.     Total,  16  institutes. 

Cost,  at  $2.50  per  institute $  40  00 

According  to  record,  86  teachers  examined 43  00 

Balance  in  favor  of  institutes I     3  00 

I  have  charged  the  institute  fund  with  the  services  render- 
ed in  holding  institutes.  If  1  am  not  entitled  to  pay  for 
my  services  I  don't  want  it. 

TEXT   BOOKS. 

List  adopted  :  Watson's  graphic  speller;  McGufl'ey's  read- 
ers, Bobinson's  arithmetic,  primary;  Bobinson's  arithmetic, 
rudiments;  Bobinson's  arithmetic,  j)ractical;  Harvey's  gram- 
mar, elementary;  Harvey's  grammar,  English;  Swinton's 
introductory  geography,  Swinton's  grammar  school  geog- 
raphy, Quackenbos'  first  lessons  in  composition,  Quackenbos' 
<iomposition  and  rhetoric,  Barnes'  brief  history  of  the  U  S., 
Barnes'  national  copy  books,  Steele's  fourteen  weeks  physi- 
ology, Steele's  fourteen  weeks  philosophy,  Bobinson's  intel- 
lectual arithmetic,  Barnes'  primary  history. 

We  have  had  no  trouble  with  the  text  book  question  up 
to  date.  Some  few  are  in  favor  of  the  old  blue  back  spelling 
book  for  beginners. 

HIGH   SOHOOLS    AND   OOLLEOBS, 

Unfortunately  we  have  none.  The  Ellisville,  Laurel  and 
Hebron  schools  promise  at  no  distant  day  to  develope  into 
high  schools  or  colleges. 


I 
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J.   H.    OU&RIX,   SUPS&INTBNDBNT. 

I  consider  the  need  of  a  State  normal  school  the  most  im- 
portant subject  to  place  before  the  next  Legislature.  We 
need  trained  teachers  to  do  the  work  the  law  contemplates. 
The  majority  of  teachers  in  this  county  have  not  given  the 
subject  mnch  study.  They  do  not  mean  to  follow  the  science 
of  teaching,  and  learn  how  to  teach  if  at  all,  at  the  ezpense^ 
of  the  taught— -it  is  an  expedient. 

Few  of  the  schools  now  engaged  in  preparing  teachers 
drill  them  in  anything  except  the  studies  required  by  law. 
The  teacher  has  no  attainments  beyond  this  small  circle. .  He 
fails  to  give  satisfaction  because  he  has  really  nothing  to 
draw  to ;  no  general  information ;  no  ideas  of  the  strength 
and  power  of  his  own  tongue  beyond  that  used  in  his  favorite 
text-books.  He  is  comparatively  ignorant  of  the  history -of 
his  own  country;  outside  of  the  headlines  of  history  is  abso- 
lutely  a  blank.  Answers  the  questions  in  Geography  ;  has 
no  globe  and  does  not  care  for  one ;  illustrates  nothing,  ex- 
plains nothing  and  thinks  it  sufficient  if  he  can  take  the  book 
and  find  anything  demanded  by  the  text.  This  is  surely 
true  in  too  many  instances.  The  pay  is  not  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify men  of  ability  and  attainments  to  teach  the  ordinary 
common  school,  but  is  more  than  the  most  of  the  people  like 
to  pay. 

I  feel  satisfied  that  we  must  always  bo  annoyed  by  experi- 
menters in  the  school  room  until  we  place  the  pay  high 
enough  to  command  talent.  This  will  cost  the  State  some- 
thing, but  I  feel  confident  that  the  cheapest  government  i» 
that  one  which  lives  up  to  the  demands  of  its  civilization  re- 
gardless of  expenses. 

It  is  the  duty  of  all  governments  to  remove  vice  and  temp- 
tation as  far  as  possible  from  the  governed.  Ignorance 
and  wealth  are  the  powers  to  be  feared  in  the  development 
of  our  civilization  and  the  common  school  is  the  most  effi- 
cient factor  in  the  hands  of  tne  government  to  avoid  the  con- 
flict. 

It  is  possible  for  the  State  to  establish  a  chair  of  Pedagogy 
in  the  university  and  colleges,  and  if  such  is  practicable  it 
may  answer  all  demands  for  a  while.  The  expense  should 
cut  no  figure. 

The  school  buildings  in  this  county  are  rapidly  improving^ 
indeed,  until  recently  we  had  no  suitable  houses  for  school 
purposes.  The  country  schools  are  coming  up  now  and  it 
looks  like  the  mass  of  the  people  appreciate  the  fact  that  it 
is  necessary  to  keep  children  comfortable  while  at  study. 
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This  oonBty  has  contributed  more  within  the  last  twelve 
months  towards  building  up  the  school  system  than  in  all  the 
years  since  the  system  was  organized. 

We  have  at  Binnville  Fair  View  College,  with  Prof.  W.  W. 
Moore,  Geo.  W.  Burton,  W.  W.  Benson  and  Miss  Fannie 
Moore  as  teachers.  The  enrollment  is  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  students. 

Cleveland  High  School,  at  Pea  Bidge,  (I  think  the  post- 
office  should  be  changed)  is  under  the  efficient  management 
of  Professors  Graham  and  Moore,  with  one  assistant.  They 
enroll  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  students. 

Fair  View  College  is  capable  of  handling  the  higher 
branches  in  mathematics  and  the  languages  and  is  doing  a 
good  work  under  the  direction  of  a  splendid  organizer.  This 
institution  has  taken  position  and  will  maintain  it.  Cleve- 
land High  School  has  just  fully  organized  but  promises  much. 

I  submit  the  number  of  educable  children  in  this  county 
reported  by  the  assessor.  I  consider  the  list  as  enumerated 
by  the  teachers  as  wholly  unreliable. 

If  the  Legislature  could  be  persuaded  to  repeal  that  part 
of  the  Act  of  1888,  referring  to  the  length  of  time  taught 
continuously,  and  all  of  the  Aot  of  1890,  except  the  Board 
of  Examiners,  I  would  agree  to  excuse  all  other  blunders 
committed.  I  think  it  a  great  risk,  however,  to  mention  the 
matter  to  the  Legislature — too  many  opinions  and  too  little 
judgment  about  such  things. 

The  text-book  committee  met,  as  provided  by  law,  and, 
after  much  debate,  reported  the  following  list  of  books 
adopted  for  the  next  five  years : 

Arithmetic — Bobinson's  course.  ** 

Grammar — Harvey's. 

Geography — Swi  n  ton . 

History — Chambers. 

Natural  Philosophy — Steele. 

Physiology — Steele. 

Composition — Kcl  1  ogg. 

Spdl&r  -  Reed's  Word  Lessons. 

Reader — McGuflFey. 

The  most  of  these  books  have  been  used  in  the  county  and 
very  little  trouble  will  take  place  in  the  exchange. 

I  am  highly  pleased  with  the  examination  law  now  in  force. 
It  certainly  settles  the  question  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  and 
it  leaves  the  list  of  licensed  teachers  very  small.  The  tricks 
heretofore  resorted  to  are  not  applicable  now.  The  profes- 
sional j acker  is  now  without  a  calling. 

I  find  it  hard  work  to  get  the  teachers  to  take  interest  in 
the  Institutes.  They  put  up  all  kinds  of  excuses.  Some  sick 
or  wife  sick,  or  can't  get  a  horse  to  ride,  and  when  present 
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either  know  nothing  to  say  or  oanH  say  it.  A  few  do  the 
work  when  anything  is  done.  Turn  every  question  into  an 
abstraction  and  leave  the  abstraction  no  clearer  and  the 
andience  no  wiser ;  all  such  arguments  are  fruitless  unless 
they  tend  to  strengthen  the  mind — ^they  surely  do  not  throw 
any*  light  on  school  teaching.  One  practical  idea  well  put 
is  worth  a  volume  of  syllogisms  tounded  on  hypothesis  and 
driven  to  absolute  conjeotnre  by  misty  assertion. 

All  institute  work^  in  my  opinion,  should  be  done  before 
the  school  term  commences. 


LAFAYETTE. 

0.  A.  m'oharbn,  supibintendbnt. 

The  financial  condition  of  our  schools  is  better  now  than 
it  has  been  for  several  years.  There  are  $4,700.68  out- 
standing school  warrants.  This  debt  was  incurred  by  run- 
ning over  the  receipts  a  small  amount  every  year,  before 
the  act  of  1890  was  passed  by  the  Legislature ;  also  by  de- 
fault of  county  treasurer.  The  board  of  supervisors  levied 
a  special  tax  last  August  to  pay  this  indebtedness. 

TBAOHINO  OOBPS. 

A  majority  of  the  teachers  manifest  a  great  interest  in 
the  school  work,  while  others  are  working  for  nothing  ex- 
cept the  money,  caring  nothing  for  the  interest  of  their 
country.  There  are  but  few  of  the  accessions  to  the  corps 
of  teachers  composed  of  graduates,  while  a  few  have  had 
professional  training  in  teaching,  although  all  show  an  im- 
provement in  the  examinations  and  methods  of  teaching. 
iNot  many  of  the  teachers  read  educational  journals. 
Eighteen  of  our  teachers  secured  a  three  years'  license. 

SCHOOL    HOnSBS. 

The  houses  are  not  very  good,  and  are  poorly  furnished 
— 120  of  them  owned  by  county  and  3  owned  by  private 
individuals.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  board  of  supervisors  ap- 
propriating a  small  amount  to  any  school  district  where  the 
patrons  will  contribute  as  much  as  the  board  will  allow.  I 
think  this  is  the  only  way  the  schools  will  ever  be  supplied 
with  desks,  maps,  blackboards,  etc. 

INSTITUTES. 

There  has  been  but  little  interest  taken  in  the  institute 
work  under  the  present  law.  I  am  highly  in  favor  of  a 
change  in  the  institute  work.     Say  have  a  week's  institute 
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early  in  the  fall,  jnst  before  the  ezaminationet,  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  an  expert  manager.  Charge  each 
teacher  a  fee  of  two  dollars  to  bear  expenses — ^that  is  pay 
the  manager,  incidental  expenses,  etc.;  also  allow  no  teacher 
to  work  in  the  free  schools  who  does  not  attend  these  insti- 
tutes. 

Amount  of  institute  fund  collected |  181  00 

Disbursement,  65  institutes ! 157  50 

Balance  on  hand I     28  50 

TBXT-BOOK  ADOPTION. 

The  teachers  are  highly  pleased  with  a  uniform  series  of 
text-books.  Our  county  adopted  the  following  books,  to- 
wit:  Swinton's  spellers,  Swinton's  primer,  Swinton's  word 
book,  Swinton's  readers,  Swinton's  geography,  introduc- 
tory ;  Swinton's  geography,  grammar  school ;  Sanford's 
arithmetic,  primary  ;  Sanford's  arithmetic,  common  school } 
Sanford's  arithmetic,  higher ;  Bobinson's  intellectual  arith- 
metic, Beed  &  Kellogg's  graded  lessons  in  English,  Beed  & 
Kellogg's  higher  lessons  in  English^  Bonners  composition, 
HanselFs  history,  primary;  HanselFs  History,  higher; 
Steele's  abridged  physiology,  Steele's  popular  physics. 

HIOH   SCHOOLS. 

Names  of  Schools.  Names  of  Principals. 

Tula C.C.Hughes 

DeLay J.  D.  Brown 

liafayette  Springs H.  C.  Scott 

Philadelphia W.  B.  Farrow 

Bay  Springs Alonzo  Souter 

Abbeville K.  Harman 

Free  Springs T.  F.  Samuels 

Lake  View E.  T.  Keeton 

College  Hill M.  Caldwell 

Clear  Creek H.  E.  Whitten 

Orwood John  L.  York 

Paris M.  I.  Bass 

These  twelve  high  schools  are  doing  excellent  work  toward 
advancing  the  educational  interests  of  our  county,  and  the 
prospects  of  increase  are  flattering. 


LAUDBEDALB. 


1.  Two  years  ago 


.    M.    MBBATH,   8UPBRINTINDBNT. 

I  ago  when  I  entered  upon  my  duties  as 
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County  SaperiDtendent,  I  found  the  schools  of  the  county 
in  a  fairly  good  condition,  and  I  am  happy  to  report  that 
they  have  been  steadily  improving  ever  since.  There  is 
manifest  throughout  the  county  a  growing  interest  in  edu- 
cational affairs  generally.  In  many  districts  the  public 
school  term  is  supplemented  by  from  three  to  five  months 
subscription  schools,  in  which  the  attendance  is  generally 
good.  I  notice  a  great  effort  is  being  made  by  parents  to 
keep  their  children  in  school  regularly  during  the  entire 
term. 

2.  At  the  close  of  the  school  year  1889-'90  there  was  a 
deficit  of  about  $1,800.00  which  was  covered  by  an  ad- 
ditional levy  of  one  mill  by  the  board  of  supervisors.  At 
the  close  of  the  school  year  1890-'91  there  was  a  deficit  of 
$1,200.00  for  which  amount  there  was  a  special  levy  made. 

3.  In  no  point  is  progress  more  noticeable  than  in  the 
manifestly  increasing  desire  for  improvement  that  pervades 
the  teaching  body  of  the  county,  and  the  earnest  effort  be- 
ing made  in  that  direction.  A  large  percentage  of  the  teach- 
ers of  the  county  are  catching  something  of  the  true  pro- 
fessional spirit,  and  making  an  honest  and  earnest  study  of 
their  work.  We  have  quite  a  number  of  teachers  in  the 
county  that  are  using  in  professional  improvement  the  pro- 
ceeds of  their  school  work.  These  young  men  and  women 
when  not  employed  in  our  county  schools  as  teachers  will  be 
found  in  some  good  Normal  school  or  college  as  pupils,  and 
bring  back  to  their  work  each  year  a  more  intelligent  ap^ 
preciatioD  of  their  duties  and  responsibilities,  and  a  height- 
ened and  truer  professional  zeal  and  teaching  spirit.  We 
have  some  graduates  of  Normal  and  Training  schools  among 
our  teachers  and  the  number  of  these  is  increasing  every 
year.  A  number  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  are  regular 
readers  of  educational  journals.  I  have  issued  nine  three 
year  cirtificates,  but  only  four  are  teaching  in  this  county. 

4.  There  have  been  somie  good  school  houses  built  in  the 
last  few  years,  but  the  uncertainty  of  getting  the  schools 
located  in  the  same  place  has  greatly  retarded  school-house 
building — about  44  houses  owned  by  the  county.  I  think  it 
would  be  a  good  idea  for  supervisors  to  appropriate  the  sur- 
plus or  part  of  the  same  to  the  purchase  of  school  furni- 
ture, maps,  globes,  etc — by  this  method,  I  think  every  school 
in  the  county  would  soon  be  supplied  with  the  necessary 
appliances. 

5.  I  am  most  decidedly  in  favor  of  annual  county  insti- 
tutes of  one  or  two  weeks,  conducted  by  experts,  to  take 
the  place  of  our  present  monthly  institutes.  These  meet- 
ings have,  without  a  doubt,  been  of  great  benefit,  but  the 
times  demand  a  step   forward — someting   better.     Attend- 
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fince  should  be  made  compalsory  upon  all  the  teachers  of 
the  State — that  is,  the  validity  of  a  certificate  being  made 
dependent  upon  the  holders  attending  some  county  institute 
in  the  Slate,  or  something  to  that  effect.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  would  be  nothing  but  fair  to  all  parties  to  let  the  in- 
stitute week  count  as  one  week  of  the  schools — that  is,  if 
the  institute  be  made  self-supporting. 

Eeceipts  of  Institute  fund,  1880-'90 $  66  60 

Receipts  of  Institute  fund,  1889-'91 82  50 

S148,  00 

EXPENDITURE. 

Managers  of  Institute $  75  00 

Paid  janitor  examination  days 16  00 

Paid  janitor  Institute 4  26 

Stationery 9  60 

Balance  on  hand I  48  25 


$148  00 

6.  I  had  no  trouble  whatever  in  introducing  the  books 
adopted  by  the  adoption  committee  last  year.  We  have 
perfect  uniformity  now  throughout  the  county,  and  the  good 
effects  are  already  apparent  and  generally  conceded.  We 
have  in  use  in  this  county  the  following  text-books : 

Spelling — Harrington . 

Jjanguage  Lessons — Kn ox-Heath,  part  1st  and  2d. 

Grammar — Reed  &  Kellogg,  graded  lessons,  higher  Eng- 
lish. 

Geography^— M.s,\ir J,  primary  and^complete. 

Arithmetic — Robinson,  primary,  intellectual,  rudiments^ 
practical,  intellectual. 

Physiology — Cutters  beginners  and  advanced. 

Philosophy — Steele. 

Headers — ^Barnes. 

Mistory — Chambers  primary,  higher. 

C'tpy  Book — Mississippi  copy  book. 

Composition — Quackenbos,  beginner,  higher. 

7.  We  have  some  excellent  high  schools  in  the  county 
whose  influence  upon  the  educational  affairs  of  the  county 
are  most  salutary.  Pleasant  Hill  High  school  under  prin- 
cipalship  of  Prof.  W.  H.  Stinson.  The  Poplar  Springs  Col- 
lege, Prof.  W.  E.  Johnson,  President,  and  the  Cooper  Nor- 
mal College  and  Training  School  at  Daleville,  Prof.  Tom 
F.  McBeath,  President.  In  one  or  the  other  of  these  schools 
most  of  our  young  teachers  spend  a  portion  of  each  year. 
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LAWEBNCB. 

B.  D.  BISHOP,  SUPS&INTSNDBNT. 

The  majority  of  our  people  are  beginning  to  appreciate 
the  value  and  importance  of  educational  advantages,  and  a 
visible  improvement  has  been  made  in  our  schonls  during 
the  past  two  years.  At  least  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  schools 
of  this  county  have  made  no  progress  whatever.  These 
people  seem  content  to  move  along  in  the  old  grooves,  and 
are  about  stranded  upon  the  sands  of  indifference. 

There  are  now  no  outstanding  warrants  or  claims  of  any 
kind  against  the  school  fund  of  Lawrence  county,  but  the 
amount  available  for  year  1891~'92  is  entirely  to  small  to 
meet  the  expenditures  that  should  be  made  for  teachers'  sal- 
aries, etc. 

We  can  pay  but  very  little  more  than  the  minimum  salary 
next  year.  Our  supervisors  have  failed  to  see  the  wisdom 
of  providing  liberally  for  our  public  schools  during  the  past 
three  years. 

The  teaching  corps  of  this  county  is  advancing  some,  not- 
withstanding the  unfavorable  circumstances  that  surround 
them.  While  there  are  some  teaching  for  what  pecuniary 
remuneration  there  is  in  it,  yet  the  majority  take  an  interest 
in  their  work.     Some  are  very  zealous  in  the  cause. 

Thirty-two  per  cent  of  the  teachers  now  employed  in  the 
county  are  college  or  high  school  graduates.  Twelve  per 
cent,  have  had  professional  training. 

The  new  law  regulating  examinations  has  produced  good 
results.  Almost  all  '^school  keepers^''  all  pets  and  incom- 
petents have  been  relegated  to  the  ^'shades  of  private  life,'' 
and  this  purging  has  given  us  a  working  corps  of  teachers. 
Almost  all  the  teachers  examined  during  the  past  year  have 
shown  marked  improvement  in  their  examinations,  and  I  no* 
tice  great  improvement  in  methods  of  teaching. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  very  few  of  our  teachers  read  edu- 
crtional  papers  and  journals.  I  have  made  an  earnest  effort 
each  year  to  induce  them  to  take  educational  journals,  but 
have  failed  to  impress  them  with  the  importance  of  doing 
so.  They  claim  they  are  too  poorly  paid  to  invest  .in  jour- 
nals. 

Some  improvement  in  school  building  has  been  made  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years,  but  there  is  great  room  for  more. 
Up  to  August,  1889,  there  was  not  a  first-class  school  house 
in  Lawrence  county,  but  now  there  are  six  first-class  school 
buildings,  and  several  more  that  are  comfortable.  The 
county  owns  only  one  school  building.  There  are  no  sepa- 
rate school  districts  in  this  county. 
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A  good  plan  by  which  good  houses  can  be  had  in  every 
district,  would  be  to  enact  a  law  requiring  every  district  to 
build  a  comfortable  house  before  the  school  board  shall  be 
allowed  to  locate  the  district  and  give  them  the  school. 
This  plan  would  not  be  unjust,  as  every  district,  in  this 
county,  at  least,  is  able  to  build  a  comfortable  house. 

Instead  of  allowing  supervisors  to  appropriate  surplus 
school  funds  to  buying  desks,  etc.,  I  would  favor  a  law  re- 
quiring supervisors  to  levy  a  tax  of  one-half  or  one  mill 
each,  same  to  be  prorated  to  the  schools  after  they  had  raised 
an  equal  amount  and  paid  it  in  to  the  secretary  of  the  board 

of  trustees. 

The  law  governing  institutes  has  been  a  failure  in  this 
county.  I  would,  therefore,  favor  a  law  requiring  a  week's 
institute  each  year,  or  for  each  term  ;  same  to  be  conducted 
by  an  expert.  Kequire  all  teachers  to  attend  under  penalty 
of  forfeiture  of  license. 

I  have  received  and  expended  the  following  for  institutes 
during  the  past  two  years : 

Beceived  from  predecessor  November,  1889.$  8  00 

Examination  fees,  1889-'90 20  .00 

Fines,  1889-'90 3  76 

S     81  75 

Paid  institute  manager,  1889-'90,  12  Inst's. .  ^        30  00 

Balance  canned  to  year  1890-91 $       1  75 

Examination  fees,  1890-'91 27  50 

Fines,  1890-'91 1  00 

S  30  25 
Paid  institute  manager,  1890-91, 12  Inst's. . .  30  00 

Balance  to  year  1891-'92 S      0  25 

The  text-book  law  is  giving  general  satisfaction,  and  has 
been  of  much  benefit  to  teachers  and  pupils.  The  following 
books  were  adopted  by  this  county : 

Swinton's  word  primer,  Swinton's  word  book,  Swinton's 
readers,  Swinton's  geography,  (introductory  and  grammar  • 
•school),  Swinton's  language  lessons,  Beed  &  Kellogg's  gram- 
mar(graded  lessons  and  higherBnglish),Bobin son's  arithmetic 
(primary,  written,  intellectual  and  practical)  Chambers'  his- 
tories (primary  and  higher),  Quackenbos'  composition, 
Steele's  14  weeks  in  physiology,  Steele's  14  meeks  in  phi- 
losophy, Spencerian  copy  books. 

We  have  five  graded  schools,  but  three  of  them  are  in  their 
infancy,  and  the  remaining  two  alone  deserve  the  name  high 
school.     These  are  the  Lawrence  County  and  Hebron  High 
E-16 
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Schools.  These  schools  are  doing  much  good  toward  the 
advaDcement  of  educational  interests  in  the  county.  The 
Hebron  high  school  is  a  first  class  school  in  all  of  its  depart- 
ments. It  has  the  finest  and  best  arranged  house  in 
the  county.  It  is  furnished  with  patent  seats  and  all  the 
modern  "helps  or  tools"  necessary  for  a  teacher,  and  its 
corps  of  three  teachers  are  live,  progrebsive  and  aggressive. 
The  young  and  talented  principal,  Prof.  F.  L.  Riley,  is  doing 
a  grand  work  for  the  youths  of  the  county.  I  am  satisfied 
that  this  and  the  Lawrence  County  High  School  have  done 
more  in  the  past  two  years  to  arouse  the  people  on  educa- 
tion than  all  other  causes  combined.  The  influences  going 
out  from  these  schools  are  indeed  beneficial,  and  I  am  cer- 
tain that  other  graded  schools  will  follow  in  the  near 
future. 


LEAKE  COUNTY.       * 

J.    F.   WILLIAMS,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  public  schools  of  this  county,  with  but  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Within  the  past  two  years  the  number  has  been  increased 
from  79  to  87,  and  judging  from  the  larger  attendance  as 
well  as  the  increased  number  of  schools  that  consumed  the 
full  time  allotted  to  them  during  the  scholastic  year  just 
ended,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  public  schools  of  the  county 
are  to-day  exciting  more  interest  and  occupying  a  higher 
plane  of  usefulness  than  at  any  previous  time  in  their  his- 
tory. 

School  finances  are  in  a  highly  satisfactory  condition. 
There  is  a  probable  fund  of  $14,500  for  tlie  scholastic  year  of 
1891-'92,  as  against  one  of  about  $12,000  for  the  scholastic 
year  of  1890-'91.  The  increase  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
county  levy  was  made  without  having  fully  ascertained  the 
amount  of  overplus  from  the  fund  of  1890~'91  and  also  with- 
out any  reference  to  the  additional  $1  poll  tax,  which  in 
this  county  will  aggregate  about  $2,000.  There  is  no  out-  - 
standing  indebtedness  of  any  kind. 

The  corps  of  teachers  is  on  the  up  grade.  Many  of  them 
show  a  professional  zeal  and  a  decided  interest  in  their  work* 
The  examinations  prove  an  increased  knowledge  of  text-books 
and  a  visit  to  the  school  houses  shows  that  many  of  them 
are  adopting  the  improved  methods  of  teaching.  A  few  of 
the  teachers  are  college  graduates  and  a  few  are  graduates  of 
high  schools.     The   number  holding  three-year  licenses  is 
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«ight  or  ten.  A  small  number  bave  bad  professional  train- 
ing, and  a  smaller  number  subscribe  for  a  teacber's  journal. 
In  fact  I  know  of  but  one  or  two.  ^ 

Tbere  are  some  good  scbool  bouses  in  tbe  county,  but 
most  of  tbem  are  cbeap  and  many  oi  tbem  not  comfortable 
in  winter.  A  black-board  and  seats — without  desks — is 
about  the  extent  to  which  any  of  them  are  furnished,  save  a 
ver^'  few,  and  in  sparsely  settled  districts  the  black-board  is 
often  wanting  and  the  seats  are  of  a  decidedly  primitive  pat- 
tern. I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  empower  the  board 
of  su|)ervisors  to  appropriate  a  small  amount  of  the  school 
fund  each  year  to  the  purchase  of  desks,  maps,  etc.,  on  the 
condition  that  the  patrons  of  the  school  so  favored,  con- 
tribute an  equal  amount  to  the  same  purpose.  I  can  think 
of  no  plan  for  obtaining  better  houses  except  a  tax  on  the 
district  in  which  the  house  is  needed.  ' 

The  houses  in  which  the  public  schools  of  this  county  are 
taught  belong  to  the  different  neighborhoods  in  which  they 
iire  located. 

INSTITUTES. 

I  should  not  favor  a  change  from  the  present  plan  of 
several  institutes  to  that  of  only  one  of  a  week's  duration 
I  think  the  institutes  as  we  have  them  are  better  suited  to 
the  teachers'  convenience,  and  if  attended  would  give  equally 
as  good  results.  I  would  have  the  teacher  paid  as  a  means 
of  securing  his  attendance.  A  portion  of  the  school  fund 
that  would  otherwise  be  expended  in  teachers  salaries,  might 
be  set  aside  for  this  purpose,  and  the  plan  would  not  be  more 
expensive  than  the  one  now  in  use,  but  as  I  think  much  more 
effective. 

The  following  is  a  tabulated  statement  of  receipts  and 
disbursements  of  institute  fund  for  the  past  two  years  : 

Db. 

Brought  forward $     88  00 

Examination  fees 109  00 

Total $  147  00 

Cr. 

Paid  institute  managers $     71  50 

Incidental  expenses  of  examinations  and  institutes.         4  60 

Total $     76  10 

Balance  on  hand 70  90 
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Uniformity  in  text-books  has  proven  very  advantageous. 
Below  IS  given  the  series  adopted  for  this  county. 

Reader McGnffey's  Bevised. 

SpeUer HanselFs  Primary,  Eeed's  Word  Lessons. 

Geography. — Monteith's  First  Lessons,  Maury's  Elemen- 
tary, Maury's  Manual. 

Arithmetic^  Written. — Ray's  Higher,  White's  Elementary, 
White's  Complete. 

Arithmetic,  Intellectual — Bobinson's. 

Grammar Holbrook's  Training  Lessons,  Holbrook's  New 

English. 

Composition — Hill's. 

Physiology. — Cutter's  Beginners,  Cutter's  Intermediate,^ 
Cutter's  Comprehensive. 

Natural  Philosophy Steele's  New. 

U.  S.  History. — Eggleston's  First  Book. 

Bggleston's  United  States  and  Its  People. 

Language  Lessons. — Knoz-Heath's,  Part  I,  Part  II. 

There  are  four  high  schools  in  the  county,  one  at  Walnut 
Grove,  "The  Boaten  Normal,"  Prof.  W.  C.  Boaten,  princi- 
pal ;  one  at  Carthage,  Prof.  L.  M.  Cox,  principal ;  one  at 
Edinburg,  Prof.  M,  C.  Hembroff,  principal,  and  one  at  Good 
Hope,  Prof.  N.  F.  Wallace,  principal.  I  had  omitted  to  men- 
tion  the  Mississippi  Central  Normal  at  Walnut  Grove,  now 
in  a  languishing  condition.  All  of  the  other  institutions 
named  receive  a  liberal  patronage  and  serve  as  centers  from 
which  proceeds  a  happy  influence  in  the  interest  of  public 
education. 

Taking  it  all  in  all  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  the 
county,  both  public  and  private,  is  such  as  to  afford  gratifica- 
tion at  the  present  and  inspire  hope  for  the  future. 


LEE. 

F.   H.    MITTS,   SUPERINTENDENT. 


The  present  condition. of  our  school  finances  is  very  good.. 
Warrants  are  promptly  paid,  and  we  had,  at  close  of  last 
scholastic  year,  a  balance  on  hand  of  $1,261.61.  With  this 
amount  brought  forward  to  this  scholastic  year,  I  think  we 
will  have  a  five  months'  term.  There  is  an  indebtedness  of 
$956.00,  incurred  in  1886,  but  a  levy  has  been  made  to 
liquidate  this  debt,  and  after  taxes  have  been  collected  we 
will  be  entirely  out  of  debt,  a  condition  hf  things  we  hav& 
not  had  for  years. 
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teaohino  oobps. 

Teachers  are  unquestionably  improving.  There  is  a  grow- 
ing ambition  among  them  to  excel.  They  are  becoming 
more  zealous  in  school  work,  and  more  concerned  about 
their  methods.  This  is  clearly  shown  both  in  the  school 
room  and  in  the  institute  meetings.  Accessions  to  corps  of 
teachers  are  composed  partly  of  graduates.  A  few  have  had 
professional  training.  There  is  a  decided  improvement 
among  them,  both  in  the  examinations  and  methods  of 
leaching.  Educational  papers  are  taken  and' read  by  many, 
and  I  am  glad  to  report  there  is  a  growing  desire  to  read 
more  on  this  line.  We  have  ten  teachers  holding  three 
years'  and  eighteen  holding  two  years'  licenses. 

SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

There  has  been  some  improvement  here  in  the  last  few 
years;  still,  the  present  condition  is  bad  enough.  At  least 
one-third  of  our  school  houses  are  unfit  for  the  purpose. 
How  to  improve  the  condition  of  school  houses  is  the  great 
•question  now.  We  must  have  better  houses  if  we  would 
see  the  best  results.  I  would  suggest  that  the  next  Legisla- 
ture pass  a  law  authorizing  school  trustees  to  levy  a  tax  for 
this  purpose.  Have  a  board  appointed  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  carefully  canvass  the  county,  and  where  school  houses 
are  improperly  located,  have  them  at  the  proper  places ; 
have  the  boundaries  of  each  district  clearly  defined ;  then 
give  the  trustees  power  to  levy  a  tax  both  on  persons  and 
and  property.  Let  the  patrons  of  each  school  pay  their 
own  taxes.  This  would  force  each  race  to  bear  its  own 
part  of  the  burdens.  The  plan  to  allow  $200  a  year  of  sur- 
plus funds  to  pay  for  desks,  etc.,  on  condition  that  patrons 
contribute  twice  as' much  would  no  doubt  work  well. 

INSTITUTES. 

I  would  favor  a  two  weeks'  institute  in  the  summer,  but 
think  we  should  continue  our  monthly  institutes.  These 
•come  right  along  with  the  teachers'  work  and  much  help  is 
made  available  at  the  very  time  it  is  most  needed.  The 
<50unty  superintendent  is  at  fault  when  these  institutes  are 
not  attended  with  good  results. 

Our  institute  fund  has  been  sufficient  to  meet  all  expenses. 
The  receipts  and  disbursements  for  last  two  years  are  as 
follows : 

Receipts S     85  50 

Disbursed 71  65 

Balance ,$     13  85 
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text-book  adoption. 

This  is  one  of  the  best  acts  of  the  Legislature.  By  it  we 
have  better  organization^  more  system,  and  consequently 
better  work.     The  following  list  of  books  were  adopted : 

SpeUers — ^Watson's  graphic,  complete.  ^ 

Headers — Barnes'. 

Arithmetic — Robinson's  primary,  intellectual,  rudiments, 
practical. 

Geography — Maury's  elementary,  manual  (^Missisippi  edi- 
tion.) 

Grammar — Eeed  and  Kellogg's  graded  lesions,  higher 
course. 

Language  Lessons — Barnes'  complete. 

Composition — Quackenbos'  first  lessons. 

History — Bggleston's  primary,  history  of  United  States. 

Physiology — Cutter's  first  book,  second  book,  comprehen- 
sive. 

Philosophy — Steele's  popular. 

HIOH   SOHOOLS   AND    OOLLBOES. 

We  have  six  of  these,  as  follows :  Saltillo  High  School^ 
J.  M.  Kelly,  principal;  Providence  College,  P.  M.  Aber- 
nathy,  principal ;  Camp  Creek  High  School,  W.  R.  Brooks, 
principal ;  Yerona  Male  and  Female  College,  L.  B.  Abell, 
principal;  Shannon  Male  and  Female  Institute,  G.  T.  How- 
erton,  principal ;  Guntown  Academy,  Miss  Marie  Dalton,. 
principal. 

These  schools  are  of  high  grade,  and  are  doing  excellent 
work.  They  furnish  higher  instruction  for  many  of  our 
lower  grade  teachers,  and  besides  these  teachers,  the  aver- 
age enrollment  of  these  six  schools  was,  during  the  past 
year,  646  pupils. 

Allow  me  to  add  in  this  report  an  appeal  to  the  next  Leg- 
islature to  enact  such  laws  under  the  new  constitution  that 
will  positively  forbid  trustees  from  dividing  the  term. 
This  amendment  to  the  school  law  has  been  very  damaging* 


LINCOLN. 


E.    SMITH,    SUPEBINTENDENT. 


1.  The  condition  of  the  schools  of  this  county  is  very 
good.  They  have  made  rapid  progress  in  the  last  two  years. 
Some  new  buildings  have  been  built.  The  people  seem  to  be 
more  interested  in  educational  matters  than  they  have  in  the 
past.  ^^ 
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2.  The  schools,  financially,  are  in  a  better  condition  now 
than  they  have  been  within  ten  years  past.  At  the  end  of 
the  scholastic  year  of  1887--'88  the  schools  of  the  county 
were  in  debt  about  $10,500  j  now  they  owe  only  abont  $4,000. 
The  indebtedness  of  the  county  is  about  $4,000,  incurred  dur- 
ing the  years  1887-'88  and  1888-'89.  The  board  of  super- 
visors have  made  a  levy  ot  2  mills  on  the  taxable  property 
of  the  county  for  the  purpose  ot  paying  off  all  indebtedness 
against  the  schools. 

3.  The  teachers  of  the  county  are  energetic  and  are  im- 
proving very  much  in  teaching.  About  one-third  of  the 
teachers  are  graduates  of  colleges  or  high  schools.  Very 
few  have  had  professional  training.  They  are  showing  much 
improvement  in  their  examinations  and  methods  of  teaching. 
A  great  mtny  are  reading  educational  papers  or  journals. 
Number  in  the  county  holding  engaged  in  the  public  schools 
of  same  who  hold  three  years  license  is  thirteen. 

4.  The  school  houses  are  very  bad,  very  uncomfortable, 
not  well  furnished  with  blackboards,  desks,  maps,  globes,  etc. 
I  think  your  idea  of  the  Legislature  passing  a  law  empower- 
ing the  board  of  supervisors  to  appropriate  surplus  school 
fund  to  school  furniture,  etc.,  a  good  one. 

5.  I  would  favor  a  change  in  the  law,  in  regard  to  the  in- 
stitutes, from  the  present  form  of  holding  them  to  a  week's 
institute  in  summer  or  early  fall.  I  would  be  in  favor  of 
nuiking  the  attendance  of  all  teachers  in  the  county  compul- 
sory under  a  forfeiture  of  license  for  failure  to  attend  the 
full  time. 

INSTITUTE   FUND. 

Received  of  ex-Superintendent  Jas.  M.  Grafton $       6  00 

Amount  collected  from  applicants  to  teach 100  50 

Total $  106  60 

By  amount  expended  on  Institutes. . .    $     90  00 

Balance  on  hand $     15  60 

6.  The  text-book  law  is  operating  finely.  The  following 
is  a  list  of  books  adopted  for  this  county  :  McGuffey's  re- 
vised speller,  McGuffey's  revised  readers,  Eobinson's  pro- 
gressive arithmetic,  Robinson's  intellectual  arithmetic,  Rob- 
inson's practical  arithmetic.  Harvey's  revised  elementary 
grammar,  Harvey's  revised  English  grammar,  Barnes'  ele- 
mentary Geography,  Barnes'  complete  geography,  Bggle- 
ston's  first  book  in  U.  S.  history,  Eggleston's  history  of  the 
United  States,  Barnes'  brief  course,  Steele's  hygienic  phy- 
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siology,  Steele's  popular  physics,  Robinson's  rudiments  writ' 
ten  arithmetic,  Knox-Heath  language  lessons,  part  I ;  Knox- 
Heath  language  lessons,  part  II. 

7.  There  are  no  colleges  in  the  county  outside  the  corpora- 
tion of  Brookhaven.  The  following  are  the  high  schools  in 
county :  Auburn,  Grange  Hall,  Little  Bahala,  Union  Hall  and 
Scotland,  all  of  which  are  doing  splendid  work  and  adding 
considerably  to  the  educational  interests  of  the  county. 


LOWNDES. 

W.    L   LIPSOOMB,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

In  accordance  with  your  circular  letter,  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  narrative  report : 

1.  The  public  schools  of  Lowndes  county  continue  in  a 
prosperous  condition.  Their  importance  and  value  are  grow- 
ing in  public  estimation.  Neighborhoods  are  clamorous 
for  convenient  school  advantages,  and  much  vigilance  is  re- 
quired by  the  school  board  and  board  of  supervisors  to  keep 
the  number  and  expenses  within  the  limits  of  the  school 
fund.  The  education  of  the  children  of  the  county  is  almost 
entirely  in  charge  of  the  public  schools,  and  the  work  done 
and  results  obtained  will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  any 
other  system  of  education.  A  high  moral  tone  and  a*  good 
educational  standard  have  been  steadily  maintained. 

2.  The  school  fund  has  been  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  ex- 
penditures, and  there  is  no  scBool  debt.  School  warrants 
have  been  paid  in  cash  when  due,  and  wants  of  all  the  schools 
have  received  the  necessary  attention  and  assistance.  If  the 
legislature,  under  the  provisions  of  the  new  constitution, 
will  appropriate  fifty  cents  per  month  or  $2.00  per  term  for 
each  educable  child,  the  same  solvent  financial  condition  may 
be  continued. 

3.  The  teachers  continue  to  manifest  a  commendable  zeal 
and  interest  in  their  work.  Many  of  them  spend  annually  a* 
large  part  of  their  earnings  in  attending  normal  schools, 
chautauquas,  institutes  etc.,  and  desire  to  be  well  prepared  for 
their  work  after  the  latest  and  most  approved  methods.  The 
old  teachers  maintain  their  former  standard,  as  exhibited  by 
their  annual  examinations  ;  the  young  teachers  and  new 
applicants  pass  the  examinations  with  difficulty,  showing 
the  greatest  deficiency  in  arithmetic.  But  few  of  the  new 
teachers  are  graduates  of  colleges.  They  come  mostly  from 
the  public  schools.  Among  those  employed  at  this  time,  13 
hold  three  year  licenses. 
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4.  The  schools  are  all  taught  in  good  houses,  located  as 
to  health  and  accessihility.  Six  white  schools  are  uosnp- 
plied  with^desks,  having  been  built  since  the  appropriation 
was  made  to  supply  the  white  schools  (29  in  number)  with 
school  furniture.  The  board  of  supervisors  are  waiting  the 
accumulation  of  surplus  in  school  fund  to  supply  this  want. 
I  think  the  board  of  supervisors  should  have  power  to  ex- 
pend any  balance  on  hand  to  meet  the  demand  by  new  build- 
ings or  improvements. 

5.  A  change  in  the  present  plan  of  holding  institutes  is 
advisable.  We  recommend  a  session  of  institutes  to  be  held 
during  the  month  of  September  under  experienced  leaders, 
to  be  followed  by  the  annual  examination.  Certificates  of 
iittendance  should  have  a  pecuniary  and  grade  value  in  the 
•examination. 

INSTITUTE   FUND— 1889-'90    AND  1890-'91. 

By  receipts ...    .' $  175  60 

To  expenditures 116  25 

Balance  on  hand $     59  25 

6.  The  books  adopted  by  the  book  committee  have  given 
•entire  satisfaction  and  the  change  was  made  without  cost  or 
friction.  The  committee  selected  wisely  and  made  most  ad- 
vantageous contracts  for  the  county.  The  contracts  are  on 
:filo  in  this  office.  The  Lowndes  county  school  text  book 
committee  adopted  for  use  in  the  public  schools  of  Lowndes 
county,  for  a  period  of  five  years,  beginning  October  6, 1890, 
ihe  following  books : 

Swinton's  word  primer,  Swinton's  word  book  of  spelling, 
Barnes'  readers,  Robinson's  progressive  primary  arithmetic, 
Bobinson's  progressive  intellectual  arithmetic,  Robinson's 
rudiments  of  .written  arithmetic,  Robinson's  progressive 
practical  arithmetic,  Maury's  revised  elementary  geography, 
Maury's  revised  manual  (Miss.  Bd.)  Harvey's  revised  ele- 
mentary grammar  and  composition.  Reed  &  Kellegg's  graded 
lessons  in  English,  Reed  &  Kellogg's  higher  lessons  in  Eng- 
lish, Eggleston's  U.  S.  history,  Steele's  popular  physics, 
Steele's  hygienic  physiology,  Mississippi  copy  books. 

7.  The  Industrial  Institute  and  College  is  located  in 
Oolumbus,  and  is  largely  attended  by  pupils  from  the  city 
and  county.  There  are  three  (8)  public  schools  outside  of 
Oolumbus  that  continue  longer  than  five  (5)  months,  and  teach 
the  higher  branches  of  the  academic  course.  The  effort  is 
being  made  to  establish  these  schools  on  a  permanent  basis. 
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MADISON. 

W.    J.   MHOON,   SUPIBINTINDBNT. 

Comparative  examination  of  the  condition  of  our  public 
schools  shows  satisfactory  advancement  in  every  department 
during  the  last  few  years.  The  schools  have  become  more 
efficient  and  the  general  pnblic  shows  an  interest  never  be* 
fore  felt.  There  is  a  growing  conviction  that  children  can- 
not be  educated  as  well  and  at  so  little  cost  by  any  other 
means  as  can  be  done  in  the  public  schools. 

Condition  of  public  school  finances  shows  how  much  ad- 
vancement has  been  made  in  that  department.  With  a  re- 
duced levy,  a  debt  of  $6,000  has  been  settled,  the  schools 
conducted  on  a  cash  basis,  and  still  we  have  a  surplus  of 
$8,000.  This  debt  was  incurred  the  year  prior  to  my  admin- 
istration, and  was  paid  out  of  teachers  fund  without  special 
legislation. 

The  most  cheering  fact  noted  in  the  improved  condition  of 
the  public  school  system  is  the  greater  efficiency  of  the  teach- 
ing force.  Among  a  large  number  of  the  teachers  there  is  still 
now  manifestly  more  professional  intellect,  greater  desire  for 
self  improvement  and  a  more  eager  purpose  to  master  tho 
best  methods  of  teaching.  These  features,  I  think,  are  the 
result  of  the  good  influence  exerted  by  the  examinations. 

A  goodly  number  attended  normal  schools  at  the  close  of 
last  session  and  express  a  determination  to  return  as  soon  and 
as  often  as  their  time  and  means  will  allow.  All  recognize 
the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  reading  educational  journals^ 
but  claim  they  cannot  afford  to  pay  price  of  subscription 
from  their  small  salary.  Only  six  or  seven  have  three  year 
licenses,  but  general  improvement  is  noted  in  examination 
papers  of  applicants. 

The  whites  are  very  well  provided  with  comfortable  houses^ 
which  belong  almost  exclusively  to  the  county.  The  colored 
children  are  still  being  taught  in  their  churches,  except  in  a 
few  districts  that  have  regular  school  houses,  belonging  to 
the  county.  Seven  or  eight  new  houses  were  built  and  others 
repaired  and  furnished,  two  years  ago,  from  the  fund  distri- 
buted by  the  State  for  that  purpose.  The  plan  suggested  in 
your  circular  letter  would  soon  provide  good  and  well  fur- 
nished houses  in  every  district,  and,  in  my  opinion,  nothing 
would  excite  such  enthusiasm  and  cause  more  rapid  advance- 
ment. Your  suggestion  would  not  only  be  judicious  but  add 
to  the  interest  already  excited.  Teachers  all  admit  the  great 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  well  attended  and  well  conducted 
institutes.  Owing  to  great  distance,  impassable  roads  and 
difficulty  in  procuring  conveyances,  the  attendance  with  ti» 
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has  always  been  small.  The  majority  of  teachers  that  I  havo 
consulted  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  week's  institute,  con- 
ducted in  the  fall  previous  to  opening  of  schools,  would  be 
most  convenient  and  best  attended.  It  is  best,  in  my  opinion, 
to  have  them  at  that  time,  and  to  induce  attendance,  to  allow 
the  same  salary  as  if  teaching  to  those  who  attend,  and  de- 
duct the  same  amount  from  the  firsu  month's  salary  from  those 
who  fail  t>  attend.  Those  in  love  with  their  work  and  de- 
sirous of  improvement  will  attend  without  compensation 
other  than  the  benefit  and  pleasure  to  be  derived.  While 
those  lukewarm  and  indifferent  cannot  be  induced  and  will 
always  be  provided  with  excuses.  But  as  teachers  are  as  a 
rule  so  poorly  paid  for  their  services  the  expense  of  a  week's 
attendance  would  be  quite  an  item,  and  they  should  be  reim- 
bursed in  part  at  least. 

Teachers  are  very  much  pleased  and  express  great  delight 
with  the  books  adopted  by  the  committee  last  fall.  The 
change  of  books  caused  (it  was  claimed  by  a  few  interested 
ones)  some  disatisfaction  at  first,  but  their  introduction  has 
caused  a  revulsion  of  feeling.  An  effort  was  made  by  a 
few  interested  ones  to  annul  the  action  of  the  text-book 
committee,  and  to  have  contract  with  the  publishers  re- 
scinded, but  the  movement  failed,  and  the  introduction  of 
new  books  continued  until  the  schools  were  provided.  The 
law  requiring  uniformity  of  text-books  is  of  recent  date,  and 
like  the  other  late  additions  to  the  school  law  will  prove 
decidedly  beneficial  to  the  public  school  system. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  books  adopted : 

Beed's  word  lessons.  Holmes'  readers,  Maury's  primary 
geography,  Maury's  manual  geography,  Wentworth's  pri- 
mary arithmetic,  Wentworth's  grammar  school  arithmetic, 
Beed  &  Kellogg's  graded  lessons  in  English,  Beed  &  Kellogg's 
higher  lessons  in  English,  Hansell's  school  history,  TJ.  S., 
Hansen's  higher  history,  XJ.  S.,  Hansell's  penmanship  series, 
Hansell's  tracing  books,  Steele's  philosophy,  Steele's  physi- 
ology, Knox-Heath's  lanJB^uage  lessons,  Part  I,  Knox-Heath's 
language  lessons.  Part  II,  Bobinson's  progressive  intellec- 
tual arithmetic. 

The  number  of  high  schools  is  increasing  every  year.  They 
are  causing  quite  a  change  in  the  public  mind  in  regard  to 
our  public  school  system.  The  efficient  work  is  demon- 
strating the  fact  that  in  no  other  way  can  we  receive  an  edu- 
cation so  cheaply  as  in  our  public  schools. 

We  have  seven  or  eight  high  schools  in  our  county,  and 
the  number  of  pupils  attending  our  State  institutions  will 
testify  to  their  good  works.  The  new  books  were  selected 
by  the  text-book  committee  with  the  view  of  having  our 
schools  act  as  feeders  to  our  State  Colleges,  in  other  words, 
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as  a  prepai'atory  department  to  these  instintions.  In  a  few 
years  if  improyement  gontinnes  as  in  the  recent  past,  our 
public  schools  will  answer  all  purposes  for  the  general  pub- 
lic to  obtain  an  education. 

INSTITUTE  FUND. 

Beceipts $  215  00 

Disbursements 64  50 

Balance  on  hand 9  150  50 


MARION. 

F.   F.   RANKIN,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  Educational  interests  in  Marion  county  were  fettered  in 
various  ways  when  I  became  identified  more  closely  with  the 
business  two  years  ago,  some  ways  of  which  I  will  mention. 

(a)  The  county  was  not  districted,  hence  there  were  too 
many  schools  located,  making  a  great  many  of  them  very 
small  and  unprofitable  to  teachers,  yet  under  the  present 
system  of  contracting  (which  is  good)  expensive  to  the 
county. 

(b)  Good,  first  class  teachers  could  not  be  employed  to 
teach  those  small  schools,  thus  throwing  them  into  the  hands 
of  inefficient  teachers. 

2.  The  county  is  in  better  financial  condition  now  than  it 
has  been  for  several  years.  We  will  have  about  $9,000  to 
expend  on  schools  during  the  year  of  1891-'92,  whereas  we 
had  only  a  little  over  $6,000  the  past  year. 

3.  Teachers  are  taking  more  interest  in  their  work  now 
than  has  been  known  here  before.  This  is  good  for  white 
people  only.  We  have  very  few  good  scholars  among  the 
negroes  of  Marion  county,  and  all  accessions  to  their  ranks 
are  worthless.  I  had  one  first  grade  three  years'  man  from 
Hinds  county,  that  is,  examined  there,  who  actually  could 
not  write  a  very  short  letter  correctly.  This,  I  think,  is 
wrong  I  hold  colored  teachers  to  as  strict  examinations 
and  grade  their  papers  as  closely  as  I  do  whites.  Too  many 
come  to  me  from  other  counties  with  license  bearing  "75" 
as  general  average.  I  have  never  met  that  number  in  mak- 
ing averages  myself.  It  is  a  treacherous  number.  White 
accessions  are  better,  nearly  all  being  graduates  from  some 
Institution  or  teachers  of  good  reputation.  Examinations 
are  not  so  difficult  to  oui  teachers  as  they  were  two  or  three 
years   since.     My  teachers  get  up  very  neat  and   methodic 
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manusoripts.  Third  grades  are  gone  from  the  ranks  of  white 
teachers.  Second  grades  are  almost  gone.  I  have  6  teach- 
ers who  hold  three  years  and  4  who  hold  two  years  license. 

4.  No  connty  has  poorer  houses  than  this.  I  think  schools 
should  be  located  for  a  stated  period,  then  people  would  not 
be  so  indolent  about  building  houses.  They  wait  from  time 
to  time  in  some  districts,  wrangling  about  where  the  house 
should  be  built.     This  is  wrong. 

5.  I  suggested  three  years  ago  holding  a  week's  institute 
before  each  term,  and  allow  teachers  half  pay  during  the 
time  they  might  be  in  attendance,  and  am  satisfied  it  would 
be  better  for  all  parties. 

INSTITUTE  FUND — OASH  RBOEIYED. 

1890. 
Applicants $     34  00 

1891. 
Applicants A 31  00 


Total ^ $    66  00 

OASH   PAID  OUT. 
1890. 

Institute  managers $    27  50 

1991. 
Institute  managers 35  00 

Total , .  .$    62  50 

Balance $      2  50 

6.  The  adoption  of  new  books  is  a  success. 

List  of  new  text-books — Swinton's  primer,  Swinton's  word 
book,  Barnes'  readers,  Bobinson's  progressive  primary  arith- 
metic, Bobinson's  progressive  rudiments  (arithmetic),  Bobin- 
son's  progressive  practical  arithmetic, Swinton's  introductory 
geography,  Swinton's  practical  grammar  school  geography, 
Bggleston's  1st  book  in  U.  S.  history,  Eggleston's  TJ.  S. 
people's  history,  Spencerian  copy  book,  Steele's  14  weeks  in 
physiology,  Steele's  14  weeks  in  natural  philosophy,  Bobin- 
son's  intellectual  arithmetic,  Barnes'  language  lessons.  Hill's 
composition,  Beed  &  Kellogg's  graded  lessons  in  English, 
Beed  &  Kellogg's  higher  graded  lessons  in  English. 


MABSHALL. 

S.   W.    MULLTNS,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  The  condition  of  our  schools  for  the  last  two  years 
has  been  good,  and  their  progress  steady  and  permanent. 
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2.  Our  schools  were  operated  five  months  last  scholastic 
year,  all  expenses  paid,  and  a  balance  of  between  $2,600  and 
$3,000  in  the  treasury.  For  scholastic  year  1889-'90,  there 
was  a  deficit  of  between  $1,800  and  $2,000.  For  this  a 
special  levy  of  three-fourths  of  one  mill  was  made  last  Au- 
gust, which  will  pay  it. 

3.  Our  teaching  corps  is  advancing.  They  manifest  pro- 
fessional zeal  and  interest  in  the  work.  The  accessions  to 
corps,  in  the  main,  are  composed  of  graduates  of  high 
schools  and  colleges.  Few  of  accessions  have  had  profes- 
sional training.  Teachers  are  not  showing  marked  im- 
provement in  examinations.  They  are  improving  in  meth- 
ods, and  read  educational  works. 

4.  Majority  of  houses  are  in  bad  condition.  About  ninety 
of  the  school  houses  are  owned  by  the  county.  Make  it  the 
duty  of  the  county  board  of  education  to  throw  out  schools* 
whose  houses  are  reported  in  bad  condition  by  superinten- 
dent, and  we  will  have  better  houses.  I  think  it  would  be 
judicious  for  supervisors  to  appropriate  $200*  of  surplus 
school' fund  to  buying  desks,  maps  and  blackboards,  upon 
plan  of  allowing  half  as  much  as  patrons  of  any  school  dis- 
trict would  contribute,  etc. 

5.  I  favor  a  week's  institute  at  beginning  winter  term, 
and  that  to  constitute  first  week  of  first  scholastic  month, 
teacher  to  forfeit  contract  on  failure  to  attend  without  a 
reasonable  excuse. 

Receipts  of  institute  fund  for  last  two  years $  314  40 

Disbursements  of  institute  fund  for  last  two  years .     149  60 


Balance  of  institute  fund  on  hand  now $  297  40 

6.  The  text-book  adoption  law  has  worked  well.  It  has 
reduced  teaching  force  and  enabled  those  employed  to  do 
more  and  better  work.  Our  books  are :  McGuffey's  revised 
eclectic  speller,  McGuffey's  readers,  Harvey's  elementary 
grammar  and  composition,  Barnes'  elementary  geography, 
Barnes'  complete  geography,  Robinson's  elementary  arith-' 
metic,  Robinson's  rudiments  of  arithmetic,  Robinson's  prac- 
tical arithmetic,  Robinson's  intellectual  arithmetic,  Cham- 
bers' school  history.  Chambers'  TJ.  S.  history,  Steele's  physi- 
ology, Steele's  natural  philosophy,  Hyde's  language  lessons, 
Quackenbos'  composition. 

7.  High  Schools — Presbyterian  Synodical  College,  Miss 
Slacks  principal.  It  is  located  in  Holly  Springs.  Malone 
Female  College,  located  at  Holly  Springs,  Rev.  J. 
W.  Honnoll,  principal ;  Bethlehem  Academy,  located  in 
Holly  Springs,  and  under  the  management  of  Sisters  of 
Charity ;  Waverly  Institute  at  Byhalia,  B.  H.  Randle  prin- 
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cipal ,  Kate  Tucker  Institute  at  Bybalia,  Mrs.  Kate  Tucker, 
priucipal;  Eeid  Institute  at  Potts  Oamp,  Miss  M.  H.  Mul- 
lins,  principal ;  Ml  Pleasant  Academy  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Jno. 
Newhardt,  principal.  All  of^  these  schools  have  an  exten- 
sive patronage  and  are  doing  splendid  work. 


MONTGOMBEY. 

W.    K.    SIMPSON,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

• 

1st.  Condition  of  schools — I  am  very  proud  to  say  that 
the  schools  of  my  county  have  made  rapid  progress  in  the 
last  two  years.  The  people  are  extending  the  terms  and 
supplementing  the  salaries  in  many  districts,  and  are  heartily 
accepting  the  free  schools. 

2d.  Finances — The  school  fund  of  this  county  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  secure  the  best  talent  tor  all  the  schools,  though  I 
have  been  able  to  give  all  the  schools  four  months  and  keep 
out  of  debt.     We  have  no  outstanding  indebtedness. 

3d.  Teaching  corps — The  teaching  corps  is  certainly  mak- 
ing progress ;  some  engage  with  zeal  in  the  business  and 
never  fail  in  giving  satisfaction.  Most  of  the  accessions  to 
the  corps  come  from.the  high  schools  of  this  and  adjoining 
counties.  Several  have  had  professional  training  and  are  up 
on  the  latest  modes  of  teaching,  and  read  up  on  their  busi- 
ness. 

School  Houses — There  are  some  good. school  houses  in  my 
county,  but  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  a  large  portion  of 
them  are  unfinished  and  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  but  the 
people  are  beginning  to  take  more  interest  than  in  former 
years.  I  believe  that  a  light  tax  for  school-house  and  furni- 
ture fund  would  work  much  good  if  well  regulated  by  law 
in  its  application.  The  colored  people  mostly  teach  in  their 
churches,  which  are  nearly  all  mere  barns. 

Institutes — I  think  that  it  would  be  well  to  hold  these  in- 
stitutes in  the  early  fall  and  offer  inducements  to  attend,  one 
T^eek  for  white  and  one  for  colored.  Most  teachers  have 
some  business  to  attend  to  on  Saturdays  and  others  cannot 
get  across  the  country  from  their  boarding  places  without 
very  great  expense  and  exposure  in  the  cold  and  rain  of  win- 
ter, so  that  only  a  few  take  part  and  receive  the  benefits  of 
the  monthly  institutes. 

1890— Cost  of  institutes,  eight  at  $2.60 $     20  00 

1891— Cost  of  institutes,  eight  at  »2.60 20  00 

Janitors  and  porter's  fees,  at  $1.00  each 16  00 

Total $    66  00 

Balance 70  00 
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Text-Books — The  adoption  of  text-books  for  the  schools 
acts  like  a  charm;  it  lessens  labor  and  vexation  in  the  school 
room,  saves  expenses  to  individuals  and  the  counties.  The 
books  adopted  in  my  county  are : 

McQ-uffey's  revised  speller,  McGuffey's  readers,  Monteith's 
elementary  independent  geography,  Monteith's  comprehen- 
sive  geography,  Quackinbos'  first  lessons  in  composition  and 
rhetoric,  Quackinbos'  course  of  composition  and  rhetoric^ 
Steele's  physiology,  Steele's  philosophy,  Keed  &  Kellogg'& 
graded  lessons  in  English,  Eeed  &  Kellogg's  higher  lessou& 
in  English,  Beed's  word  lessons,  Sanford's  primary  arithme- 
tic, Sanfbrd'b  intermediate  arithmetic,  Sanford's  common 
school  arithmetic,  Sanford's  higher  arithmetic,  Hansell's 
school  history  of  United  States,  Hansell's  higher  history  of 
United  States. , 

High  Schools — We  have  three  high  schools  in  our  county, 
outside  of  separate  district  of  Winona,  that  are  doing  good 
work  in  teaching  the  higher  branches  and  extending  their 
terms  to  ten  months ;  they  are  well  attended  and  the  people 
are  zealous  in  their  support.  I  refer  to  the  Duck  Hill 
school,  Prof.  H.  W.  Sanderson,  principal;  Poplar  Creek 
Male  and  Female  Academy,  Dr.  J.  W.  Armstrong,  principal,, 
and  Kilmichael  Normal  School  with  Prof.  W.  N.  Lewis,  prin- 
cipal. 

Superintendent's  Salaries — ^Now  that  the  State  is  going  ta 
run  the  schools  four  months  in  each  year  I  hope  that  the 
Legislature  will  make  the  superintendent  of  education  inde- 
pendent of  the  board  of  supervisors  in  the  matter  of  salary^ 
make  him  attend  to  his  business  and  pay  him  for  it.  A 
superintendent  cannot  attend  to  the  official  business  as  th^e 
law  uow  is  and  make  a  decent  living  for  himself  and  family 
at  some  other  business. 

It  is  not  right  to  require  an  elective  officer  in  a  county  ta 
regulate  the  salary  of  another  officer,  it  causes  unjust  criti- 
cism and  contentions.  Fix  it  by  some  standard  say  the  num- 
ber of  educable  children  in  county. 


NEWTON. 

EUOENE  OARLETON,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

For  the  present  scholastic  year  everything  is  working 
very  favorably  and  shows  much  improvement  and  much 
more  interest  in  schools — many  new  ones,  and  several  to  be 
'  extended  by  private  means. 

2.  Ample  provision  has  been  made  to  pay  all  school  in- 
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debtedness  in  this  county.  No  debt  has  been  contracted 
since  the  scholastic  year  lS88-'89.  The  amount  on  band  and 
to  be  collected  will  pay  reasonable  salaries. 

3.  We  have  about  the  same  teachers  that  we  have  had 
for^ several  years,  yet  a  few  going  out  and  some  coming  in. 
They  seem  to  show  more  disposition  to  manifest  their  inter- 
est, bnt  not  to  such  a  degree  as  should  be,  as  a  class.  Few 
have-  had  any  professional  training.  They  are  improving 
in  their  examinations  and  methods  of  teaching  very  much. 
There  are  seventeen  teachers  holding  three  years'  licenses. 

4.  There  are  twenty-six  houses  owned  by'the  pounty,  bnt 
they  were  built  prior  to  1892.  They  are  not  in  much  condi- 
tion. Good  houses  will  not  be  put  up  so  long  as  a  non- 
responsible  board  is  allowed  to  change  the  districts  to  suit 
the  whims  of  every  dissatisfied  neighborhood.  The  people 
must  be  convinced  that  their  district  is  a  permanent  one.  I 
believe  that  if  the  county  would  distribute  a  proper  sum, 
proportionate  to  that  furnished  by  the  patrons,  that  it  would 
greatly  encourage  the  supplying  of  the  necessary  school  ap- 
paratus and  furniture,  now  so  much  needed,  especially  in 
the  country  schools. 

5.  Institutes  held  for  a  reasonable  time,  under  the  control 
of  experts,  would  no  doubt  be  much  more  effective  and  ben- 
eficial than  the  institutes  are  now  held ;  but  as  to  the  man- 
ner of  making  them  compulsory,  I  have  not  a  satisfactory 
stimulative  to  suggest. 

INSTITUTE  FUND. 

Beceipts. 

Por  1888-'89 S     64  00 

Por  1890-'91 26  00 

To  amount  1891 42  00 


/ 


Total $  131  00 

Disbursements. 

Amount  paid  out  1888-'89 $     66  00 

Amount  paid  out  1890-'91 46  00 

Amount  paid  out  1891 6  00 

Total «  106  00 

Amount  on  hand 26  00 

6.  The  adoption  of  text-books  worked -well  in  this  county. 
While  there  were  some  grumblers,  all  acquiesced  to  make  it  a 
success,  and  those  adopted  gave,  as  a  general  thing,  satisfac- 
tion. 

E-17 
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Books  Adopted — Webster's  independent  speller,  Web- 
ster's complete  speller,  Barnes'  new  natioral  readers,  Eob- 
inson's  progressive  primary  arithmetic,  Eobinson's  progres- 
sive intellectHal  arithmetic,  Robinson's  Eudiments  of  writ- 
ten arithmetic.  Eobinson's  progressive  practical  arithmetic, 
Harvey's  revised  elementary  grammar,  Harvey's  revised 
English  grammar,  Swinton's  introductory  geography,  Swin- 
ton's  elementary  geography,  Swinton's  grammar  school  ge- 
ography, Quackenbos'  first  lessons  in  composition,  Eggle- 
ston's  first  book  in  history,  Eggleston's  U.  S.  history, 
Smith's  primary  physiology  and  hygiene.  Smith's  elemen- 
ry  physiology  and  hygiene,  Steele's  popular  physics. 

7.  There  are  five  high  schools  or  colleges  in  this  county 
authorized  to  issue  diplomas.  They  are  well  equipped  and 
are  all  doing  well  and  more  prosperous  than  heretofore,  aud 
are  performing  splendid  work.  They  are :  Decatur  Col- 
lege, Decatur,  G.  T.  Hamilton,  principal ;  Greenwood  Insti- 
tute, tJnion,  W.  B.  Portis,  principal ,  Centreville  Institute, 
Conehatta,  J,  S.  Scott,  principal;  Newton  High  School, 
Newton,  J.  C.  Fant,  principal ;  Hickory  Institute,  Hickory, 
W.  I.  Thames,  principal.  Each  employs  from  three  to  six 
teachers,  and  nearly  all  are  well  supplied  with  apparatus, 
etc. 

8.  There  is  now  a  more  hopeful  prospect  for  the  public 
schools  than  has  herefofore  been — cash  to  pay  reasonable 
salaries,  districts  laid  out  more  satisfactorily  and  conve- 
niently, the  people  better  satisfied  and  willing  to  be  taxed  to 
are  asonable  extent  to  keep  up  the  system. 


NOXUBEE. 

8.    M.    THOMAS,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  I  think  our  schools  have  made  some  progress  in  the 
two  years  just  passed,  and  they  are  now  in  a  very  good  con- 
dition. 

2.  The  county  iias  been  able  to  cash  all  of  the  school 
warrants  for  the  past  two  years,  and  maintain  the  schools 
nearly  five  months. 

8.  Some  teachers  are  progressing,  and  some,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  do  not  seem  to  care  whether  they  improve  or  not. 
I  think  we  have  some  as  zealous,  fair-working  teachers,  as 
can  be  found  anywhere  in  the  State,  but  some  seem  to  be  per- 
fectly satisfied  if  they  can  drag  through  from  one  pay  day  to 
the  next,  and  take  no  interest  in  any  part  of  their  work,  ex- 
cept in  drawing  their  pay.     A  good   many  of  our  teachers 
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-Are  graduates,  and  several  have  taken  a  special  course  in 
normal  schools.  Some  read  school  literature,  but  I  am  satis- 
fied that  a  great  many  of  them  do  not.  Twenty  of  our 
teachers  hold  three  year  licenses — eighteen  white  and  two 
colored. 

4.  Most  of  our  white  schools  are  taught  in  comfortable 
houses,  but  the  majority  of  them  are  not  so  well  supplied 
with  desks,  blackboards,  etc.,  as  I  would  like  for  them  to 
be.  The  colored  schools  are  nearly  all  taught  in  churches, 
and  while  in  most  cases  the  houses  are  very  good^  they  are 
poorly  supplied  with  blackboards,  desks,  etc.  I  know  of  no 
way  to  build  good  school  houses  all  over  the  county,  except 
by  authorizing  the  board  of  supervisors  to  levy  a  school 
house  tax  and  distribute  it  among  those  districts  that  need 
houses  and  are  willing  to  furnish  twice  as  much  money  as 
the  county.  I  think  that  it  would  be  well  for  the  board  of 
supervisors  to  expend  on  furniture  $200  a  year  if  there 
should  remain  a  surplus,  and  if  the  trustees  were  made  per- 
sonally responsible  for  the  safe  keeping  during  vacation  of  all 
maps,  charts,  globes,  etc.,  purchased.  The  desks  and  black- 
boards are  very  much  needed  and  not  so  easily  destroyed. 

6.  I  would  most  heartily  recommend  a  week's  institute, 
and  would  suggest  that  the  penalty  for  non-attendance  re- 
main the  same  as  it  is  under  the  present  law.  In  the  first 
place,  most  of  our  schools  are  taught  during  the  winter 
months  and  by  young  ladies.  And  in  the  second  place,  the 
schools  of  this  county  are  scattered  over  an  area  of  more 
of  more  than  700  square  miles,  which  renders  it  almost  im- 
possible to  get  a  full  attendance. 

INSTITUTE   FUND. 

Total  receipts $  277  00 

Total  disbursements , . .'. 79  30 

Amount  on  hand  to  balance $  197  70 

I  think  that  the  text  books  adopted  by  this  county  are 
giving  general  satisfaction.  We  have  had  no  trouble  in  in- 
troducing the  books  that  were  adopted.  List  of  adopted 
books : 

Watson's  graphic  spellers,  Watson's  complete  spellers. 
Holmes'  ^ew  readers,  Maury's  elementary  geography,  Mau- 
ry's manual  of  geography,  Bobinson's  rudiments  of  written 
arithmetic,  Eobinson's  progressive  practical  arithmetic,  Bob- 
inson's progressive  primary  arithmetic,  Bobinson's  pro- 
gressive intellectual  arithmetic,  Murche's  child's  grammar, 
Hyde's  lessons  in  English,  book  2,  Beed  &  Kellogg's  higher 
lessons  in  English,  Quackenbos'  first  lessons  in  composition, 
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Jameson's  rhetorical  method  of  composition,  HanselFcr 
school  history  of  the  United  States,  HanselFs  higher  history 
of  the  United  States,  Steele's  physiology,  (hygienic),  Steele'^ 
physics  (popular). 

7.  There  are  only  three  high  schools  in  the  county.  One 
at  Brooksville  and  two  at  Shuqualak.  I  think  that  they  are 
all  doing  good  work  and  are  stimulating  the  citizens  of  their 
respective  towns  to  a  more  active  interest  in  education. 


OKTIBBEHA. 

L.    A.   FORT,   SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  The  progress  of  the  schools  in  this  county  is  hindered 
more,  in  some  districts,  by  the  patrons  than  from  any  other 
source.  They  clamor  for  schools  and  when  located  seem  in- 
different as  to  further  results,  unless  there  be  a  divisioti  in^ 
the  choice  of  teachers.  Much  time  is  wasted  by  these  dis- 
sensions and  divisions — created  by  the  selection  of  teachers, 
and  defeated  parties,  sometimes,  refuse  to  patronize  the 
school.  In  other  localities  harmony  prevails  and  schools  are 
prospering.  Many  of  the  boys  are  forced  to  work  on  farms, 
causing  very  irregular  attendance,  which  greatly  impedes 
advancement  in  education. 

2.  Not  until  this  year  have  the  expenses  for  educational 
purposes  exceeded  the  income.  In  consequence  of  the  de- 
pressed condition — financial — of  this  county,  the  interest  on 
the  Sixteenth  Section  fund  has  not,  as  yet,  been  paid.  When 
secured  said  fund  will  not  only  liquidate  but  exceed  all  in- 
debtedness. 

8.  Advancement  among  the  corps  of  teachers  is  manifest,, 
especially  many  of  the  white  instructors.  They  are  prompt,- 
punctual  and  interested  in  the  work,  seeking  promotion  in 
every  way  attainable.  Some  of  the  teachers  are  graduates 
from  various  colleges,  others  spend  their  vacations  at  some 
normal  institute,  evincing  their  z(  al  in  the  chosen  profession. 
Educational  journals  are  read  and  studied,  hence  improve- 
ments in  methods  of  instruction,  as  well  as  grade  of  exami- 
nation. Several  were  granted,  the  present  year,  certificates 
for  two  years ;  four  only  hold  for  three  years'  licences. 

4.  Only  two  buildings  are  owned  by  the  county,  one  in 
course  of  construction.  Houses  used  for  school  purposes 
are,  generally,  comfortable;  heated  by  stoves,  but  poorly 
lighted.  Our  greatest  need  is  furniture,  very  few  desks,  and 
those  scarcely  worthy  that  name.  Some  plan  should  be  de- 
vised and  executed  by  which  said  houses  could  be  rendered 
suitable  and  properly  equipped.     I  know  of  no  means  more 
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■  ^advisable  than  granting  supervisors  the  privilege  of  allowing 
it  surplus  fund,  half  the  amount  contributed  by  patrons,  pro- 
vided the  patrons  could  be  aroused  to  the  necessity  of  even 
4X  small  donation.  With  my  experience,  the  patrons  portion 
would  be  wofully  wanting.  They  are  willing  to  erect  houses, 
lo  insure  location  of  school,  but  are  not,  as  yet,  awakened  to 
ilie  importance  of  proper,  comfortable  seating  and  other 
necessary  equipments. 
,  5.  A  change  as  to  time  of  holding  institutes,  I  would  earn- 

estly recommend.  Women,  composing  the  greater  number 
-of  our  teachers,  send  in  or  hold  their  monthly  reports  until 
the  roads  and  weather  will  allow  their  coming.  If  they  will 
not  venture  out  for  remuneration  of  services,  you  cannot  ex- 
pect them  to  risk  their  health  in  attending  institutes,  hence, 
it  is  utterly  impossible  to  secure  a  full  attendance  during  the 
winter  months.  In  summer,  several  are  at  some  distance  from 
their  homes  in  quest  of  knowledge.  Therefore,  a  session  of 
^no  or  two  weeks  in  early  fall,  prior  to  stated  examinations, 
with  experts  conducting,  would,  in  my  opinion,  prove  far 
moie  acceptable  and  successful. 

I  neglected  to  keep  a  tabulated  statement  of  disbursements 
•of  the  institute  fund,  so  can  add  only  amount  on  hand  $45.05. 

6.  The  adoption  of  a  uniform  series  of  text-books  has  pro- 
ven satisfactory  to  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons. 

Following  is  a  list  of  books  adopted : 

Spellers — Swinton's  word  primer  and  book  of  spelling, 

Eeaderb — Holmes's  new  readers. 

Geograyhy — ^Maury^s  revised  elementary,  revised  manual 
^(Mississippi  edition),  and  physical. 

Arithmetic — Robinsoft's  progressive  primary,  progressive 
intellectual,  rudiments  of  written,  and  progressive  practical. 

Grammar — Harvey's  revised  elementary,  and  revised  Eng- 
lish. 

Language  Lessons — Knox-Heath  pupils'  edition,  teacher's 
<edition. 

G(ym^osition — Reed  &  Kellogg's  graded  lessons  and  higher 
lessons. 

History — ^Hansell's  school  history  of  the  United  States  and 
liigher  history  of  the  United  States. 

Physiology— SmSxW^  primer  and  elementary. 

Philosophy — Steele's  fourteen  weeks  course. 

Penmanship — Hansell's  copy  books,  eight  numbers. 

{J  7.  High  Schools  and  Colleges. — The  incalculable  benefit 

and  advancement  furnished  by  our  Agricultural  and  Mechan- 
ical College,  located  in  this  county,  is  too  well  known  to 
need  rehearsal  herein.  We  have  one  large,  flourishing 
school  at  Sturges,  another  at  Maben,  which  extend,  after  the 
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pnblic  term,  by  private  snbscriptioD,  to  nine  months'  session.. 
The  principals  of  said  schools  are  capable,  progressive  men, 
and  these  schools  serve  to  advance,  greatly,  educational  in- 
terests. Pnblic  schools  cannot  accomplish  the  rdvi^icement 
desired  and  planned  for,  so  long  as  trustees  are  allowed  to 
select  teachers.  Some  trustees  are  not  competent  to  jndge 
the  qualifications  of  teachers,  yet,  would  prefer  to  give  up 
the  school  rather  than  accept  one  not  th^ir  preference.  They 
seem  to  regard  it  as  a  public  fund,  for  which  they  have  been 
equally  taxed,  and  the  dividend  must  come  to  one  of  their 
number,  whether  or  not  capable.  How  to  be  remedied,  I 
cannot  divine,  but  am  forced  to  confess,  in  some  localities,, 
there  is  no  progression,  educationally. 


PANOLA. 

J.    L.    McGEHEE,   SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  condition  of  our  schools  for  the  past  two  years  has^ 
been  good ;  they  are  not  what  we  would  like  to  have  them^ 
but  are  growing  with  teachers,  pupils  and  people. 

Attendance  has  become  better  and  more  uniform.  On  all 
lines  they  have  made  some  progress,  and  in  many  particu- 
lars the  advancement  has  been  very  satisfactory. 

The  school  finances  of  this  county  are  on  a  solid  basis*. 
Money  enough  to  run  the  county  schools  six  months,  and 
those  of  the  seperate  school  districts  nine  months ;  with  a 
surplus  of  about  $8,000  on  hand,  including  county  fund  and 
separate  district  fund.  The  falling  off  in  balance  of  county 
fund  carried  over,  is  due  to  the  fact,  that  we  received  about 
$2,000  less  this  past  year  from  the  Chickasaw  fund  than  we 
received  the  year  previous.  We  levy  a  8  mill  tax  in  the 
county  and  4  mills  in  the  separate  school  district. 

Our  corps  of  teachers  will  compare  favorably  with  those 
of  any  other  part  of  the  State.  They  are  advancing  in  their 
work,  and  manifest  much  interest,  as  also  a  commendable 
zeal. 

Accessions  are  largely  graduates,  and  a  goodly  number 
have  had  professional  training,  while  others  are  availing^ 
themselves  of  opportunities  on  this  line,  from  time  to  time, 
as  their  financial  ability  justifies. 

Improvement  in  examinations  is  decidedly  manifest  on^ 
the  part  of  the  white  teachers,  while  colored  teachers,  with 
some  exceptions,  show  but  little  advancement.  A  fair  sup- 
ply  of  educational   papers   and  journals   finds   circulation 
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amoDg  them.  ^*  Three  year  licenses''  have  been  issued  to 
^YQ  of  our  leaehers. 

The  condition  of  our  school  houses  is  far  from  what  it 
ought  to  be,  but  the  people  are  waking  up  along  this  line, 
and  manifest  a  willingness  and  disposition  to  make  old 
houses  comfortable  or  build  new  ones.  The  distribution  of 
the  small  fund  apportioned  to  this  county  a  few  years  ago, 
has  had  a  good  effect,  in  that  it  has  aroused  the  people  to 
do  something  themselves — both  in  repairing  or  building, 
and  securing  deeds  to  property.  It  is  difficult  to  say  how 
many  are  owned  by  the  county,  as  the  majority  of  our 
schools  are  taught  in  churches.  It  would  "be  a  judicious  use 
of  the  surplus  school  fund  to  allow  the  board  of  supervisors 
to  appropriate  ($200  or  $300  a  year)  to  buying  desks,  maps, 
etc.,  "on  allowing  half  as  much  as  patrons  would  contribute.'' 

I  favor  a  change  from  present  system  of  Institutes  to  a 
week's  institute  in  the  early  fall ;  requiring  attendance  and 
an  institute  fee  of  $1.50  for  the  time,  allowing  county  super- 
intendent to  select  and  contract  with  manager. 

Received  from  Institute  fund $120  00 

Disbursed  on  account  Institute  fund 90  00 

Balance  on  hand $  80  09 

Text-books  adopted  a  year  ago  are  all  now  used  in  the 
schools.  On  this  line  things  move  along  smoothly,  and 
without  friction.  The  system  is  satisfactory  to  our  school 
interests.  In  my  judgment,  it  ought  to  extend  to  a  State 
system.     Subjoined  is  a  list  of  the  books  we  are  using  : 

Spellers — Swinton's  word  primer  and  word  book. 

Headers — Barnes'. 

Ji^fory.:— Hansen's  school  history   U.   S.,   higher  school 
history  U.  S. 

Arithmetic — Appleton's  No's,  illustrated  ;  Bobinson's  pro- 
gressive   primary,     progressive     intellectual ;     Went- 
worth's  grammar  school. 
'  Grammar — Beed  &  Kellogg's  graded  lessons,   higher  les- 
sons. 

Geography — Maury's  elementary,  manual. 

Language  Lesions — Knox-Heath's  part  1  and  2. 

Copy  Books — Hansen's  copy. 

Physiology — Hutch  i  nson's. 

Philosophy. — Steele's  popular  physics. 

We  have  no  regularly  chartered  or  incorporated  high- 
schools  or  colleges  outside  the  Sardis  separate  school  dis- 
trict, but  we  have  ten  or  a  dozen  schools  that  are  working 
in  the  order  of  high-schools ;  schools  in  which  pupils  have 
advantages   beyond   the    free    school  curriculum — schools. 
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where  oonrses  in  advanced  mathematios,  in  Latin,  French, 
German,  etc.  are  open  to  the  pupil. 


PEARL  RIVER. 


J.   L.    BONNER,   SUPERINTENDENT. 

Condition  and  Progress  of  Schools  for  last  two  years. 
— Schools  jnst  organized  the  past  year. 

School  Finances. — There  are  about  $1,000.00  in  treasury, 
and  no  indebtedness. 

Teaching  Corps. — Three  teachers  hold  three  years  certifi- 
cates and  are  graduates.  One  has  received  professional  train- 
ing. 

School  Houses. — Log  pens  covered  with  boards  for  sum- 
mer use  only  are  used  in  most  places.  There  are  three  pri- 
vate school-houses  in  the  county.  Those  are  either  given 
or  rented  for  public  use. 

^The  only  feasible  plan  for  obtaining  good  school-houses  in 
this  county,  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  special  tax  levied  for  that 
purpose,  as  for  bridges,  court-houses,  jails,  etc.  I  cannot 
believe  that  it  would  be  prudent  or  judicious  to  interfere 
with  the  regular  school  fund  for  that  purpose.  The  surplus 
that  may  exist  in  any  county  at  the  end  of  the  scholastic 
year  should  be  applied  to  the  next  year's  fands  to  secure 
better  results.  The  fact  that  a  surplus  exists  at  the  end  of 
a  year  does  not  prove  that  the  county  had  collected  more 
money  than  was  necessary  for  school  purposes,  but  rather 
the  very  reverse.  In  this  county  there  would  not  be  any 
surplus  scarcely  if  I  could  have  secured  a  few  more  teachers. 

The  first  thing  necessary  for  the  complete  success  of  our 
present  school  law,  is  a  comfortable  house  well  furnished  in 
every  school  district,  and  the  next  thing  necessary  is  better 
salaries  to  secure  more  competent  teachers. 

Institutes Give  us  more  competent  teachers   and  then 

better  pay,  then  all  objection  to  our  present  monthly  teach- 
ers-institutes will  disappear.  I  do  not  favor  any  other 
change ;  but  I  do  favor  a  convention  of  teachers  to  be  held 
once  a  year  in  several  parts  of  the  State.  Say  we  divide 
the  State  into  five  or  more  school  districts,  and  compel  every 
teacher  to  attend  ten  days.  Place  this  district  convention 
under  the  management  of  experts  appointed  by  the  State 
Board  of  Education.  Let  one-half  of  each  day  during  the 
month  be  devoted  to  methods  of  teaching  and  school  man- 
agement and  the  other  halt  to  the  examination  of  teachers 
on  one  subject;  thus  in  ten  days  a  teacher  could  get  through 
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und  go  home.  Teachers  should  be  allowed  pay  for  ten  days 
only  and  none  admitted  on  the  pay-roll  except  bona  fide 
professional  teachers.  A  certificate  of  proficiency  issued 
by  the  manager  should  entitle  the  holder  to  teach  anywhere 
in  the  State,  and  county  superintendents  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  issue  certificates  only  in  cases  of  'emergency  and 
then  under  special  restrictions. 

I  have  received  for  institute  fund $15  50 

Paid  out : 11  25 

Balance  on  hand  this  28th  day  of  Nov.,  1891 $  4  25 

Text-Book. — The  law  on  text-books  is  excellent  and  its 
benefits  are  just  beginning  to  be  felt.  Our  county  has 
itdopted  :  Harvey's  primary  spellers.  Beed's  word-lessons, 
Barnes'  new  national  readers,  Swinton's  geographies,  Egle- 
•fiton's  histories,  Be^d  &  Kellogg's  grammars.  Cutter's  physi- 
ologies,  Steele's  physics,  and  Sponcerian  copy-books. 

High  Schools  and  Colleges. — We  have  two  schools  where 
pupils  are  taught  beyond  the  course  prescribed  by  law  for 
public  schools.  There  is  no  prospect  for  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  such  schools  in  the  near  future.  We  strain  some 
to  call  these  high- schools. 


PBBBY. 

B.    VEBOUSON,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  school  finances  of  this  county  are  in  good  condition. 
T?he  expenses  of  the  past  two  years  have  been  paid  fully, 
and  a  surplus  of  between  three  and  four  hundred  dollars  to 
be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  present  year. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1890  there  was  an  indebted- 
ness of  about  $1,800,  which  was  paid  by  a  special  levy  of 
i  mill,  and  merging  a  surplus  of  the  general  county  and 
pauper  fund  into  the  common  school  fund.  From  the  best 
information  obtainable  this  indebtedness  accrued  during  the 
^he  year  1888-'89. 

The  teaching  corps  of  this  county,  in  my  judgment,  is  very 
:good,  and  as  a  general  thing  are  very  zealous  in  the  work. 
We  have  quite  number  of  teachers  who  are  now  holding  first 
^rade  licenses  for  two  years,  that  began  as !  second  grade 
teachers  a  few  years  ago.  I  find,  however,  that  the  greatest 
hindrance  to  educational  progress  is  the  lack  of  complete 
consecration  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  to  their  profession. 
A  great  many  intelligent,  well  educated  young  men  engage 
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in  teaching  only  to  make  money  to  prepare  themselves  to 
enter  the  other  professions.  The  majority  of  accessions  ta 
teaching  corps  are  graduates  from  high  schools.  Yery  few 
have  had  professional  training.  In  examinations  and  methods 
of  teaching  there  is  a  marked  degree  of  improvement.  A 
majority  read  educational  papers.  There  is  only  one  teacher 
in  the  county  holding  a  three  years  license. 

The  majority  of  the  school  houses  are  in  very  bad  condition^ 
in  fact  a  considerable  number  are  not  fit  for  atiything,  stand- 
ing solitary  and  alone  in  the  deep  pine  forest,  they  serve  only 
as  a  meeting  place  for  the  scholars  and  teachers  once  a  day.  I 
think  a  good  plan  to  secure  comfortable  school  houses  would 
be  for  the  legislature  to  empower  and  authorize  the  board 
of  supervisors  of  the  several  counties  to  build  at  least  three 
good  and  comfortable  school  houses  in  each  supervisor's 
district  during  each  year,  provided  said  houses  would  not 
cost  more  than  $200.00  each.  And  further,  that  the  pa- 
trons in  the  district  where  the  house  was  to  be  built,  would 
furnish  half  the  expense  and  make  the  county  a  deed  to  the 
lot  on  which  the  house  was  to  be  built ;  and  further,  to  author 
rise  the  board  of  supervisors  to  appropriate  any  surplus 
which  mfght  accrue  from  the  school  fund  to  furnishing  said 
houses  with  blackboards,  globes,  etc. 

I  would  favor  a  change  in  the  law  as  applies  to  hold- 
ing institutes,  and  instead  of  having  monthly  institutes,, 
as  at  present,  have  h  week's  institute  just  before  the 
beginning  of  each  examination,  under  an  expert  manager.. 
And  let  the  superintendent*  see  that  each  teacher  attended 
said  institute;  or  let  it  be  a  bar  to  examination  in  case 
of  failure  to  attend. 

INSTITUTE  FUND. 

Eeceived  of  H.  J.  Harris. .' $  15  00 

Eeceived  1890 10  00 

Eeceived  1891 10  00 

Total $  86  00 

Disbursements $  22  50 

Text  books  adopted  :  McGuffey's  revised  spellers,  Mc- 
Guffey's  readers,  Bobinson's  progressive  primary  arithme- 
tic, Robinson's  progressive  rudiments  of  arithmetic,  Robin- 
son's progressive  practical  arithmetic,  Harvey'  elementary 
grammar,  Harvey's  revised  practical  grammar,  Swinton's 
introductory  geography;  Swinton's  grammar  school  geog- 
raphy, Quackenbos'  first  lessons  in  composition,  Quacken- 
bos'  composition  and  rhetoric,  Bggleston's  history  of  U.  S, 
and  people,  Steele's   fourteen  weeks  in  physiology,  Steele's 
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fpurteen  weeks  in  philosophy,  Eobioson's  intellectual  arith- 
metic, Bggleston's  first  book  in  U.  S.  History^  Barnes' 
language  lessons. 

The  text  book  law  is  giving  general  satisfaction  in  this 
county,  and  I  think  it  works  great  good  to  the  educational 
interests  of  the  state. 


PIKE. 

JOHN   S.   LAMKIN,   SUPERINTENDENT. 

1st.  Condition  and   Progress  of   Schools  During  last  two 

Years I  have  personal  knowledge  of  the  schools  for  but 

one  year,  their  condition  during  the  previous  year  is  a  vast 
unwrUten  history,  more  pregnant  with  facts,  I  imagine,  than 
anything  I  find  on  record.  I  did  not  consider  the  schools 
generally  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Teachers  of  meagre 
attainments  held  respectable  grades,  while  fairly  good  teach- 
ers were  left  out.  I  held  an  examination  and  remedied  this 
state  of  things  parti ally^  while  a  second  examination  nearly 
set  the  county  in  good  condition  in  this  respect.  Second 
grades  wore  reduced  to  trials,  first  to  seconds,  and  thirds  re- 
jected. Of  fourteen  applicants  for  first  grade  one  was 
licensed,  and  others  in  proportion.  A  few  of  known  execu- 
tive ability  and  learning  were  restored.  One  college  presi- 
dent (colored)  was  reduced  to  second  grade.  Good  teachers 
who  had  lett  the  county  are  returning,  and  are  taking 
schools  in  and  on  the  borders.  Collegiates  from  many  dif- 
ferent schools  have  been  welcomed  to  the  county.  All  but 
those  who  cling  to  a  former  dynasty  are  taking  quite  an  in- 
terest in  the  institutes.  Although  "a  new  king  has  risen  who 
knew  not  Joseph,"  yet  I  believe  matters  will  be  straightened 
out,  and  the  outlook  is  hopeful. 

School    Finances One  year  ago  there  was  a  large  deficit 

in  the  school  fund  of  the  county.  My  predecessor  had  taken 
measures  to  rectify  that  by  reducing  salaries  ruinously  (to 
the  teachers)  low.  Some  teachers  declined  to  accept  the  re- 
duction ;  consequence,  an  exodus.  The  supervisors  raised 
a  deficit  fund  under  the  law  of  1890,  of  some  $4,000,  which 
cleared  off  the  debts,  and  left  a  balance  of  some  $2,500  to  be 
carried  over.  (See  annual  report.)  This  financial  depres- 
sion began,  I  believe,  in  1888,  and  ran  through  1889-'90,  but 
in  1891,  my  first  year  in  office,  by  an  economical  and  dis- 
criminative administration,  I  pulled  the  little  bark  safely 
through  the  shoals,  and  it  now  rides  safely  at  anchor  in  the 
still  waters.     The  financial  troubles  were  occasioned,  I  un- 
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« 
derstaad,  by  an  almost  indiscrimiDate  licensing  of  applicants 
and  paying  them  according  to  the  grade  they  received. 

a 

3.  Teaching  Corps— Appreciably  advancing,  not  as  to  the 
grades  they  have  held,  but  in  understanding  of  the  text. 
Teachers  who  had  taught  under  first  grade  licenses  attended 
my  spring  examination  and  failed ;  and  were  awarded  second 
grades.  They  were  furious,  but  tfiat  did  not  count.  They 
again  attended  the  October  examination  and  made  first  grade 
licenses.  Generally  they  manifest  professional  zeal  and  ap- 
pear interested  in  their  work.  Most  of  the  accessions  to  the 
corps  this  session  are  graduates  of  colleges  and  high 
schools  or  undergraduates.  Some  even  insisting  that  their 
diplomas  sho];ild  substitute  the  inevitable  superintendent's 
certificate.  Nearly  all  took  two  years'  certificates.  Some 
have  had  professional  training.  One  came  at  me  with  a 
diploma  from  Lexington.  He  is  a  fine  teacher.  Improve- 
ments (as  I  estimate  them)  are  manifest  in  examinations  and 
methods  of  teaching.  Some  have  introduced  the  word 
method,  parallel  with  old  methods,  and  have  demonstrated 
the  superiority  of  the  former.  They  are  not  much  addicted 
to  educational  papers  and  journals.  Fifteen  three  years'  cer- 
tificates have  been  issued  in  the  county  ;  three  of  them  are, 
however,  not  now  teaching  here. 

4.  School  Houses. — White  school  houses  generally  are 
new  and  comfortable ;  none  owned  by  the  county;  some  are 
on  the  public  domain ;  some  owned  by  trustees  and  their 
successors  for  use  of  the  schools,  but  most  of  them  are 
located  on  the  lands  of  individuals.  Colored  school  houses 
generally  uncomfortable;  ownership  as  above;  two  or  three 
good  ones.  I  believe  it  would  be  practicable  to  require  su- 
pervisors io  appropriate  $1,200  out  of  surplus,  if  so  much 
remain  after  close  of  scholastic  year  (say  $800  to  houses  and 
$400  for  desks,  charts,  etc.),  on  the  basis  that  individuals 
shall  raise  same  amount,  of  course  distributed  proportion- 
ately; or,  that  one  district  each  year.be  taken  up  by  lot  and 
continue  through. 

6.  Institutes, — Would  much  prefer  the  week's  institute,  in 
vacation  of  schools,  conditioned  that  teachers  who  do  not 
attend  same  when  in  the  State,  will  not  be  eligible  to  teach. 
Examination  days  during  institute.  Superintendent  to  issue 
license  on  recommendation  of  expert  as  to  grade  and  qualifi- 
cation. Expert  to  be  paid  (say)  $60,  to  be  previously  bonded 
and  sworn.  Impossible  to  give  tabulated  statement  of  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements  of  institute  fund  for  past  two  years. 
No  record  of  that  left.  My  own  record  for  1891  is  as  fol- 
lows : 
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Beceipts $     72  OQ 

Disbursements 22  00 

Balance $     60  00 

These  items,  except  the  leaders,  I  am  aware  are  not 
strictly  legal,  but  tbey  are  legitimate,  and  sine  qua  nan.  I 
think  some  of  the  fund  is  also  in  the  hands  of  my  predeces- 
sor. 

6.  Text-book  adoption — ^Law  operating  fairly  well.  Com- 
mittee made  a  mistake.     Books  adopted  : 

Readers — McGuffey's  revised. 

Speller — ^Hansell's. 

Written  Arithmetic — Nicholson's. 

Mental  Arithmetic — Bobinson's. 

Geography — Barn  es's. 

Physiology — Steele's. 

Natural  Philosophy — Steele's. 

History — Chambers's. 

Composition — Knox-Heath's  language  lessons. 

Grammar — ^Beed  &  Kellogg. 

7.  High  Schools  and  Colleges. — Five  in  number;  all  doing 
excellent  educational  work ;  prospects  of  increase  hopeful. 
As  to  other  matters,  I  have  opened  all  the  schools  I  could 
for  this  term.  My  teachers  are  home-made,  as  I  have  de- 
clined to  eiidorse.  licenses.  Consequence — a  little  short  of 
best  material — but  it  will  have  a  good  effect  on  my  teachers, 
besides  I  have  been  imposed  on  by  non-residents'  licenses. 


PONTOTOC. 

D.  0.  M.  BIGHAM,  SX7PEBINTENDEKT. 

The  schools  of  Pontotoc  county  have  done  some  splendid 
work  during  the  last  two  years.  So  far  as  present  current 
expenses  are  concerned  our  county  is  financially  in  good  con- 
dition. Every  school  warrant  has  been  cashed  during  the 
last  scholastic  year;  and  we  have  a  balai^ce  of  about  $2,500 
to  be  carried  to  the  next  year.  Our  supervisors  have  levied 
2i  mills  for  schools,  with  which  and  with  the  balance  and 
what  we  get  from  other  sources,  we  expect  to  have  five 
months  fi^ee  school  this  year,  and  have  all  warrants  cashed. 
This  has  been  effected  by  faithfully  executing  our  school  laws 
in  every  particular.  We  first  endeavor  to  have  an  honest 
examination,  making  merit  alone  the  test  of  scholarship.  I 
then  have  a  systematic  method  of  making  contracts,  which 
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after  fixing  salaries  according  to  grade  and  executive  ability^ 
will  always  pay  teachers  according  to  size  of  school. 

Our  supervisors  levied  2}  mills  last  year  which  paid  off 
about  $3,000  worth  of  old  school  warrants.  They  have  levied 
2}  mills  again  this  year,  which  will  pay  off  about  $3,000  more 
old  warrants.  We  still  have  a  djbt  incurred  during  the 
scholastic  year  of  1889-'90.  which  amounts  to  something 
more  than  $2,000.  A  part  of  this  is  in  claim?,  on  which  the 
act  of  February  22,  1890,  forbids  my  issuing  pay  certificales. 
Most  of  these  claims  are  for  work  done  on  contracts  |made 
prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act.  I  think  the  law  referred  to 
is  one  of  our  best  school  laws,  because  it  will  prevent  county 
superintendents  from  incurring  debts,  which  has  been  a  great 
drawback.  Still  its  effect  has  been  to  leave  Pontotoc  county 
with  a  debt  of  more  than  $2,000  incurred  during  the  scholastic 
year  of  I889-'90,  without  any  provision  for  paying  said  debt. 
Our  supervisors  do  not  believe  the  law  authorizes  them  to 
make  special  levy  for  that  year.  Section  1 1  which  authorizes 
them  to  make  special  levy  says  :  ^'  In  counties  where  there 
is  at  present  a  deficit  on  account  of  the  issuance  of  school 
warrants,  etc.''  But  at  that  time  there  was  not  a  deficit  on 
account  of  issued  warrants.  This  is  the  view  they  take  of 
it,  and  I  see  no  way  out  of  the  difficulty  except  through 
special  legislation. 

Our  teachers  are  making  substantial  progress.  We  have 
some  fine,  earnest  teachers.  Have  had  some  good  material 
added  to  the  teachers  of  our  county.  Only  a  small  number 
of  our  teachers  have  had  professional  training.  Some  have 
improved  in  examination  and  methods.  There  are  twelve 
who  hold  three  years'  licenses. 

We  have  a  great  many  poor  school  houses.  We  have  had 
six  new  houses  built  during  the  last  two  years.  One  cost 
about  $3,000.  I  think  all  our  school  houses  are  public  prop- 
erty, but  they  are  not  owned  by  the  county. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  get  regular  attendance  at  institutes. 
Bad  weather,  bad  roads,  etc.,  are  great  hindrances.  If  w^ 
could  have  a  summer  institute  of  five  days,  with  an  expert 
manager,  and  make  a  certificate  of  attendance  a  prerequisite 
to  contracts  to  teach,  I  think,  it  would  be  much  better. 

Total  receipts $  84  50 

Expenses 66  00 

Cash  on  hand $  29  60 

The  law  providing  for  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  series  of 
textrbooks  was  certainly  one  of  our  best  school  laws.  Before 
this,  Pontotoc  county  had  no  uniformity,  and  consequently 
much  valuable  time  was  lost  for  want  of  classification.    It 
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did  not  cost  our  people  much  to  make  the  exchange.  We 
got  even  exchange  on  spellers,  readers,  geographies,  arith- 
metics, grammars  and  special  low  rates  on  other  hooks. 
Books  adopted  as  follows,  viz :  Watson's  spellers,  Barnes' 
readers,  eclectic  primary  geography,  eclectic  complete  geog- 
raphy, Eohinson's  primary  mental  .arithmetic,  Eobinson's 
intellectual  arithmetic,  Eobinson's  rudiments  of  arithmetic, 
Eobinson's  practical  arithmetic,  Eeed  and  Kellogg's  graded 
lessons,  Eeed  and  Kellogg's  Higher  English,  Harvey's  re- 
vised English  Grammar,  Hanselk's  primary  history,  Hansell's 
higher  history,  Sharpless  and  Phillips'  natural  philosophy. 
Hart's  first  lessons  in  composition.  Hart's  compositioki  and 
rhetoric. 

We  have  ten  high  schools  and  colleges  which  are  doing 
very  fine  work.  Perhaps  nearly  one-third  of  the  studeifts 
of  our  county  attend  some  one  of  these  schools  where  they 
receive  inspiration  for  deeper  and  broader  culture  which  is 
so  essentiai  to  all  true  education.  I  would  like  to  make 
special  mention  of  each  of  these  schools,  for  which  Pontotoc 
county  is^  noted,  but  I  have  already  exceeded  theiipace  which 
you  have  assigned  to  this  report. 


EANKIN.  . 

V 

E.   JACK,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  In  this  my  biennial  report,  I  am  jdeased  to  be  able  to 
say,  that  the  schools  in  this  county,  are  in  as  satisfactory 
condition  as  could  be  expected.  Beasonable  progress  hav- 
ing been  made  during  the  last  two  years. 

2.  A  reference  to  my  statistical  report  will  show  that  there 
is  no  indebtedness,  but  a  small  balance  in  the  school  treas- 
ury. Some  things  indicate  an  advancement,  wliilst  others 
point  to  a  stand-still.  I  think  I  can  discern^  in  all  parts  of 
the  county,  a  desire  to  improve  the  efficiency  of  our  school 
system,  except  with  the  board  of  supervisors.  The  large 
majority  of  teachers  appear  to  take  interest  in  their  work, 
and  are  trying  to  improve  their  scholarships. 

3.  The  white  ladies  who  are  not  graduates,  are  the  excep- 
tion. Very  few  of  my  male  teachers  are  graduates,  except 
the  principals  of  the  high  schools,  whose  salaries  are  supple- 
mented by  stipulated  sums  outside  of  free  school  pay.  Male 
graduates  of  colleges  can  find  more  remunerative  employ- 
ment than  teaching  the  free  schools. 

Several  of  my  teachers  have  had  advantages  more  or  less 
of  normal  training.     A   few   hold   diplomas   from   normal 
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schools.  These  give  willingly  Informatioii  as  to  best  mode» 
-of  teaching.  Some  few  take  and  read  educational  journals^ 
others  say  they  would  like  to  do  so. 

I  have  twenty-five  teachers,  actually  teaching,  who   hold 
three-year  certificates,  five  males  and  twenty  females. 

4.  As  to  the  condition  of  scnool  houses,  I  am  sorry  to  say 
we  have  only  a  few  that  would  induce  a  traveling  amateur 
artist  to  stop  and  sketch  the  same,  as  a  souv^enir  to  friends  at 
home.  A  few  of  them  have  been  photographed  by  passing- 
artists,  but  I  suppose  their  object  was  to  have  the  teacher 
and  pupils  arrange  themselves  in  front,  and  take  their  photos,, 
and  then  sell  each  a  cop^ .  But  I  must  confess,  the  school 
houses  look  better  when  pictured  than  when  viewed  as  they 
stand.  We  have  eighteen  or  twenty  school  houses  in  the 
county  well  built  and  kept  in  good  repair;  but  the  rest  are 
miserable  make-shifts.  Six  school  houses  in  the  county  are 
located  on  lots  reserved  from  sale  when  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tions were  disposed  of.  The  titles  to  some  few  ate  made  to- 
the  president  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  his  successors 
in  office.  The  titles  of  the  balance  are  generally  made  to- 
the  trustees  of  some  church,  and  trustees  of  the  free  school^ 
and  their  successors,  etc.  I  can  suggest  no  better  plan  for 
obtaining  good  school  houses  than  to  require  the  board  of 
supervisors  to  appropriate  one-half  as  much  as  is  raised  by 
the  neighborhood — county  appropriation  not  to  exceed 
$200  to  a  school  house.  The  same  suggestion  I  would  more 
heartily  approve,  on  a  smaller  scale  in  reference  to  black- 
boards, desks,  etc. 

Institutes. — ^I  think  a  change  from  the  present  mode  of 
holding  institutes,  to  a  week's  institute,  or  normal  school^ 
held  just  before  the  winter  term,  to  be  held  by  the  examin- 
ers, would  be  a  great  improvement  on  the  present  mode. 
Let  the  last  two  days  be  examination  days.  Let  the  examin- 
ers and  tcfichers  be  paid,  at  least  enough  to  meet  their 
board  bill.  I  think  by  this  plan  the  examiners  could  de- 
termine with  more  certainty  the  grade  the  teachers  were 
entitled  to,  and  the  teachers  being  better  satisfied,  would 
try  to  improve  their  time.  Now  after  riding  10  or  12  miles 
to  reach  an  institute,  they  are  tired,  and  in  no  frame  of  mind 
to  give  attention  to  institute  work,  but  desire,  it  may  be 
made  as  short  as  possible,  that  they  may  return  home.  In- 
deed my  opinion  is  the  teachers  now  look  upon  attendance 
on  institutes  as  a  punishment.  I  am  not  prepared  to  give 
tabulated  statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  insti- 
tute fund.  The  law  says  the  fund  collected  for  examination 
fees  shall  be  held  by  the  superintendent  to  defray  expenses 
of  institutes,  and  prescribes  how  many  institutes  shall  be 
held.    I  have  held  the  institutes  and  paid  the  managers.     I 
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liave  kept  no  account  or  receipts,  but  I  suppose  with  what 
has  been  paid  the  managers,  my  expenses,  for  horse  and 
buggy,  and  pay  each  year  for  a  boy,  to  wait  on  the  teachers 
during  the  examinations  deducted  there  may  be  $50  left. 

Text-Books  adopted There  was  considerable  opposition 

to  the  books  that  were  adopted,  by  interested  parties,  but  I 
am  glad  to  say  the  opposition  is  nearly  over.  I  am 
thoroughly  convinced  a  teacher  can  give  better  instruction 
with  a  uniform  series  of  text-books  to  one-third  more  pupils 
than  he  can  without  uniformity. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  adopted  books :  Eeed's 
word  book,  Holmes'  readers,  Maury's  elementary  geography, 
Maury's  manual  geography,  Eeed  &  Kellogg's  grammar, 
Eeed  &  Kellogg's  higher  grammar,  Chamber's  history  of 
"United  States,  Chamber's  higher  history  of  United  Stales, 
Cutter's  phsiology  (intermediate),  Eobinson's  series  of  arith- 
metics and  Steele's  philosophy  were  adopted,  but  publishers 
refused  to  contract. 

We  have  six  high  schools  in  the  county,  outside  of  Brandon 
separate  district,  that  require  from  one  to  three  assistants^ 
and  run  their  sessions  for  nine  months.  They  all  have  ac- 
complished scholars  for  principals,  and  are  paying  good 
salaries.  Other  neighborhoods  are  agitating  the  question, 
** Why  can't  we  do  so  too  ?" 


SCOTT. 

8.    H.    KIRKLAND^    SUPERINTENDENT. 

There  Jaas  been  a  very  gratifying  improvement  in  the  con- 
dition and  progress  of  the  school  during  the  past  two  years. 
Many  communities  heretofore  indifferent  are  now  manifest- 
ing a  keen  interest  in  the  cause  of  education.  The  increased 
average  attendance  of  all  the  schools  shows  that  the  im- 
provement is  co-extensive  with  the  limits  of  the  county. 

2.  School  Finances. — The  school  fund  has  been  in  debt 
for  years.  The  surplus  of  each  scholastic  year  has  been 
applied  to  the  payment  of  this  debt ;  a  special  levy  of  two 
mills  was  collected  and  paid  on  it  this  year,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance of  $2,607.81  which  was  paid  from  the  surplus  of  last 
scholastic  year.     We  are  now  on-  "solid  ground," 

3.  Teaching  Corps — Marked  improvement  evidenced  by 
their  zeal  and  interest  in  the  work,  reading  educational 
journals,  higher  per  cent,  in  examinations  and  a  general  ad- 
vance all  along  the  lines ;  most  of  accessions  are  graduates 
and  under-graduates  from  colleges  and  high  schools.     Some 

»-18 
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have  had   professional  training.     Five    are   holding  three 
years  licenses. 

4.  School  Houses. — Condition  much  improved,  larger, 
better  ventilated  and  better  furnished.  Seventy  are  owned 
by  the  county.  Agitation  and  presentation'  of  the  matter  in 
a  proper  manner  by  county  superintendents.  I  would  favor 
the  use  of  surplus  of  the  school  fund  in  buying  maps,  desks, 
etc.,  and  place  it  undey  the  control  of  the  county  board  of 
education. 

6.  Institutes I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  a  week's  insti- 
tute conducted  by  experts,  and  would  make  attendance 
thereon  a  condition  precedent  to  employment. 

The  following  is  a  tabulated  statement  of  j*eceipts  and 
disbursements  of  institute  fund,  to- wit : 

Amount  collected  in  1890-.'91,  1891-'92 $91  50 

DISBURSEfifENTS. 

Amount  for  holding  32  institutes $80  00 

Incidentals 7  00 

Balance  due  fund 4  50 


$91  50 

6.  Text  Books  Adopted. — The  law  is  giving  entire  satis- 
faction, and  uniformity  has  greatly  promoted  the  efficiency  of 
the  schools. 

Swinton's  primary  speller,  Swinton's  readers,  Swinton's 
primer  and  first  reader,  Eobinson's  progressive  primary 
arithmetic,  Eobinson's  intellectual  arithmetic,  Robinson's 
rudiments  of  written  arithmetic,  Robinson's  progressive 
praqtical  arithmetic,  Robinson's  progressive  higher  arithme- 
tic, Barnes'  elementary  geography,  Barnes'  complete  geog- 
raphy, Swinton's  word  primer,  Swinton's  word  boQk^  Eg- 
gleston's  history  of  TJ.  S.  and  people,  Hansell's  school  his- 
tory of  the  U.  S.,  Steele's  hygiene,  Steele's  popular  physics, 
Barnes'  picture  lessons  in  English,  Barnes'  working  lessons 
in  English,  Barnes'  language  lessons  (complete).  Reed  and 
Kellogg's  graded  lesson,s  in  English,  Reed  &  Kellogg's 
higher  lessons  in  Engish. 

7.  High  Schools  and  Colleges. — There  are  three  in  this 
county.  They  are  doing  a  good  work  and  inspiring  quite 
an  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  throughout  the  county. 


SIMPSON. 

T.   R.   GOWAN,   SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  school  finances  of  this  county  are  in  a  satisfactory 
oondition,  with  the  exception  of  an  outstanding  indebtea- 
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ness  of  about  $2,500,  which  was  incurred  during  the  scho- 
lastic year  of  1889-'90,  by  reason  of  the  law  transferring 
all  funds  accumulating  after  the  first  of  October*  1890,  to 
scholastic  year  of  1890-'91.  The  board  of  supervisors,  at 
their  August  meeting  in  1891,  lQv\ed  two  mills  to  pay  this 
indebtedness,  but  it  will  not  be  sufficient  by  one-half.  I 
recommended  four  mills,  the  scholastic  year  of  1890-'91 
leaves  no  indebtedness. 

Teaching  corps  is  advancing  in  point  of  literary  qualifica- 
tions, under  the  pre^nt  system  of  examinations,  but  there 
is  no  extraordinary  manifestation  of  zeal  and  interest  in 
the  work,  with  a  few  Exceptions.  But  few  accessions  from 
ooUeges  and  high  schools.  A  few  have  had  professional  train- 
ing. Every  examination  shows  improvement,  but  methods 
of  teaching  are  of  slow  progress.  Comparatively  they 
read  but  litte  educational  literature.  Only  one  third-grade 
white  teacher,  and  about  five  third-grade  colored. 

School  houses  are  not  altogether  in  as  satisfactory  condi- 
tion as  they  ought  to  be.  The  improvements  made  on  old 
buildings  are  generally  of  an  inferior  nature,  not  calculated 
to  endure.  I  would  suggest  a  one  mill  levy  to  be  distribu- 
ted to  the  different  districts  on  condition  that  each  district 
would  supplement  the  amount  by  private  contribution.  An 
appropriation  of  $200  a  year  would  be  a  good  plan  to  se- 
cure necessary  school  furniture. 

Institutes. — I  think  a  change  of  the  institute  law  is  highly 
necessary.  A  week's  institute  with  expert  managers,  to  pre- 
cede fall  and  summer  terms,  would  be  a  capital  plan. 

INSTITUTE   FUND. 

Institute  fees  received  for  scholastic  year  1989-'90 

this  amount K     19  00 

Number  institutes  held,  5. 12  50 

Balance  on  hand K       6  50 

For  scholastic  year  1890-91  received  this  amount. $  85  50 
Number  institutes  held,  10 25  00 

Balance  on  hand K     11  50 

Text-Books. — In  compliance  with  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
lature  of  1890, 1  give  below  a  list  of  the  books  adopted  by 
the  Simpson  county  text-book  committee  on  the  6th  day  of 
October,  1890,  to-wit : 

Swinton's  word  book,  Bobinson's  progressive  primary 
arithmetic,  Bobinson's  progressive  intellectual  arithmetic, 
Bobinson's  progressive  practical  arithmetic,  Monteith's^first 
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lessoDS  in  geography,  Monteith's  introduction  to  geography^ 
Monteith's  manual  of  geography,  Spencerian  copy  hooks^ 
Steele's  physiology,  Steele's  philosophy,  HanselFs  school 
history  U.  S.,  Hansell's  higher  history  U.  8.,  HanselFs  pen- 
manship series,  Hanseirs  tracing  hooks.  Seed  &  Kellogg'fr 
graded  lesson's  in  English,  Seed  &  Kellogg's  higher  lessons 
in  English,  Lippincott's  readers,  Knox-Heath's  language 
lessons  (parts  1  aad  2),  Lockwood's  lessons  in  English. 

High  Schools There  is  hut  one  in  the  county,  located  at 

Westville,  Prof.  H.  L.  Whitfield,  principal.  This  school  was 
organized  in  September,  1891,  and  is  now  in  a  flourishing^ 
condition  with  an  attendance  of  one  "hundred  pupils,  and  it 
is  believed  to  be  on  a  permanent  basis. 


SMITH. 

J.    T.   WATKINS,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  progress  of  Smith  county  public  schools,  during  the 
last  two  years  has  not  been  very  marked,  owing  mainly  to 
the  short  terms  and  meagerness  of  teachers'  salaries. 

Debts  were  incurred  during  the  years  1887-'88, 1888-'8& 
and  1889-'90,  which  took  a  heroic  levy  of  140  per  cent,  on 
the  State  tax  to  decrease  the  debts  to  about  $536,  which  is 
the  present  school  indebtedness  of  this  county.  On  the  first 
Monday  in  last  September  the  supervisors  levied  23  per 
cent,  on  the  State  tax  to  pay  this  indebtedness. 

The  school  finances  of  this  county  for  the  year  1891'-92 
are  fair.  The  supervisors,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Septem- 
ber, levied  100  per  cent,  on  the  State  tax,  which  will 
amount  to  about  $3,300,  and  the  polls  collected  will  amount 
to  about  $2,500,  and  it  has  left  over  from  last  year  about 
$1,100,  which  in  all  will  amount  to  about  $6,900,  besides  the 
State  distribution. 

With  a  few  exceptions,  the  teachers  of  this  county  mani- 
fest but  little,  if  any,  professional  zeal  and  interest  in  their 
work,  and  have  no  professional  training.  They  show  im- 
provements in  the  examinations,  but  know  but  little  about 
methods.  But  few  of  our  teachers  are  composed  of  grad- 
uates from  colleges  and  high  schools.  About  twenty  hold 
three  years'  licenses.  Very  few  of  them  read  educational 
journals. 

School  Houses. — The  present  condition  of  Smith  county 
school  houses  is  some  better.  There  have  been  a  few  new 
ones  built  within  the  last  two  years  and  about  32  old  ones 
repaired.    About  32  houses  are  owned  by  the  county,  at 
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least  the  ooniity  paid  out  of  the  school  bouse  fund  Z20  each 
for  repairiDg  that  number  and  got  deeds  to  them. 

I  know  of  no  feasible  plan  by  which  good  school  houses 
'<}an  be  had  in  every  school  district.  In  my  judgment  it 
would  be  judicious  to  allow  supervisors  to  appropriate  sur- 
plus school  funds,  to  the  amount  of  $200  a  year,  to  buy 
desks  and  blackboards,  on  the  plan  of  allowing  half  as 
much  as  patrons  would  appropriate  and  contribute. 

I  would  certainly  favor  a  change  of  institutes  to  a  week's 
institute  to  be  held  in  summer  or  fall,  on  the  condition  that 
the  attendance  of  all  teachers  of  the  county  be  made  com- 
pulsory, under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  their  licenses  for 
failure  to  attend  the  whole  time.  Let  the  teachers  pay  the 
institute  instructor  for  holding  this  institute. 

The  text-book  law  in  Smithis  operating  smoothly  at  pres- 
ent. For  a  while  it  was  difficult  to  induce  the  patrons  to 
lay  Webster's  "blue-back"  aside,  but  since  all  of  the  old 
"blue-backs"  are  about  worn  out  and  the  merchants  have 
leased  to  buy  them,  they  have  been  compelled  to  succumb. 

The  books  adopted  by  the  text-book  committee  on  the  6th 
day  of  September,  are  as  follows :  McGuffey's  revised 
eclectic  readers,  Eobinson's  progressive  intellectual  arithme- 
tic, Robinson's  rudiments  of  written  arithmetic^  Sanford's 
common  school  arithmetic,  Swinton's  elementary  geogra- 
phy, Swinton's  grammar  school  geography,  Eggleston's  U. 
S.  history,  Hansell's  short  TJ.  S.  history,  Barnes'  short 
studies  in  English,  Harvey's  revised  practical  English 
grammar,  Steele'*  natural  philosophy,  Steele's  physiology. 

High    Schools There  is  only  one  school  in  this  county 

that  bears  the  name  of  "  High  School,"  and  that  is  the  Syl- 
varena  High  School.  It  is  doing  some  work,  to  advance 
the  educational  interest  of  the  county. 

At  this  time  in  the  nineteenth  century  we  need  trained 
teachers  in  the  school  room.  Hence  the  necessity  of  a  train- 
ing school  being  established  somewhere  in  the  State,  where 
all  who  desire  to  teach  should  be  required  to  undergo  a 
training  for  this  purpose. 


TALLAHATCHIE. 

H.    M.    MORRISON,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  Our  schools  are  in  fair  condition,  showing  some  pro- 
gress. 

2.  Finances  in  fair  condition — warrants  are  at  par. 

B.  Teachers  manifest  considerable   zeal  in  their  work ; 
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some  of  our  accessions  are  graduates ;  several  have  attended 
professional  training  schools ;  some  show  df  improvements 
in  methods  of  teaching ;  several  take  and  read  educational 
journals  and  papers ;  one  holds  State  certificate  and  three 
hold  three  years'  licenses. 

4.  Two  splendid  hnildings;  many  good  ones;  and  a  few 
miserable  ones ;  none  owned  by  the  county.  The  proper 
public  spirit  and  enterprise  will  place  a  good  house  in  each 
district ;  think  an  appropriation  by  supervisors  would  be  a 
judicious  thing,  but  would  advocate  an  appropriation  of 
more  than  $200.00. 

5.  Would  prefer  a  week's  institute  in  early  fall,  and  have 
attendance  compulsory.  $38.00  received  and  paid  out  for 
holding  institutes  during  scholastic  years  of  1890  and  1891. 

6.  By  the  adoption  of  text  books,  we  have  made  a  great 
improvement  in  classing  pupils.     Below  is  the  list : 

Swinton's  word  primer  and  book  speller,  Barnes'  new 
national  readers,  Eobinson's  progressive  primary  arithmetic, 
Sobinson's  rudiments  of  arithihetic,  Eobinson's  progressive 
practical  arithmetic,  and  intellectual  arithmetic,  Barnes'  ele- 
mentary geography,  complete  geography,  language  lessons, 
1st  and  2d,  on  composition^  Eggleston's  U.S.  history,  Steele's 
physiology,  popular  philosophy,  Beed  and  Kellogg's  graded 
lessons  in  English  and  higher  lessons  in  English. 

7.  High  schools,  viz :  Charleston,  Cascilla,  Harrison,  Tal- 
lahatchie college ;  these  are  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and 
run  ten  months  each  year.  There  are  two  or  three  other 
schools  also  run  ten  months  during  the  year. 


TATE. 

J.    F.   DBAN,   SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  During  the  last  two  years,  the  schools  of  this  county 
have  made  very  material  progress  and  the  condition  of  the 
schools  is  better  than  ever  before. .  This  is  caused  by  weed- 
ing out  incompetent  teachers,  as  far  as  possible,  the  improved 
condition  of  school  houses  and  the  constant  visitation  of 
schools  by  the  superintendent. 

I  add  to  my  list  each  year  several  schools  which  continue 
their  terms  two  or  more  months  beyond  the  free  term,  and 
next  year  this  increase  will  be  more  marked. 

2.  Our  school  finances  are  in  a  healthy  condition.  Our 
school  term  is  five  months  and  we  have  cash  to  pay  as  we 
go.  Last  year,  there  was  a  small  deficit  which  was  paid  by 
a  special  tax.     For  the  year  just  finished   our  public  term 
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was  again  fixed  at  five  months,  as  our  connty  school  board 
thought  we  would  have  only  money  enough  to  run  that  long, 
but  by  a  close  visitation  of  schools,  and  a  rigid  adherence  to 
the  required  average  of  pupils  before  allowing  assistants,  we 
begin  our  1891-  '92  school  years  with  $1,778  on  hand.  Our 
taxes  are  reduced  half  a  mill,  but  we  will  again  run  five 
months  on  a  cash  basis. 

8.  The  principal  trouble  with  our  system  of  public  schools  is 
incompetent  teachers.  And  the  reason  we  have  incompe- 
tent teachers  is  because  we  are  forced  to  pay  inadequate 
wages.  Teachers  cannot  afford  to  perfect  themselves  in  the 
ai*t  of  teaching  and  then  accept  a  situation  for  four  or  five 
months  in  the  year  for  $40  per  month  ;  the  result  is  a  large 
per  cent,  of  our  teachers  are  neither  graduates  of  colleges 
nor  high  schools,  and  have  never  had  any  normal  training. 
I  am  glad  to  say,  however,  that  several  of  my  white  schools 
are  supplied  with  teachers,  who  go  every  summer  to  some 
normal  or  training  school,  and  this  is  stimulating  others,  so 
that  I  can  say  my  "teaching  corps"  is  advancing.  While  I 
regret  that  it  is  so,  yet  I  must  say  that  my  colored  teachers 
exhibit  by  far  more  "professional  zeal  and  interest  in  their 
work,"  than  my  white  teachers.  White  teachers  attend 
monthly  institutes,  if  at  all,  by  compulsion,  colored  teachers 
with  pleasure.  I  have  endeavored  to  have  institutes  for 
whites  one  month  each  summer,  and  have  had  absolutely  no 
encouragement,  while  for  the  past  four  years,  my  monthly 
summer  institute  for  colored  teachers  is  largely  attended  by 
my  own  teachers  and  many  from  adjoining  counties  have 
asked  and  received  permission  to  attend.  My  enrolment 
this  summer  was  sixty-five.  But  few  teachers  read  educa- 
tional journals.  Nine  teachers  hold  three-year  license,  thir- 
teen hold  license  for  two  years. 

4.  The  present  condition  of  the  school  houses  in  this 
county,  though  improved,  is  still  deplorable.  The  judicious 
distribution  of  the  *'school  house  fund"  has  stimulated  the 
patrons  of  the  county  generally  and  the  houses  are  nearly  all 
made  more  comfortable.  But  the  great  need  is  desks ;  maps 
and  black-boards  are  also  needed.  I  generally  manage  to 
have  rough  black-boards  in  all  the  schools.  I  am  convinced 
that  there  is  no  obstacle  more  insurmountable  in  the  way  of 
public  school  advancement  and  education  than  the  want  of 
proper  desks,  and  in  my  opinion  it  would  be  judicious  to 
allow  the  board  of  supervisors  to  appropriate  any  or  all  the 
school  fund,  above  the  amount  necessary  for  the  constitu- 
tional period,  to  the  buying  of  desks  to  be  distributed  on  the 
basis  of  the  enrolment  of  each  school.  I  do  not  think  it 
should  be  left  contingent  on  patrons  contributing  any  part. 
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because  in  maDy,  very  many  cases  they  would  keep  the  old 
"puncheon"  before  they  would  contribute  a  nickel. 

Text-Books  adopted. — Acting  for  the  county  under  author- 
ity of  and  in  compliance  with  section  3  of  an  act  entitled 
"an  act  to  provide  for  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  series  of 
text-books,  by  counties  of  this  State  for  use  in  public 
schools,"  the  text-book  committee  met  at  the  court-house  in 
Senatobia  and  adopted  the  following  series  of  text-books  to 
Be  used  in  the  schools  of  said  county  for  the  next  five  years, 
as  follows : 

5.  Text-book  law  is  giving  general  satisfaction.  I  append 
printed  circular  of  books  adopted. 

Swinton's  word  primer,  Swinton's  word  book.  Heed's  word 
lessons.  Holmes'  readers,  Maury's  revised  elementary  geog- 
raphy, Maury's  revised  manual  of  geography,  Maury's  re- 
vised physical  geography^  Eeed  &  Kellogg's  course  in  Eng- 
lish consisting  of  graded  lessons  in  English,  Heed  &  Kellogg's 
tiigher  lessons  in  English,  Chambers'  school  history  of  the 
United  States,  Chambers'  higher  history  of  the  United  States, 
Cutter's  beginners  physiology,  Cutter's  intermediate  physi- 
ology, Cutter's  comprehensive  physiology,  Steele's  fourteen 
weeks  in  philosophy  or  popular  physics,  Eobinson's  intel- 
lectual arithmetic,  Eobinson's  rudiments  of  arithmetic,  Eob- 
inson's progressive  practical  arithmetic. 

All  book-dealers  are  required  to  sell  in  accordance  with  con" 
tract  terms,  and  if  they  refuse  to  do  so  patrons  are  requested 
to  report  the  matter  to  the  county  superintendent  who  is 
empowered  to  enforce  the  contracts  made  with  the 
companies.  The  above  books  and  no  others  must  be  used  in 
the  schools  of  this  county.  All  patrons  should  bring  in  their 
old  books  at  once  and  secure  the  exchange  prices. 

I  OAn  suggest  no  remedy  for  the  improvement  of  school 
houses,  unless  no  public  school  be  granted  a  district  until 
the  member  of  the  school  board,  from  that  supervisor's  dis- 
trict, has  inspected  and  received  the  school  house  as  comfort- 
able, well  lighted  and  otherwise  suitable  for  school  purposes. 

6.  I  would  favor  any  change  that  could  be  made  from  the 
present  system  of  institutes.  I.  quote  from  my  last  report 
which  expresses  my  opinion  now,  as  it  did  then,  "I  would 
suggest  that  an  institute  be  held  for  each  race  under  the 
direction  of  the  county  (or  State)  superintendent  or  some 
teacher  appointed  by  him,  and  that  these  institutes  continue 
for  at  least  two  weeks,  and  be  held  just  before  the  beginning 
of  the  school  term.  Teachers  should  be  allowed  the  same 
for  attending  institutes  as  for  teaching  school,  and  should  be 
fined  one-half  day's  wages  for  each  day  they  do  not  attend 
without  a  valid  written  excuse." 
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Collected  for  institutes K  124  00 

Paid  institute  managers 9  102  60 

Paid  incidental  expenses 21  50 

Total «  124  00  «  124  00 


TISHOMINGO. 

F.  T.  OABMAOK.  SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  Our  schools  have  made  excellent  progress,  considering 
the  difficulties  under  which  teaehers  labor.  Most  of  them 
have  done  excellent  work  although  underpaid. 

2.  Our  financial  condition  is  deplorable.  We  will  be  com- 
pelled to  ask  the  Legislature  to  give  our  board  of  supervisors 
the  power  to  liquidate  the  indebtedness.  Our  funds  for  this 
year  are  inadequate  to  the  demands  of  first-class  schools. 
My  maximum  salary,  except  in  luka,  will  be  $35.00.  Most 
of  my  teachers  are  working  cheerfully,  looking  ahead  for 
better  times. 

3.  I  have  only  two  teachers  who  hold  three-year  certifi- 
<cates,  but  have  a  fair  proportion  of  first  grade  teachers. 
When  I  took  charge  of  superintendent's  office  two  years  ago 
about  one-half  who  held  first  grades  lost  them.  They  have 
Attended  school  since  then  and  some  of  them  have  regained 
their  first  grade.  I  cannot  hold  my  best  teachers  very  long 
at  any  time  as  they  go  where  the  pay  is  better. 

4.  I  suppose  our  school  houses  are  on  a  par  with  the 
dwellings  of  this  county,  yet  both  are  bad  enough. 

5.  Our  institute  work  in  my  end  of  county  has  been  fair. 
I  will  attend  the  institutes  in  the  lower  part  of  county  and 
try  to  work  up  more  interest  in  them. 

6.  There  was  no  change  of  text-books  except  as  to  histo- 
ries, in  this  county;  hence,  everything  goes  on  well  in  that 
respect.  Swinton's  series.  Chambers'  histories,  Bingham's 
^ammars,  Bobinson's  arithmetics. 

7.  We  have  an  excellent  high  school  in  the  town  of  luka 
^luka  Normal)  from  which  we  send  many  teachers  over  the 
State.  You  will  find  luka  normal  teachers  in  every  part  of 
Mississippi. 


TTJNIOA. 

Z.   T.   WHITE,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  schools  for  the  past  two  years  have  progressed  more 
rapidly  than  for  the  same  period  of  time  since  the  civil  war. 
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Both  parents  and  pnpils  have  manifested  a  greater  degree  of 
interest  than  has  heen  displayed  in  former  years.  With  iew 
exceptions  children  have  shown  a  degree  of  amhition  to 
learn  that  has  been  very  gratifying  to  all.  With  regular 
attendance  the  progress  is  very  consoling  to  the  teachers 
and  parents  as  well  as  the  superintendent.  The  same  can 
be  said  of  the  colored  schools ;  their  attendance  has  been 
large  and  the  only  thing  to  be  complained  of  is  the  scarcity 
of  books.  Dealers  have  disregarded  the  contract  prices 
and  sell  their  books  at  an  enormous  profit,  which  places 
the  books  almost  oat  of  the  reach  of  the  majority  of  the 
colored  people. 

Finances.  —  The  school  fund  of  our  county  has  always 
been  sufficient  to  run  the  public  schools  four  months  without 
a  special  levy,  and  we  are  not  in  debt.  It  has  been  the 
custom  of  this  county  to  employ  teachers  who  were  exam- 
ined by  other  counties,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  they 
were  found  to  be  incompetent  and  totally  unfit  to  teach.  I 
have  upon  my  pay  roll  now  the  best  class  of  teachers  to  be 
found  in  this  end  of  the  state.  Some  are  graduates  of  our 
best  high  schools  and  colleges,  aad  many  have  had  profes- 
sional training  and  manifest  a  deep  interest  in  their  work.  I 
regret  to  say,  however,  they  do  not  read  any  educational 
journals  or  papers,  and  that  only  one  in  the  county  holds  & 
three  year  certificate. 

Our  school  houses  are  dreadfully  out  of  repair.  They  are 
poorly  furnished,  badly  heated,  and  very  badly  ventilated 
and  lighted,  with  miserably  poor  excuses  for  blackboards  f 
and  I  do  not  know  of  more  than  one  map  in  the  county.  I 
think  the  board  of  supervisors  should  set  aside  Irom  the 
school  fund  each  year  say  $500  to  repair  and  furnish  the 
schools. 

.  Institutes.  —  Institutes  are  very  interesting,  and  prove 
beneficial  when  they  are  regularly  attended.  It,  however,, 
is  next  to  an  impossiblity  to  get  anything  like  a  fair  attend- 
ance on  account  of  the  bad  roads  during  winter  and  inacces- 
ibility  to  rail  in  summer,  for  many  of  our  schools  are  on  the 
river  and  out  in  the  interior. 

Institute  fund ^I  have  collected  $31  in  the  past  fwo  yearSy 

and  paid  out  S20,  leaving  $11  on  hand. 

Text  books. — The  adopted  books  did  not  meet  with  favor 
at  first,  but  are  now  universally  used  and  I  hear  very  little 
complaint.     The  following  are  the  adopted  books: 

Hansen's  school  history  of  the  United  States,  HanselFs 
high  school  history  of  the  United  States,  HanselFs  primary 
speller,  Hansell's  penmanship  series,  Hansell's  tracing  books, 
Wentworth's  primary  arithmetic,  Wentworth's-  grammar 
school    arithmetic,    Gage's    physical   science,   Knox-Heatb 
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langaage  lessons,  part  1 ;  Knox-Heath's  language  lessons, 
part  2  ;  Holmes'  readers,  Maury's  geographies,  elementary; 
Maury's  geographies,  manual. 

We  have  no  high  schools  in  the  county. 


TJNIOK. 


G.  L.  JONES,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  The  schools  in  our  county  are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
Our  teachers  are  becoming  better  qualified  to  teach  and.  are 
doing  more  efficient  work.  The  greatest  hindrance  in  the 
way  of  progression  is  the  irregularity  in  attendance  on  the 
part  ot  pupils.  As  long  as  our  schools  continue  to  make  an 
average  attendance  of  about  one-half  their  enrollment,  to  u^ 
great  extent,  their  work  will  prove  a  failure. 

2.  Union  county  is  behind  on  the  school  fnnd.  This  in- 
debtedness is  mainly  for  the  outstanding  warrants  of  the 
scholastic  year  of  1889-.'90.  The  amount  of  this  outstanding 
fund  is  about  $8,500,  and  will  be  paid  this  fall  by  a  special 
levy  made  by  the  board  of  supervisor^.  Part  of  the  school 
funds  of  1889-.'90  wore  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  war- 
rants of  1888-'89,  hence,  the  outstanding  indebtedness  for 
1889-^90. 

Prior  to  the  scholastic  year  of  1889-'90  our  free  schools 
were  maintained  at  a  cost  of  about  $14,000  per  annum ;  since 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  1890^  to  amend  the  school  law,  they 
have  been  run  at  a  cost  of  about  $11,500.  The  teachers' 
salaries  have  been  considerably  reduced,  but  their  warrants 
are. now  cashed  whenever  presented  to  the  treasurer.  We 
also  have  an  indebtedness  of  about  $2,500  consisting  of 
teachers  monthly  reports  placed  on  file  during  the  year  of 
1889-90.  These  reports  consist  of  a  part  of  the  contract 
with  teachers  for  the  year  1889-'90,  but  the  county  superin- 
tendent could  not  issue  pay  certificates  on  them  as  it  would 
have  required  him  to  issue  pay  certificates  in  excess  of  the 
funds  collected  for  that  current  year.  There  should  be  a 
special  act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing  the  county  super- 
intendent to  issue  pay  certificates  on  these  reports,  and  re- 
quiring the  board  of  supervisors  to  make  a  special  levy  to 
pay  them  off. 

3.  Our  teaching  corps  is  on  the  advance,  and  there  is  a 
manifestation  of  increasing  zeal  and  interest  in  the  work  on 
the  part  of  teachers.  The  high  schools  of  the  county  are 
making  good  additions  to  the  teaching  body  of  the  county 
by  the  number  of  teachers  and  graduates  turned  out  by  them 
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each  year.  These  saturally  come  id  and  crowd  the  less  in- 
competent  teachers  out  of  the  profession.  There  is  a  lack  of 
professional  training  and  general  information  on  the  part  of 
onr  teachers.  I  doubt  whether  there  are  more  than  four 
teachers  in  the  county  taking  educational  papers  or  journals. 
We  have  two  teachers  in  the  county  holding  three  years  li- 
censes. 

4.  Most  of  the  houses  belonging  to  the  county  are  in  bad 
condition.  Those  belonging  to  individuals  are  generally  in 
good  repair  and  very  well  supplied  with  desks  and  black- 
boards. There  are  forty-nine  houses  belonging  to  the  county. 
I  know  of  no  better  way  to  get  patrons  to  build  school  houses 
then  to  aid  them  by  appropriating  a  small  fund  yearly  to  that 
purpose. 

5.  I  believe  a  change  to  a  week's  institute  in  the  summer 
or  early  fall  would  be  an  improvement  on  the  present  system. 
Let  the  teachers'  actual  expenses  be  paid,  and  if  he  fails  to 
attend  the  institute  without  a  reasonable  excuse,  let  a  reduc- 
tion of  two  dollars  a  day  be  taken  from  his  salary  by  the 
superintendent.  I  would  favor  expert  managers  to  conduct 
the  institutes. 

My  predecessor  collected  no  institute  fees  for  1889-90,  and 
there  were  no  institutes  held  for  that  year.  The  following 
is  a  tabulated  statement  of  the  institute  funds  received  and 
expended  for  the  past  two  years : 

Eeceipts $72  76 

1890-'91 — By  amount  paid  for  holding  institutes 42  00 

To  balance  to  fund  1800-'91 , 30  76 

6.  Our  teachers  are  delighted  with  the  adoption  of  the  uni- 
series  of  text-books.  While  this  feature  of  the  law,  at  first, 
was  hard  to  enforce  I  now  think  our  people  are  beginning  to 
like  it.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  text-books  adopted  for 
Union  county. 

Swinton's  word  primer,  Swinton's  word  book  of  spelling, 
Swinton's  readers,  Eobinson's  progressive  primary  arithme- 
tic, Robinson's  progressive  intellectual  arithmetic,  Robin- 
son's rudiments  of  written  arithmetic,  Robinson's  progres- 
sive practical  arithmetic,  Swinton's  school  composition, 
Waddy's  composition  and  rhetoric,  Steele's  fourteen  weeks 
in  philosophy,  Maury's  revised  elementary  geography, 
Maury's  manual  (Mississippi  edition),  Gutter's  beginners 
anatomy,  hygienic,  Cutter's  intermediate  anatomy,  hy- 
gienic. Cutter's  comprehensive  anatomy,  hygienic,  Knox- 
Heath's  language  lessons  (parts  I  and  II),  Reed  &  Kel- 
logg's  graded  lessons  in  English,  and  higher  lessons  in  Eng- 
lish, Hansen's  school  history  and  higher  history  of  the 
United  States. 
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7.  There  are  two  colleges  aod  about  six  high  schools  in 
Union  coanty.  Bach  school  is  doing  good  work.  I  fear, 
however,  there  is  too  mnch  desire  on  the  part  of  most  our 
schools  to  become  colleges ;  when  for  them  to  become,  and 
remain  academies  would  be  better  and  more  suitable.  The 
rivalry  among  the  leading  schools  of  the  county  is  great, 
and  is  doing  much  to  advance  the  school  interest  of  the  en- 
tire county. 


WAEEBN. 

HENRY  T.    MOORE,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

There  has  been  very  little  increase  m  number  of  pupils, 
particularly  as  to  white  schools,  and  comparatively  no 
changes  in  either,  as  to  progress,  which  may  be  very  reason- 
ably attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  attendance  at  school  is  for 
so  short  a  time  (four  to  four  and  one-half  months)  that  a 
considerable  portion  of  each  succeeding  term  is  taken  up  in 
placing  the  j)upils  in  their  studies,  where  they  were  at  the 
close  of  the  previous  term.  In  addition  to  the  above,  it  may 
be  said  that  the  number  of  colored  pupils  in  this  county  is 
so  large,  and  the  amount  that  can,  under  the  law,  be  paid  to 
teachers  is  so  small,  that  there  is  very  little  encouragement 
given  teachers  to  do  anything  more  than  their  legal  duty. 

The  county  examining  board,  in  the  discharge  of  its  duty, 
has  been  careful  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  and  the  county 
superintendent  of  education  has  not  failed  to  place  teachers 
by  his  recommendation,  when  called  upon  to  do  so,  in  those 
positions  where  they  could  impart  "the  greatest  good  to  the 
greatest  number." 

In  some  instances,  schools  require,  because  of  the  number 
of  pupils,  assistants,  and  it  is  often  a  difficult  matter  to  get 
competent  persons  to  act  as  such,  because  of  the  limited  re- 
muneration, yet,  the  county  superintendent  never  failed  to 
exercise  the  same  care  in  selecting  assistants  that  he  did  in 
providing  a  principal. 

It  is  conceded  to  be  true  that  an  assistant  should  be  quite 
or  nearly  as  well  informed  as  a  principal,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent that  character  of  teaching  that  would  have  to  be  un- 
learned ;  it  being  well  known  to  all  who  have  had  experi- 
ence in  teaching,  that  it  is  more  difficult  to  unteach  than  to 
teach  a  child. 

This  condition  as  to  assistants  will  probably  continue  as 
long  as  they  are  so  poorly  paid,  and  it  is  not  reasonable  to 
expect,  particularly  in  Warren  county,  a  change  in  this  re- 
spect at  an  early  day,  if  ever. 
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2.  School  Finances. — Concerning  the  school  finances,  the 
annual  report,  to  which  you  are  respectfully  referred,  is  as 
full  and  complete  as  it  was  possihlo  to  make  it.  You  are 
also  referred  to  the  county  treasurer's  report  to  the  State 
Auditor,  which  makes  it  known  that  the  county  of  Warren 
owes  nothing,  and  has  a  credit  to  the  Common  School  Fund, 
amounting  to  twenty-six  hundred  dollars,  hesides  a  town- 
ship fund,  belonging  to  the  Bovina  district,  which  supports 
the  schools  of  that  locality  for  two  months  each  year. 

The  sum  of  $219.60,  specified  in  the  annual  report,  was 
paid  by  the  county  treasurer  to  the  city  board  of  education 
for  children  living  beyond  the  corporate  limits  of  Vicks- 
burg  and  attending  the  city  schools,  and  was  charged  to  the 
teachers'  fund  oi  the  county. 

Thirty-six  dollars  were  paid  to  the  examiners  during  the 
examinations  for  the  years  1890-'91. 

3.  Teaching  Corps* — "No  change  of  importance  has  been 
noticed  ia  the  proficiency  of  those  who  have  been  exam- 
ined from  year  to  year,  nor  has  any  evidence  been  fur- 
nished that  they  generally  feel  the  interest  in  their  work 
that  they  should,  notwithstanding  the  county  superinten- 
dent's efforts  to  cause  them  to  apply  themselves,  and  there- 
by secure  a  higher  grade,  and  consequently  greater  remu- 
neration. 

The  above  applies  more  particularly  to  colored  than  to 
white  teachers,  there  being  of  the  first  (colored)  sixty,  and 
of  the  latter  twenty-five,  during  the  last  school  term. 

Applications  for  teachers'  certificates  do  not  come  from 
those  who  attended  either  high  schools  or  colleges,  with  but 
very  few  exceptions,  more  being  of  the  colored  than  of  the 
white  race. 

The  methods  of  teaching  seem  to  be  about  the  same  from 
term  to  term,  and  where  improvement  has  been  observed, 
it  was  doubtless  due  to  the  fact  that  the  same  teacher  had 
charge  of  a  school  for  more  than  one  term,  which  is  cer- 
tainly advantageous  to  pupils,  and  is  always  accomplished 
when  it  can  be  done  with  a  fair  promise  of  beneficial  re- 
sults. 

For  several  years  there  has  been  a  growing  tendency  on 
the  part  of  many  to  teach  a  little  of  some  of  the  higher 
studies,  rather  than  to  devote  sufficient  time  to  those  of  an 
elementary  character,  which,  in  a  measure,  results  in  a  fail- 
ure to  lay  a  foundation  that  will  prove  most  advantageous 
to  the  pupil.  To  this  point  the  county  superintendent  has 
given  special  attention,  and  has  noted  changes  in  this  regard 
and  hopes  for  further  improvement  in  relation  thereto. 

In  colored  schools  there  has  been  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  teachers  to  devote  too  great  a  length  of  time  to  pre- 


Ebports  of  County  Superintendents.  287 

paratioD  for  examination  at  the  close  of  schools,  which,  with 
the  incidental  show  and  parade,  were  at  the  expense  of  pupils 
as  to  study. 

This  has  received  the  attention  its  importance  demanded, 
and  it  is  expected  that  in  future,  as  required,  teachers  will 
be  more  economical  in  this  respect  as  to  time. 
•  It  is  impossible  to  say  with  certainty  how  many  teachers 
read  educational  papers  and  journals,  but  the  number  is  be- 
lieved to  be  very  small. 

Of  colored  teachers,  not  one  in  this  county  holds  a  three 
years  license,  and  only  one  for  two  years.  Of  the  whites, 
three  have  three  years  certificates,  and  three  for  two  years ; 
a  majority  of  the  teachers  having  second  grade. 

4,  School  Houses. — In  this  county,  with  its  eighty-three 
schools,  there  are  only  ten  houses  used  for  school  purposes 
that  are  not  the  property  of  private  individuals,  and  none 
are  furnished  by  the  county  with  anything  for  the  comfort 
or  convenience  of  the  teachers  or  pupils,  with  the  exception 
of  three  or  four  which  h:ive  stoves  that  were  paid  for  by  the 
county.*  All  school  houses  are  furnished  with  what  is  needed 
by  the  patrons,  and  the  improved  desks  and  seats,  of  other 
and  more  favored  sections,  are  unknown  to  the  schools  of 
this  county. 

In  some  counties  the  board  of  supervisors  might  make  ap- 
propriations to  supply  school  necessities,  but  here  the 
amount  within  reach  for  that  purpose  is  so  limited  that  it  is 
nearly  if  not  quite  impossible  for  them  to  do  so,  and  its  ac- 
oomplishment  cannot  be  satisfactorily  effected  without  an  in- 
crease of  the  school  tax,  which  would  undoubtedly  be  resist- 
ed by  a  large  proportion  of  our  people,  as  the  wish  is  on  all 
sides  that  taxation  be  diminished,  and  at  no  time,  for  any 
purpose,  nor  under  any  circumstances  should  it  be  increased. 
Most  of  the  colored  schools  are  taught  in  church  edifices, 
while  very  few  are  taught  in  those  that  are  attended  by 
white  congregations. 

Institutes. — The  teachers'  institutes  that  have  been  held 
once  a  month  during  the  school-term,  have  not  been  so  satis- 
factory as  was  desired,  for  several  reasons.  The  time  has 
been  Saturday,  which  day  the  teacher  has  claimed,  from  a 
very  remote  period,  as  a  day  of  rest.  Many  teachers  live 
in  remote  sections  of  the  country,  and  their  coming  to  Vicks- 
burg  in  the  winter  season  has  rarely  been  attended  with 
comfort,  and  always  with  an  expense  that  the  teacher,  in 
many  instances,  could  hardly  afford.  If  the  days  for  the 
institutes  were  changed  to  some  other,  and  the  pay  of  the 
teacher  to  go  on  while  attending  them,  no  doubt  more  in- 
terest would  be  felt  and  manifested  in  their  success. 

Should  the  institutes  be  held  for  a  week,  instead  of  only 
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one  day,  the  objections  now  urged  would  operate,  and  the 
plan  would  not  meet  with  approval  by  those  who  live  so  far 
from  Yicksbnrg  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  them  to  return 
home  each  day. 

If  the  teachers  conld  be  paid,  a  portion  of  the  expense 
incarred  would  be  returned,  and  cause  them  to  believe  that 
the  State  of  Mississippi  realized,  and  acknowledged  the  fact 
that  **the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  (her)  hire,"  and  that  the 
State  is  not  willing  that  the  most  severely  taxed,  and  poorest 
paid  portion  of  her  population  should  be  required  to  spend 
a  portion  of  their  earnings,  more  on  the  pro-bona  publico 
principles  than  any  other. 

6.  Text-book  Adoption. — Pursuant  to  an  Act  of  the  last 
Legislature,  the  text-book  committee  adopted,  in  October, 
1890,  a  curriculum  for  the  county-schools,  which  is  to  con- 
tinue  in  use  for  five  yearp.  The  selection  so  far  as  is  known 
has  been  accepted  as  satisfactory,  and  all  the  books  will  be 
introduced  during  the  present  term-  -a  division  having 
been  made,  as  was  provided  by  law. 

The   following  list  will   make   known  the  name?  *of  the 
books  adopted : 
Speller — Eeed's  word  lessons. 

Composition — 1st  Eeed  and  Kellogg's,  2d  Eeed  &  Kelloggr 
Arithmetic — Thomson's  1st  lessons,  complete  and  mental. 
Readers — Barnes'  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  5th. 
Geography — Maury's  elementary  and  manual. 
Physiology — Cutters. 
Ghrammar — Smith's. 

Language  Lessons- — Knox-Heath's  1st  and  2d. 
U.  S.  History — School  and  higher. 
Copy  Books — Mississippi. 

7.  High  Schools  and  Colleges. — In  this  county  there  are 
neither  high-schools  nor  colleges,  though  the  material  is  here 
to  support  either,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  first  may,  at 
an  early  day,  be  established  in  some  sections,  and  the  law  so 
amended  as  to  provide  pay  that  will  secure  competent  per- 
sons  to  take  charge  of  them. 


WAYNE. 

TBUMAN    GBAY,   SUPEBINTBNDBNT. 

1.  Our  schools  for  the  past  two  years  have  increased  in 
number,  and^  where  trustees  have  guarded  the  interests  of 
their  schools  by  selecting  competent  teachers,  have  made 
progress ;  while  others  have  made  but  little,  if  any  at  all, 
where  trustees  have  not  sought  efficiency  in  teachers. 
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2.  Financially,  our  schools  a^e  in  good  condition.  We 
have  no  indebtedness.  Teachers  receive  their  salaries  at  the 
end  of  each  month,  in  money,  without  having  warrants  dis- 
counted. I  have  not  known  a  school  warrant,  in  Wayne 
county,  discounted  for  years.^  Our  school  fund,  however,  is 
not  sufficient  to  offer  in4ucement  to  efficient,  first-class 
teachers. 

3.  There  is  but  little  permanency  in  our  teaching  corps, 
and  as  a  ^consequence,  I  cannot  say  they  are  advancing  as 
they  should.  Manifestations  of  professional  zeal  and  in- 
terest, with  few  exceptions,  are  conspicuously  absent  in 
school  work.  Colleges  and  high  schools  furnish  some 
schools  with  their  graduates  as  teachers.  But  few  seem  to 
have  had  professional  training.  Marked  improvement  has 
been  made  in  the  examinations  by  many,  while  others  seem 
to  improve  scarcely  any  at  all.  We  have  in  Wayne  county 
one  teacher  holding  a  two  years'  license  and  one  holding  a 
three  years'  license. 

4.  Many  of  our  school  houses  are  very  inferior  buildings, 
and  are  poorly  furnished.  We  have  a  few  good  houses. 
County  owns  about  fourteen  houses.  More  and  better  ones 
might  be  secured  by  allowing  supervisors  to  appropriate  sur- 
plus funds  to  this  purpose.  But  the  authority  should  be 
carefully  given,  always  on  the  condition  that  no  appropria- 
tion should  exceed  the  amount  contributed  by  patrons. 

5.  I  believe  a  week's  institute,  conducted  by  experts, 
would  prove  more  profitable  than  the  present  plan.  Atten- 
dance should  be  compulsory. 

INSTITUTE   FUND. 

Beceipts I     36  50 

Paid  out 82  60 

Balance I      4  00 

Amount  of  institute  funds  on  hand  October  1,  1889^ 

from  whites $     26  00 

Amount  of  institute  funds  on  hand  October  1,  1889, 
from  colored 11  60 

Amount  of  funds  for  white  institutes  on  hand  Sep- 
tember 80,  1891 41  60 

6.  Many  complain  that  they  are  required  to  buy  the  new 
books;  but  the  adopted  books  have  heretofore  been  in  use 
which  makes  the  burden  lighter.     I  have  heard  but  slight 
complaint  against  the  law  for  some  time. 

List  of  text-books  adopted  : 

Swinton's  word  primer   speller,   Swinton's  word   book  of 
spelling,  Swinton's  readers,  Bobinson's  primary  arithmetic 
1-19  ' 
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Bobinson's  intellectual  arithmetic,  EobiosoD's  rudi meats  of 
written  arithmetic,  Eobinson's  practical  arithmetic,  Harvey's 
elementary  grammar,  Harvey's  revised  English  grammar, 
Swinton's  introductory  geography,  and  grammar  school 
geography,  Quackenbos's  first  lessons  in  composition,  and 
composition  and  rhetoric,  Barnes's  U.  S.  history,  and  U.  S. 
primary  historj^',  Steele's  14  weeks  in  physiology,  Steele's 
14  weeks  in  philosophy,  Barnes's  language  lessons. 

7.  We  have  two  high  schools  in  Wayne.  Eucutta  Insti- 
tute, with  Prof.  J.  M.  McNeill  as  principal,  has  been  in  suc- 
cessful operation  the  past  two  years.  This  is  located  in  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  county,  and  draws  its  patronage 
from  Wayne  Clarke  and  Jasper  counties.  Prof.  W.  T.  Pos- 
ter has  charge  of  the  Waynesboro  high  school,  which  was 
established  this  fall.  He  has  to  date  enrolled  more  than  130 
pupils,  and  is  giving  eminent  satisfaction  as  a  progressive 
and  efficient  teacher.  He  unhesitatingly  advocates  a  re- 
spectable standard  of  scholarship  as  necessary  to  the  best 
interest  of  the  public  schools,  and  boldly  asserts  that  one's 
fitness  to  teach  a  public  school  should  be  measured  by  such 
a  standard. 


WEBSTER 

F.   J.    SWINDOLL,   SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  schools  of  this  county  for  the  past  two  years  have 
been  in  an  improving  condition «  This  is  a  small  and  rather 
poor  county — the  taxable  property  being  but  little  mord 
than  $1,000,000.  All  the  available  school  funds  are  not  suf- 
ficient to  maintain  the  schools  as  liberally  as  they  should  be. 
Already  there  is  an  outstanding  indebtedness  against  the 
county  on  account  of  public  schools  of  about  $3,500,  most 
of  which  was  incurred  in  1890.  Pay  certificates  to  teachers 
were  paid  in  this  scholastic  year  by  special  instructions 
from  the  State  board  of  education.  There  is  only  $25.25 
for  the  year  1882,  and  $4.40  for  the  year  1885.  By  a  special 
act  of  the  Legislature,  the  board  of  supervisors  are  author- 
ized to  make  special  levies  annually  to  pay  this  indebted- 
ness. Por  the  year  1891  they  levied  4}  mills  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  it  is  believed  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  1892 
most  of  this  indebtedness  will  be  paid.  The  county  other- 
wise is  about  free  from  debt. 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  money  and  consequent  low  sala- 
ries of  teachers,  the  teaching  corps,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  is 
rather  inefficient,  but  there  has  been  some  improvement  in 
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this  relation.  There  is  a  paucity  of  professional  teachers 
in  the  county,  the  majority  teaching  only  for  a  livelihood  or 
using  this  means  as  a  "  stepping-stone  '*  to  something  prefer- 
able. 

We  have  six  high  schools:  The  Walthall  Normal,  Belle- 
fonlaine  High  School,  Cumberland  Academic  Institute,  Eu- 
pora  Normal,  Mathiston  High  School  and  Woodlawn  Semi- 
nary. The  last  of  these  is  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  partly  sustained  by  the 
Freedmen's  Aid  Society  of  Cincinnati.  The  Walthall  Nor- 
mal is  regularly  chartered.  They  are  all  doing  good  work, 
especially  in  the  matter  of  training  teachers.  The  teachers 
in  these  schools  are  graduates  from  colleges  and  universities 
of  good  standing,  as  well  as  a  few  of  the  teachers  in  the 
common  schools,  and  most  of  the  'zeal  manifested  in  school 
work  is  by  these  graduates,  who,  as  a  rule,  hold  three  years' 
certificates  or  State  license. 

The  school  buildings,  except  of  the  high  schools  acade- 
mies, etc.,  are  very  poor.  I  think  a  law  compelling  the 
board  of  supervisors  to  appropriate  a  small  amount  annu- 
ally for  the  building,  repairing  and  furnishing  of  school 
houses,  to  be  applied  only  where  the  patrons  furnish  an 
equal  amount,  would  be  a  benefit.  But  let  this  be  an  extra 
appropriation,  and  by  no  means  taken  from  any  part  of  the 
school  fund,  which  is  already  too  small. 

The  institutes  held  in  the  county  have  done  soma  good 
work,  but  it  \h  believed  that  a  change  to  a  week's  institute 
in  the  summer  or  early  fall  will  be  a  decided  improvement 
and  I  zealously  favor  it. 

The  adoption  of  a  uniform  series  of  text-books  has  al- 
ready developed  some  advantages.  The  series  adopted  is 
as  follows  :  Swinton's  word  book  speller,  Swinton's  word 
book  primer,  Swinton's  readers,  Bobinson's  primary  arith- 
metic, Bobinson's  rudiments  of  arithmetic,  Bobinson's  prac- 
tical arithmetic,  Harvey's  revised  elementary  grammar, 
Harvey's  revised  English  grammar,  Swinton's  introductory 
geography,  Swinton's  grammar  school  geography,  Swinton's 
elementary  geography,  Swinton's  complete  geography, 
Eggleston's  first  book  in  American  history,  Eggleston's  his- 
tory U.  S.,  Spencerian  copy  books,  Steele's  philosophy, 
Steele's  physiology. 

Some  improvements  might  be  made  in  this  series,  but 
taken  as  a  whole,  it  is  very  satisfactory. 

The  greatest  obstacles  to  be  combatted  in  the  matter  of 
public  education  in  this  county  are  the  scarcity  of  money 
and  apathy  of  patrons ;  and  I  believe  a  school  law  compul- 
sory in  its  nature  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  the  country,  especially  of  Webster  county. 


292  BSPOBTS  OF   OOUNTT   SUPEBINTBNDBNTS. 

WILKINSON. 

T.  W.  BBOWN,  SUPBBINTENDENT. 

1.  The  average  ooDdition  of  schools  shows  decided  im- 
propement.  The  schools  were  in  operation  five  months  dur- 
ing the  scholastic  year  of  1890-'91.  We  have  ninety  schools. 
The  solvent  condition  of  our  school  fund  has  attracted  a  bet- 
ter class  of  teachers,  especially  of  colored  teachers^  than  we 
have  hitherto  had. 

2.  Our  school  fund  is  not  in  debt,  having  a  small  balance 
carried  forward  to  its  credit  for  next  year. 

3.  There  is  marked  improvement  in  the  grade  of  teachers 
but  there  is  lack  of  professional  knowledge  and  zeal ;  two  or 
three  have  had  professional  training.  Five,  three  white  and 
two  colored,  have  three  years'  licenses. 

4.  School  houses  improving  in  character  and  condition  of 
buildings.  The  colored  schools  are  generally  taught  in  box- 
houses  built  for  worship.  About  ten  per  cent,  of  the  houses 
belong  to  the  county.  They  are  all  extremely  poor  in  fur- 
niture or  equipments  of  any  sort  for  teaching  purposes. 
Something  should  be  done  to  remedy  this.  To  make  the  sur- 
plus school  fund  of  each  county  go  in  this  direction  would 
be  an  indirect  method  and  it  might  be  at  the  expense  of  the 
teachers.  I  suggest  that  boards  of  supervisors  be,  at  least,, 
empowered  to  make  a  levy  for  this  purpose,  to  be  disbursed 
at  their  discretion. 

5.  For  the  present  I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  changing  the 
method  ot  holding  institutes  to  that  which  requires  a  week 
annually  to  be  spent  in  this  way.  Let  each  institute  be  held 
by  a  proficient  manager.  The  average  institute  egregiously 
fails  in  the  object  intended.  Until  more  trained  teachers  are 
in  the  field  it  will  remain  so.  It  should  be  required  of  every 
teacher  who  expects  work  in  our  public  schools  to  attend  this 
annual  institute  or,  at  the  discretion  of  the  county  superin- 
tendent^ forfeit  employment. 

Below  you  will  find  a  tabulated'statement  of  institute  funds 
— ^receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  last  two  years : 

Eeceipts $165  75 

Paid  out 66  00 

Balance $  99  75 

6.  The  books  adopted  by  the  text-book  committee  are  uni- 
versally used,  and  all  friction  occasioned  by  the  'law  seems 
to  have  ceased.  They  are  as  follows:  Holmes'  readers, 
Maury's  geographies,  Yenable's  arithmetics,  Hansell's  pri- 
mary speller.  Chambers'  U.  S.  history,  Beed  and  Kellogg's 
graded  lessons  in  English^  RQ^d  and  Kellogg's   higher  les 
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sons  in  English,  Beed's  word  lessons,  Steele's  fourteen  weeks 
in  physiology,  Steele's  fourteen  weeks  in  nataral  philosophy, 
Spencerian  common  school  course. 

We  have  the  McGehee  College  for  Girls  situated  in  Wood- 
ville,  Bev.  H.  W.  Featherston,  president,  assisted  by  an  able 
and  complete  faculty.  It  has  about  eighty  pupils.  The  cur- 
riculum embracing,  besides  the  English,  the  classical  and  also 
modern  languages.  Special  attention  given  to  music  and 
painting.  It  is  an  ornament  to  the  community  and  can  meet 
the  demand  for  female  education. 

We  have  also  in  Woodville  a  high  school  for  boys,  taught 
by  Prof.  F.  A.  Milledge,  a  progressive  gentleman,  zealous  in 
his  profession.  The  citizens,  through  a  committee,  guarantee 
his  salary.  We  have  a  high  school  in  Centreville,  on  the 
Mississippi  Valley  Bailroad. 


YALOBUSHA. 

W.    T.   WTNN,    SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  The  condition  of  my  schools  as  compared  to  two 
years  ago  is  at  least  25  per  cent,  for  the  better.  The  pro- 
gress has  been  steadily  on  the  up  grade;  patrons  and  trustees 
especially,  are  taken  much  more  interest  than  two  years  ago 
and  much  more  zeal  and  enthusiasm  manifested. 

2.  The  finances  are  now  getting  in  good  shape,  expenses 
for  the  past  four  years  having  been  reduced  inside  the  limits 
of  the  revenue.  The  county  is  now  in  debt  $10,500,  $6,000 
of  which  will  be  paid  this  fall  and  winter  by  special  levy,  and 
the  remainder  next  fall  and  winter.  This  indebtedness  was 
incurred  during  the  years  1886  and  1887.  We  have  no 
school  fund  except  the  small  anHount  we  get  from  the  State 
distribution,  say  $2,500  or  $3,000  and  about  $750  from  the 
Chickasaw  fund,  which  amount  goes  to  only  one-half  of  the 
county  the  other  half  being  in  the  Choctaw  boundary.  The 
above  amount  $2,500  pays  one  month's  schooling,  and  the 
other  three  month's  expenses  are  raised  by  direct  taxation, 
and  one-half  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  realty  and  personal 
property  is  owned  by  the  separate  school  districts,  leaving 
only  one-half  of  said  valuation  to  the  country  schools.  Our 
Choctaw  fund  and  sixteenth  section  fund  was  loaned  out 
before  the  war  and  has  never  been  collected,  hence  squan- 
dered, but,  notwithstanding  all  this  our  county  will  be  out  of 
debt  next  year.  We  are  paying  cash  for  our  warrants  this 
year  as  we  did  last  year. 

3.  The  teaching  corps  of  my  county   is  progressing  each 
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year,  and  more  and  more  zeal  and  enthusiasm  manifested ; 
especially  is  it  so  in  my  high  schools;  each  principal  is  striv- 
ing to  keep  pace  with  or  outstretch  the  other,  and  each  one 
is  building  up  a  fine  school  for  the  neighborhood  and  a  rep- 
utation for  himself.  Many  of  my  teachers,  about  one-third, 
are  graduates  and  have  had  a  normal  training,  and  are  using 
improved  methods  in  their  schools,  and  are  taking  and  read- 
ing good  educational  journals.  Ten  are  holding  three-year 
licenses  and  five  two-year  licenses.  There  are  some  teachers, 
of  course,  who  are  using  the  |)rofession  for  a  convenience 
and  a  stepping  stone  to  something  else,  and  they  are  not 
manifesting  the  zeal  and  enthusiasm  that  the  others  are,  all 
such,  you  know,  are  a  great  draw  back  to  the  profession. 

4.  The  condition  of  school  houses  is,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, good.  When  we  had  the  small  amount  for  building 
houses,  I  stimulated  a  great  many  districts  to  get  land  and 
then  get  up  subscriptions  by  giving  each  one  a  small  amount 
and  refusing  to  help  any  that  refused  to  help  themselves,  and 
it  worked  like  a  charm,  and  I  had  at  least  thirty  new  houses 
built  upon  land  deeded  te  trustees  and  their  successors  for- 
ever. And  on  this  plan  I  would  suggest  that  each  county 
act.  Let  boards  of  supervisors  appropriate  a  small  amount 
each  year,  and  give  it  only  to  those  who  are  willing  to  sup- 
plement it  with  enough  to  build.  I  am  satisfiied,  from  ex- 
perience, that  it  will  cost  only  a  small  amount  each  year 
for  black-boards,  globes,  maps  and  desks  until  each  county 
school  house  was  fitted  up  properly.  In  counties  where 
there  is  a  large  surplus  that  could  be  used  for  the  two  above 
named  purposes,  and  I  think  should  be  so  used,  for  such  im- 
provements are  absolutely  essential  to  the  success  of  the 
country  schools,  and  they  are  the  ones  that  now  need  our 
energies  and  increasing  work  as  the  separate  schools  are  all 
doing  well  enough.  I  think  fifty-five  are  owned  by  the 
county,  sixty-five  with  separate  districts  and  towns. 

5.  I  favor  a  change  in  institutes  and  would  have  a  week,  or 
better,  a  month,  in  early  fall,  and  grant  schools  to  none  who 
refused  to  attend  and  allow  those  who  did  attend  enough  to 
pay  board. 

In  1890  I  collected $     60  00 

And  paid 30  00 

Leaving  balance  on  hand $     30  00 

In  1891  I  collected I     63  00 

And  paid  out 40  00 

Leaving  balance  on  hand $     28  00 

Balance  on  hand  for  two  years 68  00 
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6.  Text-books  adopted — Swinton's  word  primer,  Swin- 
ton's  word  book,  Swinton's  readers,  Venable's  primary 
arithmetic,  Robinson's  series  of  arithmetics,  intellectual, 
rudiments,  progressive  practical  and  higher,  Barnes'  language 
lessons,  part  I,  Barnes'  language  lessons,  part  11,  Beed's 
word  lessons,  part  II,  Beed  &  Kellogg's  graded  lessons,  Beed 
&  Kellogg's  higher,  Maury's  geography,  etementary,  Maury's 
geography,  manual,  Maury's  geography,  physical,  Hansell's 
history,  part  I,  Hansell's  history,  part  11,  Sharpless  & 
Phillips'  physics.  Cutter's  physiology. 

7.  We  have  seven  high  schools  which  run  nine  and  teu  * 
months  in  the  year,  all  doing  good  service,  and  adding 
greatly  to  the  interest  of  education  in  the  county.  Some  of 
them  are  well  equipped  with  seats  and  des^,  black-boards, 
etc.,  two  of  them  have  music  departments  attached.  They 
would  do*credit  to  any  little  town  but  they  are  out  in  the 
woods.  The  prospects  for  an  increase  are  good.  The  high 
schools  are  my  idea  of  educational  advancement  and  success- 
ful improvement,  and  I  am  doing  all  that  I  can  to  establish 
as  many  as  I  can.  On  them  depends  the  future  education  of 
the  youth  of  our  country. 


YAZOO. 

W.    B.    MCOUTOHEN,    SUPEBINTBNDSNT. 

1.  Upon  coming  into  the  office  of  county  superintendent  of 
Yazoo  county  in  February,  1890, 1  found  that  under  the  effi- 
cient administration  of  my  excellent  predecessor,  Hon.  A. 
M.  Hicks,  the  school  finances  of  our  county  were  in  excellent 
condition;  our  school  warrants  not  only  at  par,  but  a  balance 
of  from  $3,000  to  $5,000  remaining  over  at  the  end  of  each 
scholastic  year.  I  have  earnestly  endeavored  to  closely  ad- 
here to  the  financial  policy  then  inaugurated.  But  notwith- 
standing all  my  efforts  to  economize  without  impeding  the 
progress  of  education,  I  find  at  the  close  of  the  3  ear  1890- 
*91,  only  about  1 1,200  to  be  carried  over  to  1891-'92.  This 
reduction  is  evidently  due  to  the  unwise  and  reckless  action 
of  the  county  school  board  in  increasing  annually  the  num- 
ber of  schools  in  the  county  ;  thus  increasing  expense  far  in 
excess  of  the  increase  of  the  funds. 

2.  Because  of  the  action  of  the  school  board,  mentioned 
above,  which  forces  upon  the  superintendent  the  disagree- 
able necessity  of  tending,  at  least,  to  minimize  the  salaries 
of  teachers  to  save  himself  from  the  penalty  of  the  law, 
our  teaching  corps  is  rapidly  becoming  more  and  more  in- 
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efficient.  Experience  and  professional  training  are  quitting 
the  fieldy  leaving  it  open  to  the  invasion  of  ignorance,  inex- 
perience,  untrained  youth,  those  who,  despite  the  vigilance 
of  the  examining  board,  pass  the  examination  by  '^hook  or 
crook/' 

With  few  exceptions,  perhaps  not  more  than  half  a  l^core  in- 
cluding both  races,our  teachers  are  not  graduates  colleges  and 
high  schools.  If  you  will  allow  the  expression,  a  large  major- 
ity of  them  are  plucked  in  an  immature  state,  before  they  have 
dropped  the  blossom.  Comparatively  few  have  experience 
*  or  professional  training,  and  show  very  little,  if  any  im- 
provement in  the  examinations  and  in  methods  of  teaching. 

I  am  compelled  to  say  that  according  to  my  observation, 
very  few  educational  papers  or  journals  are  taken  and  read 
by  our  teachers.  No  three  years  licenses  were  issued  upon 
the  examinations  of  October  1891,  and  only  seven  two  years 
licenses — six  whites  and  one  colored. 

3.  Owing  to  the  special  appropriation  made  by  senate 
bill,  chapter  353,  acts  of  1890,  our  school  houses  have  been 
greatly  improved  and  several  new  ones  built.  Bnt  the  pro- 
gress, doubtless,  has  not  been  what  it  should  have  been  under 
tho  favorable  circumstances.  Evidently  much  of  the  appro- 
priated, fund  has  been  unnecessarily,  not  to  say  wantonly  ex- 
pended, the  precaution  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  in  re- 
quiring bond  of  those  drawing  it  from  the  county  treasury, 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

One  hundred  and  five  school  houses  belong  to  the  county — 
58  white  andj  47  colored.  Forty-four  colored  schools  are 
taught  in  church  houses ;  and  four  white  schools  are  taught 
in  private  houses.  I  heartily  endorse  your  suggestion  to  ap- 
propriate $200  of  the  surplus  school  fund  to  purchasing 
desks,  maps,  blackboards  etc.,  and  the  plan  suggested. for  so 
doing. 

In  regard  to  the  subject  of  a  feasible  plan  by  which  good 
houses  can  be  had  in  every  district,  I  suggest,  (1)  that  the 
county  be  laid  off  into  districts  containing  not  less  than  nine 
square  miles  and  not  more  than  sixteen;  that  the  school  houses 
be  located  as  near  the  center  of  the  district  as  possible;  (2) 
that  the  boards  of  supervisors  be  authorized  by  law,  in  case 
two  or  more  houses  (or  one,  if  not  properly  located)  fall 
within  the  same  district,  to  dispose  of  them  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, and  place  the  amount  to  the  credit  of  a  county  school 
house  building  fund ;  and  (3)  that  the  boards  of  supervisors 
be  authorized  to  appropriate  said  fund  to  those  districts  only 
which  will  raise  by  cash  subscription  one-half  the  amount 
necessary  to  build  and  furnish  good  houses. 

4.  I  favor  the  plan  of  having  a  week's  institute  in  the  early 
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fall — ^the  first  or  the  second  week  in  September.     In  regard 
i,o  the  condition  of  attendance,  I  wonld  suggest: 

1.  That  the  State  Board  of  Bdacation  make  the  ''  outlines 
^f  institute  work''  the  outlines  ot  the  examination. 

2.  That  the  boards  of  examiners  be  authorized  to  consider 
the  subject  of  the  attendance  of  the  applicants  for  license  to 
teach,  at  the  institute  meetings,  and  the  earnest  interest  they 
manifest  in  the  work  assigned,  in  connection  with  other  in- 
dispensable considerations. 

Of  course  our  institute  manager  should  be  not  a  novice  or 
A  tyro,  but  one  fitted  by  education  and  by  proper  normal 
training  for  institute  work. 

The  following  tabular  statement  of  the  receipts  and  dis- 
t>ursements  of  institute  funds  for  the  last  two  years,  is  sub- 
initted : 

Receipts.  Debit.  Balance. 

1889-'90 •  69  00     •  22  00     •  47  00 

1890-'91 139  OO        40  00        99  00 

Total $  208  00  •     62  00  I  146  00 

To  this  balance  add  the  fees  of  the  examination  of  Octo- 
ber, 1891,  $189,  gives  amount  now  on  hand,  $285. 

5.  The  text-book  law  is  operating  in  a  manner  that  is 
giving  general  satisfaction.  We  meet  with  but  one  difficulty, 
which,  however,  is  not  attributable  to  the  operation  of  the 
law,  but  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  publishers  do  not  give 
book  sellers  sufficient  margin  on  the  prices  to  justify  them 
in  handling  the  books  and  keeping  the  necessary  supply  on 
hand.  Just  how  to  meet  and  successfully  overcome  this  dif- 
^culty,  is  a  problem  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  solve. 

6.  We  have  six  high  schools  in  this  county,  and  no  col- 
leges. Owing  to  the  fact  that  these  schools,  with  a  single 
-exception,  change  teachers  annually,  they  are,  doubtless, 
not  accomplishing  the  good  expected  of  them,  and  which 
they  can  accomplish  under  a  system  of  pernaanent  organiza- 
tion. 

Having  already  gone  far  beyend  the  prescribed  limits  (for 
which  I  ask  your  forgiveness),  I  close  tiiis  narrative  reluct- 
antly, hoping  you  will  be  able  to  glean  from  it  the  informa- 
tion you  desire. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  text-books  adopted  : 

Spellers — Swinton's  primer  and  word  book. 

Readers — Swinton's. 

Arithmetic — Bobinson's  first  book  (shorter  course)  and  com- 
plete. 
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Geography Monteith's    first    lessons,   introduction   and 

manual. 
Language  Lessons. — Long's,  Part  I,  Part  11. 
U.  S.  History, — Eggleston's  First  Book  and  United  States. 
Copy-books — Spencerian  and  common  school. 
Natural  Philosophy. — Smith's  elementary. 
Physiology — Steele's. 


NARRATIVE  REPORTS 


•OF- 


High  Schools  and  Colleges. 


ABBEVILLE    NORMAL    SCHOOL. 
K.   HABMON,   PBINOIPAL.      . 

The  good  people  of  Abbeville^  seeing  the  need  of  higher 
and  better  education,  resolved  to*  establish  a  school  of  high 
order  in  their  midst.  Accordingly  they  contracted  with  the 
present  principal,  associated  with  the  Prof.  G*.  R.  Hightower, 
to  open  the  school  October  7,  1889. 

From  the  very  day  of  its  origin  the  school  has  enjoyed  a 
fair  degree  of  prosperity.  It  has  surpassed,  in  growth,  the 
expectations  of  the  most  sanguine.  Nearly  200  pupils  were 
enrolled  during  the  past  year.  We  have  representatives 
from  ten  counties  and  three  States. 

The  courses  taught  are  music,  art,  telegraphy,  business, 
teachers,  surveying  and  scientific,  together  with  course  pre- 
paratory to  each  of  them.  The  work  done^in  our  business 
department  is  thorough  and.practical.  We  give  all  the  theory 
of  the  science  of  accounts  at  a  very  moderate  cost.  Young 
men  are  prepared  in  from  five  to  seven  months  to  take  charge 
of  any  set  of  books. 

Our  teachers'  course  is  especially  adapted  to  those  who  ex- 
pect to  make  teaching  a  profession.  One  of  the  main  features 
of  this  course  is  the  teacher's  training  class,  in  which  all 
matters  pertaining  to  government  of  schools  etc.,  are  dis- 
cussed. About  fifty  who  have  taken  this  course,  are  now 
teaching,  and  are  giving  satisfaction  so  far  as  we  know. 

Our  scientific  course  is  intended  for  those  who  desire  a 
higher  education.  The  aim  of  this  course  is  to  give  students 
a  fair  idea  of  advanced  mathematics,  Latin  and  the  sciences; 
and  a.  taste  for  literature  and  all  standard  writings.  One 
who  has  taken  this  course  is  fully  equipped,  either  for  life 
or  to  take  up  the  study  of  law,  medicine  or  theology. 

We  have  two  large  and  commodious  frame  buildings,  val- 
ued at  $4,000,  with  five  acres  surrounding  grounds.  We  also 
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have  a  large  frame  bailding  which  is  nsed  for  ^'young  ladies' 
boarding  house."  We  are  prepared  to  accommodate  100 
boarders.  Oar  house  is  furnished  with  best  automatic  desks 
and  chairs.     We  are  well  equipped  with  blackboards. 

The  school  is  not  endowed  and  is  non-sectarian,  and  con- 
sequently stands  on  its  own  merits. 

The  session  is  ten  months  in  length,  during  four  months 
of  which  the  public  school  is  taught. 

In  English,  outside  of  public  school  branches,  we  have 
rhetoric,  requiring  five  months  ;  letter  writing,  requiring  ten 
weeks ;  essay  course,  from  one  to  two  years.  In  mathe- 
matics, we  have  elementary  and  complete  algebra,  requir- 
ing fifteen  months ;  geometry  and  trigonometry,  requring 
ten  months ;  analytics  and  calculus,  requiring  ten  months. 
In  sciences,  physiology,  five  months;  astronomy,  five  months; 
philosophy,  five  months  ;  botany,  five  months ;  chemistry, 
five  months.  The  time  for  our  Latin  course  is  two  or  three 
years,  but  can  be  extended  if  desired. 

We  also  teach  French  when  there  is  a  demand.  There  are 
four  societies  connected  with  the  school,  two  debating,  one 
dramatic,  one  reading  club. 

'  In  our  library  there  are  three  hundred  volumes,  consisting 
of  the  writings  of  almost  all  foremost  English  and  Amer- 
ican authors.  Also  two  large  encyclopsBdias — Chambers' 
and  Americana  Brittanica — and  one  unabridged  dictionary. 

The  enrollments  for  the  past  two  years  are:  1889-90,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-one ;  1890-'91,  one  hundred  and  seveaty- 
one. 

Faculty — K.  Harmon,  B.  S.  principal ;  language,  teacher's 
course,  literature,  common  branches  and  didactics.  C.  H. 
Curd,  B.  S.  M.,  acting  secretary,  mathematics,  natural  scien- 
ces, business  department,  common  bran«bes  and  forensics. 
Miss  Mary  M.  G-reer,  primary  department.  Mrs.  Annie 
Harmon,  intermediate  department.  Mrs.  Susan  Wooldridge, 
art  department.  Miss  Mary  Ivy,  music  and  French.  Miss 
Eckles  Crosley,  telegraphy. 


ACKERMAN    NORMAL   HIGH    SCHOOL. 
F.    M.    MCALLISTER,    PRINCIPAL. 

I  send  under  another  wrapper  a  catalogue  of  our  school, 
and  in  addition  to  what  information  you  may  get  there,  state 
the  following  facts:  School  established  1889;  buildings 
frame,  $2,000 ;  grounds,  3  acres ;  one-half  mile  from  town } 
capacity  for  boarders,  fifty ;  rooms  well  seated ;  Yale  patent 
desks  ;  nonsectarian ;  managed  by  principal. 
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Public  term  in  connection  with  annual  session  of  forty 
weeks. 

We  carry  classes  through  our  departments  and  make  work 
as  thorough. as  possible  in  the  time  devoted  to  each. 

Music. — Piano,  organ,  cornet  and  stringed  instruments. 

Number  pupils  present,  28.  Art,  well  patronized.  Lit- 
erary society,  one,  most  effective  work  done.  Library 
volumes,  200.  Number  enrolment,  1889-'90, 108  ;  in  1890-'91, 
281.  Number  in  high  school  studies  in  1889- '90, 16  ;  num- 
ber in  high  school  studies  in  1890-'91,  85. 

We  sustain  good  classes  in  higher  English,  Rhetoric,  lit- 
erature and  Latin.  In  mathematics,  higher  Arithmetic, 
higher  Algebra,  University  Algebra,  Q-eometry  and  Trigo- 
nometry. 

Our  business  course  is  popular.  Our  department  of 
telegraphy  is  well  patronized. 

We  have  now  128  pupils  in  school,  about  85  boarders. 


BELLEFONTAINE    GRADED    HIGH    SCHOOL. 
W.    M.    DALTON,    PRINCIPAL. 

Established  in  1887  and  chartered  in  1890. 

The  school  has  a  regular  graded  course,  divided  into  twelve 
sections  or  classes  and  embracing  higher  English,  Latin, 
higher  Mathematics,  Natural  Sciences,  Ancient  and  Modern 
History,  Moral  Science  and  Literature. 

A  scientific  course  entitling  the  pupil  to  the  degree  of  B. 
S.,  (Bachelor  of  Science).  The  first  eleven  (11)  sections  of 
the  graded  course  entitles  the  pupil  to  the  degree  of  M.  E. 
L.  (Master  or  Mistress  of  English  Literature.) 

The  commercial  course  embraces  book-keepings  penman- 
ship and  business  laws.  Diplomas  granted  when  the  course 
is  completed. 

The  music  and  art  department  give  an  extended  course  in 
these  branches. 

The  management  is  vested  in  a  Board  of  Directors  and  the 
Faculty. 

The  Principal  of  the  Faculty  has  the  general  supervision 
of  all  the  departments  whether  regular  or  special. 

The  buildings  consists  of  one  room  40  by  50  fedt,  two 
rooms  25  by  40  feet  each  and  one  room  18  by  24  feet  and  is 
ceiled  and  neatly  painted. 

The  class  rooms  are  seated  with  chairs  and  equipped  with 
maps,  charts  and  globes,  also  an  abundance  of  black-board 
space. 
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The  prlDcipal  has  a  cabinet  of  physical  apparatus  worth 
about  $75,  and  a  library  of  200  books,  of  which  the  school 
has  free  use. 

There  are  boarding  facilities  for  one  to  two  hundred 
pupils. 

There  has  been  enrolled  during  the  last  two  years  about 
800  students  in  all.  Buildings  valued  at  $2,000.  The  school 
has  no  endowment  but  is  supported  by  the  local  and  a  liberal 
boarding  patronage. 

Faculty. — W.  M.  Dalton,  Principal  of  Faculty  and  teacher 
in  preparatory  department ;  W.  A.  Wilson,  teacher  in  the 
intermediate  department;  J.  T.  Dalton,  teacher  in  the  pri- 
mary department ;  W.  B.  Ray,  teacher  of  penmanship  ;  W. 
H.  Duke,  teacher  in  the  commercial  department ;  Miss  Mary 
Carter,  music  teacher;  Miss  Alice  Stovall,  librarian. 


BLOUNTVILLE   HIGH   SCHOOL. 

B.    S.   FOSTER,    A.    B.,    PBINOIPAL. 

During  the  fall  of  1885  the  citizens  of  Blountville  or- 
ganized the  Blountville  High  School.  Suitable  lands  were 
secured  and  a  building  erected.  Rev.  T.  S.  Powel,  a  grad- 
uate of  Mississippi  College  and  a  talented  youig  Baptist 
minister,  was  chosen  principal,  and  Miss  Kate  Cavitt,  a 
graduate  of  Central  Female  College,  was  elected  assistant. 
The  school  was  soon  on  a  good  basis  and  doing  thorough 
work.  Unfortunately  the  building  was  burned,  but  another 
was  secured  temporarily  and  the  school  continued.  At  the 
close  of  the  session  a  new  building  was  erected,  and  Prof. 
Jno.  W.  Watson,  one  of  the  best  known  teachers  in  south 
Mississippi,  and  now  Representative  elect  of  Covington 
county,  was  elected  principal,  with  Miss  Estella  Terrel  as 
assistant. 

Prof.  Watson  was  educated  at  the  University  of  Mississipi 
and  Miss  Terrel,  at  Whitworth  college.  During  Prof.  Wat- 
son's administration  the  attendance  was  large,  and  the  work 
done  of  high  order.  He  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Annie  Mc- 
Leod,  a  lady  widely  known  in  this  section  as  an  able  educa- 
tor. 

Miss  McLeod  and  her  sister,  Miss  S.  A.  McLeod,  who  was 
her  assistant  in  the  school,  were  educated  at  Whitworth. 
After  two  successful  sessions  under  Miss  McLeod's  man- 
agement. Prof.  J.  H.  Arrington  assumed  the  principal- 
ship  with  Miss  Mary  Beavers  as  assissant.  Prdf.  Arrington 
is  a  university  man  and  new  representrtive  elect  from  Law- 
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renoe  county.  He  reraained  at  the  helm  and  conducted  the 
school  snccessfnlly  for  the  session. 

Prof.  E.  S.  Foster,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Ala- 
bama, is  now  principal,  and  is  ably  assisted  by  Miss  Lula 
Barnes,  who  was  educated  at  Columbia  high  schoool. 

Blountville  is  a  village  situated  in  the  most  populous  and 
fertile  portion  of  Lawrence  county.  The  school  property 
consists  of  about  10  acres  of  land  well  adapted  to  school 
purposes  and  a  building  not  now  sufficient  to  the  exigencies 
ot  the  school.  All  public  school  branches  are  taught  to  a 
finish,  and  then  the  stadent  is  given  a  two-years  course  in 
Mathematics,  Latin,  Greek,  French  and  English,  preparing 
for  a  freshpnan  class  in  any  of  our  colleges.  The  sessions 
are  ten  months  in  length. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  school,  the  attendance  has 
raised  from  50  to  90  pupils.  The  school  is  being  supported 
by  both  influence  and  money.  The  spirit  of  education  is 
alive  among  the  people,  and  the  future  of  Blountville  High 
School  seems  bright. 


BLUE    SPRINGS    NORMAL    COLLEGE. 

PARTES,    OORNELinS   AND    HILL,  ASSOCIATE   PRINCIPALS. 

Blue   Springs  Normal  College  was   established  October, 

1888,  and  the  school  formerly  opened  November,  1888,  un- 
der the  name  of  Blue  Springs  Normal  High  School. 

The  school  was  placed  under  the  supervision  of  Prof.  M. 
M.  Warren,  of  Tennessee,  for  the  ten  months  ending  June, 

1889,  and  showed  an  enrollment  of  80  in  the  public  school 
and  20  in  the  private  school. 

In  August,  1889,  Prot.  B.  Partee,  ^f  Tate  county,  Missis- 
sippi, was  elected  principal,  the  school  to  begin  October  14, 
1889.  At  the'close  of  the  scholastic  year  in  June,  1890,  the 
enrollment  in  the  public  school  had  reached  111  and  the  pri- 
vate school  40.  In  June^  1890,  Prof.  Partee  was  re-elected, 
and'  the  enrollment  by  June,  1891,  was  145  in  the  public 
school  and  50  in  the  private  school. 

In  August,  1891,  Prof.  Partee  called  to  his  assistance  as 
associate  principals,  Prof.  W.  W.  Cornelius  and  Miss  Leila 
Hill.  The  school  now,  under  the  management  of  these 
teachers,  is  giving  more  extensive  and  better  satisfaction 
than  ever  before.  It  is  not  chartered,  but  will  be  when  the 
Legislature  meets. 

The  building,  when  completed,  will  have  five  rooms*  for 
literary  work,  one  for  music,  one  for  art,  and  one  commer- 
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cial  room,  and  a  chapel  with  a  seating  capacity  of  8850 
square  feet.  The  building  is  valuable,  comfortable  and  con- 
venient. It  is  located  on  a  three-acre  plat  of  ground  one- 
half  a  mile  from  town. 

Ample  provision  is  made  for  boarders  ;  furniture  good  f 
apparatus  not  extensive ;  no  endowment ;  non-sectarian  f 
session  ten  months,  embracing  four  free  school  months  ;  un- 
dei^  permanent  board  of  trustees. 

The  work  of  this  institution  embraces  the  five  following^ 
courses,  viz :  Primary  course,  preparatory  course,  teachers 
course,  and  business  course,  high  school  course,  language 
and  literary  course;  these  corresponding  to  the  preparatory^ 
freshman,  sophomore,  junior  and  senior  classes  in  other  in- 
stitutions of  like  grade,  and  embracing  all  the  public  school 
branches  of  the  public  and  high  schools. 

To  complete  any  one  course  ten  months  is  required,  and 
four  years  to  complete  the  entire  course. 

The  work  in  English  beyond  grammar  and  composition 
embraces-^United  States  history  theory  and  practice 
of  teachings  rhetoric,  logic,  Boman  history,  evidences  of 
Christianity  and  English  history.  In  mathematics,  beyond 
arithmetic,  embraces — Algebra,  geometry,  trigonometry, 
surveying  and  navigation  and  analytical  geometry.  Sciences 
— Physiology,  philosophy,  chemistry,  astronomy,  geology,, 
mental  philosophy,  and  political  economy.  Latin — Gram- 
mar, reader,  Caasar,  Cicero  and  Virgil.  Greek — Grammar,, 
reader,  testament  and  Xenophon.  Modern  Languages — 
German  and  French. 

Debating  society  good,  library  small,  but  well  selected. 

TEAOHIRS  AND  THBIB  WORK. 

Prof.  E.  Partee,  A.  M.,  teacher  of  ancient  and  modern 
languages,  mental  and  moral  philosophy,  and  belles  lettres* 

Prof.  W.  W.  Cornelius,  A.  B.,  teacher  of  mathematics^ 
chemistry  and  natural  philosophy. 

Miss  Leila  Hill,  A.  B.,  teacher  of  intermediate  and  pre- 
paratory  departments. 

,  teacher  of  Calisthenics  and  primaiy  de- 
partment. 

Miss  Madie  Caldwell,  teacher  of  vocal  and  instrumental 
music. 

Miss  Annie  Miller,  teacher  of  drawing  and  painting. 


BRANDON  FEMALE  COLLEGE. 
MISS     F.     A.     JOHNSON,    PRINCIPAL. 

Miss  F.  A.  Johnson,  principal  Latin,  mental  philosophy^ 
physiology  j    Miss  Bonnybel   Williams,    mathematics    and 
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English ;  Miss  Nellie  Shelton,  primary  deparment ;  Miss  T. 
G.  Britt,  vocal  and  instrumental  mnsic. 

Brandon  college  was  chartered  in  1849.  The  building  is 
of  brick,  surrounded  by  extensive  grounds.  The  rooms  are 
furnished  with  desks  and  blackboards,  cyclopedias  and  books 
of  referenoiD.  There  are  maps,  globes,  historical  and  physi- 
ological charts,  and  some  scientific  apparatus  belonging  to 
the  College. 

The  entire  value  of  building,  furniture  and  grounds  is 
estimated  at  $10,000. 

The  sessions  are  nine  months  in  length,  and  the  common 
school  branches  are  taught  without  extra  charge. 

The  common  branches  have  been  thoroughly  taught  and 
very  good'work  done  in  rhetoric,  ancient  history,  English  and 
American  literature,  mental  and  moral  philosophy,  algebra, 
geometry  and  astronomy.  Some  good  work  has  been  done 
in  Latin. 

Yearly  enrollment  during  past  five  years  about  eighty. 
Number  in  high  school  grades,  from  fifteen  to  twenty.  Time 
required  to  complete  high  school  studies  from  three  to  four 
years. 

The  music  department,  under  the  management  of  Mrs.  T. 
G-.  Britt  has  been  quite  prosperous  and  the  pupils  have  done 
excellent  work. 

The  school  is  not  denominational.  It  is  supported  by  the 
school  fund  and  by  fees  charged  for  high  school  studies. 

There  is  no  boarding  department  connected  with  the  col- 
lege, and  but  little  patronage  from  a  distance. 


BROOKSVILLE    HIGH    SCHOOL- 

J.    O.    OLENN,   PRINCIPAL. 

Brooksville  high  school  was  established  in  1881,  chartered 
January,  1886.  It  has  two  frame  buildings  valued  at  $1  000, 
In  the  boarding  house  and  private  families  that  take  board- 
ers, there  is  capacity  for  fifty.  Furniture  in  school  rooms 
including  patent  desks,  maps,  etc.,  valued  at  $160.  It  is 
non-sectarian,  managed  by  permanent  trustees,  and  taught 
during  free  term  as  public  school ;  session  being  ten  months. 

ACADEMIC   COURSE. 

Spelling,  reading,  U.  S.  history,  higher  arithmetic,  gram- 
mar, geography,  first  lessons  in   natural   philosophy,  Latin 
grammar. 
B-20 
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oollbgiatb  0our8e. — ^tibst  yxab. 

First  Term. — Algebra,  elementary,  rhetoric,  physiology, 
Latin  grammar,  G-roek  grammar,  analysis  and  English  exer- 
cises. 

Second  Term. — Algebra,  elementary,  physical  geography, 
natural  philosophy,  Caesar,  Greek  grammar,  English  exer- 
cises. 

SICOND   TEAB. 

First  Term — Algebra,  university ;  history,  universal ; 
Xenophon's  anabasis  and  Greek  prose,  Yirgil  and  Latin 
prose,  English  and  American  literature. 

Second  Term. — Algebra,  university  ;  chemistry,  Herodotus 
and  Greek  prose,  Cicero's  orations  and  Latin  prose,  ancient 
geography,  English  exercises. 

THIRD   TEAB. 

First  Term — G-eometry  and  surveying,  elements  of  criti- 
cism, mental  philosophy,  geology,  Homer  and  G-i*eek  prose, 
Horace  and  Latin  prose,  English  exercise. 

Second  Term. — G-eometry  and  surveying,  logic,  moral 
philosophy,  G-overment  class  book,  Demosthenes  de  Corona 
and  G-reek  prose,  Livy  and  Latin  prose,  zoology. 

We  also  have  music  and  art  departments. 

FACULTY. 

J.  O.  G-lenn,  B.  S.,  A.  B.,  instructor  in  the  higher  branches ; 
Miss  Eppe  Morgan,  teacher  of  primary  and  academic 
branches;  Miss  Annie  Bell,  music  teacher;  Miss  G-lennie 
Calmes,  art  teacher. 

The  school  is  in  a  better  condition  now  than  it  has  been  in 
the  three  years  past.  The  present  faculty  was  elected  at 
beginning  of  this  session. 


CALEDONIA    ACADEMY. 
B.   T.   LAWBBNOS,   PBINOIPAL. 

Caledonia  Academy  was  established  in  1872,  but  is  not 
chartered. 

It  now  consists  of  one  substantial  frame  building  with 
three  rooms,  valued  at  about  $500,  situated  in  an  oak  grove 
of  5  acres. 

All  the  rooms  are  furnished  with  very  good  double  desks. 
Ko  scientific  apparatus.  No  endowment  fund.  Trustees 
elected  yearly.    Length  of  session,  eight  months. 
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The  branches  taught  are  mainly  the  public  school  branches, 
one  class  of  ten  beginning  Latin,  one  class  of  six  studying 
Algebra. 

Enrolment  1889-'90  was  90;  enrolment  1890-'91  was  108. 
The  enrolment  so  far  for  1891-'92  is  only  68.  The  number 
I  doubt  not,  will  reach  100  in  the  winter  months. 

One  class  of  ten  in  Latin ;  one  class  of  five  in  algebra ; 
one  class  of  ten  in  physiology ;  a  class  last  year  of  eight  in 
natural  philosophy. 

Faculty. — B.  T.  Lawrence,  principal ;  Miss  Dora  Sessions, 
:first  assistant ;  Miss  Ida  McKissiok,  second  assistant. 


CARROLLTON   MALE' ACADEMY. 
R.    B.   SMITH,  B.  S.,  PRINOIPAL. 

This  school  was  established  in  1866.  The  building  is  large 
and  roomy,  being  constructed  on  the  ancient  plan  of  archi- 
tecture. It  has  two  stories,  the  lower  being  the  one  used  for 
school  purposes ;  the  upper  by  the  Masons,  who  own  and 
control  the  whole  property  and  appoint  trustees  for  the 
school. 

The  cost  of  the  structure  was  $7,000.  New  desks  have 
been  ordered  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  have  the  school 
thoroughly  equipped  in  every  department. 

All  pupils  are  kept  in  the  main  study  hall,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  principal  himself,  and  classes  are  sent  to 
the  recitation  rooms. 

All  boarders  will  be  provided  for  at  reasonable  rates  in 
private  families.  During  the  free  term  each  pupil  is  given 
•credit  on  his  bill  of  tuition  for  the  amount  of  money  to  which 
he  may  be  entitled. 

^  The  work  done  in  this  school  is  thorough.  There  are 
three  courses  sustained  :  Primary,  preparatory  and  acad- 
emical.  The  primary  and  preparatory  departments  are  con- 
fined almost  exclusively  to  the  public  school  branches.  The 
following  is  the  work  of  the  academic  course:  First  year — 
Latin  grammar  Caesar,  Sallust,  university  algebra,  geometry^ 
trigonometry,  philosophy,  physiology,  chemistry,  debating 
and  essays.  Second  year — Cicero,  Ovid,  Virgil,  analytics, 
calculus;  book-keeping,  botany,  geology,  zoology,  astronomy, 
ancient  history  and  literature. 

There  were  over  eighty |pupils  in  attendance  last  term,  and 
prospects  are)  much  brighter  this  year  than  they  were  last. 
This  is  only  the  second  year  under  the  present  management. 

The  G-eorgia  Pacific  Bailroad  renders  Carrollton  an  ao- 


808  High  Sohools  and  Collegbs. 

cessible  point,  and  there  is  not  a  healthier  or  more  pleasant 
place  in  the  state. 


CENTRAL    MISSISSIPPI    INSTITUTE. 
REV.   A.   H.    MEOKLIN,   PRESIDENT. 

This  Institute  is  located  at  French  Camp,  Miss.  It  wa& 
established  in  1886  by  the  Presbytery  of  Central  Mississippi, 
with  the  idea  of  furnishing  the  best  educational  facilities  for 
their  daughters  at  a  minimum  cost.    It  was  chartered  at  the 

same  time. 

To  the  indomitable  energy  and  excellent  management  of 
Eev.  T.  L.  Haman,  of  Yaiden,  the  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  is  largely  due  the  great  measure  of  success  to 
which  the  enterprise  has  been  conducted. 

Beginning  without  money,  and  with  no  special  interest 
from  the  outside,  by  the  accumulation  of  littles,  the  board 
is  now  in  possession  of  a  beautifuj  and  desirable  property 
costing  over  $6,000. 

The  '*  Dormitory  "  presents  a  front  130  feet,  two  stories, 
with  three  wings  running  back  fifty  feet  each.  It  is  beau- 
tifully situated  on  a  slight  eminence,  and  affords  accommo- 
dation for  76  boarders. 

The  College  is  a  building  45x82  feet,  two  stories.  The* 
whole  lower  floor  is  an  audience  hall.  Above  are  the  school 
apartments.  The  building  is  exceptionally  well  lighted, 
and  has  a  scientific  system  of  ventilation  and  heating.  The 
school  is  supplied  with  maps,  charts,  globes  and  various 
aids  to  study. 

It  does  not  incorporate  the  public  school,  nor  has  it  any 
endowment.  Instruction  is  classified  as  preparatory  and 
collegiate.  The  preparatory  department,  embraces  six 
grades  of  one  year  each,  in  which  pupils  are  thoroughly 
drilled  in  reading,  spelling,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography^ 
grammar,  etc. 

The  collegiate  department  comprises  four  courses,  viz: 
Classical,  English,  normal  and  business.  The  first  leads  to 
the  degree  of  A.  B. ;  the  second  to  that  of  M.  B.  L. 

The  classical  course  includes  Latin,  mathematics,  mental, 
moral  and  physical  sciences,  history  and  belles  lettres. 

The  M.  E.  L.  course   is   the  same  as  classical,  omitting 

Latin. 

The  normal  course  makes  a  specialty  of  those  branches 
taught  in  she  public  schools. 

The  business  course  gives  instruction  in  single  and  double 
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entry  book-keeping,  business  rules  and  commercial  arithme- 
tic. 

Latin  extends  through  four  years  and  embraces  usual 
routine  through  Horace.  Mathematics  extends  throughout 
the  entire  course  and  embraces  trigonometry.  Five  months 
are  allotted  to  each  of  the  sciences,  while  the  study  of  history 
extends  through  three  years,  of  belles  lettres,  five  years. 
The  Bible  is  part  of  the  curriculum  throughout  the  whole 
course.  Greeks  modern  languages,  music^  art,  elocution, 
stenography,  typewriting,  are  elective  and  pursued  ad  Zi6i- 
tum.  , 

The  library  of  the  college  is  small,  but  at  present  the  stu- 
dents have  access  to  the  well  selected  library  of  the  princi- 
pal. 

Last  year  the  number  pursuing  Latin  was  82  ]  higher 
arithmetic,  35 ;  algebra,  26;  geometry,  8  ;  sciences,  43;  his- 
tory, 35  ;  belles-lettres,  45 ;  modern  languages,  2  ;  stenogra- 
phy, 6  ;  music,  38  ;  art,  26  ;  typewriting,  2. 


CLEAR    CREEK    NORMAL   ACADEMY. 
H.    R.    WHITTEN,   PBINOIPAL. 

Brief  History Established  November  25,  1889.     H.   E. 

Whitten  and  W.  G.  Austin  were  co-principals,  and  Miss  Alice 
Hyatt  was  teacher  of  music  and  assistant  in  literary  depart- 
ment. 

The  growth  of  the  school  has  been  steady  and  permanent. 
Enrolment  first  session,  was  45 ;  second  session,  81 ;  third 
session,  for  first  two  months,  has  reached  70,  with  a  prospect 
of  150  for  the  sefiTsion. 

The  location  is  a  desirable  one,  10  miles  west  from  Oxford, 
Miss.,  in  Lafayette  county. 

The  buildings  are  beautifully  located  on  22  acres  of  land^ 
leased  by  the  principal,  H.  E.  Whitten,  for  a  term  of  fifty 
years.  He  has  adopted  the  policy  of  sub-leasing  lots  to  par- 
ties who  desire  to  build.  Several  valuable  buildings  have 
been  erected  on  the  school  grounds  within  the  past  few 
months. 

Morgan ville  bids  fair  to  be  one  of  the  most  attractive  and 
prosperous  school  towns  in  the  State. 

School  is  not  chartered.  Number  of  buildings,  one;  kind 
of  buildings,  frame ;  value  of  buildings,  S2;000 ;  size  of 
grounds,  22  acres ;  capacity  for  boarders,  125.  School  fur- 
nished with  chairs,  patent  desks,  etc.  Number  of  volumes 
in  library,  225.     No  scientific   apparatus.     No   endowment 
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fund.  Not  sectarian.  Not  managed  by  permanent  trustees. 
Literary  and  Debating  Societies  in  good  working  order. 

Classification  of  instruction  given.  Free  school  cnrricn- 
Inm  tanght  to  its  fullest  extent. 

High  school  studies — Ehetoric  and  English  literature, 
,  algebra,  geometry,  trigonometry,  book-keeping,  geology, 
astronomy,  chemistry,  botany,  political  economy.  Full 
course  given  in  Latin^  French  and  G-erman. 

Besides  above  mentioned  studies,  instruction  is  also  given 
in  music,  art,  elocution,  short-hand  and  type-writing. 

Statistics. — Number  in  mathematics  beyond  arithmetic,  14; 
Number  in  Latin,  9 ;  Number  in  G-reek,  none ;  Number  in 
modern  languages,  none ;  Number  in  sciences,  12 ;  Number 
in  music,  16 ;  Number  in  elocution,  14 ;  Number  in  art,  10 ; 
Number  in  short-hand,  none. 

Faculty,  Second  Year. — H.  E.  Whitten,  principal  and 
teacher  of  natural,  moral  and  mental  sciences  and  higher 
mathematics  ;  Miss  Laeta  Durham,  literature,  languages, 
short-hand,  type-writing  and  art;  Miss  Agnes  Durham, 
music ;  Miss  Howard  Knox,  elocution ;  Miss  Ella  Mabry, 
assistant,  primary  department. 


COOPER    NORMAL  COLLEGE. 

Is  a  Literary  and  Teachers  School,  situated  at  Daleville, 
Lauderdale  county,  Mississippi,  Tom  F.  McBeath,  President. 

A  private  institution,  undenoni national,  was  established  in 
1866  by  Prof.  J.  L.  Cooper,  and  chartered  under  the  name 
of  Cooper  Institute.  In  1885  it  paRsed  into  the  hands  of  a  stock 
company  and  was  re-chartered  in  1886  under  the  name 
of  Cooper  Normal  College.  In  1888  it  was  purchased  by  its 
present  owners,  Messrs.  McBeath  &  Ellis.  The  college  prop- 
erty consists  of  the  college  buildings  and  furniture,  two 
large  boarding  houses  capable  of  accommodating  about  50 
boarders  each ;  one  for  young  la'lios,  the  other  for  young 
men,  with  other  buildings,  and  180  acres  of  land,  total  value 
about  $20,000.00.  Most  of  the  buildings  are  new,  hav^ing 
been  built  since  the  fire  of  Nov.  4,  1888.  The  college  build- 
ing is  well  supplied  with  new  furniture,  and  the  recitation 
rooms  with  school  apparatus.  The  assembly  hall,  capacity 
500,  is  seated  with  chairs.  There  are  two  libraries,  one 
for  young  ladies,  the  other  for  young  men,  the  former  with 
about  2,000  volumes,  the  other  4,000.  Within  the  college 
building  proper  are  two  large  and  well  furnished  laborato- 
ries, one  for  chemistry,  and  the  other  for  physics.  The  lat- 
ter contains,  besides   the   usual  apparatus,  such  as   electric 
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machines,  air-pumps,  galvanic  batteries,  etc.,  with  their 
accessories,  a  complete  outfit  for  solar  projection,  consisticg 
of  a  fine  solar  stereopticon,  and  solar  microscope  with  a  mag- 
nifying power  of  from  100  to  1600  diameters.  The  school 
is  located  in  one  of  the  healthiest  and  most  picturesque  por- 
tons  of  the  State,  and  is  eight  miles  from  the  nearest  rail- 
road station  with  which  however  it  is  connected  by  a  daily 
mail.  The  surroundings,  natural  and  social,  are  all  that 
could  be  desired  The  yearly  session  begins  the  first  Tues- 
day in  September,  and  continues  forty  weeks.  School  week 
begins  with  Tuesday  and  ends  with  Saturday,  Monday  being 
the  "  off''  day  and  devoted  to  literature  and  field  work  in  the 
natural  sciences.  The  work  of  the  school  is  divided  into 
three  departments,  as  follows  : 

I.      PRIMARY  AND  PREPARATORY. 

This  department  includes  the  public  school  branches,  ex- 
cept physics  and  physiology,  and  is  divided  into  seven 
grades,  covering  a  period  of  seven  years. 

II.      HIGH   SCHOOL  AND   OOLLEGIATI  DIPARTlfXNT. 

Time  six  years,  divided  as  follows  : 

Students 
Branches.  Years.       1 891 -'92. 

Algebra 2  80 

Geometry  and  Conic  Sections 1  25 

Trigonometry  and  Astronomy 1  10 

Analytics 1  5 

Physiology 1  35 

Physics    2  85 

Chemistry 1  15 

Botany 2  86 

English  Language  and  Literature 6  75 

Bhetorio 1  26 

Logic 1  7 

G-eneral  History 1  15 

Latin   2  28 

Greek 1  5 

Spanish 2  12 

German 2 

m.      TSAOHBRS'   TRAINING,  OR  NORMAL  DIPARTMENT. 

Time,  three  years,  as  follows : 

Students 
Branches.  Years.        1891-^. 

Review  of  Public  School  Branches 1  40 

Algebra 2  28 


2 

21 

1 

80 

2 

88 

1 

16 

1 

16 

8 

40 

1 

40 

1 

23 

8 

80 
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Geometrjr 

Physiology 

Psychology , 

History  of  Bdaoation  and  Educational  The- 
ories   

Theory  and  Practice  of  Teaching 

English  Literature 

Methods  and  School  Management 

Physics 

Yocal  Music  and  Drawing 

Total  enrollment  per  year  for  past  five  years  has  been  as 
follows:  1887-'88,  126;  1888-'89,  173;  1889-'90,  226; 
1890-'91,  216 ;  1891-'92,  to  date  (Nov.  1),  181.  These  figures 
indicate  the  local  and  primary  pupils.  From  80  to  40  take 
music  and  art.  No  record  from  which  to  make  accurate  re- 
ports of  these  studies. 

Especial  attention  is  given  in  the  Normal  department  to 
the  training  of  teachers  for ,  happy  and  successful  work  in 
our  public  schools.  This  department  is  increasing  annually 
in  interest  and  numbers^  and  though  it  sends  out  yearly 
many  teachers  to  different  parts  of  the  State,  the  demand  is 
still  far  in  advance  of  the  supply. 


CUMBERLAND   NORMAL   INSTITUTE. 
J.  B.  BBOWN,  PBINOIPAL. 

Cumberland  Normal  Institute  is  situated  at  Cumberland, 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Webster  county,  seven  miles  from  the 
Georgia  Pacific  Eailroad. 

It  was  organized  as  a  high  school  in  1878,  by  the  citizens 
of  the  community  as  stockholders,  and  since  its  organization 
has  been  under  the  control  of|  the  stockholders,  though  its 
management  has  been  generally  in  the  hands  of  the  principal. 
It  does  not  recognize  the  public  school  as  such,  though  the 
texts  in  the  public  school  curriculum  are  thoroughly  taught. 
The  objects  of  the  Institution  are :  First,  to  give  the  pupils 
of  either  sex  a  thorough  and  practical  English  education ; 
second,  to  equip  pupils  to  en.ter  the  higher  classes  of  colleges 
and  universities  and  complete  the  course  therein  in  a  short 
time. 

The  school  has  no  endowment  fand.  The  buildings  are 
substantial,  rather  than  elegant ;  the  seating  capacity  is  200; 
there  are  four  rooms,  well  seated  and  well  arranged  to  an- 
swer the  ends  of  teaching.  The  school-house  lot  is  a  block 
of  four  acres.     There  are  charts,  maps  and  globes,  and  under 
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present  management  further  apparatus  will   be  purchased, 
;and  other  equipments  added  another  year. 

The  institution  has  its  charter,  and  when  chartered  pos- 
sessed the  rights  and  privileges  usually  granted  by  charter 
to  schools,  of  like  character.  The  library  contains  200  vol- 
umes. This  is  being  increased  gradually ;  the  object  in  view 
is  to  have  finally  a  choice  library  of  well-selecucd  books,  to 
^answer  the  purpose  of  a  larger  one  in  which  the  books  are 
•of  a  general  nature. 

The  literary  society  is  conducted  as  a  reading  club,  and  is 
:an  excellent  feature  of  the  school. 

There  are  extensive  courses  in  mathematics,  English  and 
Latin.  Modern  languages  and  G-reek  are  not  taught.  The 
music  class  is  in  charge  of  a  competent  and  successful  teacher. 

The  following  schedule  will  reveal  the  work  done  in  the 
•different  courses : 

Mathematics — Practical  and  comprehensive  arithmetic,  ele- 
mentary algebra,  geometry,  trigonometry,  analytical  geome- 
try, differential  and  integral  calculus. 

English — Grammar,  composition,  rhetoric,  outlining  and 
^analysis,  written  essays  and  debates,  logic,  criticism,  studies 
in  the  works  of  leading  poets  and  of  prose  writers. 

History — History  of  Mississippi,  history  of  United  States, 
history  of  England,  history  of  France,  history  of  Greece, 
history  of  Eome,  general  historical  review  with  Gilman's 
general  history  as  guide  in  the  investigation  of  topics. 

Sciences — Physiology,  philosophy,  chemistry,  geology,  as- 
tronomy, botany. 

JOatin — First  reading  lessons,  grammar,  CsBsar,  Virgil- 
Further  course  not  yet  arranged. 

There  is  a  special  commercial  course.  The  regular  session 
is  ten  scholastic  months.  As  the  name  indicates  the  school 
is  a  normal  school ;  the  teachers  are  normal  teachers ;  the 
methods  are  normal  methods,  and  the  management  is  normal 
management. 

Further  information  may  be  gathered  from  the  appended 
tabulation. 

No.  of  students  to  November  1,  1891,  110. 

Texts  above  public  schools — Ehetoric,  8,  time  studied  6 
months ;  philosophy  22,  5  months ;  geometry  4,  5  months ; 
trigonometry  7,  4  months ;  Latin  4,  30  months ;  botany  16, 
4  months  ;  music  9 ;  history . 

Faculty — J.  B.  Brown,  higher  branches ;  Miss  Annie  L. 

Brown,  intermediates;  ,  primary;  Miss  Ada  B.Neblett, 

music. 
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DEASONVILLE   HIGH   SCHOOL. 


R.  OILDART,  PRINOIPAL. 


This  school  is  situated  in  Yazoo  county,  Mississippi,  and 
was  organized  under  a  charter  granted  March  6, 1888,  naming 
the  following  permanent  trustees :  N.  A.  Brown,  Dr.  C.  E. 
Henderson,  M.  C.  Bwing,  E.  B.  Pepper  and  K.  W.  Exum. 

The  school  was  established  and  placed  in  working  con- 
dition with  Prof.  G.  W.  Batherly  as  principal,  on  October 
1,  1889,  with  an  enrollment  of  thirty-six  pupils.  The  man- 
agement having  in  the  meantime  purchased  a  plot  of  two 
acres  of  ground,  and  erected  thereon  a  good,  substantial 
building  60x30  feet  in  two  rooms.  The  building  is  well  ven- 
tilated in  both  departments  and  well  supplied  with  good 
school  furniture  and  heating  facilities.  The  property  is  free 
from  all  pecuniary  incumbrances,  and  situated  in  a  healthy 
and  desirable  locality. 

The  term  of  sessions  was  fixed  at  ten  months,  which  has 
been  maintained  to  the  present  time. 

The  second  term  began  September  1,  1889,  with  Prof.  J.. 
S.  Johnston  as  principal,  and  an  enrollment  of  thirty-eight 
pupils,  and  like  the  first  session  was  carried  to  a  successful 
termination.  The  present  session  began  September  1,  with 
an  enrollment  of  forty  pupils. 

The  school  is  taught  as  a  public  school  during  the  term  of 
public  schools  in  the  county. 

As  far  as  practicable  the  system  of  graded  schools  has  been 
adopted  by  the  present  management  with  the  diary  system 
of  record  as  a  special  feature.  The  public  school  curriculum 
of  the  State  has  been  adopted  for  the  entire  term,  with  ad- 
dition of  higher  mathematics,  i.  e.,  algebra  and  elements  of 
geometry.  A  preparatory  course  in  Latin  and  descriptive 
astronomy.  The  music  department,  with  an  enrollment  of 
ten  pupils,  is  under  the  management  of  Miss  Eebecca  Ellison. 

With  past  experience  and  success,  and  with  the  advan- 
tages of  being  located  in  a  highly  intelligent  atid  prosperous 
community;  the  school  promises  to  take  high  rank  among 
the  educationiil  enterprises  of  the  state. 


DELAY  HIGH  SCHOOL. 
G.   D.   BROWN,   PRINOIPAL. 


Located  at  Belay,  Lafayette  county,  Miss.  The  school 
was  permanently  established  in  the  fall  of  1889,  and  put  in 
charge  of  the  present  principal,  at  the  time  just  from  the 
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state  university.  In  Janaary,  1890,  the  school  was  formally 
chartered,  with  fourteen  of  the  leading  citizens  appointed  as 
trustees  of  the  institution,  two  of  whose  terms  expire  at  the 
close  of  each  scholastic  year,  two  others  elected  by  the  board 
at  the  same  time  to  fill  the  vacancies. 

The  only  property  owned  by  the  school  at  present  is  one 
two-story  building  with  study-hall  and  recitation  room.  The 
school  ib  located  12  miles  from  the  state  university,  in  the 
most  fertile  section  of  Lafayette  county,  and  one  of  its  aims 
is  to  be  a  feeder  of  the  university  when  students  desire  a 
more  extensive  course  than  is  laid  out  in  our  curriculum. 
Ten  months  is  the  length  of  the  school  term,  run  as  a  tree 
school  for  four  months. 

The  capacity  for  boarding  pupils  at  present  is  about 
twenty-five.     There  were  eighteen  in  attendance  last  year. 

The  school  is  divided  into  three  .departments.  The  high 
school  department  takes  up  the  work  where  the  interme- 
diate stops,  and  starting  with  a  pretty  thorough  knowledge  of 
declensions  and  conjunctions  in  Latin «  and  the  same  in  G-reek, 
if  it  is  taken  ;  the  books  of  Caesar,  Virgil,  Cicero,  Livy  and 
Homer  are  then  read.  Algebra  is  then  followed  by  geom- 
etry, trigonometry,  analytical  and  spherical  geometry.  The 
work  in  English  embraces  essentials  (Whitney),  rhetoric, 
Anglo-Saxon,  history  of  the  language,  English  Literature, 
American  poets  and  Shakspeare's  plays;  mental  and  moral 
philosophy  and  political  economy  are  studied  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  course.  Chemistry  is  not  attempted  at  all,  nor 
philosophy  beyond  the  free  school  course.  A  short  course 
in  astronomy  is  given  if  a  scholar  is  well  prepared.  This 
course  is  completed  in  two  years. 

The, enrollment  the  first  year  of  the  school  was  about  85. 
The  second  year  104,  and  this  year  will  perhaps  reach  125. 
As  many  as  20  are  doing  work  in  Latin,  and  the  class  in  ad- 
vanced English,  higher  algebra  and  geometry  are  doing  good 
work.       • 


DIXON    HIGH    SCHOOL. 
BOLTB   HUNT,   PRINCIPAL. 

This  school  is  located  at  Dixon,  Neshoba  county.  Miss. 
Bolfe  Hunt,  principal,  instructor  in  English,  Greek  and 
Latin ;  Ida  B.  B.  Brockman,  instructor  in  mathematics  and 
sciences ;  Amelia  Dominick,  instructor  in  music  and  elocu- 
tion; John  M.  McDowell,  instructor  in  primary  depart- 
ment. 

This  is  an  institution  for  the  co-education  of  the  sexes. 
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The  buildiDg  is  sixty  by  forty,  two  stories  high,  and  so  par- 
titioned and  fnrnished  with  stairways  as  to  adapt  it  to  the 
dual  nature  of  the  class. 

The  school  was  taken  under  the  control  of  the  ^'  Hunt  & 
Huddleston  College  Faculty  Association/'  October,  1890, 
and  enjoys  the  benefits  oi  their  liberal  charter.  It  was  or- 
ganized for  its  first  session's  work  as  an  auxiliary  to  Hunt 
&  Huddleston  College  by  the  present  principal,  who  was 
their  secretary  of  the  Association.  Ida  B.  B.  Brockman, 
A.  B.,  was  the  first  assistant. 

The  enrollment  for  the  first  session  reached  eighty,  while 
the  probability  is  that  the  enrollment  for  the  present  (sec- 
ond) session  will  exceed  a  hundred. 

While  quite  a  number  of  those  who  have  entered  have 
passed  over  grammar  and  composition  and  parallel  studies, 
the  principal  has,  upon  careful  examination^  found  it  expe- 
dient to  relegate  the  majority  of  them  to  classes  where  they 
fet  more  extended  instruction  and  practical  drill  in  these 
ranches.  The  faculty'keep  before  them  the  importance  of 
developing,  informing  and  refining  the  mind,  of  giving  each 
student  a  proper  appreciation  of  his  possibilities,  of  instill- 
ing into  him  a  love  of  truth,  of  imbuing  him  with  noble 
aspirations^  and  of  sending  him  into  the  world  determined 
to  make  the  most  of  himself  and  of  the  world. 

The  institution  has  so  increased  in  popular  favor  as  to  en- 
able the  principal  to  commence  the  second  annual  session 
with  four  instructors,  giving  sixty  minutes  to  the  recitation 
in  high  school  branches.  The  session  is  divided  into  three 
terms  of  thirteen  weeks  each.  It  runs  as  a  free  school  dur- 
ing four  months  of  the  year,  but  the  county  funds  have 
been  too  meagre  to  be  of  much  benefit  up  to  the  present. 

The  young  gentlemen  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  Alexan- 
drian Literary  Society ;  the  young  ladies  of  the  Lesbian. 
The  societies  up  to  date  own  about  forty  volumes  of  stand- 
ard literature,  and  have  free  access  to  many  more.* 

Yalue  of  buildings  and  grounds^  $1,000. 


EAST    MISSISSIPPI    v^EMALE    COLLEGE. 
0.  W.  ANDERSON,  PBESIDBNT,  MEBIDIAN. 

This  school  entered  upon  its  twenty-first  session  Septem- 
ber 2,  1891,  having  continued  without  interruption  as  a 
chartered  institution  of  high  standard  since  its  foundation 
and  opening  in  1871.  It  is  situated  on  one-half  block 
between  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streets  and  Twenty-third  and 
Twenty-fourth  avenues. 
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The  main  bnilding  is  of  brick,  with  iron  roof,  compriRing 
two  large  study  and  concert  hallS;  and  affording  room  for 
eighty  boarders.  Preparatory  hall,  calisthenic  hall  and 
mnsic  hall,  all  good  frame  baildings,  are  separate,  but  situa- 
ted in  same  enclosure  as  main  building.  Estimated  value 
of  property  and  equipments,  about  $27,000. 

The  school  is  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Anntlal  Conference  of  the  M.  B.  Church,.  South,  and 
has  a  permanent  board  of  trustees,  composed  of  ministers 
and  laymen.  Sessions  open  the  first  Wednesday  in  Septem- 
ber, and  close  the  first  Wednesday  in  June. 

The  educational  work  of  the  institution  comprises  all  of 
common  and  high  school  branches,  and  a  full  collegiate 
course,  as  follows : 

Five  years'  course  in  English,  history  and  literature,  and 
Anglo-Saxon. 

Five  years'  course  in  mathematics,  including  arithmetic, 
algebra,  geometry,  trigonometry,  analytics. and  calculus. 

Four  years'  course  in  Latin. 

Three  years'  course  in  German  an  French. 

Five  years'  course  in  physical  sciences. 

Four  years'  course  in  instrumental  music. 

One  year  in  philosophy. 

Elocution  and  art  departments  of  high  standard.  A  good 
literary  society  is  in  successful  operation.  Library  con- 
tains about  400  volumes  of  select  literary  and  reference 
works. 

INEOLLMENT. 

Average  enrollment,  about 125 

Number  in  1890-'91  studying— 

Higher  English,  mathematics  and  sciences 68 

Latin 84 

German ^ 

French 1^ 

Art II 

Anglo-Saxon 25 

Special  elocution 18 

Special  vocal  music 11 

Instrumental  music 33 

The  standard  is  being  continually  raised  to  meet  every 
demand.  All  work  is  done  on  strictly  scientific  principles. 
Students  are  required  to  stand  written  examinations  on  all 
subjects  and  promoted  only  when  their  work  merits  the 
standard  mark. 
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EDWARD    McGEHEE    COLLEGE. 
REV.    H.   WALTER   FEATHER8TUN,   PRINCIPAL. 

This  iDstitutioD,  formerly  known  as  "Wqodville  Female 
Seminary,"  was  founded  by  the  Hon.  Edward  McGrehee  and 
donated  to  the  Mississippi  Conference,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South,  its  charter  bearing  date,  May  2,  1861.  On 
May  6, 1890,  by  act  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  its  name  was 
changed,  in  honor  of  its  noble  founder,  to  Edward  McGehee 
College^  and  Eev.  H.  Walter  Featherstun  was  elected  Pres- 
ident. 

Edward  McG-ehee  College  is  beautifully  located  in  the 
town  of  Woodville,  Wilkinson  county,  Mississippi.  Wood- 
ville  is  a  splendid  old  town  of  about  1,000  inhabitants,  well 
supplied  with  churches,  and  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  most 
cultured  and  moral  communities  of  the  South.  It  is  the 
Athens  of  Mississippi.  It  is  situated  on  a  branch  of  the  L. 
N.,  O.  &  T.  E.  E.,  ("Mississippi  Valley/')  which  connects 
with  the  main  line  at  Slaughter,  La.  Its  elevation  is  450 
feet  higher  than  the  Mississippi  Eiver  at  its  usual  stage. 
The  college  stai^ds  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  most  magnifi- 
cent natural  parks  in  America,  the  campus  covering  about 
20  acres,  and  the  buildings  being  elegant,  imposing,  ample 
and  well  adapted.  They  consist  of  three  distinct  but  con- 
nected buildings ;  joue  of  which  is  four  stories  high,  includ- 
ing basement,  and  the  other  two  are  two  stories.  They  are 
built  of  wood  and  contain  thirty-nine  rooms. 

It  has  a  primary,  an  academic  and  a  collegiate  department ; 
the  latter  covering  four  years,  and  giving  instruction  in 
English,  modern  languages,  mathematics  and  the  sciences. 

For  the  year  1890-'91  the  matriculation  was  as  follows  : 

Graduating  class 4 

Undergraduates — ^regular.  ^ 83 

Music — Piano 18 

Violin 4 

.    Vocal 6 

Art 5 

Modern  languages — French 12 

Spanish 1 

Elocution 15 


Whole  number  of  matriculates 147 

Whole  number  of  pupils  counting  no  one  twice. .....     92 

The  pupils  in  the  literary  departments  were  classified  as 
follows : 

Collegiates 37 
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Academics  (bigh  school) 37 

Primaries ^ 9 

Total 83 

The  present  faculty  is  as  follows :  Eev.  H.  Walter  Feath- 
^rstnn,  President,  lecturer'  on  the  sciences  and  Professor  of 
Oreek  and  Spanish ;  Mrs.  Emily  W.  Featherstun,  Vice-Pres- 
ident, principal  of  art  and  music  departments,  and  teacher 
of  French  ;  Mrs.  Lucie  B.  Watt,  A.  M.,  mathematics ;  Miss 
Jessie  B.  Wright,  A.  B.,  Latin  and  helles-lettres  and  history ; 
Miss  Hallie  E.  Galloway,  Mus.  B.,  music — ^piano  and  violin ; 
Miss  Mary  Henry,  principal  of  primary  and  academic  de- 
partments, and  teacher  of  elocution ;  Miss  Mattie  Yarbrough, 
B.  S.,  assistant  in  primary  and  academic  departments;  Mrs. 
L.  Annie  Quin,  matron ;  Dr.-  E.  L.  MoGehee,  college  phy- 
sician. 


EUPORA  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 
D.    HARMON,   PRINCIPAL. 

This  school  is  situated  at  Eupora,  Miss.;  was  organized  Sep- 
tember 7,  1891,  with  about  100  pupils  in  attendance.  New 
two-story  frame  building,  valued  at  $2,000  ;  over  two  acres 
in  school  grounds. 

Sessions  ten  months;  fred  term  is  taught  as  a  public 
school.  All  the  public  school  branches  are  taught  beyond 
which  in  English,  literature  and  criticism ;  in  mathematics, 
algebra,  geometry,  surveying,  and  Calculus;  in  science, 
physiology,  philosophy,  botany,  chemistry,  astronc^y  and 
geology ;  in  Latin  Cadsar,  Virgil,  and  Cicero.  Ten  weeks 
given  to  each  branch. 


FRENCH   CAMP  ACADEMY. 

rev:  j.  a.  meokun,  principal. 

The  French  Camp  Academy  was  established  in  October, 
1886,  by  the  Central  Mississippi  Presbytery,  (Southern  Pres- 
byterian.) 

It  was  designed  to  furnish  the  best  possible  preparation 
for  business  or  the  higher  college  classes,  at  the  most  mod- 
erate rates,  and  with  the  best  moral  surroundings.  Char- 
tered soon  after  its  establishment ;  the  academy   opened  in 
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Jannary,  1886,  without  a  building  of  its  own,  with  no  re- 
sources, and  with  the  insignificant  patronage  of  twenty-five 
pupils.  Since  that  time  the  board  of  trustees,  through  its 
financial  agent,  Bev.  T.  L.  Haman,  has  acquired  property  to 
the  value  of  |4;500.  This  consists  of  seventeen  acres  of 
land,  one  large  two-story  school  building,  a  dormitory  build- 
ing with  ten  rooms,  and  the  principal's  residence.  The 
school  building  was  burned  in  November,  1890,  but  another 
in  tasteful  style,  with  two  large  and  two  small  rooms  ha» 
been  erected  and  famished  with  seats  and  stoves.  The 
seats  are  of  the  best  make  and  are  sufficient  to  accommodate 
80  pupils.  The  academy  is  managed  by  a  permanent  board 
of  trustees.  It  has  endowments  bringing  about  $500  annu- 
ally. By  charter  it  can  have  no  connection  with  the  public 
school  system,  but  the  aim  of  the  faculty  has  been  to  thor- 
oughly fit  its  students  for  examination  before  the  public 
school  boards.  The  course  in  English  covers  the  studies  in 
the  public  school  course,  together  with  higher  rhetoric,  Eng- 
lish History,  Greek  History,  and  Civics. 

The  mathematics  course  includes  Wentworth's  complete 
algebra  and  Wentworth's  geometry  and  trigonometry,  taking 
three  years  in  these  higher  studies. 

The  Latin  course  covers  four  classical  authors,  together 
with  written  exercises  in  Latin  composition;  this  Latin 
course  takes  three  years. 

The  Greek  coarse  takes  two  years,  and  covers  the  Anaba- 
sis, thoroughly  mastered. 

There  is  no  science  course  except  in  those  sciences  taught 
in  public  schools. 

The  bible  is  taught  through  the  whole  course  by  question 
and  lecture  on  its  history  and  contents. 

Graduates  from  the  academy  complete  their  course  in  or- 
dinary colleges  in  two  years.  They  take  a  high  stand  for 
scholarship  and  conduct.  No  less  than  ^ve  medals  have 
been  awarded  them  within  the  last  three  years.  The  moral 
tone  of  the  academy  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  there  are 
nine  candidates  for  the  ministry  present  during  the'session 
1891-'92. 

There  is  a  literary  society  conducted  by  the  advanced  stu- 
dents.    We  have  no  library  and  no  apparatus. 

Average  annual  enrollment  for  past  three  years,  60 ;  num- 
ber in  high  school  studies,  1891-'92,  30 ;  number  in  Latin 
1891-'92,  26 ;  number  in  Greek,  1891-^92,  18 ;  number  in 
high  school  mathematics,  25 ;  number  of  graduates  since 
1889,  15  ;  number  of  candidates  for  ministry  since  opening 
17. 
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GALLMAN    HIGH    SCHOOL- 
M.   I.    MILLER,  PRINCIPAL. 

Previous  to  the  scholastic  term  of  1890,  there  was  at  Q-all- 
man  a  building  inadequate  to  the  accommodation  of  more 
than  75  pupils^  a  public  school  taught  for  four  months  in  the 
year  whose  enrollment  list  did  not  exceed  50  students.  The 
course  of  instruction  in  this  school  included  only  the  studies 
embraced  in  public  school  curriculum.  The  organization  of 
a  high  school  at  Gallman  had  been  discussed  by  E.  P.  Dun- 
ning and  others  who  had  been  engaged  in  educational  work 
here.  The  school  had  been  planned  and  earnestly  advocated 
by  the  friends  of  higher  education  for  our  boys  and  girls ; 
but  the  barrier  to  the  enterprise  was  a  financial  basis  upon 
which  to  build.  Eev.  I.  H.  Anding  came  to  the  relief  of  the 
community  by  magnanimously  proposing  to  direct  and  sus- 
tain, financially,  such  a  school  for  the  term  1890-'91.  The 
school  which  was  organized  in  September,  1890,  with  I.  H. 
Anding  as  principal,  has  not  yet  been  chartered ;  is  unde- 
nominational;  without  endowment;  has  property  valued  at 
$1,500,  and  is  managed  by  a  permanent  board  of  trustees. 
The  school  term  is  fixed  at  eight  months,  and  is  run  for  four 
months  as  a  public  school,  fox  remainder  of  the  term,  is  sup- 
ported by  its  patronage.  The  pay  term  enrollment  is  50 ; 
the  free  term  enrollment,  75 — 125. 

.The  school  embraces  three  departments  of  work:  Lit- 
erary, ait  and  music.  The  divisions  of  the  literary  depart- 
ment are  :  Primary,  grammar  school  and  high  school.  In 
the  primary  and  grammar  school  departments,  all  the  studies 
of  the  public  school  curriculum  are  taught.  In  the  high 
school  department  are  taught  Latin,  French,  elocution, 
physics,  etc. 

Our  plans  for  the  future  development  of  the  school  are : 
The  organization  of  a  literary  •  society,  the  fitting  up  of  a 
Jibrary,  equipments  of  furniture,  apparatus,  etc. 


HUNT   AND   HUDDLESTOrf  COLLEGE. 
0.  A.  HUDDLS8TON,  PRSSIDBNT. 

This  college  is  located  in  Harperville,  Scott  county,  and 
was  established  as  a  high  school  in  1875,  was  chartered  as 
"  Harperville  College ''  under  the  general  statute  in  1881, 
and  its  franchises  were  further  extended  in  1884,  by  special 
statute  incorporating  the  ''Hunt  and  Huddleston  College 
Faculty  Association." 
x-21 
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The  oampns  area  is  2}  aores,  divided  into  two  distinct  parts 
by  the  buildings  and  enclosures ;  one  for  the  girls  and  the 
other  for  the  boys  of  the  student  body.  The  buildings  are 
wooden  structures,  two  in  number;  a  principal  two-story 
building  40  by  60  feet,  and  a  single  story  32  by  120  feet.  The 
first  story  of  former  consists  of  vestibule,  library,  janitor's 
office,  and  auditorium  -,  the  second,  of  two  music  rooms,  girls' 
study,  apparatus,  and  science  rooms.  The  latter  building  is 
divided  into  four  department  rooms  for  the  introductory,  the 
Latin  and  Greek,  the  English,  and  the  mathematics,  respec- 
tively. Their  estimated  value,  exclusive  of  furniture,  appa- 
ratus, instruments,  etc.,  is  $3,500.  Boarding  capacity  is  two 
cottages,  one  for  girls,  the  other  for  boys,  sufficient  for  forty 
students,  besides  which,  board  at  privatei  residences  is  pro- 
cured by  special  contract.  Equipments  of  instruction  con- 
sist of  complements  of  philosophical,  astronomical  and  chem- 
ical apparatus  ;  full  sets  of  physiological  charts;  mathemat- 
ical apparatus  for  surveying,  tend  to  illustrate  geometrical 
forms  and  conic  sections ;  wall  maps,  charts,  globes,  tetlu- 
rium,  musical  instruments,  etc.;  estimate  value  $1,100. 

The  college  is  non-denominational  and  proprietary ;  its 
managements  vests  in  the  Faculty  Association  aided  by  a 
local  board  of  trustees,  and  during  the  public  term  the  de- 
partments embracing  the  public  school  branches  are  under 
supervision  of  the  county  superintendent  of  education. 
Length  of  session  thirty-nine  weeks. 

There  are  five  departments :  Latin  and  G-reek,  English, 
French,  mathematics  and  humanities.         ' 

The  course  embracing  all  the  above  departments  (French 
optional),  completed  in  ^ve  years  leads  to  the  degree  of 
bachelor  of  arts  ;  omitting  Greek,  completed  in  four  years, 
bachelor  of  science ;  omitting  Latin,  Greek,  senior  studies, 
analytics,  reviewing  higher  arithmetic,  completed  in  two 
years,  bachelor  of  English  literature ;  including  senior  stud- 
ies, except  calculus,  reviewing  critical  grammar,  completed 
in  three  years,  master  or  mistress  of  English  literature.  In- 
struction given  in  each  branch  daily  one  hour ;  their  co-ordi- 
nation and  arrangement  through  the  three  terms  of  annual 
session  are  such  that  four  studies  are  pursued  at  a  time. 
Spelling  and  dictation  exercises  by  entire  student  body,  ex- 
cepting seniors,  thirty  minutes  daily;  penmanship  during 
first  and  second  years  require  one  hour  daily.  Piano  and 
organ  music,  and  industrial  and  fine  art  supplementary.  In- 
struction in  each,  tri-woekly,  one  hour. 

Connected  with  the  college  curriculum  are  three  literary  so- 
cieties :  the  Platonians  and  the  Jefferson  Davis  SouthroBS, 
sustained  by  the  young  men ;  the  Sigourneians,  by  the  young 
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ladies  of  student  body.  They  meet  weekly.  Volumes  in 
library  1,260 ;  pamphlets  and  periodicals  1,600. 

Number  last  year  in  English  beyond  grammar  and  compo- 
sition, 67  ;  in  mathematics  beyond^arithmetic,  57  ;  in  Latin, 
31 ;  in  Greek,  16;  in  trench,  7;  in  science  and  humanities,  67. 

The  various  lines  of  study  have  been  selected  with  direct 
reference  to  their  educational  value,  and  arranged  in  accord 
with  the  successive  phases  of  mental  growth.  The  purpose 
of  the  instruction  is  to  develop  the  vigor  and  symmetry  of  tbe 
mental  faculties — to  train  the  correlative  powers  of  orderly 
thought  and  expression. 

A  prominent  feature  of  the  college  is  its  Sunday  school, 
ander  the  exclusive  management  and  instruction  of  the  col- 
lege faculty. 


HEBRON    HIGH    SCHOOL. 
F.   L.   RILEY,   JR.^   PRINCIPAL. 

Hebron  high  school  was  established  in  1889,  and  chartered 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  February  of  the  following 
year.  The  expenses  accruing  from  the  ^erection  of  the  build- 
ing, purchase  of  furniture  and  equipments  were  all  defrayed 
by  private  contributions  from  the  citizens  of  Hebron  and 
the  surrounding  communities.  The  building  is  located  on  a 
six-acre  lot  and  consists  of  ten  rooms,  including  study  hall, 
recitation  rooms,  reading  room,  music  room  and  library 
room.  It  is  valued  at  $3,000.  The  equipments  consist  of 
maps,  charts,  globe  and  black-boards  and  are  worth  $60. 
The  study  hall,  30  by  90  feet,  is  well  equipped  with  patent 
seats  and  desks  and  has  a  seating  capacity  of  260.  We  can, 
at  present,  accommodate  75  boarders.  The  school  has  no 
permanent  endowment  fund. 

Library. — Peeling  the  need  of  a  library,  the  principal  and 
friends  of  the  school  began,  a  year  ago,  to  collect  contribu- 
tions for  that  purpose.  Our  library  consistp  of  over  600 
volumes,  composed  of  historical,  biographical,  religious  and 
poetical  works,  and  of  three  encyclopedias. 

The  teachers  have  endeavored  to  create  in  the  pupils  a 
taste  for  good  reading.  In  order  to  elevate  and  refine  their 
taste,  and  to  direct  their  researches  in  the  proper  channels, 
the  pupils  are  required  to  read  the  books  assigned  them  in 
the  different  grades. 

Beading  room. — We  have^  connected  with  the  school,  a 
reading  room  which  is  supplied  with  about  fifteen  of  the  best 
papers  and  periodicals.     Questions  on  current  events,  with 
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reforenoe  to  the  papers,  are  placed  on  black-board  everjr 
week  for  the  benefit  of  the'pnpils. 

Grovernraent  of  school. — The  school  is  managed  by  a  board 
of  directors,'  which  is  a  permanent,  corporate  body,  having 
the  power  to  increase  or  diminish  their  nnmber,  and  to  fill 
all  vacancies  that  may  occur.  It  is  not  under  the  auspices 
of  any  religious  denonH nations.  The  directors  employ  a 
principal  annually  at  a  salary  of  $1,000  per  session,  and 
designate  the  salaries  of  the  assistants,  who  are  employed  by 
the  principal.  The  sessions  consist  of  a  public  term  of  four 
months  and  a  private  term  of  five  months. 

Organization The  course  of  study  is  divided  into  nine 

grades,  which  are  organized  into  primary,  grammar  school 
and  high  school  departments. 

HIGH   SCHOOL   DEPABTBIENT. 

Seventh  grade Elementary  algebra,  physical  geography, 

word  analysis,  higher  history  of  the  United  States,  philoso- 
phy, rhetoric^  penmanship,  calisthenics,  supplementary 
reading ;  one  of  Dickens'  works  and  Plutarch's  lives. 

Eighth  grade Complete  algebra,  physiology,  general  his- 
tory, rhetoric,  English  literature,  penmanship,  calisthenics^ 
supplementary  reading:  one  vol.  of  Macaulay's  essays  and 
poems  and  Ivaiihoe.* 

Ninth    grade Geometry.     English     literature,     mental 

philosophy,  calisthenics,  trigonometry,  political  economy, 
logic,  botany ;  supplementary  reading :  Such  works  on  crit- 
icism as  the  principal  may  direct. 

The  following  optional  studies  may  be  pursued  in  any 
grades  after  the  fourth :  Mental  arithmetic,  Latin,  G-reek, 
French  and  Anglo-Saxon. 

Enrolment During  the  session  of  1889  '90,  which  was  the 

first,    112  pupils  were    enrolled.     During    the    session    of 
1890-'91,  the  enrolment  reached  129,  five  counties  being  rep- 
resented.    Up  to  the  end  of  the  third  month  of  the  present 
session  125  pupils  have  been  enrolled. 

Faculty. — F.  L.  Eiley,  Jr.,  principal  and  teacher  of  high 
school  department ;  Miss  Clara  L.  Field,  teacher  of  the  gram- 
mar school  department ;  Miss  Annabel  Mcintosh,  Mrs.  Fan- 
nie L.  Biley,  assistant  teachers. 


HICKORY  INSTITUE 


W.  I.  THABfBS,   PRSSIDSNT. 


Hickory  Institute  was   established  in  1889,  was  chartered 
in  1890,  and  opened  its  first  regular  session    September  7,. 
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1890.  It  has  two  frame  buildings,  ceiled  throughout;  one  is 
Ij  leaped,  each  wing  being  70x30  ;  it  has  a  gallery  extend* 
ing  its  entire  length.  This  building' contains  teacher's  office 
iind  apparatus  room,  two  cloak  rooms,  primary  department 
iind  two  recitation  rooms.  The  other  building  is  16x20,  and 
is  used  for  art  and  telegraphy^  Music  is  taught  in  the  bourd- 
ing  house  adjoining.  Building  is  seated  throughout  with  per- 
iect  automatic  school  desks  and  recitation  seats,  and  is  fur- 
nished with  full  set  of  maps  in  spring  roller  case,  physio- 
logical and  reading  charts,  small  chemical  outfit,  chapel 
organ,  12  inch  globe.  Tellurian  compound  microscope^  and  a 
few  other  fixtures.  The  campus  grounds  contain  four 
itcres,  partly  set  with  shrubbery.  Buildings,  apparatus  fur- 
niture and  grounds  are  worth  $3,500.  The  girls'  boarding 
house  will  accommodate  twenty ;  boys  board  with  private 
families. 

The  school  has  no  endowment  and  is  non-sectarian.  It  is 
managed  by  a  permanent  board  of  trustees,  and  is  taught 
ten  months  each  year.  During  the  four  months  public  term, 
pupils  are  charged  the  full  tuition  and  then  credited  with 
their  share  of  the  public  fund. 

All  the  common  school  branches  are  taught.  Five  months 
Are  devoted  to  the  study  of  rhetoric,  the  same  time  to  Eng- 
lish and  American  literature.  Eobinson's  elementary  and 
university  algebras  are  completed  in  two  years.  Five  months 
«ach  are  devoted  to  plane  and  spherical  geometry  and  trig- 
onometry. A  practical  elementary  course  in  book-keeping 
is  also  given.  Steele's  courses  in  the  natural  sciences  are  used, 
^ve  months  being  devoted  to  each.  Beginning  with  Latin 
grammar,  Cadsar,  Ovid  and  Yirgil  are  completed  in  a  t^o 
years'  course.  Greek,  preparatory  for  the  freshman  class  at 
the  state  university  completed  in  one  year. 

The  music  department  uses  two  pianos,  and  instruction  is 
given  in  both  vocal  and  instrumental.  There  ate  two  lit- 
erary societies — one  each  for  males  and  females.  The  pres- 
ident's private  library,  of  600  volumes^  is  open  for  use  of  all 
pupils. 

The  following  are  stististics  of  last  session  :  Local  pupils, 
127 ;  boarders,  25  ;  total  attendance^  152.  Pupils  in  music, 
28;  in  bookkeeping,  8;  in  Latin,  10;  in  G-reek,  1;  in  rhet- 
oric and  literature,  15 ;  in  natural  sciences,  25 ;  in  higher 
mathematics,  16. 

The  following  is  the  faculty  for  the  present  session  :  W. 
I.  Thames,  A.  M.,  higher  mathematics,  Latin  and  Greek ; 
Miss  C.  (A.  Mitchell,  A.  M.,  English  branches,  elocution ; 
Mrs.  F.  Y.  Thames,  B.  S.,  primary  department ;  Miss  C.  C. 
Tedford,  B.  S.,  music  and  calisthenics ;  Miss  8.  Douglass, 
painting,  drawing  and  telegraphy. 
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The  school  is  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition,  and  the 
enrollment  for  the  present  session  promises  to  he  larger  than 
the  last.  The  charter  prohibits  the  sale  or  giving  away  of 
intoxicating  liquor  within  five  miles  of  the  institute.  The 
health  of  the  town  is  unsurpassed,  the  morality  and  refine- 
ment of  its  people  are  excellent ;  the  location  is  therefore 
well  suited  for  an  institution  of  learning. 


HILLMAN    COIiLEOE, 


ouNTON,  unss. 


This  institution  of  learning  was  established  in  1852,  un- 
der the  name  of  '*  The  Central  Female  Institute,'^  and  at  ita 
last  commencement,  the  24th  of  June,  it  completed  thirty- 
eight  full  collegiate  years,  making  a  history  altogether 
unique  and  unparalleled,  when  the  circumstances  of  war, 
pestilence  and  financial  ruin,  which  at  times  have  sur- 
rounded it,  are  considered. 

In  the  establishmeut  of  the  institution,  the  design  was  to 
have  in  the  State  a  school  where  the  course  of  educatton 
should  be  as  extended  and  elevated  as  would  be  found  any- 
where, and  thus  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  going  to  other 
States  to  obtain  the  .higher  education  which  many  desired. 
This  purpose  has  been  continually  kept  in  view  as  is  shown 
in  the  elevated  and  extended  course  of  study  marked  out 
for  graduation,  and  in  the  fact  that  its  graduates  have  ever 
been  peers  of  those  graduating  from  the  best  schools  for 
young  women  in  the  country. 

DEPARTMENTS. 

To  meet  the  demands  of  all  classes  of  students,  four  de- 
partments have  been  established  and  maintained.  These 
are  a  Literary,  a  Musical,  an  Ornamental,  and  an  Industrial 
or  Business  Department.  In  each  of  these  departments  the 
courses  of  study  marked  out  are  sufficiently  extensive,  ele- 
vated and  practical  to  give  to  the  pupil  pursuing  them 
the  knowledge  and  power  which  will  fit  her  to  become  the 
teacher  of  others,  or  to  feel  that  confidence  in  her  own  ac- 
quirements, whicn  should  ever  characterize  the  thoroughly 
educated. 

A00OMMODATION8. 

T  These,  though   sufficiently   comfortable   and  convenient, 
have  been  so  limited  in  their  extent  as  to  make  it  necessary 
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some  years  to  turn  away  students  who  wished  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  advantages  of  the  institution,  and  thus  the 
number  of  students  from  year  to  year,  being  kept  within 
the  linoiits  of  the  aceommodations  afforded,  has  maintained 
about  the  same  aggregate.  Within  the  last  year,  however, 
there  has  been  erected  a  new  school  edifice,  most  complete 
in  all  its  arrangements,  which  will  enable  the  institution  to 
accommodate  a  very  considerable  increase  of  students. 
Moreover,  to  meet  every  future  demand  in  this  line,  the 
management  have  planned  future  enlargements. 

BDUOATIONAL   FA0ILITIE8. 

Besides  the  many  conveniently  arranged,  well  furnished 
and  commodious  recitation  and  study  rooms,  this  college 
has  few  equals  in  its  abundant  means  of  illustration.  Its 
libraries  are  possessed  of  a  large  number  of  books  selected 
with  special  reference  to  the  wants  of  its  students.  Maps 
and  charts  abound.  The  cabinets  of  specimens,  illustrative 
of  natural  history,  geology,  mineralogy,  conchology,  the 
manners  and  customs  of  the  different  races  of  men,  are  very 
extensive  and  complete,  abounding  in  such  as  are  rich  and 
rare. 

FACULTY. 

For  the  number  of  students  to  which  the  institution  has 
been  limited,  the  board  of  instruction  has  always  been  un- 
commonly large.  In  the  selection  of  the  members,  regard 
has  ever  been  had  to  their  superior  ability,  natural  and  ac- 
quired, as  shown  by  their  successful  experience  elsewhere. 
This  has  given  to  the  institution  a  strong  and  efficient  fac- 
ulty, the  superior  character  of  whose  work  has  been  recog- 
nized by  some  of  the  most  distinguished  educators  of  the 
country. 

OHANQE   OF   NAME. 

The  name  of  Central  Female  Institute  will  no  longer  ex- 
ist except  in  hallowed  memories.  The  prestige  of  a  grand 
work  will  still  cling  about  her,  and  her  friends  will  still 
continue  to  love  her  for  what  she  has  been  and  done,  though 
shejwill  henceforth  present  herself  to  the  world  under  the 
name  of  Hlllman  College.  For  various  reasons  not  neces- 
sary to  be  here  presented,  the  board  pf  trustees,  at  their 
annual  meeting^  resolved  to  change  the  name,  and  they 
gave  her  what  probably  all  will  deem  most  appropriate,  the 
nan^e  of  those  who  for  thirty-five  years  had  been  her  suc- 
cessful  conductors.     Central  Female  Institute  did  not  die, 
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bat  gave  herself,  with  all  she  had  grown  to  be,  during  an 
existence  of  nearly  forty  years,  to  a  new  name,  under 
which,  with  increased  vigor  and  greater  dignity,  she  hoped 
to  work  out  a  destiny  of  usefulness  greatly  exceeding  any- 
thing she  had  attained  in  the  past. 

This  hope  seems  to  be  certain  of  realization,  if  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  collegiate  year  is  a  harbinger  of  the 
prosperity  the  future  is  to  unfold. 


MISSISSIPPI    NORMAL    COLLEGE. 

H.  B.  ABERNATHT,  PRESIDENT  ;    J.  8.  HUDSON,  PRINCIPAL. 

Founded  in  1882,  at  Houston,  Miss.     Chartered,  1886. 

Departments. — Teachers,  commercial,  scientific,  classic, 
modern  languages,  music,  art  and  dress-making. 

Buildings. — The  new  College  chapel,  60  by  90  feet,  two 
stories  high.  The  lower  consisting  of  six  recitation  rooms, 
l^he  upper,  the  College  Hall,  arranged  for  speaking  and  lec- 
turing, has  a  seating  capacity  of  800,  a  concave  ceiling,  a 
large  stage  fitted  up  in  opera  style,  with  drop  curtains  and 
scenery,  costing  $200.  Preparatory  building,  consisting  of 
four  large  rooms,  20  by  40  feet.  The  Q-irls'  Home,  presided 
over  by  the  president  and  his  wife,  accommodates  80  girls, 
and  is  arranged  for  comfort,  health  and  convenience.  Cost 
of  all  $12,000. 

Apparatus. — This  consists  of  physiological  charts,  a  skel- 
eton, mineral  cabinet,  air  pump,  simple  chemical  apparatus, 
a  tellurian,  maps,  a  stereopticon,  numeral  frame,  reading 
charts,  etc. 

Library. — The  library  consists  of  the  Britannica  Encyclo- 
pedia, Universal  Knowledge,  Chambers's  English  Literature, 
Macaulay's  England,  Hume  and  Gibbon's  Eome,  Bancroft's 
United  States  Histories,  Plutarch's  Lives,  Bawlinson's 
Seven  Great  Monarchies,  the  standard  novels,  histories,  bi- 
ographies, poems,  and  text  books  for  reference. 

Patronage. — About  200  young  men  and  women  from  vari- 
ous parts  of  Mis8issipj»i,  from  Alabama,  Georgia,  Arkansas, 
Louisiana,  Tennessee  and  Texas,  besides  the  240  children  of 
the  town  of  Hoaston  attend  this  institution. 

History. — This  institution  received  the  name  Mississippi 
Normal  because  it  Was  the  first  of  the  kind  in  the  State.  It 
has  always  done  solid  work,  with  an  efficient  corps  of  teach- 
ers. When  a  student  enters  this  college  he  becomes  a  friend 
of  the  teachers  and  remains  a  pupil  and  always  a  friend,  con- 
sequently the  host  of  friends  widens  its  territory  each  year. 
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Endowmeots  and  Gifts. — ^None.  The  property,  inclndiog 
buildlDgs  and  furnishings,  belong  to  the  principal. 

Faculty. — Some  of  the  best  talent  in  the  South  is  included 
in  this  faculty.  Each  teacher  is  a  specialist  in  bis  de- 
partment. 


lUKA    NORMAL    INSTITUTE. 
H.  A.  DEAN,  PRINCIPAL. 

This  institution  is  located  at  luka.  Miss.  The  past  two 
years  have  been  prosperous  ones ;  for  1889-'90  416  pupils 
were  registered.  Number  in  1st,  2d,  Sd  and  4th,  grades  was 
100 ;  in  5th  and  6th  grades,  56 ;  in  high  school  (including 
normal  and  collegiate  years)  261 ;  of  this  number  211  were 
boarders  and  50  were  local  pupils.  During  the  year  1890-^91 
the  number  registered  was  436 — boarding  pupils  251 ;  local 
students  185. 

Buildings The  main    building   is   60  by   60,  two   story 

frame,  hip-roof ;  hall  and  music  room  on  first  floor ;  three 
large  and  two  small  recitation  rooms  on  the  first  floor ;  all 
are  heated  by  stoves ;  value  $3,500. 

Equipments. — The  hall  and  two  of  the  large  recitation 
rooms  are  well  supplied  with  patent  desks,  the  other  rooms 
with  comfortable  recitation  seats;  all  are  supplied  with 
blackboards.  The  institution  is  fairly  well  supplied  with  ap- 
paratus— chemical,  physical,  etc.  With  what  we  have,  the 
fitudentH  to  make  and  pupils  in  chemistry  to  purchase,  we 
manage  to  get  along  very  well.  Equipments  worth  about 
$750. 

Library About  500  volumes  and  300  pamphlets — ency- 
clopedias, dictionaries,  Dalton's,  Grab's  and  Flint's  works 
on  anatomy  and  physiology,  histories,  literature,  biogra- 
phies }  in  fact  a  good  supply  of  such  works  as  experience 
has  found  necessary  to  school  work.     Yalue,  about  $1,000. 

Other  buildings. — The  principal  residence  is  60  by  48, 
two  story  fram  with  extension  15  by  38,  one  story,  15  rooms 
heated  by  grates.  Two  rooms  in  the  building  are  used  for 
recitation  rooms.  Value,  with  lot,  $3,500.  There  are  po 
regular  dormitories.  Pupils  board  with  the  principal  and 
in  private  families.  Three  hundred  pupils  could  find  first- 
class  boarding  accommodations. 

Grades — There  are  six  grades  below  the  high  school  work. 
Grades  in  high  school,  three.  These  grades  correspond  to 
our  preparatory,  teachers  and  scientific  courses. 

Eighth  grade  or  teacher's  course Eeviews  all  the  com- 
mon school  branches  and  studies,  advanced  rhetoric,  advanced 
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arithmetic,  Bay's  higher ;  advanced  algebra,  Peck's  or  Bay's 
higher;  physiology,  Cutter;  natural  philosophy,  Norton; 
geometry,  Peck's;  Latin,  Holbrook's  Latin  lessons  and 
CfiB5>ar,  with  Latin  grammar.  Two  hours  each  week  are  de- 
voted to  reading  our  standard  authors. 

Ninth  grade  or  scientific  year ^Algebra,  Bay's  higher  ; 

geometry.  Peck's;  trigonometry.  Bay's;  analytical  geometry, 
Loomis';  calculus,  Loomis';  astronomy.  Bay's;  botany. 
Woods';  physiology,  Cutter;  with  references  to  Dalton,  Gray 
and  Flint;  natural  philosophy,  Norton,  with  demonstration 
of  principles  and  solutions  of  problems ;  chemistry,  Butler's 
and  Appleton's ;  geology,  Dana's ;  histories  of  England, 
Greece  and  Bome.  Thalheimer's;  beginning  Latin,  Holbrook's 
lessons  ;  CfiBsar,  V  irgil,  Cicero,  with  any  grammar  for  refer- 
ence ;  English  literature,  two  lessons  each  week ;  debates,  etc* 

Tenth  grade  or  classical  year. — Mental  philosophy,  Schuy- 
ler's and  Hamilton's ;  logic,  Schuyler's  and  Tigret's ;  English 
criticism,  the  works  of  our  standard  authors ;  moral  philos- 
ophy, Seeley's ;  political  economy,  Wayland  and  McVane ; 
Horace,  Livy,  Tacitus ;  Crosby's  Greek  lessons  and  grammar; 
Anabasis,  Homer,  Prometheus  Bound,  Antigone  and  Greek 
Testament ;  literature,  three  lessons  per  week. 

Number  studying  Latin,  approximately,  66;  number  study- 
ing mathematics,  including  arithmetic  and  calculus,  approxi- 
mately,  250 ;  number  studying  science,  all  branches  above 
the  sixth  grade,  200;  number  studying  English,  175. 

The  present  condition  of  the  school  is  good,  prospects 
bright — were  never  better.  It  has  had  an  excellent  effect  on 
the  young  people  of  the  town  and  community,- also  on  the 
boarding  pupils  and  the  sections  of  country  from  which  they 
came.  More  than  one  thousand  of  its  pupils  educated  wholly,, 
or  in  part,  are  now  working  their  way  to  the  front  in  various 
callings.  The  majority,  however,  are  engaged  in  teaching^ 
and  are  energizing  their  pupils  with  their  industry,  common 
sense  and  enthusiasm.  Some  are  now  in  charge  of  high 
schools  in  this  section ;  others  have  gone  into  remote  dis- 
tricts, and  starting  with  a  four  months  free  school  have  grad- 
ually  gathered  families  and  boarding  pupils  around  them 
until  they  now  have  flourishing  high  schools  running  ten 
months  in  the  year.  The  last  biennial  report  contained  sev- 
eral of  this  kind.  The  school  has  been  a  healthful  stimulant 
to  the  young  people. 


JASPER    NORMAL    HIGH    SCHOOL. 

R.    H.    HESTBR,    PRINCIPAL.       . 

This  school  was   established  in   October,    1886.     It  was 
chartered  October,    1890.     The  school  buildings  are  two  in 
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number — ^tbe  main  building  is  a  wooden  strnoture  86  by 
60,  divided  by  a  movable  partition  into  two  rooms ;  tbe 
otber  is  16  by  20  and  used  by  music  department.  These  are 
worth  $800.  The  school  lot  consists  of  2  acres  of  land 
though  other  lots  have  been  donated  to  the  interest  of  the 
school.     Id  the  houses  which  have  been  erectecT  for  that  pur- 

5>ose  thirty  boarders  may  bo  accommodated ;  besides  private 
amilies  care  for  pupils  when  desired  to  do  so.  The  school 
building  is  principally  seated  with  patent  desks  and  is  well 
famished  with  black-boards. 

The  trustees  and  patrons  of  the  school  have  purchased  all 
the  ordinary  apparatus  needed  in  the  sciences.  A  manikin, 
physiological  chart,  ^skeleton,  globe,  chemicals — a  complete 
set-^and  chemical  apparatus,  lenses,  mirrors,  gyroscope 
and  prism  are  the  principal  apparatus.  Several  large  geo- 
graphical and  political  maps  are  used.  The  library  consists 
of  200  volumes  of  books,  choice  biographies,  political  works, 
prose,  choice  fiction  and  history. 

The  school  is  a  private  enterprise,  non-sectarian  and  di- 
rected by  permanent  trustees.  The  session  includes  nine 
months  and  embraces  the  f^ee  term  of  the  winter.  The  in- 
struction is  classified  into  the  teacher's  business  and  scientific 
courses.  The  work  done  in  public  school  branches  includes 
the  entire  public  school  curriculum. .  In  high  school  branches, 
rhetoric,  literature  and  criticism  is  the  work  in  English ; 
algebra,  geometry^  trigonometry  and  calculus,  book-keeping 
and  surveying  in  mathematics ;  physiology,  philosophy, 
chemistry,  botany  and  geology  are  the  sciences  taught.  The 
work  in  Latin  begins  with  the  primer  and  continues  with 
grammar,  Caesar,  Ovid  and  Virgil. 

The  time  given  to  one  science,  one  book  in  mathematics  or 
Latin,  after  preparatory  work,  is  one  term. 

The  work  in  music  department  begins  with  first  principles 
and  extends  to  the  most  complicated  parts  of  theory  and 
most  difficult  exercises  in  practice. 

The  enrolment  for  first  year  was  80  ;  second,  124 ;  third, 
138 ;  fourth,  144. 


KILMICHAEL   NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

W.    N.   LEWIS,   PRINCIPAL. 

Early  in  the  year  1890,  the  citizens  of  Eilmichael,  Mont- 
gomery county,  began  to  agitate  the  question  of  establish- 
ing  a  first-class  high-school.  The  town  is  small,  but  liberal; 
energetic  citizens  put  their  inflence  and  means  into  the  cause, 
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and  the  school  opened  Septemher,  1,  1890.  The  school 
building  is  a  framed  stractnro,  80  by  60  feet,  two-stories 
high.  The  first  story  is  divided  into  two  rooms  for  the 
Kterary  departments.  The  second  story  is  used  for  a  chap- 
el, and  for  the  music  and  art  departments.  The  building  is 
on  an  Acre  lot,  in  a  beautiful  grove,  with  fine  nataral  drain- 
age, and  with  the  patent  desks  in  lower  story,  and  seats  in 
chapel,  is  valued  at  $1,800.  The  school  has  a  library  of  200 
volumes,  and  a  small  geological  cabinet.  No  boarding  house, 
but  private  families  will  take  boarders  to  the  number  of 
forty  or  fifty.  No  endowment  fund,  and  non-sectarian.  The 
board  of  directory  has  turned  the  entire  management  of  the 
school  over  to  the  principal.  The  regular  rates  of  tuition 
are  charged  throughout  the  entire  session,  and  during  the 
fnll  term.  Accounts  are  credited  with  amount  received 
from  county  fund.  The  school  continues  ten  scholastic 
months  each  year. 

Sustains  a  primary  and  preparatory  department,  also  a 
teachers'  course  of  one  year,  and  scientific  course  of  two 
years.  The  teachers'  course  embraces  the  studies  required 
for  a  first-grade  certificate,  and  in  addition,  American  litera- 
ture, algebra,  and  pedagogics.  The  scientific  course  embraces 
the  following  branches :  in  science,  physiology,  physics, 
chemistry,  geology,  botany,  and  astronomy;  in  mathe- 
matics, higher  algebra,  one  year,  geometry  and  trigonome- 
try each  one-half  a  year;  in  language,  Latin,. one  year  and 
a  half.  Each  science  is  completed  in  one  term  of  ten  weeks. 
Two  or  three  literary  societies  are  in  constant  operation. 
The  crowning  featare  of  this  work  is  the  Normal  Senate 
organized  the  last  term  of  each  session.  The  school  was 
chartered  January,  1891,  and  degrees  will  be  conferred  upon 
satisfactory  completion  of  the  above  courses. 

The  enrollment  of  session  1890-'91  was  107,  and  while 
there  is  a  number  of  pupils  pursuing  both  the  teachers'  and 
scientific  courses,  as  yet  no  one  has  graduated. 


KOSSUTH   HIGH   SCHOOL. 

D.   A.    HILL,  PRINCIPAL. 

This  school  is  located  at  Kossuth,  Mississippi,  and  was 
established  as.  a  permanent  high  school  in  1877  by  Eev.  W. 
L.  Skinner  and  his  brother.  They  bought  the  property  and 
taught  the  school  themselves,  conducting  it  as  an  independent 
enterprise,  including  the  public  term  of  foiir  months  each 
year.     In  1879,  J.  B.  Whitehurst  was  associated  with  £ev. 
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Mr.  Skinner,  instead  of  his  brother.  They  owned  the  prop- 
erty and  conducted  the  school  until  1882,  when  the  property 
was  bonght  by  a  stock  com|)any  and  rented  to  C.  P.  Elgin, 
who,  assisted  by  his  daughter,  taaght  the  school  for  the  next 
five  years.  In  1878,  the  present  proprietor,  D.  A.  Hill, 
bonght  the  property  .and  has  saccessfally  managed  the  school 
since  that  time.     It  was  chartered  in  1890. 

The  bnilding  is  a  neat  frame  honse  with  three  rooms  and 
capacity  for  abont  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pupils.  It  is 
seated  with  patent  desks,  supplied  with  blackboards,  charts, 
etc.,  and  a  small  reference  library.  The  lot  contains  one 
acre.  The  value  of  the  grounds  and  house  is  about  $600. 
The  school  is  conducted  ten  months  in  the  year  as  a  private 
enterprise,  with  the  four  months  public  school  included. 

The  course  of  study  includes  three  departments,  viz :  Pri- 
mary, intermediate  and  high  school.  The  primary  and  inter- 
mediate departments  include  all  the  common  school  branches. 
Four  years  is  the  time  allotted  to  each  of  these  departments. 
The  high  school  department  includes  Latin  grammar  and 
reader,  CsBsar,  Sallust,  Cicero,  algebra,  geometry  and  trigo- 
nometry, physical  geography,  botany,  chemistry,  Milton, 
Shakespeare,  political  economy,  mental  and  moral  philos- 
ophy.    Three  years  are  given  to  this  department. ' 

Two  literary  societies  are  conducted  weekly.  They  are 
under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  teachers.  A  music  de- 
partment is  maintained  regularly  and  a  teacher  employed 
who  gives  lessons  in  instrumental  music.  Yocal  music  is 
taught  as  part  of  the  regular  curriculum. 

The  school,  under  the  present  management,  was  opened 
four  years  ago  with  thirty-five  pupils;  before  the  session 
closed  nearly  one  hundred  had  been  enrolled,  and  the  interest 
and  numbers  have  gradually  increased  ever  since  until  the 
enrollment  has  reached  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  for  each' 
of  the  last  two  sessions.  Twenty-five  or  thirty  boarders  are 
enrolled  annually.  The  school  is  undenominational,  but  true 
morals  and  Christianity  are  made  prominent  in  the  teaching. 
Special  attention  is  given  to  the  preparation  of  teachers  for 
common  school  work,  and  the  success  of  those  who  have  been 
sent  to  us  is  marked. 


LAKE  COMO  INSTITUTE. 
L.     L.    DENSON,     PBISIDBNT. 


Lake  Como  Institute  was  established  in  1887,  under  the 
present  principal.  A  charter  was  granted  April  27, 1888, 
with  the  powers  usually  conferred  on  like  institutions. 
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Buildings. — ^The  principal  building  is  L  shaped,  each  wing 
being  60  feet  by  84  feet.  The  music  hall  and.  primary  build- 
ings are  set  apart  from  the  main4)uilding  but  inclosed  within 
the  same  yard  or  campus.  The  rooms  are  seated  with- the 
''perfect  automatic  double  desk."  The  buildings  are  well 
lighted,  ventilated  and  warmed.  Value  of  entire  buildings, 
$2,500. 

The  president,  members  of  the  faculty  and  private  fam- 
ilies, accommodate  the  boarding  students.  Capacity  for 
boarding,  100. 

Apparatus. — The  apparatus  is  very  complete  for  illustrat- 
ing the  subjects  of  geography,  astronomy,  natural  philosophy, 
physiology,  chemistry,  etc. 

Location The  school  is  located  in  a  healthful  place,  sur- 
rounded by  a  moral,  thrifty  community.  It  is  the  centre  of 
attraction  in  a  growing,  thrifty  village.  During  four  months 
of  the  session,  the  public  school  is  taught  in  connection  with 
the  institute. 

The  Curriculum. — Includes  besides  an  introductory  course, 
an  extended  course  in  English  literature,  mathematics, 
sciences  and  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages.  Thorough 
work  is  done  in  all  those  branches.  We  allow  no  '* white- 
washing.'^ The  public  school  students  are  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  of  the  institute.  Length  of  entire  course  is  eight 
years.  The  enrollment  last  year  was  152.  There  are  at 
present  more  than  100  in  actual  attendance,  with  fifty  board- 
ing students.  ^ 

Connected  with  the  institute  are  two  flourishing  literary 
societies,  for  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  respectively. 


LAKE    VIEW    ACADEMY. 


E.   T.   KEETON,    PBINOIPAL. 


Name:  Lake  View  Academy;  established  in  1888;  hand- 
some frame  building.  Several  acres  at  disposal  of  the  school, 
but  one  only  belonging  to  it.  Capacity  at  present  for  board- 
ers, 20^  with  additional  aid  prospectively.  School  fairly 
well  supplied  with  desks,  maps,  mouldings,  globe,  black- 
boards, etc.  No  endownment ;  non-sectarian.  Permanent 
trustees ;  four  months  as  free  school.  Length  of  term,  ten 
months. 

Classification,  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  grades.  The 
fourth  grade  includes  the  public  school  curriculum  with  the 
addition  of  algebra  and  geometry  to  arithmetic  and  English 
literature  and  analysis,  and  Latin^  to  language  study. 
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A  Literary  Society  meets  monthly ;  all  pupils  of  third  and 
iourth  grade  being  required  to  participate.  A  debating  class 
for  fourth  grade  meets  semi-monthly. 

Enrolment  1890 — males  36^  females  38 ;  number  in  Eng- 
lish beyond  grammar  and  composition,  6 ;  number  in  mathe- 
naatics  beyond  arithmetics,  5  ;  number  in  Latin^  2 ;  number 
in  sciences,  8. 


LAWRENCE    COUNTY    HIGH    SCHOOL. 

H.   I.    BIRD,   PRINCIPAL. 

We  very  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request  in  reference 
to  the  Lawrence  County  High  School.  The  school  has  just 
commenced  its  third  session.  It  is  a  county  school  under 
the  direct  control  of  ten  directors,  appointed  by  the  board 
of  supervisors,  two  from  each  district. 

A  chartered  school.  Date  of  charter  22d  October,  1891. 
One  building  90  by  60  feet^  divided  into  three  apartments, 
rostrum  in  the  center,  and  one  building  for  music;  value  of 
buildings,  $1,800  ;  one  piano,  $300 ;  total,  $2,100.  Size  of 
ground,  16  acres.  Capacity  for  boarders  two  large  boarding 
houses,  besides  for  boarders  in  private  families.  Furniture 
consists  of  globes,  charts  and  three  dozen  patent  desks. 

JSTon-sectarian.  It  is  taught  during  free  term  as  public 
school ;  length  of  entire  session,  ten  months  ;  graded  school. 
In  the  higher  grades  we  embrace  Latin,  geometry,  G-reek  and 
French.  The  public  school  studies  embrace  the  studies 
adopted  by  the  curriculum.  The  time  required  to  accom- 
plish the  above  studies  or  higher  branches,  about  three  years. 

We  have  two  Literary  Societies.  Enrolment  for  three 
years  100  per  year.  In  Latin,  8  ;  geometry,  6;  algebra,  16 ; 
French,  3. 


LEA    FEMALE    COLLEGE. 

GHAS.    H.    OTKEN,    PRESIDENT. 

The  founder  of  this  school  is  its  president,  audit  is  located 
at  Summit,  Miss.  He  had  served  the  Peabody  Public  School 
of  Summit  nine  years  as  principal,  when  he  declined  a  re- 
election. This  school  has  grown  under  his  administration 
from  27  pupils  to  347.  Various  efforts  had  been  made  to  es- 
tablish a  female  school  of  high  order  in  the  town  of  Summit, 
but  failed.    In   1877   he  undertook  the  work,  having  the 
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promise  of  material  aid  irom  a  nnmber  of  personal  friends. 
Two  squares  of  ground  were  purchased,  also  that  portion 
of  the  street  intervening  between  them.  The  sqaare  fronting 
Kobb  street  had  on  it  vne  two-story  slate  covered  bnilding, 
originally  intended  as  a  residence  and  dormitory  for  board- 
ing pnpils.  A  large  school  building,  80  by  48  feet,  and 
measuring  16}  feet  from  floor  to  ceiling,  has  been  added  } 
also  a  brick  hall ;  besides,  a  dining  room  capable  of  seating 
100  boarders.  Fifty  boarders  can  be  accommodated  at  pren- 
ent.  The  school  building  can  seat  with  comfort  200  students. 
A  new  boarding  residence  is  in  contemplation.  The  school 
is  well  equipped  as  to  furniture  and  general  appliances.  The 
property  is  valued  at  $10,000. 

The  institution  was  chartered  in  1877.  The  president  is  a 
Baptist  minister.  The  institution  has  no  denominational, 
organic  connection.  It  derives  no  benefit  from  the  public 
school  fund.  Its  annual  session  commences  in  September 
and  ends  in  June,  covering  forty  weeks.  Its  15th  session 
opened  September  16,  1891. 

OLASSIFIOATION   OF   STUDIES   PUB8UKD   IN   LEA   FEMALE   OOLLSOSr 

Higher  Studies. — 1st,  natural  philosophy,  10  months;  2d, 
chemistry,  10  months ;  8d,  physical  geography,  10  months ; 
4th,  zoology,  5  months ;  5th,  botany,  5  months ;  6th,  geol- 
ogy, 10  months ;  7th,  physiology,  5  months ;  8th,  mythology, 
5  months ;  9th,  history  of  England,  10  months  ;  10th,  history 
of  France,  10  months;  11th,  general  history,  10  months; 
12th,  English  grammar,  advanced  course,  10  months ;  ISth, 
rhetoric  (two  text-books),  20  months ;  14th,  Coppee's  logic, 
10  months ;  15th,  English  literature,  20  months ;  16th,  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  essays,  40  months  ;  17th,  political  econ- 
omy, 5  months;  18th,  moral  science,  5  months;  19th, mental 
science,  10  months ;  20th,  university  arithmetic,  review  les- 
sons, twice  a  week  in  freshmap,  sophomore,  junior  and 
senior  classes ;  21st,  elementary  algebra,  10  months ,  22d, 
Bourdon's  algebra,  10  months ;  28d,  geometry  and  trigo- 
nometry, 10  months;  24th,  astronomy,  5  months;  25th, 
Latin,  exercises  and  grammar,  CsBsar^  Virgil,  Livy,  Sallust, 
Cicero,  prose  composition,  Horace,  40  months ;  26th,  science 
of  accounts,  from  2  to  8  months,  if  no  other  studies  are  pur- 
sued ;  27th,  elocution,  4  years ;  28th,  music  course,  vocal 
lessons  and  instruction  on  piano  and  organ,  covers  a  period 
of  4  to  6  years. 

The  Galliopean  Society  ot  the  college  was  formed  for  mu- 
tual improvement  in  various  literary  exercises.  The  library 
consists  of  some  800  volumes. 

The  enrollment  of  students  for  the  session  closing  in  June, 
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1887,  69  students;  1888,  67  student;  1889,  66  students; 
1890,  63  students;  1891,  60  students. 

The  following  number  of  young  ladies  pursued  the  higher 
studies  in  the  years  mentioned,  respectively :  Fifty-three 
students,  39  students,  61  students,  48  students,  61  students. 
Music  department,  36  students.  During  the  session  1890-'91, 
there  were  enrolled  in  higher  studies  61  students ;  26  of  these 
pursued  higher  English;  36  higher  mathematics;  34  the 
sciences ;  7  Latin. 

The  college  has  sent  out  67  graduates.  It  has  for  several 
years  furnished  one-fifth  of  the  lady  teachers  in  the  public 
schools  of  Pike  county.  Its  students  and  graduates  occupied 
positions  as  teachers,  last  session,  in  the  Peabody  Public 
School,  McComb  City  Public  School,  Bast  Fork  Male  and 
Female  College,  Gillsburg  Male  and  Female  Institute,  Kava- 
naugh  Male  and  Female  College,  and  Tylertown  Institute. 
Others  taught  schools,  varying  from  four  to  eight  months, 
in  Amite,  Franklin,  Lawrence,  Covington,  Lincoln  and  Scott 
counties. 


LIBERTY    MALE    AND    FEMALE    COLLEGE. 
P.   L.   MARSALIS,   PRESIDENT. 

The  Liberty  Male  and  Female  College  was  founded  on 
the  ruins  of  the  old  Liberty  Female  College,  established  by 
Kev.  M.  S.  Shirk  in  the  early  fifties,  and  closed  by  the  late 
civil  war,  when  the  main  school  building  or  chapel  hall 
with  its  contents  was  destroyed  by  fire  at  the  hands  of  Fed-' 
eral  soldiers. 

The  remaining  buildings,  consisting  of  a  large,  elegant 
frame  structure,  two  and  a  half  stories  high,  with  brick 
basement  arranged  and  designed  for  a  dining  hall  and  refec- 
tory, together  with  a  two-story  brick  cottage  and  adjoining 
grounds,  were  purchased,  repaired  and  beautifully  fitted 
up  as  a  residence  by  the  late  W.  B.  Baiford. 

Five  years  ago  the  property  was  purchased  for  the  pur- 
pose of  efiitablishing  a  high  school  or  college.  A  board  of 
trustees  was  appointed,  and  the  school  was  opened  Sep- 
tember, 1887,  under  the  management  of  Prof.  J.  B.  Ed- 
munds, as  superintendent.  He  taught  one  term  and  was 
superseded  September,  1888,  by  Prof.  J.  H.  Patterson. 

In  the  fall  of  1889,  the  present  incumbent  assumed  con- 
trol, and  with  Prof.  J.  W.  McClung,  of  Virginia,  as  profes- 
sar  of  ancient  and  modern  languages,  and  Miss  Bettie  Mc- 
Caskey  in  charge  of  the  music  and  art  departments,  a  larger 
E-.22 
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aitendaiice  was  secured  aod  the  outlook  greatly  improved. 

Dnring  the  spring  of  1890,  the  buildings  and  grounds 
having  becpme  the  property  of  the  president,  and  the 
school  having  been  regularly  chartered  as  a  college,  a  new 
hall  or  chapel,  80x66  feet,  was  constructed  in  time  for  the 
June  commencement,  at  the  time  the  highest  class  had 
reached  the  end  of  the  Junior  course.  At  the  close  of  the 
last  session  (June,  1891)^  five  young  ladies  received  diplo- 
mas. 

The  present  value  of  school  buildjngs  is  about  $4,000.00 ; 
school  furniture,  including  pianos,  $1^000.00. 

We  teach  a  public  term  of  four  months,  with  six  months 
private  term,  making  the  entire  session  ten  months  of  forty 
weeks.  During  the.  public  term  the  enrollment  reaches  as 
high  as  one  hundred  and  fifty  pupils.  The  branches,  in- 
cluding the  public  school  curriculum,  are  taught  thoroughly . 
The  average  attendance  during  the  private  term  is  ninety. 

In  English  the  course  beyond  grammar  is  ten  months  in 
rhetoric,  ten  months  in  English  literature,  and  the  study  of 
English  poets. 

In  mathematics  the  course  beyond  arithmetic  is  ten 
months  in  algebra,  ten  months  in  plane  geometry,  trigonom- 
etry, and  conic  sections. 

The  course  in  sciences  beyond  public  school  curriculum, 
is  five  months  each  in  physical  geography,  chemistry,  geol- 
ogy and  astronomy. 

In  Latin  the  course  includes  the  reading  of  CsBsar,  Sallust, 
Cicero,  Yirgil  and  Horace,  and  requires  three  years. 

The  course  in  modern  languages  is  two  and  a  half  years 
each  in  German  and  French. 

ENBOLLBfENT. 

Number  pupils  in  English  beyond  grammar 26 

Number  pupils  in  mathematics  beyond  arithmetic 22 

Number  pupils  in  Latin 28 

Number  pupils  in  German 18 

Number  pupils  in  French 9 

Number  pupils  in  sciences  beyond  public  school  curric- 
ulum    26 

Number  pupils  in  music  (on  piano) 28 

Number  pupils  in  art  (crayon  and  oil  painting) 10 


MAGNOLIA  COLLEGE. 

R.     P.     MOORE,   PRINOIPAL. 


The  main  building  was  erected  in  1888,  at  a  cost  of  $2,200, 
and  contains  the  "  automatic  single  desks,"  made  by  Union 
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School  FnrDiBhiDg  Co.  Each  of  the  four  rooms  ^has  ample 
black-boards  of  liqnid  slatiDg,  painted  on  the  hard  sand- 
papered walls,  and  charts,  maps,  globes,  etc.,  sufficient  for 
teaching  by  the  improved,  modern  methods.  "Taggj's  phy- 
siological, aatronomical,  geographical  charts,"  costing  975, 
are  the  latest  addition. 


In  1890  a  second  bnilding,  small  bnt  well  famished,  costing 
$260,  was  erected,  which  is  now  a  valnable  adjaoct  to  the 
school  as  a  mnsio  and  art  department. 

Enrollment.  —  Session  1889-'90,  182;  session  1890-'91, 
198.  The  enrollment  o^  the  present  session,  I891-'92,  ex- 
ceeds that  of  last  year,  and  "still  they  come." 
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ICagnolia  became  a  separate  school  district  at  the  begining 
of  this  session  of  the  school,  and  as  her  children  are  hence- 
forth to  enjoy  seven  months  free  school,  it  is  not  probable 
she  will  ever  "rue  the  day"  her  city  fathers  decided  to  chance 
it.     Four  teachers  are  employed  at  salaries  as  follows : 

Principal $90  00  per  month. 

Pii'st  Assistant 60  00  per  month. 

Second  Assistant 40  00  per  month. 

Third  Assistant , 40  00  per  month* 

The  school  was  organized  in  1888  as  "  Magnolia  high 
school/'  E.  P.  Moore,  principal,  and  the  grade  has  been 
raised  each  year  since.  Therefore,  the  school  was  chartered 
and  this  year  opened  as  "Magnolia  College."  The  most  ad- 
vanced class  this  session  is  styled  the  junior,  and  the  course 
of  study  they  are  pursuing  is  given  below  : 

Jjinior    Class. — Anglo-Saxon,   general   history,    algebra, 
geometry,  history  English  language,  Latin,  chemistry  elocu- 
tion. 

Senior  Class Latin,  French,  logic,  astronomy,  trigonom- 
etry, surveying,  civil  government,  literature,  mental  and 
moral  philosophy. 

Magnolia  solicits — and  is  receiving — a  liberal  outside  pa- 
tronage for  her  school.  The  cost  of  tuition  to  outsiders  not 
exceeding  $9.00  for  whole  session,  board  being  equally 
reasonable.  A  library  is  being  formed,  there  being  now 
something  over  100  fairly  well  selected  volumes  on  the 
shelves. 


MATHISTON    ACADEMY. 


REV.    S.   S.    STEELE,   PBIKOIPAL. 


This  academy  is  situated  in  Webster  county ;  established 
in  1891 ;  charter  will  be  secured  of  next  Legislature.  Three 
wooden  buildings,  value  $1,500,  to  be  used  as  dormitories 
when  public  buildings  are  erected.  Four  acres  of  dry  rolling 
campus  in  the  heart  of  the  young  city.  Equipment  only 
sufficient  for  a  fair  beginning.  Globes,  maps,  charts,  micro- 
scope, small  printing  office,  two  organs,  three  hundred  vol- 
umes in  library.  Independent ;  owned  and  controlled  by  a 
local  board  of  trustees.  The  public  school  term  of  four 
months  is  taught  as  a  part  of  our  regular  work,  grading  all 
students  to  our  course  of  study.  Bight  full  months,  October 
to  June,  constitute  our  school  year. 

Departments. — Primary,  intermediate  grammar,  normal, 
academic  and  industrial.  A  ten  years'  course  will  be  vigor- 
ously maintained,  fitting  students  for  the  State  University  or 
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any  college.  Our  present  aim  is  to  reach  first  a  high  standard 
of  normal  work.  Students  completing  our  normal  course 
with  class  record  above  75,  and  who  can  pass  a  regular  county 
examination  for  first  grade  above  90  will  be  given  onr  nor- 
mal diploma.  After  this  they  may  complete  their  academic 
course  at  will,  being  required  only  to  pass  regular  class  ex- 
aminations. 

Two  years  of  industrial  work  will  be  required  of  all  stu- 
dents, not  excused  by  parents,  in  carpentry,  dressmaking  or 
printing.  Music  on  the  piano  and  organ,  singing  and  voice 
culture  will  be  a  part  of  regular  school  work. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

Primary,  two  years. — Beading  and  spelling,  chart,  first, 
second  and  third  readers  ;  writing  on  blackboai'd,  slates  and 
tablets ;  counting,  adding,  subtracting,  multiplying,  dividing, 
fiimple  numbers  to  100 ;  singing,  picture  and  object  lessons, 
story  telling,  drawing,  calisthenics. 

Intermediate,  two  years Fourth  reader,  supplementary 

reading,  spelling }  writing  on  blackboards  and  tablets ;  arith- 
metic through  simple  interest  ]  primary  geography,  language 
lessons,  drawing,  music,  writing  from  dictation,  letter  writing. 

Grammar,  two  years. — Fifth  reader,  supplementary  read- 
ing, spelling,  writing,  arithmetic,  grammar,  composition, 
geography,  elementary  physiology,  primary  history,  science 
of  common  things,  book-keeping  begun,  music,  drawing. 

Normal,  two  years. — ^Elementary  algebra,  arithmetic  re- 
view, physiology,  physics,  civil  government,  physical  geog- 
raphy, history,  elementary  geology,  elementary  chemistry, 
book-keeping,  theory  and  practice  of  teaching. 


MISSISSIPPI    COLLEGE. 
R.   A.   VENABLE,   PRESIDENT. 

This  college  is  at  Clinton,  on  the  A.  &  Y.  B.  E.,  9  miles 
west  of  Jackson  and  35  miles  east  of  Yicksburg.  In  the  early 
history  of  the  State,  Clinton  was  the  home  of  governors, 
senators,  and  other  distinguished  men.  The  village  is  still 
worthy  of  its  ancient  name,  Mt.  Salus,  or  Hill  of  Health. 
As  long  ago  as  1830,  the  intelligent  citizens  established  a 
college  here,  first  under  the  control  of  their  own  board  of 
trustees,  but  subsequently  under  the  auspices  of  the  Presby- 
terian denomination.  In  1850,  the  Baptists  came  into  pos- 
session of  the  college.  During  the  presidency  of  Dr.  I,  N. 
XTrner,  an  elegant  building  was  erected,  and  by  the  efforts  of 
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Dr.  B.  G.  Eager  a  cash  endowment  of  $100,000  was  raised. 
The  number  of  students  soon  grew  to  be  more  than  two 
hundred. 

Then  came  the  war  between  the  States^  whioh  swept  away 
the  endowment,  leaving  the  college  to  straggle  beneath  a 
$10,000  debt,  incurred  in  the  preservation  of  the  property. 
Dr.  Walter  Hillman,  a  graduate  of  Brown  University,  was 
chosen  president;  the  buildings  were  repaired,  the  apparatus 
replenished,  and  the  work  of  resuscitation  happily  begun. 
Prof.  M.  T.  Martin  by  eloquent  appeals  to  the  impoverished 
people  of  Mississippi  succeeded  in  raising  $10,000  to  cancel 
the  debt  and  thus  to  restore  the  college  to  the  denomination; 

In  1872,  Dr.  W.  S.  Webb,  a  graduate  of  Madison  Univer- 
sity, became  president.  Under  his  administration,  with  the 
co-operation  of  a  self-sacrificing  faculty,  though  with  but 
meagre  resources,  the  college  has  constantly  grown  in  power, 
in  usefulness  and  in  favor  with  the  people.  For  the  last 
ten  years,  the  aggregate  annual  enrolment  has  been  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  students. 

In  Sept^ber,  1801,  Dr.  B.  A.  Yenable,  an  alumnus  of  the 
college,  was  chosen  president,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  the  venerable  Dr.  W.  S.  Webb,  who 
became  Professor  Emeritus  of  Metaphysics.  .The  prosperity 
of  the  current  session  demonstrates  the  wisdom  of  the  trus- 
tees in  the  election  of  Dr.  Yenable,  a  man  of  power,  vigor- 
ous in  mind  and  body,  and  possessing  high  scholastic  attain- 
ments. 

An  effort,  led  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Grambrell,  within  the  last  two 
years,  has  resulted  in  a  cash  endowment  of  about  $50,000. 
Though  this  is  far  from  being  adequate,  yet  it  gives  promise 
and  hopefulness  to  the  future.  The  Baptists  of  the  State 
will  be  encouraged  to  continue  their  contributions  to  the 
endowment,  and  the  National  Baptist  Educational  Society 
will  doubtless  extend  further  help. 

The  distinctive  work  of  the  college  is  Christian  education. 
It  would  emphasize  Christian  character,  Christian  life  and 
Christian  civilization.  Mississippi  College  is  dedicated  to 
the  promotion  ot  Christian  intelligence  among  the  people  of 
Mississippi  and  her  sister  States. 

The  college  maintains  a  school  of  metaphysics,  W.  S. 
Webb,  D.D.,  professor ;  a  school  of  mathematics,  J.  Gr.  Deu- 
pree,  LL.D.,  professor;  a  school  of  natural  science,  J.  F. 
Sellers,  A.M..  professor ;  a  school  of  Latin,  J.  A.  Aven,  A. 
M.,  professor ;  a  school  of  Greek,  E.  A.  Venable,  D.D.,  pro- 
fessor ;  a  school  of  English,  O.  M.  Johnston.  A.  B.,  profes- 
sor ;  a  commercial  school,  J.  L.  Logan,  A.  B.,  professor ;  a 
school  of  German,  J.  G.  Deupree,  instructor;  a  school  of 
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French,  A.  J.  Aven,  instructor;  a  school  of  history,  O.  M. 
Johnston,  instructor. 

In  all  departments,  the  instruction  is  of  superior  quality 
and  on  a  high  plane.  The  equipments  are  adequate  for  giv- 
ing a  high  grade  of  collegiate  education.  Students  are  in- 
spired with  laudable  ambition,  and  after  completing  the  col- 
lege course,  many  repair  to  Yale,  Harvard,  Johns  Hopkins, 
University  of  Virginia,  University  of  Michigan,  or  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  to  prosecute  their 
studies. 

It  is  perhaps  safe  to  say  that  not  less  than  5,000  young  men 
in  Mississippi  and  neighboring  States  have  received  education 
more  or  less  at  Mississippi  College.  Hence  its  influence  as 
a  factor  in  the  educational  interests  of  the  State  cannot  be 
lightly  esteemed.  Tuition  fees  have  been  aboJished,  and  the 
only  charge  now  is  an  annual  matriculatiot  fee  of  $25.  This 
will  tend  to  fill  the  classes  and  to  widen  the  field  of  useful- 
ness of  the  college.  Misslssippians  will  rejoice  in  its  pros- 
perity and  will  bid  it  god-speed  in  the  great  work  of  exalt- 
ing the  character  of  our  future  citizenship. 


MISSISSIPPI    NORMAL    INSTITUTE. 
DAVIS   AND   LANGSTON,   PRINCIPALS. 

This  school  was  established  at  Sherman,  Pontotoc  county, 
Miss.,  September,  1890,  and  charter  approved  February  7, 
1891.  School  building  is  a  two-story  house,  42  x  120  feet, 
containing  nine  well-finished  rooms,  valued  at  $8,000. 
The  grounds  contain  five  acres.  Can  accommodate  from  175 
to  200  boarders.  Building  is  furnished  with  patent  auto- 
matic seats,  globes,  tellurians,  physiological,  philosophical, 
and  chemical  apparatus,  and  additions  being  made  as  de- 
mands require. 

Non-sectarian.  Is  controlled  by  town  authorities.  Is 
taught  during  free-term  as  a  public  school.  Length  of  ses- 
sion, 10  months. 

Classification  of  instruction — Everything  in  public  school 
branches  is  taught.  In  English,  beyond  composition  and  rhe- 
toric, the  science  of  rhetoric  and  American  literature ;  in 
mathematics  beyond  arithmetic,  algebra^  geometry,  trigo- 
nometry, analytical  geometry,  conic  sections,  navigation  and 
surveying,  calculus  and  mechanics ;  in  sciences,  astronomy, 
chemistry,  mineralogy,  psychology,  political  economy,  zool- 
ogy>  geology  *^d  evidence  of  Christianity ;  in  Latin  -  first 
Latin  lessons ;  CsBsar  (1st  5  books) ;  Cicero,  (1st  4  books)  ; 
Virgil,   (1st  4   books);   Livy,   (3  books);   in   Greek,   first 
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lessons,  Xenopbon's  Anabasis,  G-reok  Testament  and  Homer; 
in  Frencb  also,  a  tborongb  course.  Tbe  scbool  bas  attached 
a  tborongb  busii^ess  course,  wbicb  is  completed  in  from  five 
to  ten  months.  Excellent  work  done  in  music  and  art  de- 
partments.  Has  an  interesting  literary  society.  Library 
contains  between  1,000  to  1,200  volumes,  among  wbicb  are 
tbe  EncyclopsBdia  Americana  and  Britanica. 

Endowment  for  1890-91  was  $212.     Tbe  number  of  pu- 

{>ils  in  algebra,  25  ;  in   geometry,  9  ;  in  trigonometry,  ana- 
itical   geometry  and  surveying,   8   eacb ;    in   Latin,  8 ;  in 
astronomy,  8 ;  in  chemistry,  4 ;  in  science  of  rhetoric,  8. 


MONTROSE    HIGH    SCHOOL. 
L.   D.    MCLAURIN,   PBESIDBIfT. 

The  school  was  established  at  Montrose,  Miss.,  in  1884; 
chartered  in -spring  of  1888.  We  have  a  very  neat  building 
in  the  shape  of  an  L,  which  is  divided  into  three  rooms  by 
movable  partitions ;  and  a  music  hall  separate  from  main 
building.  The  buildings  are  worth  about  $200  00.  There 
is  one  acre  of  ground  and  campus.  Students  from  a  distance 
stay  in  private  families.  Buildings  very  well  seated,  but 
other  equipments  limited. 

The  school  is  under  the  control  of  M.  E.  Church  South, 
and  is  managed  by  permanent  trustees.  We  teach  free  term 
as  a  public  school.  The  length  of  term  is  ten  months. 
There  are  students  in  all  of  the  public  school  branches ;  also 
in  higher  English  and  mathematics.  Attention  is  given  to 
natural  science,  mental  and  moral  sciences.  Our  course  runs 
three  years  higher  than  first  grade  free  scbool  course.  There 
is  efficient  work  done  in  the  music  department. 

We  have  an  interesting  literary  society  connected  with  the 
scbool,  but  as  yet  no  library.  The  enrolment  for  1890-'91 
was  117.  The  attendance  has  been  good  in  all  the  high 
school  branches  for  the  last  three  or  four  years.  We  have 
at  present,  in  English,  18;'in  mathematics  beyond  arithmetic, 
86;  in  Latin,  4;  in  science,  25. 


MOSS    POINT  HIGH    SCHOOL* 
MORRISON   OALDWELL,   PRINOIPAL. 

Established  and  chartered  in  1888^  at  Moss  Point,  Missis- 
sippi.   Building  76  feet  long  by  50  feet  wide,  two  stories 
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high,  modern  in  design.  Three  recitation  rooms  on  ground 
£oor ;  a  large  chapel  above,  which  is  also  used  as  a  recitation 
room.  Grounds  contain  one  acre.  Board  plentiful  and  cheap 
in  private  families.  Patent  desks,  maps,  globes,  etc.,  but  no 
ficientifie  apparatus.  Dependent  upon  tuition  for  support. 
Managed  by  board  of  directors,  elected  biennially  by  incor- 
porators. Term  nine  calendar  months.  Not  taught  as  pub- 
lic school.  Seventy  pupils  study  only  the  public  school 
branches.  Thirty-six  pupils  study  English  beyond  grammar 
Bnd  composition;  thirty-five,  mathematics  beyond  arithmetic; 
thirty-two^  sciences ;  eleven,  Latin ;  one,  Greek ;  and  three, 
German.  If  we  exclude  Latin  and  Greek  two  years  is  the 
average  time  required  for  the  completion  of  the  course  of 
Btudies  beyond  the  public  school  branches. 

Boys  and  girls  are  prepared  to  enter  the  freshman  and 
sophomore  classes  of  leading  American  colleges  and  univer- 
sities. Recognizing  the  fact  that  there  can  be  no  satisfactory 
progress  iu  the  college  without  a  thorough  preparation,  the 
Aim  of  this  school  is  to  lay  a  solid  foundation  in  what  are 
commonly  termed  the  English  branches,  and  to  this  end 
every  pupil,  no  matter  how  far  advanced,  is  required  to  join 
ihe  classes  in  written  spelling  and  in  reading.  Forty-five 
students  belong  to  a  class  which  meets  twice  a  week  to  read 
and  discuss  the  works  of  leading  English  and  American 
authors.  Another  feature  of  this  school  is  the  emphasis  laid 
upon  word  analysis.  Students  are  permitted  to  use  no  word 
which  they  do  not  fully  understand,  and  are  required  to  seek 
the  meaning  of  every  word  used  in  the  text  prepared. 


NEWTON     MALE    AND    FEMALE    COLLEGE. 
J.  0.  FANT,  PRSSIDBIfT. 

Newton  College  is  situated  in  the  town  of  Newton,  and 
was  established  in  the  year  1888,  and  chartered  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  same  year  with  full  powers  to  regulate  a  course 
of  study  and  grant  diplomas. 

The  college  building  is  a  large  two-story  building,  contain- 
ing three  rooms  below  and  a  spacious  hall  above.  The  building 
was  completed  in  the  summer  of  1890,  at  a  total  cost  of  about 
42,500  and  is  furnished  with  patent  desks,  maps,  charts,  etc. 

The  course  of  study  includes  three  departments — primary, 
high  school  and  collegiate,  and  covers  a  period  of  ten  years. 
The  studies  of  the  primary  department  consist  of  the  usual 
primary  studies :  Beading,  spelling,  oral  language  lessons, 
geography,  arithmetic,  penmanship.  Great  care  is  taken  to 
the  make  this  department  especially  thorough.   The  studies  of 
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high  school  department  includes  the  public  school  branches 
and  their  completion  with  the  commencement  of  the  study 
of  algebra,  Latin  and  G-reek.  The  college  department  in* 
dudes  the  studies  of  elementary  and  university  algebra,  geom- 
etry,  trigonometry,  mensuration,  applioations  in  surveying,, 
general  history,  ancient,  medieval  and  modem,  and  histories 
of  Borne,  Greece  and  England ;  Latin  grammar,  the  trans- 
lation of  Cffisar,  Cicero^  Virgil  and  Horace ;  G-reek  grammar, 
the  reading  of  Xenophou's  Anabasis,  Plato^s  apology  and 
Crito,  and  Homer ;  rhetoric,  English  literature  and  original 
essays ;  physical  geography,  chemistry,  geology,  astronomy. 
The  most  modern  and  improved  text-books  are  used. 

The  college  is  now  entering  its  most  prosperous  session. 
The  enrollment  of  this  year  will  far  exceed  that  of  last  year, 
which  reached  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  students. 
Boarders  are  accommodated  in  the  private  families  of  the 
town. 


NORTH     MISSISSIPPI    COLLEGE. 
L.   B.   ABBLL,   PBINOIPAL. 

Chartered  June,  1870,  under  the  name  of  Yerona  Female 
College.  January,  1877^  a  new  charter  was  obtained  under 
the  present  name,  and  boys  admitted.  Yerona  Female  Col- 
lege was  the  property  of  M.  E.  Church,  South.  North  Mis- 
sissippi College  is  non-sectarian. 

There  are  nine  acres,  nearly  square,  in  the  college 
grounds,  beautifully  set  with  native  grasses  and  forest  trees. 
Four  frame  buildings  valued  at  $4,000.00.  We  can  accom- 
modate fifty  boarders.  Buildings  furnished  with  modern 
furniture.  The  college  will  not  be  controlled  by  trustees  in 
the  future,  as  negotiation  is  about  consummated  for  its  trans- 
fer to  individual  possession.  During  the  free  term  the  pub- 
lic fund  is  credited  per  capita  to  those  students  entitled 
thereto.  The  session  is  forty  weeks.  The  enrollment  has 
been  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  stu- 
dents for  the  past  five  years. 

STUDIBS  OF  HIGHBB  CLASSES. 

Sophomore — ^English  history,  rhetoric,  mathematics,  prao^ 
tical  arithmetic  and  elementary  algebra  completed ;  book- 
keeping; sciences,  physiology,  botany,  philosophy;  Latin 
grammar. 

Junior — General  history, English  literature;  mathematics, 
university  arithmetic,  university  algebra,   geometry  (four 
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books);  sciences,  psychology  and  moral  philosophy ;  Latin, 
CsBsar ;  Greek,  Hadley's  Greek  grammar. 

Senior — Mathematics^  geometry  (completed),  trigonome- 
try ;  Latin,  Virgil  and  Cicero ;  sciences,  geology,  anatomy, 
politieal  economy  and  logic ;  G-reek  grammar,  White's  first 
lessons  and  the  first  book  of  the  Anabasis. 

Parallel  readings  are  kept  up  throughout  the  course.  The 
special  design  of  this  school  is  to  prepare  students  for  ac- 
tive business  life,  or  to  enter  the  Freshman  class  at  our  State 
University,  or  other  schools  of  equal  rank,  or  to  obtain  a 
first-grade  license  to  teach  in  the  free  schools  of  Mississippi. 


ORWOOD    INSTITUTE. 
JOHN  L.  YORK,   PBINOIPAL. 

The  Orwood  Institute  is  located  in  the  western  part  of 
Lafayette  county  at  the  village  of  Orwood,  eight  miles  from 
the  railroad  at  Taylor's,  from  which  place  the  village  has  a 
daily  mail,  Sundays  excepted.  The  school  was  located 
about  the  year  1880,  and  since  that  time  it  has  been  carried 
on  with  varying  success  in  the  different  buildings  which 
have  been  used  for  the  purpose. 

The  school  building  at  present  is  a  large  frame  house, 
50x80  feet,  divided  into  two  neat,  comfortable  rooms.  The 
building,  worth  $800,  and  well  provided  with  furniture  to 
the  value  of  $200,  stands  on  a  lot  of  seventeen  acres,  and  is 
accessible  from  all  directions.  In  addition  to  the  school 
building,  there  is  a  boarding  house  with  a  capacity  of  ten 
boarders,  and  arrangements  could  be  made  in  close  proxim- 
ity to  the  school  for  ten  more. 

The  school  is  not  strictly  denominational,  but  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Presbyterians.  Trustees  are  elected  from 
time  to  time  who  have  the  management  of  the  school, 
and  they  control  the  free  money  allotted  to  this  district, 
making  the  average  length  of  term  nine  months. 

Orwood  Institute  is  a  high  school,  and  at  present  is 
divided  into  three  departments — primary,  intermediate  and 
academic.  Eecitations  are  heard  from  day  to  day  in  all  the 
public  school  branches,  and  the  additional  high  school 
branches  embrace  higher  arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry, 
geology,  rhetoric,  Latin,  analysis  and  civil  government. 
There  is  also  a  musical  department  which  is  fully  equipped 
for  the  instruction  of  pupils,  as  well  as  a  literary  society, 
which  meets  on  Saturday  nights  to  engage  in  various  exer- 
cises    and    discuss    interesting    and    instructive    subjects. 
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There  is  do  library  at  preseot,  but  sizt;^  volumes  have  been 
already  doDated  by  the  citizeDS  for  a  beglDniDg,  and  it  will 
be  arraDged  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  enrollmeDt  has  beeo  from  eighty  to  one  huDdred  per 
year,  and  during  the  preseot  year  there  are  Id  rhetoriC;  8; 
in  aDalysis,  10 ;  higher  arithmetic,  15 ;  algebra,  14 ;  geom- 
etry, 4 ;  scicDces,  20,  aDd  iD  Latin,  10. 

The  school  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  its  prospects 
were  never  brighter  than  now  for  building  up  and  main- 
taining a  permanent  institution — one  of  which  its  patrons 
and  friends  will  be  proud.  Its  aim  is  to  wage  an  unrelent- 
ing war  on  crime  and  ignorance,  and  it  joins  hands  with  all 
good  schools  and  educators  in  raising  the  standard  of  educa- 
tion, and  placing  it  upon  a  high  plane  of  usefulness. 


PARIS    NORMAL    ACADEMY. 
PROF.    M.   I.   BASS. 

Paris  Normal  Academy  was  founded  November  7,  1889. 
With  a  patronage  representing  several  denominations;  it  has 
grown  in  prosperity  until  it  might  now  claim  a  permanent 
establishment.  The  building,  which  is  a  substantial  edifice, 
capable  of  seating  300  pupils,  consists  of  a  large  two-story 
building  with  study  hall  on  first  floor,  and  recitation  rooms 
above. 

The  school  is  located  in  one  of  the  most  healthftil  portions 
of  Lafayette  county.  The  grounds  donated  to  the  school  cour 
sist  of  four  acres.  As  yet  there  is  no  boarding  department 
attached  to  the  institution,  but  students  may  find  congenial 
homes  with  patrons  of  the  school  and  citizens  of  the  town. 
The  school  is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  principal, 
aided  by  a  board  of  eight  trustees. 

The  school  year  is  divided  into  four  terms  of  ten  weeks, 
and  during  the  fall  and  winter  terms,  students  who  study 
the  common  school  branches  are  given  credit  of  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  per  month  as  free  tuition. 

The  course  of  instruction  is  divided  into  the  following 
schools :  School  of  elementary  branches,  preparatory 
school    and  high  school. 

In  the  school  of  elementary  branches  are  taught  reading, 
writing,  elements  of  geography,  grammar,  arithmetic  through 
junior  grade,  and  United  States  history. 

The  preparatory  school  embraces  all  branches  taught  in 
public  schools,  together  with  natural  history^  rhetoric,  Bng- 
lish  literature  and  elementary  algebra. 
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The  course  in  high  school  is  designed'  to  prepare  pupils 
for  the  freshman  and  sophomore  classes  of  the  State  univer- 
sity. 

The  elementary  and  preparatory  schools,  together  with 
the  special  course  for  teachers,  furnish  ample  equipment  for 
those  desiring  to  teach  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State. 

The  average  enrollment  for  the  past  two  years  has  been 
one  hundred  and  forty.  During  the  last  year  five  pupils  were 
members  of  high  school,  and  from  the  preparatory  school 
ei^ht  licensed  teachers  went  out  to  fill  positions  in  this  and 
surrounding  counties. 


PLEASANT    HILL    HIGH    SCHOOL. 
JAMES  A.   JOUBDAN,   PBINOIPAL. 

Becognizing  the  need  and  importance  of  thorough  instruc- 
tion in  the  texts  usually  taught  in  the  public  schools,  as  well 
as  in  the  branches  more  advanced  than  these,  the  lea(iing 
citizens  of  Pleasant  Hill  community,  in  the  summer  of  1888, 
organized  themselves  into  a  stock  company  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  the  above  named  institution. 

Favorably  impressed  with  the  principles  of  normalism,  the 
trustees  secured  Stone  Deavours,  a  normal  teacher  and  a 
graduate  of  luka  Normal  Institute,  as  principal  teacher.  The 
school  was  a  success  from  the  beginning.  With  the  second 
term  J.  B.  Brown,  now  of  Cumberland  Normal  Institute,  was 
employed  as  assistant.  At  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session  J.  A.  Jourdan  took  charge.  The  school  still  main- 
tains the  place  it  has  held  since  its  formation  as  one  of  the 
leading  educational  institutions  of  the  county.  It  is  an  en- 
terprise of  the  vicinity,  designed  by  its  founders  to  occupy 
a  place  midway  between  the  public  school  and  college )  not 
endowed  and  not  subject  to  any  denominational  control.  A 
charter,  giving  such  privileges  as  are  usually  given  to  such 
schools,  was  obtained  in.  1890.  The  management  is  in  the 
hands  of  a  board  of  trustees.  These  trustees  are  chosen 
annually  from  and  by  the  stockholders.  All  teachers  are 
paid  definite  salaries.  The  public  school  term  is  made  a 
portion  of  the  regular  ten  month's  session.  The  school 
ground  is  a  lot  of  two  acres.  The  buildings  are  substantial, 
commodious,  and  well  seated,  and  valued  at 'about  $800.00. 
There  is  but  little  apparatus.  The  school  has  a  set  of  fine 
geographical  maps,  anatomical  charts,  an  encyclopedia  for 
reference,  and  a  piano  for  the  music  class.  There  have  been 
in  attendance  abont  90  pupils  each  session.  There  were  14 
in  the  music  class  last  term.     The  school  is  well  classed  and 
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graded,  and  the  text-books  are  uniform.  Written  examina- 
tions are  held  at  the  close  oi  each  month,  and  final  written 
examinations  on  the  completion  of  any  text.  The  session 
is  divided  into  four  terms  of  ten  weeks  each  and  at  the  end 
of  each  term  there  is  general  re-classification.  The  follow- 
ing tabulation  will  afford  further  information.  Course  of 
study : 

History — Mississippi,  United  States,  G-recian,  Roman,  Eng- 
lish, French,  General. 

Sciences — Physiology,  philosophy,  chemistry  (theoretical), 
geology,  botany,  astronomy. 

Mathematics — Arithmetic,  algebra,  elementary  and  higher, 
geometry^  trigonometry,  calculus,  analytics. 

English— QTAmmar,  composition,  rhetoric,  criticism,  essay 
writing,  debating,  outlining,  and  studies  of  leading  standard 
authors.    , 

The  regular  time  allowed  for  any  study  is  five  months — 
though  this  time  will  of  course  vary  with  the  labor  and 
progress  of  the  class.  The  classification  will  place  about 
one-third  the  pupils  as  primary,  one-half  intermediate,  one- 
sixth  advanced.  No  course  of  study  is  here  given  for  pri- 
mary and  part  of  intermediate  classes. 


PLEASANT    HILL    HIGH    SCHOOL. 
W.  H.  8TINS0N,  PBINdlPAL. 

This  school  is  located  six  miles  southeast  of  Meridian, 
Miss.,  in  a  high,  healthy  locality.  It  was  established  in  1888 ; 
has  two  frame  building  worth  $1,300,  and  eight  acres  of 
land. 

It  has  a  good  boarding  house  which  can  accommodate  25 
boarders,  near  the  school  building.  The  school  rooms,  two 
in  number,  are  furnished  with  patent  folding  desks  and  patent 
blackboards.  It  is  supplied  with  chemical  apparatus,  Yag- 
gy's  geographical  study^  maps,  globe,  charts,  etc. 

It  is  non-sectarian,  the  trustees  are  elected  annually. 

During  the  free  term,  pupils  are  credited  with  their  pro- 
rata of  the  public  funds,  which  they  supplement,  so  as  to 
equal  the  regular  tuition  rates.  Sessions  continue  from 
seven  to  ten  months. 

The  course  of  instruction  is  divided  into  four  departments, 
as  follows : 

Primary. — ^Including  reading  to  fourth  reader,  spelling, 
composition,  writing,  and  primary  arithmetic. 

Intermediate. — Beading  through  fifth  deader,  spelling,  ele- 
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ementary  EDglish,  primary  geography,  elementary  history, 
arithmetic,  'writhing  and  composition. 

Preparatory. — Practical  arithmetic,  English  grammar, 
writing,  composition,  United  States  history,  advanced  geog- 
raphy and  map  drawing,  physical  geography  and  mental 
arithme^c. 

Scientific. — Algebra,  higher  English,  physiology,  higher 
arithmetic,  physics,  chemistry,  geometry,  botany,  trigonom- 
etry, civil  government,  astronomy,  geology  and  literature 
with  applied  rhetoric. 

Two  years  (ten  months  each)  are  required  in  primary,  two 
in  intermediate,  one  in  preparatory,  and  two  in  scientific. 

It  has  a  departmentof  music,  and)  though  it  has  no  literary 
society,  yet  literary  work,  such  as  debates,  essays,  etc.|  is 
carried  on  under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  teachers. 
It  has  a  select  library  af  about  100  volumes. 

The  enrollment  each  year  has  been  about  85.  There  have 
been  about  20  in  branches  above  the  public  school  curricu- 
lum, about  15  in  English,  16  in  higher  mathematics,  and  14 
in  sciences. 

We  are  fully  impressed  with  the  fact  that  one  of  the  gi^eat 
needs  in  educational  advancement  is  more  professional 
teachers,  teachers  educated  and  trained  for  their  special  life 
work.  No  true  teacher  can  ply  this  vocation  as  a  stepping- 
stone  to  something  higher.  The  laws  of  the  State  protect 
the  citizens  from  quack  doctors,  then  should  they  not  pro- 
tect the  destinies  of  immortal  minds  from  the  quack  peda- 
gogue ?  How  can  this  be  accomplished  better  than  by  es- 
tablishing a  State  Normal  College  ? 


POPLAR  CREEK   MALE  AND  FEMALE  ACADEMY. 
DR.   J.    W.    ARMSTRONG,    PRINCIPAL. 

This  school  ^as  organized  in  February,  1886,  with  the 
present  principal,  as  its  teacher.  The  school  being  small, 
at  first,  and  the  outlook  not  very  promising,  no  provision 
had  been  made  for  the  employment  of  an  assistant;  but  its 
growth  was  so  rapid^  and  the  demands  fo%*  educational 
facilities  in  the  neighborhood  were  so  imperative,  that  it 
soon  became  necessary  to  employ  a  young  lady  of  thorough 
qualifications  to  take  charge  of  the  primary  departments. 

We  have  three  buildings  used  by  the  school,  in  its  various 
departments — the  academy,  the  room  used  by  the  primary 
and  preparatory  department,  and  the  music  and  art  room. 
Th^se  houses  are  all  detached,  and  situated  on  different  spots 
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of  the  ten  acres  of  land  set  apart  for  the  school ;  and  are 
worth,  perhaps,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Our  facilities  for  accommodating  boarders  are  as  good  a» 
any  other  country  school,  without  dormitories,  which  neces- 
sarily forces  pupils  to  board  in  private  families,  which  w© 
do  not  regard  objectionable.  ^ 

Our  session  continues  ten  months,  and  includes  the  free 
school,  which  opens  usually  about  November  1st,  and  con-^ 
tinues  four  consecutive  months. 

During  the  free  term,  all  the  branches  are  taught,  in  which 
a  teacher  is  required  to  be  examined,  to  entitle  him  to  a  first 
grade  certificate ;  and  other  works  on  oral  analysis  will  be 
taught  after  completing » higher  English;  our  course  in 
matnematics  extends  through  trigonometry,  maintaining 
throughout  the  course  a  thorough  and  systematic  drill  in 
practical  a,nd  mental  arithmetic;  Latin  and  Greek  are  both 
taught;  and  much  stress  is  placed  upon  a  thorough  drill  in 
parsing  at  the  beginning ;  by  this  plan,  the  progress  of  the 
pupil  is  necessarily  slow,  but  thorough,  requiring  a  good 
deal  of  time  to  acquire  a  thorough  knowledge  of  these  studies. 

We  have,  this  session,  a  good,  strong  music  and  art  class^ 
both  of  which  are  under  the  control  of  one  teacher  of  emi- 
nent qualifications. 

Our  growth,  from  the  organization  of  the  school,  has  been 
sloW;  but  satisfactory ;  last  session,  and  this,  our  enroll- 
ment is  about  (110)  one  hundred  and  ten  pupils  each  year ; 
of  this  number,  about  25  are  pursuing  the  more  advanced 
studies. 

During  this  session,  there  are  about  fifteen  pupils  study- 
ing algebra,  and  7.  or  8  in  geometry ;  about  20  studying 
Latin,  and  about  30  in  the  sciences. 


THE  ROATEN  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 
W.   0.   ROATEN,   PBINOIPAL. 

This  school,  located  at  Walnut  Grove  Miss.,  was  established 
in  1890.  It  has  one  frame  building  of  twelve  rooms,  costing 
$1,200,  and  capacity  for  twenty-fivej  boarders  ^exclusive  ot 
those  kept  by  private  familes.  The  school  is  supplied  with 
patent  automatic  folding  seats,  maps,  globe,  etc.  It  is  non- 
sectarian,  and  is  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  principaL 
This  year  we  are  teaching  the  free  term  in  connection  with 
the  regular  term.     The  session  embraces  forty  weeks. 

Instruction  is  given  in  the  following  departments  :  Pri- 
mary,  intermediate,  high  school,   scientific,^.;.and  teachers' 
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training.  Nearly  all  the  pupils  take  at  least  a  part  of  the 
pablic  school  studies,  while  forty  per  cent,  or  more  have 
more  advanced  studies.  Classes  are  maintained  in  rhetoric, 
book-keeping,  algebra  and  psycology.  The  school  has  two 
literary  societies,  one  of  which  is  for  the  advanced  pupils^ 
and  the  other  for  the  primary,  both  of  which  are  doing  good 
work. 

Our  library  now  consists  of  about  300  volumes.  We  have 
recently  purchased  a  newspaper  outfit,  and  the  pupils  are 
doing  the  greater  amount  of  work  in  editing  and  pub- 
lishing The  Worker,  a  small  educational  journal.  Arrange- 
ments are  being  made  to  establish  a  telegraphic  depart- 
ment. 

The  enrollment  last  year  was  seventy-five,  without  any 
public  term.     This  year  it  will  be  about  one  hundred. 

W.  C.  Boaten,  the  principal,  instructs  all  the  advanced 
classes,  and  Mrs.  Eoaten  teaches  the  primary  and  interme- 
diate classes.  Mr.  W.  W.  Burns  is  at  present  tutor  in  the 
intermediade  department. 

This  school  is  an  independent  normal,  and  is  working 
earnestly  for  the  natural  education  ot  its  pupils.  We  are 
laboring  to  prepare  some  of  our  young  people  for  teachers 
— live,  practical  teachers — who  will  do  some  good  in  the  ed- 
ucational field,  and  as  many  of  our  pupils  are  already  doing 
good  work,  we  hope  our  work  is  not  in  vain. 


ROSE    HILL    INSTITUTE. 

O.   HUNT,    PRINOIPAL. 

The  people  of  Rose  Hill,  Jasper  county,  and  vicinity,  have 
long  manifested  more  than  ordinary  interest  in  school  affairs. 
Several  sessions  of  ten  months  each  were  taught  before  our 
late  war.  When  the  interests  of  our  State  demanded  it,  Eose 
Hill's  teachers  with  about  fifteen  ot  her  pupils  were  among 
the  first  of  Jasper's  gallant  sons  to  volunteer  their  services. 
After  the  war  the  school  was  continued  at  irregular  inter- 
vals until  1882,  when  the  present  buildings  were  erected  and 
a  charter  obtained.  Since  that  time  Eose  Hill  has  never 
been  without  her  ten  months  session  each  year,  taught  by 
two  or  three  efficient  teachers.  In  1890  the  original  charter 
was  amended,  and  an  act  passed  forbidding  the  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquors  within  5  miles  of  institute  building. 

The  present  school  property  consists  of  20  acres  of  land 
on  which  are  erected  two  buildings,  a  school  building  and  a 
teachers'    residence.     The   school   building   is   a  one-story 
E-23 
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wooden  structure,  ceiled  throughout,  painted,  and  supplied 
with  plenty  of  convenient  desks,  and  a  scientific  apparatus 
which  cost  $206.  The  two  wings  of  the  building,  each  35 
ieet  wide,  are  put  together  so  that  the  walls  form  two  right 
angles  with  their  sides  parallel.  From  the  outer  angle  to 
the  end  of  either  arm,  is  40  feet.  Eight  feet  of  the  width  of 
the  building  is  taken  up  by  a  piazza  which  extends  the  full 
length^  of  the  short  armed  angle.  The  buildings  cost  about 
$2,000. 

Pupils  board  at  teachers'  residence  and  in  private  families. 
The  school  is  under  the  control  of  nine  trustees,  one  of  whom 
is  elected  every  two  years.  It  is  non-denominational.  The 
free  school  is  taught  in  connection  with  private  term,  patrons 
supplementing  free  school  funds  so  as  to  make  rates  of  tui- 
tion. The  enrolment  for  the  past  five  years  has  been  from 
120  to  160  each  session.  Most  of  our  pupils  are  in  primary, 
introductory  and  preparatory  classes.  Our  chief  object  at 
present  is  to  do  thorough  work  in  these  grades.  For  any 
two  or  three  teachers  to  undertake  to  do  more  than  this,  in 
a  school  where  these  grades  are  taught  to  us,  is  simply 
absurd.  Miss  C.  H.  Boulton  has  charge  of  music  depart- 
ment. Instruction,  is  given  in  both  vocal  and  instrumental 
xausic. 


SYLVA    RENA    HIGH    SCHOOL. 
J.  P.  BINGHAM,  PBINOIPAL. 

This  school  is  located  six  miles  west  of  Water  Valley,  on 
the  Water  Valley  and  Cold  Water  road,  in  one  of  the  most 
fertile,  prosperous  and  healthy  sections  of  Yalobusha  county. 
It  is  in  the  midst  of  a  beautiful  grove,  and  has  been  in  ac- 
tive operation  since  November,  1889.  It  was  established 
and  is  supported  by  the  enterprising  citizens  of  this  commu- 
nity, who  desire  to  give  their  children  and  their  neighbors' 
children  the  benefit  of  a  high  school  education  at  a  less  ex- 
pense than  would  be  incurred  by  sending  them  from  home, 
aside  from  the  advantages  of  having  th^ir  boys  and  girls  sur- 
rounded by  home  influences. 

The  building  is  a  large,  two-story  frame,  valued  at  $1,500. 
It  is  furnished  with  the  best  patent  desks,  and  proper  atten- 
tion has  been  given  to  heat,  light  and  ventilation.  The 
grounds,  which  were  donated  by  one  of  our  good  citizens,  in- 
clude eight  acres  around  the  building.  The  school  is  man- 
aged by  a  board  of  directors^  is  undenominational  and  is  open 
for  both  sexes  on  an  equal  footing.     It  is  taught  during  the 
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free  term  as  a  public  school.  The  length  of  terms  has  been 
and  is  arranged  for  ten  months.  The  work  has  been  thorough 
and  systematic,  embracing  all  the  public  school  branches, 
English,  higher  mathematics,  and  composition.  The  work 
in  high  school  branches  has  hitherto  been  somewhat  limited, 
but  will  be  more  extensively  demanded  during  the  present 
year.  The  enrollment  last  year  was  about  75.  In  connec- 
tion with  our  regular  school  work,  we  have  a  most  interest- 
ing literary  society,  which  meets  twice  a  month  and  spends 
an  evening  in  reading,  recitations,  essays,  debates,  etc.  Yery 
material  benefits  have. been  derived  during  the  year  from 
this  work. 

Our  music  department  for  the  past  year  was  under  charge 
of  Miss  Dixie  Campbell,  a  young  lady  of  rare  accomplish- 
ments, as  well  as  an  experienced  and  successful  teacher.  Our 
^rst  assistant,  W.  E.  Hudson,  who  is  to  have  charge  of  the 
primary  department  for  the  coming  year,  is  a  young  man  of 
marked  ability,  and  has  just  finished  a  course  at  the  luka 
Normal,  luka.  Miss. 

Penmanship. — To  write  with  ease  and  legibility  is  an  ac- 
complishment so  desirable  that  we  have  decided  to  give 
special  attention  to  this  branch  in  all  departments  of  the 
school,  and  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  desire  it,  we  have 
arranged  to  give  a  thorough  course  in  book-keeping,  com- 
mercial law,  etc.  A  good  practical  education  is  worth  as 
much  to  a  young  man  as'^a  knowledge  of  all  the  classics.  Our 
course  of  study  is  intended  to  develop  harmoniously  and 
naturally,  all  the  powers  of  mind  and  body,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  store  the  mind  with  useful  knowledge. 

Our  object  and  efforts  are  to  prepare  boys  and  girls  for 
the  duties  and  stern  realities  of  life,  for  we  believe  with  the 
poat,  "Life  is  real,  life  is  earnest."  We  do  not  propose  to 
^nish  the  education  of  any  one,  but  a  correct  beginning  is 
what  we  greatly  desire. 

We  are  determined  to  make  this  institution  of  learning  all 
that  modern  methods  of  study  and  improved  plans  of  school 
management,  coupled  with  earnest,  faithful  effort  will  make 
it.  We  offer  a  thorough,  practical  and  extended  course,  at  a 
moderate  expense,  in  a  progressive  and  industrious  commu- 
nity, free  from  the  vices  and  corrupting  influences  of  towns 
imd  cities. 

Taking  the  history  of  the  past  as  an  index  to,  the  future, 
we  must  look  largely  to  the  country  boys  and  girls  to  fill 
positions  of  honor  and  trust,  and  should  prepare  them  by 
giving  them  a  liberal  education. 
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STEEN'S    CREEK   GRADED    SCHOOL. 

J.   E.  JUSTIOS,   PRINOIPAL. 

Steen's  Creek  Graded  School  was  established  in  1890,  and 
was  chartered  the  same  year.  It  was  chartered  as  Steen's 
Creek  High  School,  but  the  object  in  view  is  to  make  a  per- 
manent graded  school;  hence  the  above  assumed  name.  The 
first  year  of  its  organization  the  school  was  under  the  man- 
agement of  Mr.  C.  P.  Gilmer  who  fully,  succeeded  in  effect- 
ing a  work  destined  to  be  the  pride  of  its  patrons,  and  the 
community  in  which  it  is  located.  The  school  is  under  the 
official  management  of  a  board  of  nine  trustees,  elected 
every  three  years  by  an  association  censisting  of  the  pa- 
trons of  the  school.  These  trustees  are  empowered  to  grant 
diplomas  and  confer  degrees,  if  they  so  elect.  The  public 
school  trustees  act  in  conjunction  with  the  regular  board. 
The  entire  session  of  thirty-eight  weeks  includes  the  public 
school  term  of  four  months.  The  building  is  of  frame  work 
and  is  located  in  a  lot  of  four  acres  lying  in  the  suburbs  of 
the  town.  The  rooms  are  furnished  with  desks  of  the  best 
manufacture — ^the  '*  Perfect  Automatic,"  and  the  "  New 
South."  Value  of  building,  grounds,  furniture,  etc.,  is  about 
$1,000. 

Nothing  was  done  toward  the  gradation  of  the  system 
until  the  present  management  assumed  charge  of  the  system^r 
Many  irregularities  were  found  in  the  work,  but  these,  to  a 
great  extent,  have  been  removed.  The  work  in  the  public 
school  branches  extends  to  the  seventh  grade,  and  embraces 
philosophy  and  physiology  in  the  seventh.  One  year  is  re- 
quired to  complete  the  course  of  study  in  the  seventh 
grade,  and  also  one  year  to  finish  the  eighth,  thus  giving 
two  years  to  high  shool  work. 

HIGH   SCHOOL  STUBI^S. 

Seventh  Grade — General  history,  Duval's  history  of  Mis- 
sisippi,  comprehensive  physiology,  natural  philosophy, 
physical  geography,  elementary  algebra,  higher  arithmetic, 
rhetoric,  Latin  grammar  and  reader. 

Eighth  Grade — Higher  algebra,  geometry,  English  litera- 
ture, Caesar,  Virgil,  Cicero's  Orations,  geology,  book-keep- 
ing. 

The  music  department  is  under  the  control  of  an  efficient 
and  talented  teacher.  A  good  number  of  the  girls  and  young 
ladies  of  the  school  are  enrolled  in  this  department.  This 
will  be  made  a  more  special  feature  of  the  work  hereafter 
than  it  has  been  heretofore. 

Number  pupils  enrolled  last  year,  171 ;  number  in  higher 
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EDglish,  8  ;  in  higher  mathematics,  8 ;  in  Latin,  7 ;  in  sci- 
ences, 8  J  in  general  history,  8. 

Our  school  is  almost  in  its  infancy.  Belying  upon  the 
prospects  before  us,  and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  patrons 
and  teachers,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  carry  on  our  work  to  a 
high  plane  of  success. 


TALLAHATCHIE    NORMAL    HIGH    SCHOOL. 

J.    8.    THORNTON   AND   E.   L.   BARRIOKMAN,   PRINCIPALS. 

This  school  was  established  in  Tallahatchie  county  two 
and  one-half  miles  west  of  Oakland,  in  the  year  1889,  and 
controlled  the  first  half  session  by  a  board  of  trustees.  In 
the  fall  of  1889,  entire  conti'ol  was  given  to  the  principal,  J. 
8.  Thornton.  At  the  beginning  of  the  third  session,  1890,  E. 
L.  Barrickman  accepted  a  position  as  associate  principal.  It 
has  never  been  chartered,  but  an  application  will  be  made  for 
one  as  soon  as  the  Legislature  meets.  The  property  consists  of 
a  two-story  frame  building,  valued  at  $1,500,  also  a  four-acre 
lot.  Twenty  young  ladies  can  be  accomihodated  in  young 
ladies  boarding  house,  and  thirty  young  men  in  private  fam- 
ilies. The  furniture  is  valued  at  $200.  The  school  is  a  pri- 
vate normal,  non-sectarian,  has  no  endowment  fund,  and  is 
controlled  entirely  by  the  principals.  The  length  of  session 
is  eleven  and  one-half  months.  The  public  school  is  taught 
here,  and  during  the  f^ee  term  each  pupil  is  credited  with  the 
amount  the  county  pays 

The  school  is  divided  into  ten  departments — Primary,  in- 
termediate, preparatory  scientific,  teachers',  business,  scien- 
tific, classic,  music  and  art.  The  subjects  taught  beyond 
grammar  and  composition,  include  rhetoric,  logic,  political 
economy,  mental  philosophy  and  criticisms  of  American  and 
English  authors  ;  beyond  arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry,  trig- 
onometry, analytics  and  calculus ;  in  the  natural  sciences, 
physiology,  philosophy,  chemistry,  botany,  geology,  and  as- 
tronomy ;  in  Latin,  fables,  CsBsar,  Latin  Grammar,  Ovid, 
Virgil,  Cicero  and  Horace ;  in  Greek,  Greek  grammar,  Greek 
lessons,  Xenophon,  Homer  and  Greek  Testament. 

The  school  has  one  literary  society,  the  Philomathian,  and 
Kormal  Congress.  The  work  done  in  the  former  consists  of 
debates,  essays,  and  parliamentary  drills  ;  in  the  latter,  work 
similar  to  that  done  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

One  year  is  given  to  the  scientific  Latin  and  one  year  to 
the  classic  Latin.  Fables  and  one  book  of  CsBsar  are  gener- 
ally studied  before  entering  the  scientific,  making  two  and 
one-half  years.     One  year  is  devoted  to  the  study  of  Greek, 
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and  one  and  one-balf  year  to  the  natural  sciences.    The  li- 
brary has  three  hundred  volumes. 

The  enrollment  last  year  was  140 ;  nnmber  in  high  school 
studies  88 ;  number  beyond  arithmetic  88  ;  nnmber  in  Latin 
5 ;  nnmber  in  the  sciences  88. 


TOMBIGBEE    NORMAL    INSTITUTE. 
J.   0.   BSNBDIOTy  PBINOIPAL. 

The  academy  is  a  two-story  ^me  building,  containing^ 
eight  rooms  and  three  verandas,  in  good  condition.  It  is 
situated  in  Fulton,  Miss.,  on  a  two-acre  tract,  one-fourth  mile 
from  the  court-house,  comprising  mainly  the  flattened  crest 
of  a  ridge,  and  ornamented  with  numerous  primeval  oaks. 

Students  have  access  to  a  well  selected  library  of  about 
100  volumes,  belonging  to  the  principal.  Our  session  is 
ten  months  with  four  months  public  school. 

Instruction  is  given  in  all  public  school  branches,  and 
special  attention  'devoted  to  beginners,  who  are  taught  to 
read  and  write  the  first  day  they  are  in  school.  Other 
branchcH  at  present  or  recently  pursued  embrace  rapid  pen- 
manship, natural  elocution,  word  analysis,  Latin,  English 
literature,  book-keepings  algebra,  geometry  and  astronomy. 
The  advance  science  class  will  pursue  botany  in  the  spring. 
There  are  eleven  pupils  studying  music  and  two  studying 
drawing.  Opportunity  is  given  for  the  pursuit  of  any  or 
all  of  the  natural  sciences,  ancient  and  modem  history^ 
political  economy,  mental  philosophy  and  mathematics  to  and 
including  calculus. 


TYLERTOWN    NORMAL    INSTITUTE. 

J.   L.   SPENOE,   PRINCIPAL. 

This  institution  was  established  and  chartered  in  1884* 
The  school  lot  consists  of  one  acre.  The  buildings,  three  in 
all,  are  neat  frame  structures,  divided  into  six  rooms  of  the 
following  dimensions  and  uses  :  No.  1,  45  by  80  teet,  No.  2, 
80  by  30  feet.  No.  3,  30  by  15  feet,  recitation  rooms ;  No.  4, 
45  by  25  feet,  art  room ;  No.  5,  22  by  14  feet,  music  room 
and  No.  6,  14  by  10  feet,  library.  The  boarding  facilities 
consists  of  two  dormitories,  one  for  boys,  capacity  twenty- 
eight  boarders,  and  one  for  girls,  capacity  thirty -two  board- 
ers.    Bach  dotmitory  is  on  a  lot  of  one  acre.     Cost  of  school 
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buildings  $2,800 ;  equipments,  musical  instruments,  patent 
desks,  library  and  apparatus  $900  ;  dormitories,  each  $1,500. 
Total  cost  $6,200.  Managed  by  a  permanent  board  of  trus- 
tees. Taught  as  public  school  during  free  term.  Session 
forty  weeks.     Stnctly  non-sectarian. 

Departments. — Primary,  intermediate  and  collegiate.  Pub- 
lic school  curriculum  adopted  as  a  whole.  To  the  English, 
beyond  grammar  and  composition,  is  added  rhetoric  general 
history,  English  and  American  literature,  logic,  political 
economy,  each  twenty  weeks;  mental  and  moral  philosophy, 
each  sixteen  weeks;  history  of  words  ten  weeks;  and  Christ- 
ian evidence,  twelve  weeks  ;  to  mathematics  beyond  arith- 
metic,  algebra,  elementary  and  university,  fifty  weeks;  geom- 
etry thirty  weeks;  trigonometry  and  surveying,  each  twelve 
weeks ;  mensuration,  four  weeks,  and  astronomy  fourteen 
weeks;  sciences,  botany,  geology,  zoology,  each  twelve 
weeks ;  chemistry,  sixteen  weeks ;  physics,  thirty  weeks. 
The  course  in  Latin,  Greek,  music  and  art,  comprises  four 
years,  and  Anglo-Saxon,  one  year. 

Clio-Philomathean  literary  society  is  doing  efficient  work 
in  improving  the  students  in  composition,  declamation  and 
forensic  disputation.  The  library  contains  300  well  selected 
volumes,  mostly  new,  and  not  Congressional  reports. 

Enrollment 1887,  115;  1888,  90;  1889,  138;  1890,143; 

1891,  148.  Number  last  year  in  English  beyond  grammar  and 
composition,  20  ;  in  mathematics,  beyond  arithmetic,  19 ;  in 
sciences,  30 ;  in  languages,  six.  i 

One  noticeable  feature  of  this  institution  is  the  marked  in- 
terest taken  in  the  workings  of  its  minutest  details,  and  the 
undivided  support — both  in  patronage  and  money — ^given 
by  its  founders  and  friends.  Another  is  the  steadily  increas- 
ing boarding  patronage  from  many  adjoining  counties  of 
Mississippi  and  parishes  of  northern  Louisiana.  This  never 
falls  below  one-third  of  the  attendance.  This  can  be  at- 
tributed only  to  the  fact  that  the  parents  are  rapidly  becom- 
ing educated  up  to  the  point  of  understanding  that  "school- 
keeping"  is  not  "school-teaching,"  andthatonly  well  trained 
teachers,  supplied  with  improved  apparatus,  can  give  child- 
ren the  best  advantages.  It  is  this  knowledge,  gained  after 
an  era  of  darkness,  that  has  caused  the  erection  of  twelve 
beautiful  high  school  buildings  which  do  lasting  honor  to 
Pike  county  and  to  Mississippi. 


VAIDEN   MALE  AND    FEMALE  INSTITUTE. 
W.   W.   WOODSON,   PRINCIPAL. 

This  institution  was  founded  about  1870,  by  the  late  Dr. 
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WE8TVILLE    HIGH    SCHOOL. 
H.  L.  WHITFIELD,  PRINCIPAL. 

Westville  High  School  is  situated  at  Westville,  the  county 
seat  of  Simpson  county.  It  is  now  enjoying  the  most  suc- 
cessful season  of  its  three  years'  history.  Five  teachers  are 
employed,  including  a  music  teacher. 

The  enrollment  for  the  present  session  has  reached  147. 
The  school  is  graded,  but  has  a  great  many  elective  studies 
after  the  seventh  grade.  The  course  is  so  arranged  that 
students  can  be  prepared  for  the  junior  class  at  the  Univer- 
sity. 

A  normal  class  is.  taught  for  the  benefit  of  those  in  the 
public  schools. 

Three   classes  in  Latin — ^first,   second    and    third    year. 

Course  in   elementary  algebra,  complete  algebra,  geometry 

\  and   Greek.     Classes  in  Anglo-Saxon  and  general  history 

will  be  organized. 

The  school  is  a  private  one,  but  embraces  four  months 
public  school. 


YELLOW    ACADEMY. 

JAS.  R.  GULLEDGE,  PRINCIPAL. 

This  school  was  established  in  1888,  and  placed  under  the 
management  of  the  present  principal.     It  is  controlled  by 
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five  trustees,  three  of  whom  select  and  elect  teachers.  It 
has  been  growing,  numerically,  year  after  year.  It  is  well 
equipped  with  every  essential,  such  as  slate  blackboards, 
maps,  physiological  charts,  globe,  improved  school  desks, 
teachers'  chairs  and  tables,  hat-racks,  etc. 

The  building  is  new,  and  valued  at  $800 ;  equipments  new, 
valued  at  $800 ;  total,  $1,100. 

The  trustees  have  purchased  recently  an  excellent  organ 
for  the  academy  literary  society,  costing  $65.  Organ  not  in- 
cluded in  value  of  equipments. 

HIGH  SCHOOL  WORK. 

Ninth  grade. — Blementary  algebra  reviewed  and  university 
begun^  higher  finished,  physics,  physical  geography^  elocu- 
tion, civil  government,  penmanship,  State  history  and  U.  S. 
history  reviewed. 

Tenth  grade. — Geometry,  botany,  Latin  declamation,  es- 
says, Hill's  rhetoric  (advanced),  Bnglish  history,  university 
algebra,  penmanship. 

Eleventh  grade.^ — ^Trigonometry,  mental  philosophy,  Ba- 
con's essays,  Latin,  political  economy,  biography. 

It  is  our  desire  to  prepare  our  students  for  college  and  we 
advise  them  to  go  when  prepared. 
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ABHRDBBN  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 

G.  M.  LOVEJOTy   SUPBBINTINDBNT. 

A  handsome  brick  building  was  erected  by  the  city  in 
1890,  which  cost  $25,000.  The  style  of  building  is  after  an 
approved  plan  furnished  by  Messrs.  Bruce  b  Morgan  of  At- 
lanta. 

It  contains  eleven  rcToms,  exclusive  of  hall  and  super- 
intendent's office.  Each  grade  room  has  attached  to  it  a 
cloak  room  for  the  accommodation  of  pupils,  and  also  a  pri- 
vate room  for  teachers.  The  building  is  heated  by  the 
Buttan-Smeed  system,  which  cost  the  city  $2,500.  The  ven- 
tilation is  perfect.  Nothing  can  conduce  more  to  the  health 
and  t  comfort  of  pupils  than  the  hot  and  cold  air  system 
adopted  here.  Furniture  of  the  latest  design  and  pattern 
has  been  purchased.  Cost  of  building,  $25,000 ;  of  Buttan- 
Smeed  system,  $2,800 ;  of  furniture,  $3,000 ;  entire  cost, 
$30,800.  The  building  with  its  equipments  is  an  ornament 
not  only  to  Aberdeen,  but  to  Mississippi,  and  the  exceed- 
ingly liberal  and  educational  spirit  of  Aberdeen  can  not  be 
too  highly  commended. 

The  colored  school  building  is  a  large,  comfortable  house 
containing  eight  rooms  exclusive  of  large  assembly  hall. 

Total  enrollment  during  session  1890~'91 — ^whites,  412; 
colored,  450.  In  white  school,  the  attendance  averaged 
fully  90  per  cent ;  in  colored  school,  50  per  cent. 

In  primary  and  grammar  departments  there  are  eight 
grades,  embodyinej  eight'  year's  work.  Three  years  are 
adapted  to  high  school  work.  First  year's  course  embraces 
Latin,  French  or  G-erman,  algebra  and  rhetoric.  Second  or 
Junior  year,  Latin,  French  or  German,  geometry,  physics, 
chemistry,  civil  government.  Third  year  or  Senior,  Latin, 
geology,  astronomy,  English  literature  and  review  oi  arith- 
metic, geography  and  grammar.  Begular  exercises  in  com- 
position and  declamation  are  required  of  all  pupils' through- 
out the  entire  course.     Yocal  music  and  calisthenics  daily. 
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Pupils  preparing  for  college  may  substitute  Greek  for 
French  or  G-erman  in  first  and  second  year. 

There  is  an  excellent  apparatus  attached  to  the  white 
school  for  pursuing  full  course  in  natural  science,  consisting 
of  Toepler-Holtz  machine,  yalveless  air  pump,  etc.  The 
business  department  attached  to  the  public  school  system  is 
an  admirable  feature.  In  it  a  complete  commercial  course  is 
taught,  including  t3rpewriting  and  stenography.  Having 
completed  the  course  a  young  man  is  equipped  for  the  stern 
realities  of  life.  In  the  white  school  there  are  ten  teachers, 
who  receive  $50  per  month. 

The  first  grade  is  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Allen  Cox ;  sec- 
ond grade.  Miss  Clara  Sims;  third  grade^  Miss  Daisy 
Haughton ;  fourth  grade,  Mrs.  Virginia  Boss ;  fifth  grade, 
Miss  Josie  Bumpass  ;  sixth  grade.  Miss  Julia  Ecf  ord ;  seventh, 
eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  taught  respectively  by  Miss  Lucy 
Simpson,  Miss  Ella  Gill  and  Mrs.  Archie  Sale.  Miss  Willie 
Word  is  at  the  head  of  the  business  department. 

Superintendent  G.  M.  Lovejoy  presides  over  the  public 
school  system  and  receives  a  salary  of  $1,500  a  year.  There 
is  great  and  growing  enthusiasm  in  Aberdeen  on  the  subject 
of  education,  and  the  citizens  take  just  pride  in  their  beauti- 
ful building,  splendid  school  and  its  excellent  faculty. 


CANTON  GEADBD  SOHOOL. 

H.  J.   7BT,   SUPBRINTBNDBNT. 

The  schools  of  Canton  have  been  on  rather  a  standstill 
for  some  time,  the  people  taking  little  interest — ^thus  mak- 
ing the  work  of  the  teachers  an  up-hill  business.  The  re- 
port for  the  last  two  years,  closing  in  May,  1891,  shows  the 
following  results  as  gathered  from  such  sources  as  are  at 
hand  :  Enrollment  in  male  school  75  ;  average  attendance, 
50 ;  female  school,  which  was  entirely  separate,  enrollment, 
87  ;  average  attendance,  about  70. 

Our  school  grounds  are  ample  and,  well  located  in  the 
center  of  the  town,  with  first-class  surroundings ;  our  build- 
ings are  in  a  very  bad  state  of  repair,  so  much  so  that  our 
city  authorities  are  now  talking  seriously  of  building  a  fine 
building  during  the  coming  summer,  and  with  pres- 
ent prospects  we  will  have  it  certain,  at  a  cost  of  about  $12,- 
000.  Our  equipments  are  modern  and  we  are  well  supplied 
with  most  of  the  necessary  apparatus  for  primary  work.  So 
much  for  the  school  as  it  was.  The  remainder  will  be  de- 
voted to  the  school  as  it  is.     Our  people  seeing  the  neoessi- 
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ty  of  a  better  state  of  affairs  determined  to  improve  their 
school  facilities,  and  selected  to  take  charge  of  the  school  a 
man  who  had  made  some  reputation  in  the  State  as  an  edu- 
cator, especially  as  an  organizer  of  graded  schools,  and  they 
secured  his  services,  and  now  have  under  his  administration 
a  first-class  graded  school,  with  an  enrollment  at  the  end  of 
the  second  month  of  220,  an  average  attendance  of  207. 

With  six  grades  below  the  high  school  grades  and  two 
grades,  a  seventh  and  eighth  in  the  high  school  grade,  this 
school  has  also  a  ninth  grade,  enabling  it  to  prepare  any 
pupil  for  the  freshman  course  in  any  college  in  the  South,  or 
for  the  sophomore  course  in  nine-tenths  of  our  colleges,  not 
only  this,  it  is  keeping  thousands  of  dollars  in  our  midst 
'  that  went  abroad  to  educate  the  children  heretofore,  and 
what  is  better  ptill,  it  has  brought  a  large  increase  in  attend- 
ance from  the  surrounding  country,  who  were  compelled  to 
do  without  that  practical  development  that  we  give  here, 
thus  enabling  them  to  get  a  first-class  practical  education 
that  came  within  their  means.  And  to-day  Madison  county 
boasts  of  being  able  through  their  separate  schools  to  give 
her  citizens  a  fine  practical  education  at  home.  To-wit :  we 
have  17  students  in  Latin,  3  in  Greek,  15  in  composition,  66 
in  literature,  30  in  algebra,  15  for  geometry,  20  for  philoso- 
phy and  physics,  20  for  advanced  arithmetic,  12  in  civil 
government  and  political  economy,  20  in  advanced  gram- 
mar, 15  in  advanced  United  States  history,  12  in  English 
history,  20  in  book-keeping.  All  of  the  above  are  in  the 
high  school  grades  and  this  would  be  practically  impossible 
without  a  graded  school. 

Faculty— H.  J.  Pry,  supt.,  $125 ;  principal,  W.  B.  Jones, 
$55;  Mrs.  Ann  Webster,  $55.  Mrs.  Mackey,  Miss  Minnie 
Bowers,  and  Miss  Cornelia  Baughn  each  $45. 

Our  school  has  had  the  effect  to  make  our  private  schools 
better,  and  with  present  prospects  will  drive  all  competitors 
from  the  field  by  another  year.  The  prejudice  which  existed 
at  first  in  regard  to  co-education  has  all  disappeared  and  all 
seem  to  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  plan  of  teaching  the 
boys  and  girls  together,  as  they  will  do  any  place  where  it  is 
given  a  fair  trial.  The  children  stimulate  one  another  to 
better  work  and  have  a  fine  influence  on  the  order  and  de- 
portment of  our  school. 

Canton  touches  her  hat  to  her  sister  towns  and  wishes 
them  as  great  success  in  the  educational  field  as  she  is  mak- 
ing and  if  your  town  wonH  give  you  a  graded  school  we  will 
welcome  you  to  our  fine  educational  advantages. 

This  report  would  be  incomplete  without  reference  to  our 
genial  and  earnest  active  county  superintendent,  Dr.  W.  J. 
Mhoon,  who  is  doing  his  best  to  bring  his  county  to  the  front 
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in  edno&tional  matters.  We  are  convinced  that  he  will  suc- 
ceed, and  second  his  nomination  for  re-appointment  to  this 
position  of  trust  and  honor,  and  we  think  our  State  board 
should  nominate  him. 

Ottr  colored  schools  has  an  enrolment  of  200 ;  average 
attendance  175,  and  all  under  the  direct  supervision  of  city 
superintendent.  They  are  in  a  flourishing  condition  and 
bid  fair  to  rank  with  any  in  the  State. 


CLAEKSDALB   GEADBD  HIGH  SOHOOL. 

J.  B.   HOPKINS,   PRINOIPAL. 

The  Olarksdale  school,  under  a  graded  system,  was  organ- 
ized in  1886.  A  new  building,  80  by  50  feet,  and  two  stories 
high,  was  erected  by  a  stock  company,  comprising  the  best 
element  of  citizenship  of  this  growing  city  of  the  Yazoo 
Delta.  The  grounds  and  building  cost  $8000.  School  furni- 
ture and  apparatus,  about  $800. 

The  enrollment  is  81 ;  average  attendance,  75.  The  school 
is  divided  into  primary,  intermediate,  grammar  and  high 
sehool  grades.  The  number  of  grades  below  the  high  school 
is  six.  Comprising  in  the  primary  three  years ;  and  the 
same  number  in  the  intermediate  and  grammar  school  grades. 
Two  *years  are  devoted  to  high  school  work,  making  eight 
in  all.  The  course  of  study  is  as  follows :  First  grade  first 
half  year :  Charts,  primer,  drawing,  read  and  write  num- 
bers to  100,  counting  100  by  successive  additions  of  ten  and 
three ;  formation  of  script  letters.  First  grade,  second  half 
year:  Holmes'  first  reader,  drawing,  arithmetic  through 
addition,  subtraction  and  multiplication,  with  the  use  of  signs, 
counting  100  by  successive  additions  of  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10, 
11  and  12,  and  back  to  0  bj  subtraction  ;  writing,  HowelFs 
penmanship  copy  book,  No.  1 ;  Hansell's  primary.  Second 
grade,  second  year :  Holmes'  second  reader,  Hansell's  pri- 
mary speller,  page  60  arithmetic,  Venable's  primary  to  page 
117,  geography,  oral  and  use  of  charts,  writing  Hansell's 
penmanship,  Nos.  1  and  2  ;  drawing  continued.  Third  grade : 
Holmes'  third  reader,  complete  Hansell's  speller,  arithmetic, 
complete  Venable's  primary,  Maury's  elementary  geography 
to  South  America,  Knox-Heath  language  lessons,  part  1 
page  100 ;  writing  and  drawing. 

Intermediate  and  Grammar  Department. — Fourth  grade : 
Holmes'  fourth  reader,  Beed's  word  lessons,  page  112 ;  arith- 
metic, Venable's  practical  progressive;  complete  Maury's 
elementary  geography  ;  complete  Knox-Heath  language  les- 
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fions,  part  1 ;  history,  oral  and  by  charts  ;  map  drawing  and 
writing.  Fifth  grade:  Holmes'  fifth  reader;  complete 
Seed's  word  lessons ;  Venable's  practical  arithmetic  to  page 
213 ;  Reed  &  Kellogg's  graded  English  ;  Chambers'  primary 
history ;  Maury's  manual  of  geography  to  South  America 
and  map  drawing;  Smith's  primary  physiology;  penman- 
ship. Sixth  grade:  Written  spelling;  mental  arithmetic 
and  select  reading,  each  twice  a  week ;  complete  Yenable's 
practical  arithmetic ;  complete  Maury's  manual,  and  devote 
-^ve  months  to  physical  geography ;  Eeed  &  Kellogg's  higher 
English ;  Chambers'  higher  United  States  history,  complet- 
ed ;  Steele's  physiology,  completed ;  algebra,  last  three 
months,  Robinson's  elementary. 

High  School  Department. — Seventh  grade :  Algebra,  Rob- 
inson's elementary ;  English  history ;  book-keeping ;  philos- 
ophy ;  rhetoric  and  composition ;  Latin  ;  Greek.  Eighth 
grade  :  Geometry ;  Latin  ;  Greek  ;  mental  philosophy ;  liter- 
ature ;  trigonometry  and  logic. 

Ten  students  are  taking  a  course  in  Latin,  two  are  study- 
ing Greek  ;  four  are  taking  a  higher  English  course,  includ- 
ing mathematics  and  some  of  the  sciences. 

The  following  books  have  been  adopted :  Maury's  geo- 
graphies. Holmes'  readers,  Venable's  arithmetics,  Colburn  & 
Wheeler's  mental  arithmetic.  Chambers'  United  States  his- 
tories. Smith's  hygiene  and  physiology,  Knox-Heath's  lan- 
guage lessons.  Gage's  introduction  to  physics^  Reed's  word 
lessons,  Hansell's  primary  speller,  Hansell's  penmanship, 
Reed  &  Kellogg's  grammars. 

The  school  is  in  a  flourishing  condition ;  students  eager 
for  advancement,  and  much  interested  in  their  work.  Those 
in  the  higher  grades  are  especially  ambitious  in  their  studies 
and  anxious  to  attain  standing  and  promotion  in  their  clas- 
ses. 

The  community  at  large  is  exhibiting  some  interest  in 
school  matters,  but  not  so  much  as  such  an  enterprising  and 
public-spirited  class  in  such  a  growing  locality  as  this  de- 
mands. 

Teachers. — J.  E.  Hopkins,  principal ;  Miss  Allie  Barnes, 
first  assistant ;  Miss  Mage  Stewart,  second  assistant. 


WYlfN-PRBSTON  INSTITUTE. 

W.  D.  SHUE,  PRINCIPAL. 

During  the  session  of  1889~'90  the  same  building  that  had 
then  for  some  time  been  used  was  occupied  by  the  school. 
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The  teaohers  then,  were  Proi.  W.  B.  Mabry,  principal,  and 
Hisses  Ida  Williams  and  Willie  Proyine,  assistants.  The 
number  enrolled  that  year  was  about  seventy-five,  and  the 
school  was  successfully  taught  for  seven  months.  The 
building  then  occupied  was  not  deemed  sufficiently  large  for 
a  growing  school,  and  did  not  have  the  conveniencies  of  the 
modern  school  building,  so  the  citizens  of  Coffeeville  deter- 
mined to  erect  a  new  building,  which  determination  was 
carried  into  effect  during  the  summer  of  1890.  The  build- 
ing is  a  large  one,  and  will  accommodate  250  pupils.  Its  di- 
mensions are  50x120  feet.  There  are  two  stories,  the  upper 
one  of  which  is  occasionally  used  as  an  opera  room,  and 
also  contains  the  art  and  music  departments.  In  the  lower 
story  are  the  study  hall  and  the  principaFs  room.  The  rec- 
itation rooms  are  in  the  old  building  which  is  adjoining  to 
the  new.  The  building  is  a  frame  one,  erected  at  the  cost  of 
$3,500. 

As  soon  as  the  new  building  had  been  completed  it  was 
occupied  by  the  school,  which  had  as  teachers  W.  D.  Shue, 
principal,  and  Miss  Stella  Barksdale  and  Mary  Bell  Lester^ 
assistants. 

The  first  day's  enrollment  was  only  60,  but  before  the 
close  of  the  school  the  names  of  57  more  had  been  added^ 
making  in  all  117.  This  year  some  improvements  were 
made  in  .the  high  school  work,  and  the  board  added  four 
years  to  the  common  school  work — ^three  years  to  be  devo- 
ted to  high  school  or  academic  work. 

The  branches  taught  in  these  four  years  are  as  follows, 
viz: 

First  year — Latin  begun,  higher  history  (or  French  his- 
tory), grammar,  rhetoric ;  belles-lettres.  Talisman,  Ivanhoe, 
Eosselos,  physiology  and  algebra. 

Second  year — Latin,  English  history,  rhetoric  completed  j 
belles-lettres.  Merchant  of  Yenice,  Paradise  Lost  (books  I 
and  n),  and  Lucidos ;  geometry. 

Third  year — Latin,  French  (elective),  English  literature ; 
belles-lettres,  Hamlet,  Evangeline  and  Hawthorne's  works  > 
general  history,  mental  philosophy,  mythology,  trigonome- 
try and  surveying. 

Fourth  year — Latin,  French  (elective),  moral  philosophy, 
logic  and  political  economy,  physics;  belles-lettres,  Mac- 
beth and  DeQuincey's  works ;  analytical  geometry. 

At  present  only  ten  are  studying  Latin  and  ten  French. 
The  courses  in  Latin  are  well  selected,  only  the  best  authors 
being  read.  Greek  and  German  may  be  taught  any  who 
desire  to  study  them.  The  school  is  rapidly  improving, 
and  over  150  are  expected  for  the  session  of  1891-'92.  The 
school  was  taught  nine  months  last  year. 
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The  high  school  course  has  been  selected  to  meet  the  wants^ 
of  those  who  care  for  a  liberal  education  without  attending 
college,  and  has  so  far  proved  so  effective  as  to  bring  hither 
many  who  were  going  to  attend  other  schools. 

Faculty — W.  D.  Shue,  principal,  $80 ;  Miss  Stella  Barks- 
dale,  assistant,  $50 ;  Miss  Mary  Bell  Lester,  Assistant,  $50. 


COLUMBUS  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

J.   M.  BARROW,   PRINCIPAL. 

Since  my  last  report,  made  two  years  ago,  the  old  baild- 
iags  of  Franklin  ^Academy  have  been  torn  down  and  re- 
placed by  a  three-story  brick  building  of  twelve  rooms,  with 
a  capacity  for  seating  from  fifty-five  to  sixty  pupils  each^ 
and  a  large  chapel  of  eight  hundred  seats.  The  building  is 
furnished  with  gas,  and  water  from  the  city  water-works. 
It  cost  $18,200.  All  of  this  has  been  paid  without  issuing 
any.  bonds  or  contracting  an^  debt. 

'No  change  has  been  made  in  our  colored  school  building* 
within  the  past  two  years. 

The  course  of  study  in  both  schools  is  the  same  as  in  my 
last  report  except  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  grades.  We  have 
ten  grades  (one  year  to  each  grade).  In  the  ninth  and  tenth 
grades  are  taught  higher  arithmetic,  algebra,  to  equations  of 
the  second  degree,  English  grammar,  Latin,  as  far  as  three 
books  of  CfiBsar,  and  Latin  composition.  The  average  num- 
ber in  these  grades  is  as  follows  :  In  arithmetic,  50;  algebra 
60 ;  English  grammar,  50  ;  English  composition,  6j0  ;  U.  s! 
history,  50  ;  phsiology,  50 ;  botany,  23 ;  Latin .  41 ;  natural 
philosophy,  3.  The  lines  between  these  two  grades  are  not 
closely  drawn.  To  complete  them  requires  from  three  to 
to  four  years,  according  to  the  capacity  and  diligence  of  the 
pupil.  The  text-books  used  in  these  grades  are  as  follows : 
Kobinson^s  intellectual  and  Wentworth  &  Hill's  practical 
arithmetics,  Wentworth's  higher  algebra^  Eeed  &  Kellogg's 
higher  English,  Collar  &  Daniel's  first  Latin  book,  Allen 
&  Greenough's  Latin  grammar  and  Caesar,  Steele's  popular 
physics,  Tracy's  physiology,  Youman's  botany,  Eggleston's 
tJ.  S.  history  and  Kennedy's  "What  Words  Say." 

The  text-books  adopted  by  our  city  trustees  are  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Speller,  Swinton's ;   reader,   Barnes' ;  arithmetic,    Apple- 
tdn's  and  Robinson's  intellectual ;  geography,  Barnes' ;  gram- 
mar, Barnes'  short  studies  in  English  and  Eeed  &  Kellogg's  • 
£-21 
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natural  pbilosophy,  Steele's  popular  physics ;  physiology, 
Smith's  and  Tracy's ;   history,  Eggleston's. 

Enrolment  tor  the  year  1889-'90,  white,  576 ;  colored, 
612.  Average  attendance,  white,  886 ;  colored,  406.  Total, 
792. 

Names  of  Faculty  and  salary  of  each  per  month. — Mr.  S. 
M.  Nash,  $65 ;  Mrs.  Lizzie  S.  Kale,  $65  ;  Miss  Jennie  Worth- 
ington^  Mrs.  Lula  Fort,  Miss  Buth  Koger,  660  each  ;  Miss 
Sarrah  Sherrod,  Miss  Mary  Mayo,  $50  each  ;  Miss  Blannie 
Shields,  $60 ;  Miss  Sallie  Koger  and  Miss  Lou  Neilson,  640 
each.  Colored  teachers — Mr.  W.  I.  Mitchell,  $65 ;  H.  B. 
Brothers,  $85  ;  T.  P.  Harris,  Mrs.  Kattie  Johnson,  $80  each ; 
Mrs.  Hester  Moody,  Mrs.  Morgan,  625  each ;  Miss  Mattie 
Farnandis,  Emanuel  Boyd,  620  each 

The  above  salaries  do  not  fairly  represent  the  relative 
merits  of  the  teachers,  or  the  work  done  by  them  in  the 
schools.  The  city  council  fix  these  salaries,  and  occasionally 
other  considerations  than  merit  control  their  action. 


BILOXI  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 

J.    L.   LADD,   PRINCIPAL. 

Biloxi,  the  oldest  town  in  Mississippi  (founded  in  1699), 
fronts  the  famous  Ship  Island  harbor  to  the  south  and  the 
Back  Bay  of  Biloxi  to  the  north.  Its  beautiful,  high,  dry, 
healthful,  peninsular  location  attracts  many  guests  from 
southern  cities  in  summer,  and  from  northern  regions  in 
winter.  Formerly,  the  children  of  these  temporary  resi- 
dents were  either  taught  by  private  tutors  or  kept  at  schools 
elsewhere ;  while  the  children  of  nearly  one-half  of  the 
permanent  residents  were  kept  at  work  in  the  numerous 
fish  and  oyster-packing  factories  of  the  town.  Owing  to 
these  and  other  causes,  the  school  here,  up  to  1889,  was 
rather  a  crude  affair,  poorly  housed,  poorly  equipped  and 
confined  to  a  term  of  four  or  five  months  in  each  year. 

In  1889  the  school  took  possession  of  a  magnificent  new 
building,  erected  at  a  cost  of  610,000  and  presented  to  the 
town  by  H.  T.  and  F.  T.  Howard.  Possessing  a  liberal  cul- 
ture themselves,  they  appreciated  the  great  need  of  better 
school  facilities  by  the  town  in  which  they  were  bom  and 
reared.  The  building  is  about  66  feet  square,  with  pro- 
jections north  and  south  for  the  stairways  and  cloak  rooms. 
It  is  two  stories  high,  with  a  large  study-room  on  each  floor, 
and  recitation  rooms  adjoining.  Under  the  bell-tower  is  an 
octagonal  room  on  each  floor — one  used  as  a  library  and 
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the  other  as  a  museum.  The  building  is  architecturally 
beautiful,  is  very  convenient,  and  is  well  finished,  both  in- 
side and  outside.  The  study-rooms  are  seated  with  first- 
class  individual  desks.  The  equipment  consists  of  ample 
black-board  space,  maps,  charts,  globe,  microscope,  a  six- 
foot  telescope  ;  kindergarten  paraphernalia,  etc.  There  are 
concrete  walks,  artesian  water,  etc. 

During  the  term  of  1889-'90,  Prof.  A.  M.  Whipple,  a  very 
competent  man,  was  principal ;  and,  although  his  corps  of 
teachers  was  not  large  enough  to  handle  the  school  to  the 
best  advantage,  and  his  own  work  was  hindered  by  failing 
health,  the  school  made  fair  progress.     Enrollment,  245. 

In  October,  1890,  J.  L.  Ladd,  a  graduate  of  the  Missouri 
State  University,  was  chosen  principal.  He  at  once  set 
About  grading  and  popularizing  the  school.  By  a  liberal 
use  of  the  columns  of  the  local  paper,  he  awakened  popu- 
lar interest  and  secured  therefrom  a  hearty  co-operation  and 
valuable  aid.  Incongruities  of  classification  were  remedied 
and  a  course  of  seven  years  or  grades  was  established  ;  be- 
ginning with  the  kindergarten  and  ending  with  completed 
arithmetic,  geography,  grammar,  rhetoric,  physiology  and 
natural  philosophy.  A  literary  society  was  organized  in 
the  6th  and  7th  grades,  and  the  work  of  collecting  a  library 
iind  museum  was  begun.  By  the  close  of  the  term  nearly 
400  volumes  had  been  secured  for  the  library  and  several 
hundred  specimens  of  varying  scientific  and  historic  interest 
had  been  collected  in  the  museum.  In  August,  1891,  Dr.  P. 
•G-irardin, — an  old  and  highly  cultivated  citizen — dy- 
ing bequeathed  to  the  museum  a  collection  of  mounted 
birds  and  reptiles  valued  at  more  than  61,000.  Before  the 
<3lose  of  the  term  several  pupils  of  the  7th  grade  passed  the 
official  examination  and  secured  certificates  to  teach.  Not- 
withstanding the  prevalence  of  the  grip  and  an  epidemic  of 
measles,  the  average  enrollment  during  the  term  was  259. 

As  the  school  has  grown  in  reputation  it  has  attracted  the 
Attention  of  the  summer  and  winter  residents,  many  of 
whom  now  have  homes  here  and  bring  their  children  with 
them.  The  packing  companies-  having  prospered,  their  em- 
ployes have  become  well-to-do  and  are  each  year  giving 
their  children  fewer  hours  in  the  factory,  and  more  in 
school.  The  present  board  of  trustees  came  in  with  the 
new  building,  and  to  their  untiring  energy,  unselfish  de- 
votion, courage,  tact  and  ability  is  largely  due  the 
rapid  growth  and  present  efficiency  and  prosperity  of 
the  school.  A  tax  of  three  mills  would  support  a  high 
Bchool,  and  the  town  is  now  ripe  for  such  an  enterprise,  and 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  if  the  present  board  be  re-appointed, 
the  high  school  will  come  hi  the  near  future. 
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At  the  begiDDing  of  the  present  term  (1890-.'91)y  the  en- 
rollment was  250,  and  it  is  expected  to  reach  300. 

Books  in  use :  McGnffey^s  readers  and  spellers,  fall  series ; 
Bay's  arithmetic,  full  series ;  Eclectic  geographies ;  Eeed  & 
Kellogg's  grammars ;  Hart's  rhetoric  ;  Steele's  physiology ; 
Steele's  physics ;  Spencerian  copy-book ;  Bggleston's  histo-- 


nes. 


Present  corps  of  teachers  and  salaries  :  Mr.  J.  L.  Ladd, 
principal,  $100  per  month ;  Miss  Josephine  Santini,  assist- 
ant, 645 ;  Miss  Edna  Holley,  assistant,  635 ;  Miss  Minnie 
Ladd,  assistant,  630 ;  Miss  Luce  Melancon,  kindergartner, 
$45. 


BEOOKHAVEN  GRADED  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 

MISS   LOU  LOVELL,   PRINOIPAL. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  Brookhaven  public  school-house 
was  laid  with  Masonic  ceremonies,  December  30, 1890.  The 
building  is  a  substantial  two-story  brick  structure.  There 
i^  an  entrance  in  both  front  and  rear.  On  the  first  floor 
these  entry  halls  open  into  a  large  study  hall  into  which 
open  two  recitation  rooms  and  the  principal's  office.  Back 
of  the  study  hall  and  opening  into  it  and  the  rear  entry 
hall  is  the  primary  department.  At  present  the  second 
floor  is  one  large  room  opening  into  the  upper  entry  halls, 
and  into  a  room  intended  for  a  school  library ;  when  fin- 
ished, it  will  be  divided  into  study  and  recitation  rooms. 
The  building  is  well  heated  throughout ;  the  study-hall  and 
primary  department  by  stoves,  the  other  rooms  by  grates. 
Ventilation  and  light  are  amply  provided  for.  The  furni- 
ture is  all  new.  The  double  desks  are  of  4he  most  improved 
kind,  as  are  the  recitation  seats  and  teachers'  desks,  and 
chairs.  The  school  is  supplied  with  foot-mats,  hat-racks, 
clock,  bells,  slate-blackboards,  outline  maps,  a  globe, 
reading  chart,  numeral  fi'ame,  and  many  other «  useful 
articles.  When  the  building  is  finished  and  furnished 
throughout  (as  it  will  be  in  a  few  months),  the  cost  of 
grounds,  building,  and  furniture  will  aggregate  ten  thous- 
and five  hundred  dollars.  The  graded  system  was  not 
adopted  until  the  fall  of  1890.  On  October  6th,  1890,  the 
beginning  was  made  in  a  rented  hall  without  school  furni- 
ture or  appliances  of  any  description.  The  enrollment  the 
first  day  was  67.  The  school  increased  rapidly.  During 
the  eight  months'  session  of  1890-'91  the  average  monthly 
enrollment  was  102  and  the  average  daily  attendance  82. 
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The  session  of  1891-'92  opened  with  141  pupils.  Up  to 
date  (November  27)  the  enrollment  is  105  boys  and  88  girls, 
total  198.  The  average  number  belonging  is  161.  The 
average  number  attending  daily,  151.  The  course  of  study 
at  present,  extends  through  nine  grades  (years),  two  of 
these  grades  constituting  the  high  school  department.  The 
course  of  study  in  those  two  years  embraces  arithmetic, 
algebra,  geometry,  book-keeping,  ancient  And  modem  his- 
tory, physics,  physical  geography,  and  English  literature. 

The  text-books  adopted  by  the  board  of  control  are : 
Barnes's  readers,  geographies,  and  histories;  McGuffey's 
revised  speller ;  fieed  &  Kellogg's  graded  and  high  lessons 
in  English ;  Knox-Heath's  elementary  lessons  in  English ; 
Bobinson's  progressive  arithmetics ;  Steele's  physics  and 
hygienic  physiology;  Harper's  fifth  reader;  Went  worth's 
algebra ;  Eclectic  geometry  ;  Maury's  physical  geography ; 
Power's  accountant,  and  fiaub's  English  literature. 

During  the  eleven  months  of  its  history  the  Brookhaven 
graded  public  school  has  grown  steadily  in  favor,  each 
month  has  witnessed  the  accessions  to  the  ranks '  of  its 
friends.  Its  board  of  control,  principal^  and  teachers  are 
hoping  and  laboring  to  make  it  each  month  more  efficient 
and  a  greater  blessing  to  Brookhaven,  and  Lincoln  county,, 
and  through  them  to  the  entire  State.  The  teachers  for  the 
session  of  1891~'92  are  Mrs.  A.  D.  Ewing,  Miss  Olivia 
Sones,  Miss  Annie  Buie,  and  Miss  Kate  Mikell. 


COEINTH. 

WM.  J.  LAMB,  PRINCIPAL. 

School  began  November,  2d,  opening  with  170  pupils.  At 
close  of  first  month  it  numbered  225.  At  close  of  first  week 
of  second  month,  we  have  enrolled  236.  Out  of  this  number 
there  are  about  40  taking  high  school  work.  There  are 
about  18  studying  Latin^  English  and  higher  mathematics. 
Others  of  the  number  40  mentioned  have  some  high  school 
-v^^ork  and  some  graded  work.  The  prospect  for  a  good 
school  here  was  never  better.  Every  one  seems  to  be  taking 
a  great  interest  in  school  work.  I  only  give  this  flattering 
report,  because  of  the  numerous  complimentary  reports  that 
come  to  me  about  the  school. 

List  of  books  are  as  follows : — McGuffey's  reader,  Wilson's 
speller,  Bobinson's  mathematics,  Monteith's  geography, 
Chambers's  history,  Eeed  &  Kellogg's  grammars,  Steele's 
physiology  and  philosophy. 
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CEYSTAL  SPRINGS  GRADED  SCHOOL. 

p.  H.  TTLIB,  FBINOIFAL. 

Tbe  graded  school  of  Crystal  springs  was  organizod  about 
fonr  years  ago,  but  owing  to  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of 
prominent  oitizena,  insnfflcient  buildings,  and  other  adverse 
influences,  it  did  not  at  first  take  its  proper  rank  among  the 
graded  schools  of  the  State.  Two  years  ago,  however,  the 
patrons,  and  other  prominent  boainess  men  of  tbe  town, 
united  and  voted  the  necessary  innds  to  erect  and  farnisb  a 
suitable  school  building.  This  was  ready  for  occupancy 
early  in  February,  of  this  year.     We  have   now  a  building 


CBTSTAL    BFRinaB     GRADED    SCHOOL. 


Separate  School  Distriots.  375 

convenient  in  arrangement,  amply  large,  and  for  beauty  of 
finish,  within  and  without,  we  believe,  unsurpassed  by  any 
of  nearly  equal  cost  to  be  found  within  the  State.  It  is  a 
source  of  congratulation  to  the  citizens,  and  an  object  of  ad- 
miration to  visitors. 

The  cost  of  the  building,  with  equipments,  was  something 
under  610,000.  We  have  good  desks,  a  full  supply  of  solid 
slate  blackboards,  recitation  benches,  teachers'  desks,  all 
necessary  maps,  charts,  etc.  The  first  floor  consists  of  three 
commodious  class  rooms,  with  cloak  room  attached,  and  en- 
trance halls ;  the  second  floor  is  designed  for  the  "Hall 
plan"  of  instruction,  having  a  large  hall,  69  by  40  feet,  and 
three  recitation  rooms  adjoining.  The  building  will  accom- 
modate more  than  200  pupils. 

The  primary  and  high  school  grades  are  on  the  lower  floor ; 
the  intermediate  and  grammar  grades,  from  third  to  seventh, 
inclusive,  occupy  the  hall  on  the  second  floor.  The  enroll- 
ment for  the  last  scholastic  year  was  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pupils,  and  the  percentage  of  attendance  was  fairly  good. 
Our  high  school  begins  with  the  eighth  grade  year  and  com- 
prises a  two  years'  course.  At  present  about  thirty  pupils 
are  in  attendance  in  this  department.  We  consider  the  high 
school  a  most  important  feature  of  the  school.  The  training 
8  academic  and  preparatory.  Our  object  is  to  so  ground 
the  pupil  in  the  principles  of  a  good  education  and  to  induce 
such  habits  of  study  and  research  that  he  will  be  fully  pre- 
pared, not  only  to  enter  well  in  a  higher  institution  of  learn- 
ing, but  to  hold  rank  among  its  best  students.  We  endeavor 
to  have  the  pupil  so  master  the  entire  course  of  study  that 
there  will  be  no  need  of  his  ever  having  to  traverse  that 
ground  again.  The  pupils  work  with  commendable  Zealand 
the  results  are  indeed  gratifying.  The  public  high  school  is 
the  stepping-stone  from  the  common  school  to  the  college; 
it  takes  the  place  of,  and  is  in  certain  respects  superior  to  the 
private  academy.  Our  people  recognize  in  it  a  most  impor- 
tant adjunct  to  the  common  school. 

This  separate  school  district  adopted  text-books  in  line 
with  the  county  adoption.  In  the  high  school  we  use  Went- 
worth's  mathematics.  Gage's  physical  sciences,  Montgomery's 
history  of  England  and  Barnes's  general  history,  Lockwood's 
lessons  in  English,  Collar  and  Daniel's  and  A.  and  G's  Latin 
and  Guyot's  physical  geography. 

The  names  of  the  present  faculty  are  P.  M.  Tyler,  princi- 
pal ;  Miss  Hattie  Fewell,  first  assistant ;  Misses  M.  Lackey, 
M.  Linfield,  M.  Hyland  and  Mrs.  Ora  Thomson.  The  teach- 
ers draw  a  monthly  salary  ot  640. 
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DUEANT  PUBLIC  SOHOOL. 

G.  W.  SMITH,   SUPERmTSNDENT. 

Dnrant  has  two  school  baildings — one  for  the  white  and 
one  tor  the  colored  children.  These  buildings  and  lots  are 
worth  about  $8,000.  The  buildings  are  framed,  and  are  not 
large  enough  to  meet  the  growing  demands.  This  matter 
has  been  placed  before  the  city  authorities,  and  we  hope  that 
Another  year  will  not  close  before  Durant  shall  have  a  school 
building  of  which  she  will  be  justly  proud. 

For  lack  of  sufficient  funds  to  employ  a  full  coi*ps  of  teach- 
ers and  of  school-room  facilities,  the  schools  of  the  city  have 
not  been  properly  graded — one  teacher  often  being  compelled 
to  take  charge  of  two  or  more  grades,  thus  rendering  the 
work  less  efficient  and  satisfactory  to  both  teacher  and 
parents.  Our  finances,  however,  are  assuming  a  better 
^hape,  and  in  a  short  time  these  defects  will  disappear. 

The  records  of  the  school  and  the  school  work  were  kept 
in  the  office  of  Superintendent  G.  T.  Hamilton,  and  in  the 
^reat  fire  of  last  spring,  were  burnt,  so  that  no  accurate  re- 
port can  be  made ;  and  as  much  of  it  would  be  guess  work^ 
we  deem  it  best  to  omit  it  altogether.  Suffice  it  to  say  the 
schools  have  been  graded,  as  best  could  be  under  the  cir- 
•cumstances,  and  the  work  of  the  teachers  has  been  satisfac- 
tory. We  have  had  about  15  students  in  Latin,  some  of 
whom  are  now  attending  colleges  at  different  points.  The 
public  term  continues  seven  months  in  the  year. 

English  literature,  algebra,  geometry,  trigonometry,  Latin 
and  Greek  are  taught  in  .highest  grade.  The  colored  school, 
of  course,  does  not  grade  above  the   common  school  system. 

The  list  of  books  adopted  by  the  town  authorities  is  the 
same  as  that  adopted  by  the  county  board,  and  is  of  the 
American  Book  Company  and  gives  general  satisfaction. 

The  faculty  of  the  white  school  for  1889-^90  was  Prof.  J.  H. 
Hammet,  superintendent  city  schools  and  principal  of  the 
white  school — salary  $100  per  month;  Prof.  G.  T.  Hamilton, 
1st  assistant,  665  per  month  ;  Miss  Cecile  Eamsey,  2d  assist-, 
ant,  $65  per  month;  Miss  Ahgie  Melton,  3d  assistant;  $65 
per  month. 

Colored  faculty  for  same  term  :  E.  W.  Jackson,  principal, 
t^O  per  month ;  Mrs.  P.  J.  Jackson,  1st  assistant,  640  per 
month ;  Mrs.  Amanda  Hatcher,  2d  assistant,  630  per  month. 

White,  for  1890-'91 :  Professor  J.  W.  Martin,  city  super- 
intendent and  principal  of  the  white  school,  6100  per 
month;  Prof.  C.  S.  Drake,  1st  assistant,  650  per  month; 
Miss  Katie  Bachus,  2d  assistant,  650  per  month ;  Mrs.  Mar- 
tin, 3d  assistant,  650  per  month. 

Colored,  same  as  last  term,  and  salary  the  same. 
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Present  faculty,  G.  W.  Smith,  city  superintendent  and 
principal  of  white  school ;  Miss  Cecile  Eamsey,  Ist  assist- 
ant; Miss  Fannie  Owens,  2d  assistant;  Miss  Georgia  W. 
Nicholson,  3d  assistant. 

Colored  is  the  same  as  last  term. 


GEBBNVILLB  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 

E.    E.    BASS,    SUPERINIXNDENT. 

Our  present  school  hoard :  Messrs.  Theo.  Pohl,  Wm.  M. 
Worthington  and  Wm.  Yerger. 

Buildings  same  as  reported  in  your  last  biennial;  are  in  good 
«tate  of  repair.  The  board  will  be  compelled  to  erect  a  new 
building  for  white  children  before  another  school  year  opens. 
They  will  contract  for  and  build  immediately  a  four-room 
school  for  colored  children.  Both  schools  are  crowded  and 
-especially  the  colored.  The  reports  show  in  white  school 
ior  month  of  December,  1891 :  Number  enrolled  for  month, 
boys,  223 ;  girls,  191 ;  total,  414.  Daily  attendance,  boys, 
214 ;  girls,  184 ;  total,  398. 

Colored  School. — Number  enrolled  for  month,  boys,  173  ; 
girls,  249  ;  total,  422.  Daily  attendance,  boys,  165  ;  girls, 
238 ;  total,  403.  ^ 

The  colored  school  during  the  month  after  the  new  year 
is  largely  increased  in  attendance.  January  4,  1892,  there 
were  45  new  pupils  in  colored  bchool. 

Expenses. — Teachers,  (white  school  (10),  including  super- 
intendent) salaries,  66,075 ;  salaries,  colored  teachers  (7), 
$2,360 ;  janitors  (2),  $270  ;  coal  and  incidentals,  6120  ;  total, 
<8,885. 

Faculties  1891-'92 ^White  school,  E.  E.  Bass,  principal 

And  superintendent ;  Miss  Christian,  high  school ;  Miss  Darl- 
ing, eigth  grade;  Miss  Gordon,  7th  grade;  Miss  Trigg,  sixth 
grade ;  Miss  Shields,  fifth  grade ;  Miss  Montgomery,  fourth 
^ade;  Miss  Harbison,  third  grade;  Miss  Trigg,  second 
^rade;  Miss  Karris,  first  grade  and  assistant  in  high  school. 

Colored  school. — E.  E.  Bass,  superintendent ;  W.  J.  Jor- 
<ion  principal  and  teacher  in  sixth  and  seventh  grade ;  Mr. 
Harvey,  fifth  grade ;  Mrs.  Garrett^  fourth  grade  ;  Mrs.  Lewis, 
third  grade  ;  Mrs.  Pearce,  second  grade;  Misses  White  and 
Smith,  first  grade. 

Library  has  been  added  to  and  improved. 

Bought  a  piano  and  the  school  will  pay  for  same. 


Sbpakatk  School  Dibtriots. 


Separate  Sohool  Distbiots.  379 

HATTIBSBURG  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 

8.   H.    SHANNON,   PRINOIPAL. 

The  main  building  is  34  by  60  feet  wii\^  an  arm  or  ell  at 
one  end  28  by  40  feet ;  this  is  connected  by  a  platform,  say, 
40  feet  to  the  third  building — size,  33  by  56  feet.  This  is 
divided  into  two  rooms,  with  a  small  office  room  for  princi- 
pal in  corner  of  one.  The  grounds  are  nicely  located  on  the 
brow  of  a  hill,  slightly  inclined  sufficiently  to  serve  as  a 
drainage.  The  property  is  valued,  or  will  bring  between 
$2,500  and  $3,000.  The  rooms  are  nicely  seated  with  folding 
desks,  and  are  supplied  with  stoves,  blackboards,  maps, 
globes,  charts  and  apparatus  for  the  study  of  chemistry,  etc« 

Number  of  scholars  enrolled,  two  hundred  and  thirty  ^ 
average  attendance,  two  hundred ;  number  of  grades,  nine } 
below  high  school,  seven ;  number  of  years  devoted  to  high 
school;  two. 

First  year's  high  school  course,  viz  :  Bobinson's  practical 
arithmetic  completed,  Hansell's  geometry,  Hansell's  course  in 
book-keeping,  Stuarf  s  classics,  English  grammar,  P.  &  B's 
history  of  England,  Latin  grammar,  Bingham  and  Smith's  ele- 
mentary physiology,  completed. 

Second  year's  work. — ^Mathematics,  Eobinson's  higher 
arithmetic  completed ;  Davies'  higher  algebra ',  geometry, 
Stewart  and  Wentworth;  classics  continued;  rhetoric,  Quack- 
enbos';  Latin,  Caesar;  Steele's  physiology  completed,  Steele's 
physics  completed,  and  chemistry. 

Number  studying  Latin,  12  ;  English  grammar,  25  to  30  i 
sciences,  25 ;  language  lessons,  125.. 

List  of  text-books  as  adopted  by  the  trustees  of  Hatties- 
burg  graded  school,  viz :  Beader,  McGuffey's  revised ;  spel- 
ler, Harrington  ;  mathematics,  Bobinson  ;  algebra,  Davies  ; 
geometry,  Stuart ;  geography,  Cornell's  first  steps,  Mau- 
ray's  elementary  and  complete ;  history,  Hansell ;  physiol- 
ogy, Smith's  elementary  and  Steele's  ;  physiology,  Steele's  ; 
Miss,  copy  books. 

The  above  is  from  memory  ;  don't  know  whether  it  is  cor- 
rect or  not.     Will  send  list  later. 

I  am  satisfied  that  our  school  is  on  the  high  road  to  suc- 
cess. Am  told  by  those  who  live  here  that  the  present  school 
is  much  better  than  any  they  have  ever  had.  There  is  a 
bright  outlook  for  the  youths  of  this  community. 

Principal,  S.  H.  Shannon,  per  month  $75;  first  assistant, 
Miss  Mary  Morrison,  $35  ;  second  assistant,  Miss  Annie  Mc- 
Enistry,  $30 ;  third  assistant.  Miss  Mary  Oliphant,  $25. 
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HAZLBHUEST  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

G.  W.  TURNER,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Our  magnificent  school  building  was  erected  four  years 
ago  at  an  expense  ^of  twenty-three  thousand  dollars,  being 
complete  in  every  particular,  built  under  plans  by  the  de- 
signer of  the  Cotton  Centennial  of  New  Orleans  (Alexan- 
der), and  being  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Isaac  D. 
Smeed's  system,  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Last  year  the  enrollment  was  250  and  the  average  attend- 
ance 193.  This  year  the  enrollment  is  279,  with  an  average 
of  218,  and  85  in  the  high  school  department  (6th,  7th  and 
8th  grades). 

The  high  school  department  is  at  present  under  two  expe- 
rienced educators,  both  adapted  to  the  work  of  this  depart- 
ment, one  of  whom.  Prof.  T.  L.  Trawick  of  Crystal  Springs, 
made  the  highest  mark  on  the  October  examination  ever 
made  in  this  county.  The  books  in  the  high  school  depart- 
ment adopted  by  the  board  of  control  are  as  follows  : 

Mathematics — Eobinson's  arithmetic,  Bobinson's  geometry 
and  Bobinson's  trigonometry  and  calculus,  Bobinson's  mental 
arithmetic,  Bobinson's  complete  algebra ;  Swinton's  outlines 
of  history,  Barnes'  complete  history  of  the  United  States, 
Maury's  physical  geography,  Harvey's  grammar,  Quacken- 
bos'  rhetoric,  Steele's  chemistry,  natural  philosophy,  astron- 
omy and  physiology;  Latin, CsBsar,  Virgil  and  Cicero,  Allen 
k  Greenough's  grammar. 

By  classes — Latin,  in  high  school,  36 ;  geometry,  20 ; 
trigonometry  and  calculus,  12 ;  mental  arithmetic,  52 ;  En- 
glish composition,  68  ;  physical  geography,  52 ;  complete, 
arithmetic,  68 ;  Swinton's  outlines  of  history,  52 ;  Barnes' 
complete  history,  30. 

There  are  three  years  devoted  to  high  school  work  in  the 
sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades. 

The  community  seem  thoroughly  awake  to  the  interests 
of  the  school,  and  parents  who  have  had  children  off  attend- 
ing colleges  have  recalled  them  and  placed  them  in  our 
high  school^ — a  sure  indication  of  its  appreciation.  Chil- 
dren seem  to  strive  to  out  vie  one  another  in  their  studies, 
and  the  community  is  in  thorough  sympathy  with  our 
school  and  its  appointments. 

As  yet  we  have  collected  no  library  but  that  in  the  future. 
Wejhave  thorough  and  extensive  laboratory  of  apparatus^ 
llustrative  of  every  department  of  science ;  physiological 
charts,  full  size ;  globes,  equatorial  and  mounted ;  com- 
passes and  dividers  for  blackboard  work ;  blocks,  illustra- 
tive of  all  mathematical  figures,  and  a  valuable  addition  just 
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recently  made ;  Kennedy's  mathematical  forms,   a  new  in- 
vention that  ought  to  be  in  every  school  room,  by  which  a 
child  can  see  at  a  glance  the  relation  between  diameter  and 
circumference.    The  ^'pons  asinorum  '*  is  understood  at  once ; 
cube  root  as  simple  as  two  and  two  make  four. 

List  of  Tsaohers. — Prof.  T.  L.  Trawick,  principal,  $100 ; 
Miss  Marie  Menger,  $40;  Miss  Josie  Andrews,  $40;  Miss 
Lula  Anding,  $40;  Mrs.  S.  Sorsby,  $40;  Miss  Maud  B, 
Hawkihs,  $40 ;  Prof.  G.  W.  Turner,  superintendent,  $100. 


HOLLY  SPEINGS  NORMAL  INSTITUTE. 

W.   A.   ANDERSON,   PRINCIPAL. 

The  Holly  Springs  Normal  Institute  was  erected  in  the 
year  1879,  and  the  school  was  organized  in  October  of  that 
year.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  conducted  as  a  mixed 
school  for  whites.  It  is  situated  in  a  beautiful  lot  of  four 
acres,  in  the  central  part  of  the  city.  The  building  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  $4,000.  There  are  six  rooms,  three 
being  above  stairs  and  three  below.  The  lot  on  which  the 
school  is  built  is  worth  $1,200.  The  equipment  of  the  school 
consist  of  physiologieal  and  reading  charts,  globe,  black- 
boards, etc.,  costing  about  $100. 

There  has  been  an  enrollment  of  about  225  pupils,  and 
about  50  of  these  reside  without  the  corporate  limits.  The 
teachers,  four  in  number,  are  elected  annually  on  the  first 
of  August,  by  a  board  of  trustees. 

The  course  of  study  in  this  institution  is  as  follows :  Pri- 
mary, intermediate,  grammar  and  high  school  departments. 
The  studies  belonging  to  the  regular  public  school  curri- 
culum are  taught  in  the  primary,  intermediate  and  grammar 
departments,  with  the  additioc  of  Latin^  in  the  fifth  grade, 
and  Latin,  physical  geography,  history  of  England  and 
algebra  in  the  sixth.  There  are  six  grades  below  the  high 
school. 

High  School  Department. —  Seventh  grade:  Beading, 
natural  philosophy,  arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry,  Latin, 
Latin  reader  and  0©sar,  Greek  grammar,  general  history, 
book-keeping,  civil  government  and  rhetoric. 

Eighth  grade  :  Higher  algebra,  geometry,  trigonometry, 
astronomy,  chemistry,  Latin,  Sallust  and  Cicero,  Greek 
reader  and  Xenophon's  Anabasis. 

Ninth  grade:  Trigonometry,  surveying,  mental  philos- 
ophy, zoology,  geology,  logic,  literature;  Latin,  Virgil, 
Horace  and  Livy;  Greek,  Herodotus.  It  requires  four  years 
to  complete  the  high  school  course. 
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Id  the  high  school  proper  there  are  not  more  than  18 
pupils  studying  Latin,  20  English^  20  mathematics,  and  20 
the  sciences.  In  the  higher  grades  of  the  school  there  are 
85  studying  Latin,  38  Bnglish,  38  mathematics,  80  the 
sciences.  The  Latin  pupils  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades, 
and  the  English,  mathemati^^s  and  sciences,  of  the  sixth  are 
included  in  the  latter. 

The  text-hooks  adopted  by -the  board  of  trustees  are  as 
follows :  Geography,  Maury;  grammar,  Hyde  for.  lower 
grades;  Reed  &  Kellogg  for  higher;  arithmetic,- Bo binson  ; 
history  of  the  United  States,  Hansell ;  history  of  England, 
Goodrich ;  general  history,  Swinton's  outlines ;  spelling, 
Swinton  for  lower  grades;  Seed  for  higher;  reading. 
Holmes'  and  Lamb's  tales  for  advanced  classes ;  physiology, 
Steele;  natural  philosophy,  Steele;  Latin  grammar,  Bing- 
ham ;  algebra,  Bobinson's  elementary,  Wentworth's  higher; 
rhetoric,  Lookwood  ;  English  literature,  Shaw. 

The  school  is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition,  and  the 
pupils  are  doing  fine  work.     Our  motto  is  "thorough  work." 

The  faculty  of  the  school  consists  of.  W.  A.  Anderson, 
principal;  A.  D.  Chesterman,  first  assistant;  Mrs.  N.  B. 
Fant,  second  assistant;  Miss  Daisy  Lucas,  third  assistant. 

The  salary  of  the  principal  is  $100  per  month ;  the  first 
assistant  receives  $75 ;  and  the  second  and  third  assistants, 
$50  each  per  month. 


JACKSON  GBADBD  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 

•      J.    0.   HARDT,    PRINCIPAL. 

The  school  buildings  of  this  city  are  the  same  as  reported 
in  your  last  biennial  report*  Since  then  the  city  has  ex- 
pended $500  upon  new  equipments  for  the  school.  The 
enrolment  for  the  year  1890-'91  was,  boys,  220 ;  girls,  243 ; 
total,  463.  Average  attending  per  month  was  437.  The 
enrolment  up  to  date  for  year  1891-'92  is,  boys,  271 ;  girls, 
279  ;  total,  550.  Average  attendance,  boys,  240  ;  girls,  245 ; 
total,  485.  There  are  seven  years  below  high  school  and 
three  years  in  high  school. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY  IN  HIGH   SCHOOL. 

First  year. — Bobinson's  elementary  algebra,  Allen  & 
Greenough's  Latin  grammar,  Maury's  physical  geography, 
Markham's  history  of  England,  general  exercises  in  spelling, 
composition,  vocal  music,  graded  singer  No.  3,  supplementary 
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readiDg:  Tales  from  Shakespeare,  Scotfs  Ivanhoe  and  (raj 
Hannering. 

Second    year Geometry    (WeDtworth),    Latin  (Osesar), 

general  history,  Gage's  physics,  review  English  and  business 
arithmetic,  compositions,  vocal  masic,   graded  singer  No.  3. 


JACKSON    GRADED    PDBLtC    SCHOOL. 

Third  year. — Latin  (Virgil),  trigonometry  (Wentworth), 
civil  government  (Fiske),  lessons  in  language,  composition, 
rhetoric  (Lock-wood),  and  English  literature. 
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Those  completing  this  course  receive  diplomas.  Fiver 
completed  the  course  last  year,  and  six  will  finish  this  year. 
Of  the  five  who  completed  the  course  last  year,  one  has  gone 
off  to  college,  three  have  entered  the  school-room  as  teachers, 
and  one  is  engaged  as  a  type-writer.  In  the  first  year  15  are 
now  enrolled  ;  in  the  second  year,  13,  and  in  the  third  year^ 
6. 

Some  of  the  children  have  formed  themselves  into  a^ 
"Library  Association,''  fitted  up  a  nice  library  room  and 
have  collected  over  four  hundred  volumes  of  the  very  best 
books.  They  are  constantly  adding  new  selections,  and  I  am 
determined  to  keep  up  an  interest  in  this  work  by  encourag- 
ing the  teachers  to  join  the  association,  and  collect  a  "teach- 
er's library"  at  the  same  time. 

Faculty. — J.  0.  Hardy,  principal,  $160  per  month;  W.  E, 
Mabry,  first  assistant,  $75  per  month ;  Miss  Lorena  Duling^, 
principal  of  hall,  $65  per  month ;  Miss  Annie#Hemingway^ 
in  fourth  grade,  $45  per  month ;  Miss  Ida  Baines,  in  first 
grade,  $45  per  month;  Miss  Mary  Green,  in  the  seventh 
grade,  $41.65  per  month ;  Miss  Eugenia  Granberry,  in  sixth 
grade,  $41.65  per  month  ;  Mrs.  O.  Wall,  in  fifth  grade,  $41.65' 
per  month ;  Miss  Emma  French,  in  eighth  grade,  $40  per 
month ;  Miss  lola  Tapley,  in  third  and  fourth  grade,  $40  per 
month ;  Mrs.  Nannie  McWillie,  in  third  grade,  $40  per  month ;, 
Miss  Bosa  Wolff,  in  second  grade,  $40  per  month ;  Miss 
Annie  Buckley,  in  first  grade,  $40  per  month. 


MBBIDIAN  6BADED  AND   INDUSTBIAL  SCHOOLS. 

A,  A.  KINOANNON,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

By  referring  to  my  report  of  two  years  ago  you  will  get 
all  the  necessary  data  regarding  the  Meridian  school  build- 
ings, lots,  furniture,  library,  apparatus,  etc.  Since  that  re- 
port no  additions  in  the  way  of  houses,  have  been  made  by 
our  school  board,  but  school  apparatus  is  added  as  necessity 
demands. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  our  board  to  erect  a  suitable  building 
for  the  growing  quarter  of  our  city  known  as  South  Side^ 
where  a  school  was  established  at  the  beginning  of  the  ses- 
sion of  1890-^91,  and  also  a  building  for  the  colored  children 
in  lieu  of  the  one  recently  burned. 

In  the  white  schools  of  the  city  we  have  29  teachers  ;  and 
in  the  colored  8,  including  the  principal ;  divided  as  fol- 
lows : 

OENTRAL  HIGH   SOHOOL. 

Miss  Annie  Williams,  principal,  salary   $75  per  month ; 
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Mrs  F.  J.  Mosby,  9th  grade,  $60 ;  Miss  Alice  Bull,  8th  grade, 
$60;  Miss  Maria  Sadler,  7th  grade,  $60;  Miss  Marianne  du 
Quercron,  6th  grade,  $50 ;  Miss  Fannie  White,  6th  grade, 
$50 ;  Miss  May  Durham,  5th  grade,  $40  ;  Miss  Mattie  Owen, 
4th  grade,  $40 ;  Mrs.  V.  P.  Hooper,  3d  grade,  $40 ;  Mrs.  M. 
J.  Murphy,  2d  grade,  $40 ;  Miss  Mary  Hackett,  1st  grade, 
$40;  Miss  Willie  Brown,  1  st  grade,  $40  ;  Miss  Zelle  Watts, 
Music  (independent  class);  Miss  Edna  Lockard,  typewriting 
$40.  ^' 

WITHERSPOON   SCHOOL. 

Miss  Sunie  Boydstun,  principal,  salary  $60  per  month  • 
Miss  Lena  Davidson,  4th  grade,  $40 ;  Miss  Pet  Moore,  3d 
grade,  $40  ;  Miss  Lida  Terry,  2d,  grade,  $40 ;  Miss  May  An- 
drews, 1st  grade,  $40  ;  Miss  Blanche  Buntyn,  1st  grade,  $40. 

CHALK  SCHOOL. 

Miss  Kate  Moseley,  principal,  salary  $60  per  month  ;  Miss 
Patty  Woods,  6th  grade,  $40 ;  Miss  Nancy  *Beasley,  4th 
Made,  $40 ;  Miss  Susie  Montgomery,  3d  grade,  $40 ;  Miss 
Sate  Griffin,  2d  grade,  $40 ;  Miss  Mamie  Lucie,  1st  grade, 
$40. 

SOUTH   SIDE. 

Miss  Tilla  McDeavitt,  principal,  salary  $60  per  month  • 
Miss  Virginia  Brown,  2d  grade,  $40  ;  Miss  Lillian  Walker' 
1st  grade,  $40 ;  Miss  Ella  Sherrod,  Mistress  of  industrial 
drawing ;  Miss  Sara  Felix  Banks,  Mistress  of  vocal  music. 

Miss  Eddie  Taft,  music.  West  End  School. 

Institutes. — On  alternate  Saturdays  our  teachers  are  re- 
quired to  attend  an  institute  under  the  management  of  the 
city  superintendent,  where  the  work  of  each  grade  is  re- 
viewed, and  methods  of  teaching  the  various  subjects  are 
discussed,  each  teacher  being  required  to  take  part.  These 
institutes  are  fruitful  beyond  measure  of  good  to  teachers 
and  have  contributed  no  insignificent  share  toward  the  de- 
velopment of  the  school  interests  of  this  city. 

In  this  connection  I  must  be  pardoned  for  urging  that  the 
institutes  for  teachers  of  county  schools  be  extended  to  one 
week  of  continuous  work,  under  the  direction  of  institute  ex- 
perts. 

The  enrollment  for  1891-92,  white  and  colored,  was  1,656 
up  to  December  1,  1891. 

A  record  of  the  daily  work  of   each  pupil  is  kept,  as  you 
are  already  advised.     Our  session    extends  from  September 
to  May,  and  is  nine  months  in  duration.     The  Hiffh  School 
E-25 
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numbers  thrse  grades,  and  requires  three  years  for  the  com- 
pletion of  its  course  of  study.  During  the  last  two  years 
we  have  given  much  time  to  the  study  of  science,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  note  the  most  gratifying  results. 

The  Industrial  department  is  well  organized,  and  under 
the  skilful  management  of  Miss  Edna  Lockard,  is  proving  a 
useful  factor  in  the  practical  education  of  our  youth. 


THE  NATCHEZ  INSTITUTE. 

WM.  H.  KIB,  PRINCIPAL. 

This  school,  always  popular,  is  growing  in  popularity 
each  year,  the  very  best  and  most  influential  of  our  citi- 
zens sending  their  children  to  it.  Most  of  our  business 
men  graduated  from  this  school  and  received  no  further  ed- 
ucational advantages,  and  they  take  pride  in  sending  their 
sons  and  daughters  to  follow  in  their  footsteps-  We  do  not 
set  our  mark  very  high,  but  we  try  to  be  thorough  in  what 
we  teach.  Our  school  would  be  much  larger,  but  Natchez 
is  the  headquarters  of  the  Boman  Catholic  Church  in  the 
State,  and  there  are  two  large  Catholic  schools  here — one 
for  boys  and  the  other  for  girls. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  session  of  1890-91 — my  second 
year — the  kindergarten  was  added  to  the  school,  and  expe- 
rience has  shown  this  to  be  a  step  in  the'  right  direction. 

Just  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  present  session — 1891- 
'92 — ^the  trustees  passed  an  ordinance,  with  my  most  hearty 
approval,  looking  to  the  speedy  and  entire  abolition  of  cor- 
poral punishment  from  the  school.  '^In  lieu  of  this  punish- 
ment, the  principal  was  authorized,  in  cases  of  persistent  or 
aggravated  offences,  to  suspend  fer  two  weeks  or  less,  and 
the  change  has  thus  far  worked  admirably. 

Enrollment. — Our  total  enrollment  for  the  session  of 
1889-'90  was  618 ;  that  of  1890-'91  was  650 ;  and  our  en- 
rollment for  the  first  month  of  1891-'92  was  538.  At  the 
present  time,  December  1,  1891,  there  are  seventy  more  pu- 
pils enrolled  than  at  the  same  time  last  year,  and  I  am  con- 
fident the  total  enrollment  will  exceed  600. 

Average  Attendance — That  for  1889-90  was  405  for 
1890-91,  425;  and  that  for  the  first  month  of  this  session 
was  514.  The  small  average  during  the  two  previous  years 
was  owing  to  epidemics  of  measles. 

Except  in  the  kindergarten  and  high  school  departments, 
the  boys  and  girls  are  taught  in  separate  rooms,  there 
being  two  teachers  to  each  grade. 
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The  grades  and  namber  ot  years  to  each  grade  are  as  fol- 
lows :     The  gcadeB  cover  oneyear  each. 

The  course  for  the  junior  year  of  the  high  school  are  as 
follows:     Maury's  mannal  of  geography,  completed;    San- 


ford's  analytical  arithmetic,  to  ratio ;  Heed's  word  lessoDS, 
completed;  Beed  and  Kellogg's  higher  English  completed ; 
Sanford's  elementary  algebra,  to  page  186  ;  Myer's  general 
history,  half  way  through;  and  Steele's  hygienic  physiol- 
ogy, hegnn  and  completed. 

JJJConrae  for  the  senior  year;  Sanford's  analytical  arith- 
metic, completed ;  Sanford's  elementary  algebra,  completed ; 
Myer^s  general  history,  completed ;  and  Kellogg's  rhetoric, 
Steele's  fourteen  weeks  in  chemistry,  and  Sbarpless's  natural 
philosophy,  begun  and  completed. 

There  are  usually  from  fifty  to  sixty  pupils  in  the  high 
school,  and  our  graduating  class  numbers  about  twenty. 
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List  of  books  adopted  by  Trustees :  Holmes'  series  of 
readers,  Hansell's  primary  speller  and  copy-books,  Beed's 
word  lessons,  Beed&  Kellogg's  grammars,  Maury's  geogra- 
phies, Derry's  U.  S.  history,  Myer's  general  history,  San- 
ford's  arithmetics  and  elementary  algebra,  Kellogg's  rhe- 
toric, Steele's  physiology  and  chemistry,  Sharpless'  natural 
philosophy. 

Faculty. — Wm.  H.  Ker,  principal,  salary  $100;  Miss 
Agnes  Marsh,  Miss  Kattie  Stewart,  Miss  Anna  Brandon,  Miss 
Ida  Griffin,  Miss  Artie  Means,  Miss  Mary  Lyle,  Leila  Ben- 
nett, Miss  .Maggie  Stockton,  Miss  Ida  Leach,  Mrs.  B.  L. 
Pasko,  Mips  Nannie  Morris,  Miss  Mary  Irvine,  Miss  Janie 
Stockman,  Miss  Jennie  Stietenroth. 

Principal  receives  $100  per  month,  and  all  grade  teachers 
$40. 


OKOLONA  GBADBD  SCHOOLS. 

THOS.   0.   WALTON;   SUPERINTENDENT. 
HISTORY,   LOCATION,   ETC. 

During  the  spring  of  1888  the  city  council  of  Okolona,  in 
connection  with  an  enterprising  and  progressive  citizenship, 
conceived  the  plan  of  establishing  a  high  grade  school  in 
their  city.  In  furtherance  of  this  determination,  a  charter, 
liberal  in  its  provisions,  was  procured,  funds  obtained,  and 
the  construction  of  a  magnificent  building  commenced.  The 
building  was  completed  September  27,  1890,  and  is  a  grand 
structure  of  brick,  80  feet  by  110  feet.  It  contains  a  nine- 
foot  basement  story  of  eight  rooms,  in  which  is  located  the 
complete  apparatus  of  the  Buttan-Smeed's  heating,  ventilat- 
ing and  dry-closet  system.  Above  this  are  two  stories,  con- 
taining ten  large,  commodious,  study  and  class-rooms,  and  a 
fine  auditorium  seventy-nine  feet  by  forty  feet. 

This  building  is  the  most  substantial  edifice  evei*  erected 
in  the  State,  and  would  be  an  ornament  to  any  city.  .  Oko- 
lona is  located  on  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  railroad,  eighteen  miles 
south  of  Tupelo,  (crossing  of  the  K.  C,  M.  and  B.  B.  E.), 
and  66  miles  south  of  Corinth,  (crossing  of  M.  &  C.  B.  B.,) 
and  thirty  miles  north  of  West  Point,  (crossing  of  Georgia 
Pacific  k  T.  C.  B.  B's.)  It  is  conceded  to  be  the  most  health- 
ful locality  in  the  State  or  in  the  South.  The  citizens  are 
enterprising  and  progressive,  and  the  city  government  con- 
fessedly one  of  the  best  in  the  State.  Okolona  has  churches 
representing  both  Protestant  and  Catholic  denominations* 
Socially,  Okolona  is  the  peer  of  any  city  in  the  South,  and  an 
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applicant  for  admission  to  her  society  must  hesansptier  et  sans 
reproacJie.  The  beauty,  salubrity  and  accessibility  of  its 
situation,  the  liberal  and  progressive  spirit  of  its  people, 
and  solid  financial  basis  of  its  material  prosperity,  the  sound 
and  elevated  intectual  and  moral  tone  of  its  community 
should  commend  Okolona  to  parents  who  desire  that  their 
sons  and  daughters  should  become  '^  corner-stones,  polished 
after  the  similitude  of  a  palace/' 

White  school. — ^Length  of  school  year,  ten  months ;  build- 
ing, three-story  brick,  valued  at  825^000 ;  heating  apparatus, 
$3,500  ;  furniture  and  apparatus,  91,500 ;  library,  now  being 
constructed,  $150;  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  year: 
males,  165 ;  females,  240 ;  total  number,  405  ;  number  grades 
below'  high  school,  6  ;  number  grades  high  school,  4 ;  num- 
ber pupils  high  school  department,  107 ;  number  pupils  Latin 
course,  88 ;  number  pupils  science  course,  65 ;  number  pupils 
English  course,  107. 

Faculty ^Thos.  C.  Walton,  principal,  salary  $1,800  ;  Chas. 

E.  Saunders,  first  assistant,  $860 ;  W.  E.  Hill,  $600 ;  Kate 
Bodenhamer,  $400  ;  Moilie  Green,  $400  ;  Jesse  Eiley,  $400  > 
Sallie  Kilpatrick,  $400 ;  total  salary  account,  $4,850 ;  janitor, 
$200;  fuel  account  and  incidentals,  $200  ;  total  expense, 
$5,250 ;  average  cost  per  pupil  per  annum,  $12.96. 

Text-books  adopted  by  board. — Arithmetic,  Bobinson, 
Eay ;  geography,  S winton,  Maury ;  readers,  McGuffey ;  his- 
f ory,  Chambers,  Meyers ;  grammar,  Harvey,  Green's  analy- 
sis; spelling,  Watson,  Henkle;  algebra.  Bays  elementary 
and  higher;  geometry,  Wentworth;  trigonometry,  Went- 
worth  ;  analytical  geometry,  Wentworth ;  Latin,  Collar  and 
Daniel ;  Latin,  Allen  and  G.,  sophomore,  junior,  senior ;  En- 
glish, Lockwood;  literature,  Shaw;  science,  Steele's  four- 
teen weeks. 

Colored  school Building  brick,  valued  at  $1,500  ;  length 

of  school  year,  seven  months ;  furniture  and  apparatus,  $300 ; 
number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  year:  males,  estimated, 
100  ;  females,  estimated,  120 ;  total,  220 ;  number  grades,  6. 

Faculty C.   F.    Green,   principal,   salary  $380 ;     James 

James,  first  assistant,  $280 ;  Mrs.  White,  $175 ;  Mrs.  Green, 
$175  ;  Mamie  Walker,  $175  ;  Mrs.  Carter,  $100 ;  total  salar- 
ies, $1,290;  fuel  and  incidentals,  $100;  average  cost  per 
pupil,  7  months,  $6.32.     Text-books  same  as  white. 


OSYKA  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

G.   A.   BAMSAT,    PRINCIPAL. 

Two  years  ago,  in  1890,  the  town  of  Osyka  was  made  a 
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separate  school  district,  and  in  the  same  year  the  Osyka 
high  school  was  established,  under  the  management  of  Prof. 
Fuqua,  as  principal.  The  facts  and  statistics  relating  to  the 
school  during  the  time  that  Prof.  Pa  qua  was  principal,  I  am 
unable  to  give. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  year  the  citizens  succeeded 
in  raising,  by  appropriation,  and  voluntary  contribution, 
$2,500  to  defray  the*expenses  of  constructing  a  school  build- 
ing ;  and  with  this  amount  of  money,  the  citizens  proceeded 
to  erect  a  frame  building,  which  was  completed  in  time  to  be 
occupied  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  session.  The  house 
is  a  single  stoiy  building,  and  consists  of  a  study  hall  with  a 
seating  capacity  for  two  hundred  pupils.  Adjoining  the 
study  hall  on  the  north,  are  two  recitation  rooms,  20x20  feet, 
and  adjoining  the  study  hall  on  the  east,  are  two  similar 
rooms.  The  study  hall  and  recitation  rooms  are  well  lighted 
and  furnished  with  heating  stoves  and  patent  desks.  The 
school  is  also  turnished  with  an  unabridged  dictionary,  roll- 
ing maps,  globes,  charts,  clock  and  balls  and  slate-board. 
The  furniture  is  all  ot  an  excellent  quality,  and  cost  $800. 
After  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  the  influx  of  pupils 
being  greater  than  was  expected,  we  employed  a  fifth  teacher 
and  rented  a  room,  a  short  distance  from  the  main  building, 
to  supply  the  demand.  !the  school  building  is  an  example 
of  model  workmanship  and  reflects  great  honor  and  credit  on 
the  citizens  of  the  town.  The  school,  at  present,  is  under 
very  favorable  auspices.  The  deportment  of  the  pupils  is 
good,  and  great  interest  in  school  work  is  manifested. 

Our  present  enrolment  is  two  hundred  and  three,  of  which 
number  twenty-five  are  in  the  high*  school  department ;  one 
hundred  in  the  intermediate,  and  the  remainder  in  the  pre- 
paratory. 

Following  is  a  list  of  books  we  use  in  high  school  depart- 
ment :  Higher  mathematics,  Wentworth's  series,  natural 
science,  Steele's  series,  English  grammar,  Abbott's  how  to 
parse,  rhetoric.  Day's  rhetorical  praxis,  Latin,  Allen  & 
Grreenough's  grammar,  Gildersleeve's  primer,  Latin  authors 
by  any  publisher. 

Books  adopted  by  county  board  (which  we  use),  Steele's 
physics  and  physiology,  Nicholson's  written  arithmetic, 
Eobinson's  mental  arithmetic,  Eeed  &  Kellogg's  grammar, 
Knox-Heath's  language  lessons,  Hansell's  history,  Barnes' 
geography,  McGuffey's  readers,  Hansell's  speller. 

Faculty. — G.  A.  Eamsey,  $76  per  month ;  B.  C.  Quin,  $40 
per  month  ;  Miss  Lillie  Stokes,  $30  per  month ^  Miss  Dean 
Varnado,  $26  per  month;  Miss  Fannie  Miller,  $20  per  month. 
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PASS  CHEISTIAN  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 

J.    0.   LEGSR,    PRINCIPAL. 

The  school  building  is  a  single  story  frame,  thirty  feet 
wide  by  seventy  feet  long,  containing  four  rooms,  and  was 
erected  during  the  past  summer,  at  a  cost  of  $1,550.  The 
large  room,  being  designed  for  the  priilcipars  use,  is  thirty 
by  thirty-five  feet;  the  assistant's  room  is  thirty  by  twenty 
feet;  the  remaining  floor  space  is  divided  into  two  recitation 
rooms.  Two  larger  rooms  are  connected  by  folding  doors, 
so  that  there  is  a  means  of  converting  them  into  one  large 
hall  for  exhibitions.  Perfect  ventilation  is  secured  by  ven- 
tilators over  the  doors,  and  by  windows  having  movable  top 
sash.  Has  galleries,  coal  cellar,  artesian  well  water,  and 
necessary  out-buildings.  Large,  well  shaded  play  grounds, 
equipped  with  bars,  dumb-bells  and  other  apparatus. 

The  school  furnishings  are  of  the  modern  type,  the  desks 
being  of  that  type  known  as  ^'Folding  Lid  and  Lock  Desks.'' 
Each  desk  lid  folds  over  the  book  case,  and  is  fitted  with  an 
automatic  lock,  to  be  used  or  not,  at  will.  A  full  set  of  wall 
maps,  charts  and  glol^es  are  used.  The  black-boards  are  can- 
vass, selected  as  being  second  only  to  real  stone  slate,  and 
are  arranged  along  the  wall  in  available  spaces.  Heat  is  sup- 
plied by  two  "Iron  King   Heaters"  of  ample  capacity. 

Hitherto  the  school  has  been  for  primary  work,  but  an 
earnest  effort  is  now  being  made  to  establish  a  graded  school. 
The  school  is  two  grades  below  high  school  grade.  Number 
of  years  to  complete  course,  five. 

Some  high  grade  work  is  being  done  now,  viz :  English, 
French,  geometry,  algebra  and  book-keeping. 

Books  adopted  are  :  Reading,  McGuffeys ;  Spelling,  Mc- 
Gruffey's ;  elocution,  Brown's ;  penmanship,  Speneerian ; 
arithmetic,  Ray's ;  mental  arithmetic,  Robinson's ;  alegbra, 
Robinson's,  geometry,  Davies'  Legendre;  book-keeping, 
Bryant  &  Stratton's ;  physiology,  Steele's ;  philosophy, 
Grillet  and  Rolf  e ,  grammar,  Harvey's ;  rhetoric,  Hart's ;  Eng- 
lish literature,  White's  studies  in  Shakspeare,  Whitter,  Long- 
fellow ;  geography,  eclectic ;  French,  Ollendorf 's  method. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  establish  a  library,  though  at  the 
present  there  are  less  than  fifty  volumes. 

Conditions  for  moral,  mental  and  physical  growth  of 
scholars  are  very  favorable  here,  and  a  laudable  ambition 
and  friendly  rivalry  is  manifest  among  them.  The  clear, 
harmonious  "understanding  between  teacher  and  pupil  that 
is  so  essential  to  the  good  of  the  school  is  very  marked  here, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  much  good  work  in  this 
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school,  which  is  well  supported  and  upheld  by  the  people  of 
Pass  Christian. 

PriBcipal,  J.  C.  Leger,  salary  $750  ;  first  assistant,  Miss  S. 
C.  Bisbee,  salary  $450. 


PANOLA  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

J.   H.    aABDINEB,   PRINCIPAL. 

The  Panola  High  School,  of  Sardis,  Panola  county,  origi- 
nated on  account  of  the  deeply  felt  need  of  a  superior  school 
that  should  give  the  children  of  Sardis,  especially,  but  also 
those  of  Panola,  or  other  county,  a  broad  and  thorough  edu- 
cation. At  first  Mr.  W.  H.  Wall,  a  gentl^naan  of  energy  and 
kindness,  started  a  list  of  subscribers  to  furnish  the  means 
of  building  a  college  and  to  pay  teachers.  Six  thousand 
dollars  were  used  for  the  school  buiiding,  the  plan  of  which 
is  acknowledged  to  be  unsurpassed.  The  large  study  hall  is 
in  the  centre,  and  adjoining  are  five  other  rooms,  from  each 
of  which  exit  and  entrance  is  given  without  passing  through 
Any  other  room.  The  rooms  are  all  furnished  with  ventila- 
tors, good  stoves,  plenty  of*  light,  excellent  wall  blackboards 
extending  entirely  around  each  room,  and  comfortable  desks 
•of  a  size  to  suit  the  pupils.  The  school  also  has  several 
large  wall  maps  of  the  United  States,  several  globes,  a  tellu- 
rian of  cast-iron  and  plaster,  physical  maps  ot  all  the  States  of 
the  Union,  and  of  the  continents,  boxes  of  geometrical  solids, 
cube  root  and  other  blocks,  abacus,  etc.,  besides  a  new  organ 
valued  at  $145  cash,  a  library  of  three  hundred  selected  vol- 
umes, a  museum  of  ores,  rocks,  shells,  plants,  fossils,  woods, 
relics,  etc.  On  the  campus  we  have  a  gymnasium  of  rings, 
horizontal  bar,  trapeze,  ropes,  ladders,  and  parallel  bars. 

There  is  plenty  of  room  also  for  games  of  baseball,  foot- 
ball, drilling,  etc. 

In  front  and  at  the  sides  of  the  building  there  were  planted 
on  Arbor  Day,  last  spring,  thirty  young  trees.  All  but  one 
of  which  are  growing  beautifully.  There  were  several  good 
large  trees  growing  before  which  were  trimmed.  The  main 
building  and  outbuildings,  etc.,  were  all  repaired  and  painted, 
the  fence  being  whitewashed. 

The  school  term  last  year  and  this  year  extends  nine  con- 
fiecutive  months.  The  enrolment  this  year  and  last  year  is 
fibout  235  ;  average  attendance  about  200. 

Our  school  is  divided  into  four  departments :  Primary,  in- 
termediate, business,  higher  and  normal.  There  are  about 
eighty  pupils  in  the  primary,  seventy  in  the  intermediate  and 
flfty  in  the  higher  department. 
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As  scholars  can  advance  as  rapidly  as  to  complete  amount 
of  work  required  in  each  department,  and  as  the  abilities  of 
pupils  vary  greatly,  no  time  can  be  assigned  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  studies  in  each  department.  At  least  five  years 
are  required  for  the  higher,  three  for  the  intermediate,  and 
two  for  the  primary.  A  scholar  may  drop  a  study  whenever 
he  passes  a  satisfactory  examination  on  it,  but  he  must  be 
examined  on  all  the  studies  of  his  grade  before  he  can  ad- 
vance to  a  higher  grade.  No  pupil  is  permitted  to  discon- 
tinue  any  study.     G-reek  is  the  only  optional  study. 

The  Philoterian  Society  offers  excellent  opportunities  for 
debates,  mock  trials,  declamations,  reading  of  essays,  sing- 
ing, organ  practice,  etc.,  etc.  and  parliamentary  practice.  It 
meets  every  Friday  afternoon. 

The  following  studies  and  text-boOks  are  now  taught  in 
the  Panola  High  School,  higher  and  normal  department : 

English  Language — Reed  &  Kellogg's  and  Whitney'» 
grammars.  Smith's  studies  in  English  literature,  Stopford 
Brooks'  primer  of  English  literature,  Dowden's  Shakspeare,. 
English  classics  (selections,  essays,  debate.s,  etc.),  Kellogg's> 
rhetoric,  Webster's  common  school  dictionary. 

G-erman — Otto's  grammar,  Brandt's  reader,  Der  Noffe  al» 
Onkel,  Minna  von  Barnhelm,  Wilhelm  Tell,  Iphegenia  et 
Taurus,  essays,  compositions. 

French — Whitney's  grammar,  la  litarature  Francaise  par 
Pylodet,  Lo  Misanthrope,  et  Le  Bourgeois  Gentilhomme  par 
Moliere,  essays,  convei'sations. 

Latin — Primer  and  grammar  and  exercise  book  by  Gil- 
dersleeve,  Csdsar,  Ovid,  Cicero,  Virgil,  Horace,  Livy. 

Greek — Grammar  by  Goodwin,  Leighton's  exercise  book, 
Xenophon,  Herodotus,  Homer. 

Mathematics — Advanced  arithmeiic,  algebra,  Wentworth's 
complete ;  geometry,  Wentworth's ;  Trigonometry  and  sur- 
veying. Went  worth's ;  analytical  geometry  and  calculus,  not 
yet  selected. 

History — Montgomery's  England,  Smith's  student's  his- 
tory of  Greece,  Liddell's  Rome,  Thalheimer's  medieval  and 
and  modern.  Smith's  Old  and  New  testament  histories. 

Sciences — Physics,  Appleton's  physics  by  experiment; 
chemistry,  Williams'  introduction  to,  and  Boscoe's  elemen- 
tary ;  astronomy,  Lpckyer  and  Young's ;  geology,  Conte  > 
botany.  Gray. 

The  above  will  give  an  idea  of  the  principal  studies  pur- 
sued here. 

The  entire  school  was  organized  under  the  present  princi- 
pal, and  all  the  above  mentioned  improvements,  consisting 
of  school  aids,  organ,  repairing,  trees,  etc.,  etc.,  added  dur- 
ing the  past  year.   The  school  board  of  Panola  High  School 
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has  always  been  composed  of  model  men,  and  in  spite  of 
unreasonable  opposition,  by  their  wisdom  and  hearty  co-op- 
eration with  the  principal,  our  school  has  rapidly  come  to 
the  front  as  an  educational  factor  in  north  Mississippi. 

The  present  faculty  are :  Principal,  J.  H.  G-ardiner,  A, 
M.;  J.  S.  Abbott,  A.  B.;  Virginia  P.  Barrow,  A.  B.;  MoUie 
Beanland,  Lula  Sproles,  Hattie  Hoflin. 


TUPELO  PUBLIC  GEADED  SCHOOL. 

W.  A.  BELK,  PRINCIPAL. 

This  school  is  now  in  its  third  year,  having  been  organ- 
ized by  the  present  principal  in  1889.  Prior  to  that  time  it 
was  a  mixed  school,  known  as  Tapelo  Academy,  but  was 
wholly  ungraded.  We  opened  with  146  pupils.  Last  ses- 
sion wo  enrolled  276.  It  is  now  too  early  to  say  how  many 
will  be  registered  during  the  present  session,  but  we  feel 
confident  of  reaching  300.  We  are  now  in  the  handsome 
two-story  brick  building  which  has  been  recently  erected. 
This  structure,  together  with  the  lot,  etc.,  cost  $16,000.  It 
is  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  beautiful  three-acre  grove.  There 
are  eight  large  recitation  rooms,  two  music  rooms,  princi- 
pal's office,  and  a  chapel  hall  with  a  seating  capacity  of  600. 
We  use  the  double  automatic  desks  in  all  the  rooms  except 
grades  one  and  two.  Here  we  use  the  single  desk.  At 
present  the  school  is  divided  into  nine  grades^  embracing 
three  departments:  Primary,  grammar,  and  high  school. 
The  primary  department  includes  1st  2d,  and  3d  grades;  the 
grammar  school  the  4th  6th  and  6th,  and  the  high  school  the 
7th,  8th  and  9th  grades. 

COURSE   OE   STUDY   ADOPTED   SEPTEMBER   21,  1891. 

First  Grade:  Beading — Chart,  primer,  first  reader,  Na- 
ture reader  No.  1.  Spelling — Prom  reading,  introducing 
long  and  short  sounds  of  vowels.  English — Object  lessons, 
oral  language  lessons.  Mathematics — Counting,  number 
work  (1  to  10)  with  a  modification  of  the  G-rube  method. 
Writing — Both  in  print  and  script;  special  attention  given 
to  neatness,  position  of  body,  and  manner  of  holding  pencil. 
Object  lessons— Give  familiar  talks  about  plays,  pets,  friends; 
etc.,  keep  the  senses  all  in  active  service ;  the  perceptive 
powers  are  now  the  stronger.  Test  of  promotion  is  ability 
to  read  intelligently  any  first  reader  reading. 

Second  Grade  :  Reading — Second  reader,  Nature  reader 
No.  2.     Spelling — From  reader  and  word  primer,  continue 
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study  of  diacritical  marks.  English — Oral  language  work 
and  ^^How  to  See/'  Mathematics — Number  work  continued, 
using  Bobinson's  primary  arithmetic.  Primary  geography, 
with  simple  map-drawing.  Special  attention  must  be  paid  to 
writing,  using  both  pen  and  pencil.  See  that  copy-books 
are  kept  neat.  Test  of  promotion  is  to  read  intelligently 
any  second  reader  reading. 

Third  Grade  :  Beading — Third  reader,  Nature  reader  No. 
8.  Spelling — Word  book.  Let  the  exercise  be  both  written 
and  oral.  Continue  study  of  diacritical  marks.  English — 
Dictation  exorcise,  "How  to  Talk."  Mathematics — Bobin- 
son's  written  arithmetic  to  fractions.  Geography  and  map- 
drawing  continued.  Special  attention  ]^aidto  writing.  Test 
of  promotion  is  ability  to  read  intelligently  any  third  reader 
reading. 

'  Fourth  Grade :  Beading — Fourth  reader  witK  supple- 
mentary reading.  Spelling — Word  book.  Special  attention 
paid  to  diacritical  marks.  The  exercise  must  be  both  oral 
and  written.  See  that  the  writing  is  neatly  done.  English 
— Dictation  exercise  and  "How  to  Write."  Mathematics — 
Subject  of  fractions  in  written  arithmetic.  Geography  with 
map-drawing.  Oral  science.  Writing.  Test  of  promotion 
is  ability  to  read  Intelligently  any  fourth  reader"  reading. 

Fifth  Grade Beading — Fifth  readers  and  supplementary 

reading.  Spelling-  -Word  lessons.  Special  attention  paid 
to  diacritical  marks.  Spelling  must  be  both  oral  and  writ- 
ten. English — Graded  lessons  in  English.  Geography  with 
map  drawing.  History.  Oral  science.  Writing.  Mathe- 
matics— Written  arithmetic  through  simple  interest.  Men- 
tal to  page  118. 

Sixth  Grade — Beading'Choice  selections.  Spelling — Oral. 
Webster's  Dictionary.  English — Harvey's  practical  gram- 
mar. Short  original  essays.  Mathematics — Practical  arith- 
metic to  page  116,  Elementary  algebra  to  page  76,  mental  to 
118.  Geography  and  map-drawing.  Writing — Business 
forms.  History,  Primary  physiology.  Word  analysis. 
Special  lessons  in  writing. 

Seventh  Grade — Beading — Swinton's  classical  reader.  XJ. 
S.  history.  Webster's  Dictionary — Oral.  English — Lock- 
wood's  English.  Mathematics — Practical  completed,  men- 
tal completed.  Elementary  algebra  completed,  Latin  gram- 
mar. Primary  botany.  Citizen's  manual.  Familiar  science. 
Original  essays  and  declaiAation.  Frequent  .practice  in  pen- 
manship. 

Eighth  Grade — Mathematics — University  aiiithmetic,  Uni- 
versity algebra,  geometry.  English — Bhetoric,  Pope's  Es- 
say on  Man.  Sciences — Philosophy,  physiology,  advanced 
botony.  Latin — Grammar,  reader,  Csdsar,  (four  books). 
Book-keeping.     Ancient  history,  physical  geography. 
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Ninth  Grade — Mathematics,  Geometry,  completed,  Trigo- 
nometry. English — Shakespeare,  original  essays,  debates 
with  parliamentary  law.  Sciences — Geology,  anatomy. 
Latin — Virgil  and  Cicero.  Civil  government.  Book-keep- 
ing.    Mythology.     General  Eeview. 

Faculty  for  1891-'92. — Wm.  A.  Belk,  principal ;  assistants. 
Miss  Emma  Edmonds,  Miss  Laura  Weatherall,  Miss  Victoria 
Thompson,  Miss  Imogene  Kincannon,  Miss  Mattie  Brown, 
Miss  Lela  Diekson,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Lockard.  Each  assistant 
receives  $40  per  month.  The  principal's  salary  is  $100  per 
month. 

Our  high  school  department  contains  more  than  fifty 
pupils  and  adds  largely  to  the  stability  of  the  school. 


VICKSBUEG  GEADED  SCHOOLS. 

EDMUND  W.   WBiaHT,   SUPKBINTBNDENT. 

In  the  last  biennial  report  there  appeared  a  detailed 
description  of  the  school  buildings,  their  equipments,  plan 
and  cost.  A  room  was  added  the  past  summer  to  the  Wal* 
nut  street  building,  enabling  all  the  grades  of  the  boys 
(white)  school  to  be  taught  in  one  building.  The  board  of 
education  still  rents  a  room  to  accomodate  one  of  the  grades 
of  the  Main  street  school  for  girls  (white).  The  equipment 
of  the  schools  in  maps,  books  of  reference,  etc.,  is  increas- 
ing. The  value  of  a  well-selected  school  library  can  hardly 
be  over-estimated.  All  properly  balanced  courses  of  study 
depend  for  their  higher  usefulness  upon  the  ability  of  the 
pupils  to  gain  ready  access  to  some  good  collection  of  stan- 
dard works,  the  contents  of  which  bear  directly  upon  the 
various  questions  daily  coming  up  in  a  properly  taught  sys- 
tem of  schools.  In  modern  high  school  work  such  a  library 
is  indispensable.  Our  high  school,  which  follows  an  eight 
year's  course  in  primary  and  grammar  grades,  covers  two 
years.  The  purpose  of  the  curriculum  is  to  stimulate  pupils 
to  pursue  their  studies  in  higher  schools  and  colleges  as  well 
as  to  impart  some  useful  information  of  practical  help  in 
daily  life  to  those  who  close  their  school  life  when  they  leave 
the  high  school.  The  writer's  experience  is  strongly  in 
favor  of  the  public  high  school.  When  properly  managed  its 
direct  tendency  is  to  create  a  broader  intelligence  and  to 
improve  in  a  marked  degree  the  minds,  views  and  tastes  of 
of  the  people.  It  lays  the  foundation  for  culture,  "that 
admirable  condition  of  mind  and  heart."  Oui*  course  is  as 
follows : 
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First  year. — Algebra  (Thomson's),  physiology  (Steele's), 
general  history,  (Myers'),  phybical  geography  (Mitchell's), 
botany  (Wood's),  English.  In  this  branch  a  persistent  effort 
is  made  to  create  a  love  for  good  reading  and  to  bring  about 
an  intelligent  knowledge  of  our  language.  The  elements  of 
book-keeping  are  taught  the  boys.  Latin  or  French  is  elec- 
tive in  the  course ;  but  if  either  is  begun,  it  must  be  con- 
tinued the  two  years. 

Second  year. — G-eometry  (Wentworth's),  natural  philoso- 
phy (Steele's),  zoology  (Steele's),  astronomy  (Steele's),  rheto- 
ric (Bardeen's),  English  work  continued,  general  history 
(Myers).  Fifteen  boys  and  twenty-nine  girls  are  enrolled  in 
the  high  rooms. 

Throughout  the  entire  course  of  ten  years  a  persistent 
effort  is  made  to  train  the  pupils  in  habits  of  neatness, 
punctuality,  orderly  conduct  and  effective  study.  Little  in 
education  that  is  worth  having  can  be  obtained  except  from 
a  sense  of  duty. 

The  total  enrolment  of  the  white  schools  was  622 ;  boys, 
247 ;  girls,  875.  Average  daily  attendance  was  405 ;  boys, 
161 ;  girls,  244 ;  The  total  enrolment  of  the  colored  school 
was  671  -  boys,  255  ;  girls,  416.  Average,  daily  attendance 
was  389  ;  boys,  143  -,  girls,  246. 

A  list  of  the  teachers  for  the  session  of  1891-'92  with  the 
salary  of  each  is  given  below.  The  session  began  Septem- 
ber 1st,  and  continues  nine  months. 

LIST   OF   TEACHERS   FOR   SESSION    1891~'92. 

E.  W.  Wright,  superintendent,  $1,500  per  year. 

Main  Street — ^High  school,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Barnett,  $50  per 
month ;  eighth  room,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Charles,  $50  per  month 
seventh  room,  Mis6  Jennie  Fulkerson,  $50  per  month 
sixth  room,  Miss  Mary  Olmsted,  $45  per  month  ;  fifth  room, 
Miss  Florence  Wright,  $30  per  month ;  fourth  room.  Miss 
Virginia  G-reene,  $30  per  month;  third  room.  Miss  Mary 
Lou  Paxton,  $30  per  month;  second  room.  Miss  Leila 
Luckett,  $30  per  month ;  first  room.  Miss  Estelle  Coleman, 
$45  per  month. 

Walnut  Street — High  school,  H.  F.  Sirarall,  Jr.,  $75  per 
month ;  sixth  room,  Miss  Mollie  G-eary,  $50  per  month ;  fifth 
room.  Miss  Eosa  Beall,  $50  per  month ;  fourth  room.  Miss 
Josephine  Keller,  $40  per  month  ;  third  room.  Miss  Mollie 
Harper,  $30  per  month ;  second  room.  Miss  Mary  E.  Maga- 
nos,  $30  per  month ;  first  room.  Miss  Lizzie  G-resham,  $30 
per  month. 

Mrs.  Alice  M.  Newell  and  Miss  Kate  McMillan  are  substi- 
tute teachers. 
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Cherry  Street  (colored) — Principal,  W.  H.  Eeynolds,  $75 
per  moDth,  and  ten  female  assistants,  with  monthly  salaries 
from  $45  to  $25. 


WESSON  GEADED  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 

E.  C.  RAVEN8CR0ET,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  magnificent  hnilding,  a  cut  of  which  headed  the  re- 
port of  our  schools  in  the  last  report  to  the  Legislature,  has 
since  been  destroyed  by  fire,  and  has  not  yet  been  rebuilt. 
An  effort  to  rebuild  will  be  made  this  year,  and  there  is  lit- 
tle doubt  that  the  term  1892-98  will  open  in  a  new  build- 
ing. 

The  schools  are  conducted  at  present  in  rented  buildings 
that  are  not  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  school^  and  as  a  con- 
sequence the  result  is  very  unsatisfactory  and  the  attend- 
ance limited  to  500. 

The  schools  were  graded  several  years  ago,  and  the  pres- 
ent course  of  study  adopted.  By  it  the  several  grades  are 
divided  into  three  departments :  Primary,  Grammar  and 
High  School. 

The  Primary  Department  consists  of  the  first,  second 
and  third  grades. 

The  Grammar  School  Department  consists  of  the  fourth, 
fifth  and  sixth  grades. 

The  High  School  consists  of  the  seventh,  eighth  and 
ninth  grades. 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

First  Grade. — Pall  Term :  Beading  chart,  primer,  draw- 
ing cardS;  number  lessons,  reproduction  exercises,  calisthen- 
ics. 

Spring  Term  :  First  reader,  spelling  (oral'  and  written), 
first  drawing  book,  reproduction  exercises,  calisthenics. 

Second  Grade — Pall  Term :  Second  reader,  spelling 
(oral  and  written),  second  drawing  book,  language  lessons, 
uumber  lessons,  penmanship^  oral  geography,  calisthenics. 

SpHng  Term :  Supplementary  second  reader,  spelling 
(oral  and  written),  second  drawing  book,  language  lessons, 
number  lessons,  penmanship,  oral  geography,  calisthenics. 

Third  Grade. — Fall  Term :  Third  reader,  spelling  (oral 
and  written),  third  drawing  book,  language  lessons,  primary 
arithmetic,  penmanship,  first  book  in  geography,  calisthen- 
ics. 

Spring    term. — Supplementary    third     reader,    spelling. 
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oral  and  written,  third  drawing  book,  langaage  lossonsr 
primary  arithmetic,  penmanship,  first  geography,  calisthen- 
ics. 

GRAMMAR  SOHOOL  DEPARTBfENT. 

Fourth  Grade. — Pall  term:  Fourth  reader,  spellings 
fourth  drawing  book^  primary  English  grammar,  intermedi- 
ate arithmetic,  penmanship,  second  geography,  calisthenics. 

Spring  term. — Supplementary  fourth  reader,  spelling,  fifth 
drawing  book,  primary  English  grammar,  intermediate 
arithmetic,  penmanship^  second  geography,  calisthenics. 

Fifth  Grade Fall  term  :    Fifth  reader,  spelling,   sixth 

drawing  book,  English  grammar,  practical  arithmetic,  pen- 
manship, geography,  third  book,  United  States  history,  first 
book,  calisthenics. 

» 

Spring  term Supplementary  fifth  reader,  seventh  draw- 
ing book,  English  grammar,  practical  arithmetic,  penman- 
ship, geography.  United  States  history,  calisthenics. 

Sixth  Grade. — Fall  term:  Sixth  reader,  eighth  drawing 
book,  English  grammar,  arithmetic,  national,  penmanship, 
geography,  fourth  book.  United  States  history,  second  book,, 
calisthenics. 

Spring  term. — Supplementary  sixth  reader,  spelling,  ninth 
drawing  book,  English  grammar  and  composition,  arithme- 
tic, penmanship,  geography^  history,  calisthenics. 

HIOH  SCHOOL  DEPARTBfENT. 

Seventh  Grade. — Fall  term  :  Elementary  algebra,  arith- 
metic, penmanship,  free-hand  drawing,  physiology,  English 
composition,  history  of  England. 

Spring  term. — Algebra,  arithmetic,  mental,  penmanship^ 
free-hand  drawing,  physical  geography,  English  composition^ 
history  of  England. 

Eiohth  Grade. — ^Algebra,  university,  penmanship,  natu- 
ral philosophy,  rhetoric,  Latin,  first  book,  book-keepings 
geometry,  plane,  English  literature. 

Ninth  Grade. — Chemistry,  geometry,  Latin,  Cassar,. 
Cicero  and  Virgil,  trigonometry,  botany,  with  geology,  as- 
tronomy, zoology,  and  French  as  optional  studies. 

FINANCIAL. 

Eate  of  levy  for  school  purposes 8}  mills. 

Total  amount  collected  from  all  sources %    6,604  99 

Amount  spent  for  salaries  per  annum 4,343  lb 


/ 
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Amount  8peiit  for  incidentals 358  90 

Amount  for  janitor  and  fuel * 837  72 

Total $   5,040  38 

Balance  on  band 564  61 

STATISTICAL. 

Number  edncable  wbite  cbildren  in  corporation^  1,453 ; 
number  from  outside,  22. 

.  Enrolment  1889-'90 Males,  241 ;  females,  252 ;  total,  493. 

Attendance — Males,  118;  females,  126;  total,  239. 

Enrolment  1890-'91 Males,  365  -,  females,  371 ;  total,  736. 

Attendance — Males,  145 ;  females;  148  ;  total,  293. 

A  large  number  of  tbe  educable  cbildreen  are  employed  as 
operatives  in  tbe  mills.  Necessarily  the  course  of  education 
is  interrupted  tbat  they  may  contribute  to  tbe  family  support. 
Tbis  fact  accounts  for  tbe  large  enrolment  and  low  rate  of 
average  daily  attendance.  For  tbe  benefit  of  tbose  wbo  are 
thus  forced  to  absent  themselves  from  the  regular  session,  a 
night  school  was  established  throe  years  ago.  This  is  main- 
tained during  the  summer  four  months  each  year. 

On  account  of  the  largo  number  of  educable  cbildren  in- 
side the  corporation,  and  tbe  crowded  condition  of  the  school 
for  the  whites,  pupils  outside  of  the  corporation  have  not 
been  solicited. 

Faculty  for  1891.'92. — E.  C.  Eavenscroft,  superinten- 
dent and  principal  of  high  school  and  grammar  depart- 
ments; eighth  and  ninth  grades,  E.  C.  Eavenscroft;  seventh 
grade.  Miss  Willie  Montgomery ;  sixth  grade,  Mis9  May 
G-aillard  ;  fifth  grade,  Miss  Myra  McGehee ;  fourth  grade. 
Miss  Florence  Tillman ;  third  grade.  Miss  Minnie  Neely ; 
second  grade,  Miss  Lizzie  Block ;  first  grade,  Miss  Mattie 
McCollum ;  principal  primary  department  and  first  grade. 
Miss  Mary  E.  Norman. 


WATEE  VALLEY  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

L.  J.  OOBBLY,  SUPERINTENDENT. 

We  are  sparing  no  pains  to  maintain  the  high  standard  of 
excellence  and  efficiency  to  which  our  school  had  been  raised 
by  our  four  able,   enthusiastic  and    eminently   successful 

Jr^decessors,  J.  E.  Preston,  E.  F.  Preston,  T.  F.  McBeath  and 
'.  P.  Elliott,  before  our  connection  with  it.     We   are   hard 
at  work  all  along  the  line,  determined  to  make  our  school 
B-26 
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the  peer  of  any  in  the  State ;  and  with  the  splendid  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  a  more  thorough  and  a  higher  education  for 
our  boys  and  girls,  among  our  patrons,  to  back  us,  with 
the  conveniences  we  havC;  and  with  the  zeal  and  enter- 
prise manifest  in  our  people,  our  teachers  and  our  pupils, 
we  remain  enthusiastic  in  the  work.  By  extending  our  work 
in  a  few  new  lines,  we  are  reaching  some  elements  heretofore 
careless,  and  hope  ere  long  to  interest  as  many  boys  as  girls 
in  our  public  school  work  in  the  higher  grades.  Our  motto 
is,  ''Though  the  mills  of  God  grind  slowly,"  etc.  Our  school 
continues  to  increase  in  numbers  and  we  think,  proportion- 
ately in  interest.  The  general  report  two  years  ago  having 
been  full  enough  to  cover  most  of  the  points  enumerated  in 
the  state  superintendent's  inquiries,  we  simply  supplement 
that  report  with  a  concise  statement  of  the  changes  and  modi- 
fications. The  Hall  system  is  still  in  operation  throughout 
the  school,  the  first  grade  excepted,  and  this  is  so  arranged 
that  that  room  can  be  made  continuous  with  the  primary 
hall  during  all  general  exercises.  The  eclectic  plan  has  been 
considerably  modified,  so  much  so  that  we  approximate  the 
room  system  throughout,  save  in  seating  and  government ; 
this  modification  was  made  because  we  seriously  doubt  the 
propriety  of  making  specialists  of  the  teachers  in  our  public 
schools-  Our  doubts  are  based  upon  experience  as  well  as  a 
preconceived  idea  of  the  prematureness  of  the  plan,  and  we 
realize  much  better  results  because  we  can  much  better  locate 
responsibility. 

Our  buildings  have  been  enlarged  and  our  grounds  im- 
proved by  grading  and  thoroughly  sodding.  An  annex  40 
by  26  has  been  added  to  the  north  side  of  our  main  building, 
and  a  handsome  music  room  erected  26  yards  west,  thus  in- 
creasing the  value  of  our  buildings  to  $12,000. 

The  already  pretentious  public  school  laboratory,  collected 
by  the  diligence  and  painstaking  of  our  immediate  prede- 
cessor, Prof.  Elliott,  has  been  partially  duplicated ;  and  the 
library,  a  monument  to  the  energy  and  scholarly  attainments 
of  Prof.  McBeath,  largely  increased  by  his  successor,  Prof. 
Elliott,  received  an  addition  of  $186  last  year.  We  now 
value  the  readable  part  at  $675. 

The  course  of  study  has  been  revised  throughout,  and  ar- 
rangements made  for  two  additional  years,  the  11th  and  the 
12th,  when  in  demand.  The  11th  opens  with  16  students. 
This  part  of  the  course  is  especially  intended  as  a  prepara- 
tory work  for  college. 

Swinton's  readers,  geographies  and  word  analysis,  Barnes's 
languages,  Harvey's  grammars,  Eobinson's  arithmetics,  Eeed 
&  Kellogg's  higher  Engli8h,Hart's  rhetoric,  Avery's  physics, 
chemistry  and  algebras,  Hansell's   histories.  Cutter's  physi- 
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ologies,  MayheVs  book-keeping,  Brook's  geometry,*  Piske's 
and  Dole's  civics,  and  Harkness's  Latin  lessons  with  Chase  & 
Stuart's  texts  in  reading,  are  the  books  in  use  at  the  present. 

Our  school  is  composed  of  a  primary  and  grammar  de- 
partment, the  former  divided  into  a  primary  regular  and  an 
intermediate,  and  the  grammar  into  a  grammar  regular  and 
a  high  school  department,  the  number  of  years  being  3,  2, 
3  and  2  respectively. 

Course  of  Study  in  High  School. — First  year:  Physics, 
9  months ;  higher  arithmetic,  9  months ;  Latin,  9  months ; 
algebra  (begun  third  term  of  eighth  year),  9  months; 
arithmetic,  9  'months ;  word  analysis  and  test  spelling, 
9  months.  Beginning  with  the  high  school,  our  course 
is  optional  as  to  Latin,  higher  mental  arithmetic  being  the 
alternative  in  ninth  year,  and  algebra  in  the  tenth. 

Second  year:  Latin  Teader  and  CsBsar,  9  months;  rhet- 
oric and  composition,  6  months;  critical  study  ef  short  selec- 
tions from  English  authors,  last  3  months ;  geometry,  9 
months,  general  history,  9  months;  civil  government,  8 J 
months ;  chemistry,  5}  months ;  algebra^  9  months. 

Number  studpng  Latin  in  high  school,  boys,  6  ;  girls,  87, 
total,  48.  Number  studying  English  in  high  school,  boys; 
11 ;  girls,  38  ;  total  60.  Number  studying  mathematics  in 
high  school,  boys,  12 ;  girls,  38  ;  total  60.  Number  study- 
ing sciences  in  high  school,  boys,  12 ;  girls  38 ;  total  60. 
This  does  not  include  the  6  boys  and  10  girls  in  the  11th 
year.  Average  attendance,  session  of  1890-'91,  girls,  880  ; 
boys  220 ;  total,  660.  Enrollment  by  grades  and  color,  sex 
and  deportment,  etc.,  as  follows : 

The  following  is  a  detailed  statement  of  the  enrollment  of 
the  Water  Valley  graded  schools,  session  of  1890-'91  : 
White — First  grade,  girls,  66;  boys,  68;  total,  118.  Second 
grade,  girls,  44 ;  boys,  31 ;  total  74.  Third  grade,  girls,  49; 
boys,  33 ;  total,  82.  Fourth  grade,  girls,  86  ;  boys,  32  ;  total, 
68.  Fifth  grade,  girls,  24 ;  boys,  12 ;  total,  36.  Sixth  grade, 
girls,  27 ;  boys,  19 ;  total,  46.  Seventh  grade,  girls,  86 ; 
boys,  18;  total,  68.  Eighth  grade;  girls,  82  ;  boys,  13  ;  total, 
46.  Ninth  grade,  girls,  23;  boys,  12;  total,  36;  Tenth 
grade,  girls,  12 ;  boys,  12  ;  total,  24.  Whole  number,  girls, 
387  ;  boys,  240  ;  total,  677.  Total  number  girls  in  primary 
department,  208  ;  boys,  166  ;  total  boys  and  girls  in  primary 
department.  874.  Total  number  of  girls  in  grammar  and 
high  school  department,  129  ;  boys;  74 ;  total,  203. 

Colored. — ^Number  of  girls  in  primary  department,  62 ; 
boys,  71 ;  total,  113.  Number  of  girls  in  grammar  depart- 
ment, 46;  boys,  23;  total,  68.  Total  enrollment  girls  in 
colored  school,  107 ;  boys,  94.  Girls  in  white  school,  337 ; 
boys,  240.  Total  enrollment  of  girls  in  primary  department, 
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white  and  colored,  270;  boys  in  primary  department,  white 
and  colored,  287.  Girls  in  advanced  department,  white  and 
colored,  174;  boys  in  advanced  department,  white  and  col- 
ored, 97.  Boys  and  girls  in  primary  department,  white  and 
colored,  507.  Boys  and  girls  in  advanced  department,  white 
and  colored,  271.     Grand  total  in  public  schools,  778. 

To  this  may  be  added  the  enrollments  in  music  and  art  de- 
partments :  music  department,  boys,  0 ;  girls,  28  ;  total  28. 
Art  department,  boys,  2  ;  girls,  9  ;  total  14.  Whole  number 
enrolled  in  all  departments  of  school,  boys,  886 ;  girls,  481  ; 
total,  817.  Number  enrolled  twice,  85;  net  enrollment,  743. 
Opening  enrollment  in  1889,  861 ;  in  1890,411;  in  1891, 476. 
(This  does  not  include  the  colored  school.) 

Salaries  and  Names — L.  J.  Corbly,  superintendent,  $125. 
Hall  principals :  A.  C.  Minter,  grammar  and  high  school, 
$60 ;  Comie  Mayes,  primary  and  intermediate,  $45.  Reg- 
ular teachers  :  Mary  Morgan,  $40  ;  Jessie  Wardlaw,  $40  ; 
Minnie  Frederick,  $40 ;  Nellie  Jennings,  $35  ;  Lizzie  Corb- 
ley,  $85  ;  Mattie  Benson,  $35  ;  Torbie  Yaughn,  $35 ;  Anni& 
Meaders,  $35 ;  Mary  Woods,  $35. 


WEST  POINT  PUBLIC  GRADED  SCHOOLS. 

T.   J.   WOOFTER,   SUPEBINTENDBNT. 

The  buildings  and  equipments  of  the  city  schools  of  this 
separate  school  district  are  substantially  the  same  as  reported 
in  your  last  biennial  report.  The  attendance  for  year  1890 
-91  was  as  follows :  Average  enrolment,  boys,  198 ;  girls, 
203 ;  total,  401.  Average  attendance,  boys,  145 ;  girls,  165 ; 
total,  310.  1891-92 — ^Average  enrolment,  boys,  180 ;  girls, 
190 ;  total,  870.     Average  attendance,  boys,  147 ;  girls,  167  ; 

total,  314. 

The  colored  public  school  enrolls  about  200  yearly  with 
an  average  of  about  100.  They  have  a  good  building  and 
sufficient  teaching  force  is  always  given  as  needed,  but  they 
do  not  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  offered. 

In  the  white  public  schools  there  are  seven  years  below 
the  high  school  and  three  years  in  the  high  school.  In  our 
course  of  study  for  the  high  school  we  endeavor  to  give 
knowledge  essential  to  development,  to  provide  the  essen- 
tials of  a  practical  education  and  to  fit  for  college  those  wish- 
ing to  pursue  a  higher  education. 

First  year  in  high  school. — Beading,  elocution  and  the 
study  of  choice  literature,  three  lessons  a  week ;  spelling, 
Beed's  word  lessons,  two  lessons  a  week  ;  arithmetic^  Bo  bin- 
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son's  higher;  algebra,  Robinson's  elementary;  physical  geog- 
raphy, Mauray's;  grammar,  Reed  and' Kell egg's  higher  En- 
glish ;  Latin,  Collar  and  Daniel's  beginner's. 

Sepond    year Arithmetic,   Robinson's    higher.    Brook's 

mental;  algebra,  Robinson's  elementary  and  higher;  physics, 
Steele's ;  rhetoric.  Hart's ;  history,  Myer's  history  of  the 
world  ;  Latin,  Collar  and  Daniel's  beginners'  and  Caesar  with 
grammar. 

Third  year. — Algebra,  Robinson's  university :  geometry. 
Brook's ;  geology,  Steele's,  first  half  year ;  botany.  Wood's 
second  half  year;  Meiklejohn's  English  language  and  litera- 
ture ;  book-keeping.  Power's  practical ;  Latin,  (optional) 
Cicero,  Virgil ;  Greek,  (optional)  Goodwin's  grammar,  Xeno- 
phon's  Anabasis. 

Those  wishing  the  Latin  and  Greek  of  the  last  year's  course 
are  allowed  to  substitute  these  for  the  sciences,  geology, 
botany  and  book-keeping.  High  school  diplomas  are  given 
those  completing  the  course.  Last  year  the  first  class  com- 
pleted the  course.  These  were  somewhat  irregular  because 
of  their  earlier  studies  not  having  been  graded.  There  were 
eleven  in  the  class,  two  boys  and  nine  girls.  Of  these  six 
have  entered  college,  two  are  teaching  and  three  out  of  school 
work.  This  year,  in  the  regular  work  of  the  first  high  school 
year,  twenty-two  are  enrolled,  in  the  second  year  twenty-four 
enrolled,  and  the  third  year  thirty-two  enrolled.  About  nine 
will  complete  the  full  year's  work  for  graduation,  nearly  all 
of  whom  expect  to  enter  college  elsewhere. 

High  school  faculty — T.  J.  Woofter,  principal ;  assistants, 
H.  N.  Grannis,  Jas.  E.  Pope  and  Miss  Allie  M.  Stevens. 
Prof.  Grannis  is  a  graduate  of  Cumberland  University,  Leb- 
anon, Tenn. ;  Prof.  Pope,  of  Mississippi  State  University ; 
and  Miss  Stevens,  of  State  Industrial  College,  Columbus. 
Other  teachers  are  Misses  Ella  Farmer,  Addie  Scale,  Callie 
M.  Gerdine,  Belle  Killough,  Maud  Chapman,  Sallie  Anderson, 
Marcia  Sloan,  Mrs.  N.  E.  Lavelle,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Ivy,  Mrs.  Rai 
Smither.  Salaries :  Principal  and  superintendent,  $150 ; 
first  assistant,  $75;  second  assistant,  $65;  first  primary,  $50; 
all  other  regular  grade  teachers  $40  per  month. 


WmONA  GRADED  SCHOOL. 

W.   J.   TAYLOR,    PRINCIPAL. 

Prior  to  1890,  Winona  had  no  well  defined  educational  in- 
terest. Her  female  college,  founded  by  the  able  and  la- 
mented Dr.  Bacon,  who  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  T.  Zealy, 
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present  proprietor,  her  male  academy,  sub-district,  and 
various  private  schools  had  not  given  the  town  that  educa- 
tional character  to  which  its  intelligent  and  progressive  citi- 
zenship entitled  it. 

The  completion  of  the  Georgia  Pacific  railway  making 
this  a  junction  city  of  great  prospects  and  possibilities, 
paved  the  way  for  Winona  to  become,  not  only  a  commercial 
point  of  great  importance,  but  an  educational  center  of  great 
attraction. 

In  August,  1890,  the  trustees  abolished  all  the  free  schools 
of  the  city  and  recommended  that  a  city  graded  school  for 
both  sexes  bo  organized.  A  direct  tax  of  $10,000  was 
voted,  and  the  present  building  was  begun  in  September, 
1890.  A  corps  of  teachers,  with  the  present  principal,  was 
employed  and  a  school  of  140  pupils  was  opened  in  the  old 
male  academy  building  in  September  6th,  1890.  The  7th  of 
January,  1891,  the  new  building  was  completed  and  a  school 
of  275  pupils  was  opened  in  it  after  the  holidays.  The  en- 
rollment for  session  of  1890-'91  reached  369. 

During  the  vacation  of  1891  a  canvass  of  the  counties 
contiguous  to  this  was  made,  in  consequence  of  which  we 
now  have  eight  counties  represented. 

The  school  is  maintained  by  a  tax  levied  on  a  valuation 
of  $690,000,  which  is  largely  supplemented  by  the  pupils 
from  other  districts  of  the  county  and  by  the  pupils  from 
other  counties. 

Last  year  we  had  six  months  free  school.  This  year  we 
will  have  eight,  supplementing  with  a  sufficient  pay  term  to 
make  a  ten  months  session.  We  have  nine  grades,  including 
Oreek,  Latin,  Anglo  Saxon,  higher  English,  higher  mathe- 
matics and  physical  science,  elocution.  Commercial  course, 
music^  painting  and  drawing,  are  also  carried. 

School  furniture   cost $  1,200 

Scljhool  appliances  cost 100 

School  building  cost 10,000 

School  lot  cost 800 

We  propose  to  become  a  strong  feeder  to  the  University, 
and  would  like  to  put  our  pupils  in  junior  class. 
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STATE  INSTITUTIONS, 


UNIVERSITY    (fF   MISSISSIPPI. 
B.   B.   FULTON;    AOTINQ  OHANOELLOB. 

The  University  of  Mississippi  is  located  immediatelj  west 
of  the  city  of  Oxford.  It  has,  however,  a^eparate  postoffice. 
University,  Miss. 

The  University  grounds  include  two  adjacent  half  sections 
of  land,  lying  along  the  Illinois  Central  Eailway,  and  partly 
within  the  city  limits  of  Oxford.  All  the  land  is  valuable. 
That  portion  nearest  the  city  of  Oxford  is  partly  laid  off  into 
desirable  lots  for  residences.  Many  of  these  lots  have  been 
leased  on  terms  that  are  favorable  alike  to  the  lease-holders 
and  to  the  University. 

The  improved  portion  of  the  University  grounds  form  a 
campus  probably  unsurpassed  in  natural  beauty  by  any  in 
the  country.  Many  of  the  buildings  are  well  adapted  to  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  erected.  They  are  constructed 
of  red  brick,  and  so  disposed  that  the  destruction  of  one  by 
fire  would  not  involve  the  rest.  The  Lyceum,  devoted  to 
lecture  rooms,  and  to  the  laboratories  and  collections  of  the 
schools  of  chemistry  and  natural  history,  is  of  the  Doric 
style  of  architecture,  50x130  feet,  and  three  stories  high.  It 
contains  fourteen  well-lighted  rooms.  The  Observatory, 
occupied  by  the  schools  of  physics  and  astronomy,  covers 
an  area  about  55x160  feet  in  extent.  All  of  this  is  one  story, 
excepting  the  domes  for  telescopes,  and  the  eastern  wing 
which  is  the  professor's  residence.  These  parts  are  of  two 
stories. 

The  building  contains  an  auditorium,  two  storage  rooms 
for  j^pparatus,  a  general  physical  laboratory,  four  special 
laboratories,  a  workshop,  besides  the  rooms  and  domes 
needed  for  the  astronomical  instruments. 

The  Chapel  building  contains  the  assembly  hall  of  the 
University,  and  halls  for  two  literary  societies.  There  are 
three  large  dormitories,  and  four  professors'  residences  facing 
the  centre  of  the  campus. 

In  othei  buildings  suitably  located  are  four  additional  res- 
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idenoes  for  professors,  a  hall  for  the  University  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  a  gymnasium,  a  magnetic  observatory 
and  a  workshop. 

The  Library  building,  recently  completed,  will  compare 
well  with  almost  any  building  for  similar  purposes  in  the 
country.  Its  many  conveniences  have  largely  increasedrthe 
use  of  the  books  in  the  collection.  The  lecture  room  of  the 
school  of  law  is  in  this  building. 

A  low  estimate  would  place  the  value  of  the  grounds  and 
buildings  at  $275,000,  and  the  fine  collections  of  apparatus 
and  specimens  in  the  schools  T>f  chemistry,  physics  and  as- 
tronomy, with  the  15,000  volumes  in  the  library,  are  worth 
♦60,000  more. 

In  addition  to  the  equipment  heretofore  on  the  grounds, 
the  University  will  within  the  next  year  have  mounted  a 
telescope  commensurate  with  the  material  for  instruction 
provided  in  the  other  departments  of  the  institution. 

Instruction  is  provided  in  twenty-one  schools,  viz :  a 
school  of  law,  and  two  in  the  department  of  science,  letters 
and  arts,  schools  of  Latin,  Greek,  German,  French,  English, 
belles  letters,  mathematics,  physics,  astronomy,  theoretical 
chemistry,  practical  chemistry,  botany,  zoology,  mineralogy, 
geology,  mental  and  moral  philosophy,  logic,  "history,  politi- 
cal economy,  elocution. 

The  faculty  of  instruction  consists  of  nine  professors  (in- 
eluding  the  chancellor),  one  associate  professor,  one  instruc- 
tor and  six  fellows. 

Under  the  present  system  a  student's  possible  choice  in 
the  selection  of  his  course  is  very  large.  After  completfng 
an  amount  of  work  selected  from  the  University  curriculum 
equivalent  to  twenty  recitations  per  week  for  three  years 
and  fifteen  per  week  for  the  fourth  year,  a  bachelor's  degree 
may  be  obtained,  depending  for  its  exact  title  upon  the  char- 
acter of  the  studies  pursued.  Graduates  are  thus  classified 
as  bachelors  of  arts,  of  science,  or  of  philosophy. 

The  University  also  makes  provision  for  a  limited  amount 
of  work  preparatory  to  the  University  studies  proper.  A 
two  years  sub-freshman  course  is  arranged  in  Latin,  Greek 
and  mathematics,  and  a  one  year's  course  in  English. 

Provision  is  made  for  advanced  study  after  a  studei^t  has 
taken  the  Bachelor's  degree.  The  post  graduate  degrees  of- 
fered are  that  of  Master  of  Arts,  involving  at  least  one  year's 
advanced  work,  and  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy,  in- 
volving three  year's  advanced  study,  and  at  least  two  of  these 
years  must  be  spent  in  study  at  the  University.  During  the 
last  few  years  there  has  been  a  very  marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  students  taking  post-graduate  studies,  and  a  de- 
crease in  the  number  taking  strictly  preparatory  work.  This 


•^^Ts 


State  Institutions.  429 

is  regarded  as  a  prophecy  of  higher  and  better  work  all 
through  the  institutioD.  There  are  now  more  stndents  of  the 
University  taking,  here  and  elsewhere,  advanced  courses  of 
study  than  ever  before. 

The  faculty  is  composed  of  men  in  the  prime  of  life,  and 
each  an  accomplished  scholar  and  thorough  teacher.  They 
are  anxious  that  the  University  shall  be  fully  en  rapport  with 
the  system  of  public  education  in  the  State.  Students  com- 
ing from  nearly  all  the  high  schools  in  the  State  may  be 
classified  without  examination  upon  presentation  of  the 
proper  certificate  from  the  principal  of  the  school.  Every 
effort  possible  is  made  to  enlist  interest  in  local  high  schools. 

The  board  of  trustees  of  the  University  have  resolved  to 
provide  instruction  in  pedagogy  as  soon  as  the  funds  of  the 
University  will  allow.  The  income  of  the  University  con- 
sists of  the  sum  of  $82,643  interest  paid  annually  by  the 
State,  and  a  variable  sum,  amounting  to  three  or  four  thou- 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  composed  of  tuition  and  ma- 
triculation fees,  paid  by  students. 

The  La  Bauve  scholarship  fund,  the  generous  bequest  of 
the  late  Felix  La  Bauve,  of  DeSoto  county,  is  held  in  trust 
and  the  income  used,  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  the  do- 
nor, is  supporting  five  or  more  young  men  from  DeSoto 
county  at  the  University. 

Male  and  female  students  are  admitted  alike  to  the  classes 
of  the  University. 

During  the  session  1890-'91, 240  students  were  enrolled  in 
all  departments  of  the  Universiy.  Up  to  January,  1892,  the 
enrollment  for  the  current  session  was  204.  This  is  the  40th 
session  of  the  institution.  Its  records  show  that  it  has  af- 
forded instruction  to  more  than  4,500  students,  of  whom 
more  than  1,000  have  taken  degrees.  Its  friends  have  reason 
to  be  proud  of  its  record,  and  of  the  very  large  number  of 
its  Alumni,  who  have  attained  prominent  positions  in  State 
and  national  affairs,  and  in  professional  life.  In  spite  of  the 
fact  that  other,  and  some  wealthier,  institutions  have  grown 
up  around  it,  within  the  past  few  years  the  list  of  students 
enrolled  has  been  enlarging. 


AGRICULTURAL   AMD    MECHANICAL  COLLEGE. 
QEN.  S.  D.  LEB,  PRESIDENT. 

In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  November  21,  request- 
ing a  narrative  report  of  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical 
College,  and  certain  information  showing  work  being  done, 
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in  kind  and  quality,  to  accorapaoy  your  report  to  the  legiBls* 
ture,  for  the  school  years  1890-'91, 1  have  the  honor  to  pre- 
seot  the  following : 

ATTENDANCE,  SESSIONS  1890  AND  1891,   AND  TO  DATE. 

The  attendance  for  the  session  of  1890  was  830  stadents, 
190  heing  in  the  college  classes,  and  14U  in  the  preparatory 
class. 

For  tno  session  1891,285  slndents,  169  being  in  the  college 
oldsses  and  116  in  the  preparatory  class. 

For  the  present  session  (1892)  we  have  now  280  Btndents 
in  attendance.  Inclnding  new  stadents,  now  at  the  college, 
we  have  had  in  attendance  since  our  opening,  October  let, 
1880,  2,117  individual  stndents;  and  by  sessions,  an  average 
annual  attendance  of  308  students. 


The  capacity  of  the  college  in  dormitory  and  teaching 
room,  is  300  studenis.  f  he  insiii^aiion'bas  had  fnll  attend- 
ance during  tbe  eleven  years  of  its  existence,  and  with  en- 
larged facilities,  could  as  easily  have  600  students,  as  the 
annual  average  of  300,  who  have  attended. 

OEVIEW  07  FIBST  TEN  SESSIONS. 

The  college  issned  a  Decennial  catalogue  in  1890,  at  the 
close  of  the  first  ten  sessions,  and  facts  elicited  the  following 
tangible  results,  viz  :  Bighty-fivo  per  centum  of  the  students 
who  have  attended,  were  the  sons  of  farmers  and  mechanics. 

The  average  necessary  expense  of  a  student  for  a  session 
is  about  tl25,  including  a  uniform,  which,  as  it  is  clothing, 
is  not  included  in  the  usual  published  expenses  of  other  col- 
leges. 

About  one-fourth  of  the  students,  with  tbe  help  of  labor 
furnished  by  the  college,  reduce  their  expenses  below '9100 
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a  session,  and  all  reduce  their  expenses  by  labor  furnished^ 
the  amount  depending,  in  a  great  measure,  on  the  industrjr 
and  earnestness  of  the  individual  student.  . 

Forty-six  per  centum  of  our  graduates  are  engaged  in 
iarmingy  or  as  professors  or  assistants  at  agricultural  col- 
leges, or  at  agricultural  experiment  stations. 

Our  graduates  are  occupying  and  maintaining  them- 
selves in  good  positions,  in  twelve  states  and  territories.  As^ 
farmers,  horticulturists,  dairymen,  professors,  superintend- 
ents of  model  farms,  as  teachers,  professsional  men,  as  work- 
ers at  agricultural  experiment  stations,  as  mechanics,  and  a& 
business  men  generally,  it  is  demonstrated  that  they  are  car- 
rying out  the  objects  intended  by  the  law  establishing  the 
college,  viz :  *'To  promote  the  liberal  and  practical  educa- 
tion of  the  industrial  classes  in  the  several  pursuits  and  pro- 
fessions of  life." 

The  influence  of  the  college  on  the  agricuiture  of  the  State 
can  be  estimated  if  we  note  the  impetus  given  to  stock-raising,, 
and  the  cultivation  of  grasses,  and  a  diversified  farming  gen- 
erally^ which  is  advocated  and  illustrated  at  the  college. 

DEPRESSION  OF  1888,  1889  AND  1890 — CONGRESSIONAL  AID. 

During  the  sessions  of  1888,  1889  and  1890,  the  college 
labored  under  great  depression,  owing  to  the  reduced  appro- 
priations given  by  the  legislature  of  1888,  causing  14  profes- 
sors and  officers  to  resign  and  accept  work  elseWhere,  and 
also  owing  to  four  disastrous  fires  in  ihe  fall  of  1889,  which 
destroyed  over  $15,000  worth  of  buildings  and  other  prop- 
erty. Congress,  in  August,  1890,  passed  a  law  aiding  indus- 
trial colleges,  and  contributing  to  their  enlargement  and  sup- 
port. This  college  has  received  its  share  of  three  annual 
appropriations.  The  law  was  in  a  measure  retroactive  in  its 
influence,  and  appropriated  money  for  the  fiscal  years  1890,. 
1891  and  1892,  Mississippi  receiving  her  part  during  the' 
spring  of  1891.  Out  of  the  first  two  appropriations,  this  col- 
lege received  $16,600,  and  Alcorn  A.  &  M,  College,  a  like 
amount.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  who  under  the  law^ 
had  power  to  construe  it,  refused  to  give  the  amount  due 
Mississippi  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  80,  1892,  unless^ 
the  money  was  divided  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of  ed- 
ucable  children  of  the  respective  races.  Under  this  decisioiy 
Alcorn  A.  &  M.  College  received  out  of  the  third  appropri- 
ation $17,000,  nearly  six-tenths  or  $9,878.68,  and  this  col- 
lege a  little  over  four-tenths,  or  $7,621.87,  for  1892.  The 
first  two  appriations  were  really  received  by  the  State  after 
the  sessions  for  which  they  were  intended,  and  to  enable  the 
board  of  trustees  to  judiciously  use  this  help  from  Congress^ 
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it  was  necessary  to  erect  some  buildings.  The  law  of  Con- 
gress prohibited  any  of  its  funds  being  used  for  buildings, 
or  repairs  to  buildings. 

HOW   MONEY  RECEIVED  FROM   CONGRESS   WAS     USED.      MECHANIC 

ARTS — SHOPS. 

The  board,  to  comply  with  the  law,  used  a  part  of  this 
Congressional  aid  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  faculty  and  em- 
ployees, and  purchase  machinery,  and  released  a  correspond- 
ing  amount  of  the  State  appropriation  with  which  to  erect 
some  necessary  buildings,  so  that  the  aid  would  do  the  most 
good.  To  start  the  mechanical  feature  of  the  college,  an  iron 
building  one  hundred  feet  long,  and  fifty  feet  wide  has  been 
erected.  This  building  is  equipped, with  a  forty-horse  power 
engine  and  boiler,  with  forty  carpenter  benches  and  kits  of 
tools ;  with  21  turning  lathes  and  saws ;  grindstones  and 
other  appurtenances  to  instruct  students  in  a  well-organized 
carpenter  shop  in  all  kinds  of  joining,  turning,  pattern  mak- 
ing, etc.  Two  hundred  Mississippi  boys  are  now  receiving 
this  instruction,  which  will  enable  ourjown  boys  to  do  such 
work  instead  of  importing  strange  mechanics  from  other 
States.  About  $8,000  have  been  expended  in  building  and 
equipment. 

BETTER  EQUIPMENT — HORTIOULTURAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  board  also  complied  with  a  promise  made  the  horti- 
cultural society  of  the  State  in  1885,  and  have  spent  $3,802 
in  development  and  equipment  of  the  horticultural  depart- 
ment. 

UTERART  SOCIETY   HALLS — CLAIMS   OF   STUDENTS. 

The  balance  of  the  first  two  appropriations  in  amount, 
was  used  from  State  funds  in  erecting  the  literary  society 
halls,  which  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1889.  These  halls 
were  once  the  old  mess  hall,  and  this  building  was  the  only 
one  insured  and  saved  to  the  State.  The  premium  of  the 
policy  was  paid  by  the  students,  and  charged  in  their  mess 
bills.  The  receipt  of  the  insurance  enabled  the  State  to  re- 
build the  new  mess  hall,  but  was  not  sufficient  to  replace  the 
society  halls.  The  students  claimed,  that  as  their  money 
saved  the  building  to  the  State,  their  halls  should  be  rebuilt 
at  the  first  opportunity.  This  just  claim  was  acknowledged 
by  the  board,  and  $1,869  spent  in  this  direction. 

IRON   COTS  FOR  STUDENTS   AND   NECESSARY  APPARATUS. 

The  balance  was  spent  in  purchasing  100  iron  cots   for 
students  and  in  necessary  apparatus  for  the  departments. 
E-28 
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how  third  appropriation  18  to  be  spent — session  1892. 

The  third  appropriatioD  gave  the  college  $7,621.87  for  the 
present  session.  The  board  with  this  money  established  .the 
new  chair  of  Mechanic  arts,  with  a  professor  and  two  assist- 
ants, and  the  chair  of  Veterinary  science  and  anatomy  and 
physiology,  a  new  professor  provided  for  support  of  me- 
chanical department,  in  coal  for  engine,  engineer  and  mate- 
rial for  students  to  work  with,  and  readjusted  salaries  of  the 
faculty,  paying  them  what  is  paid  at  other  colleges. 

NEW   LIFE   AND   ENLARGED   SPHERE   OF   USEFULNESS. 

This  unexpected  aid  has  given  new  Jife  to  the  college,  and 
enlarged  its  sphere  of  usefulnes  in  every  way.  The  college 
is  now  a  "mechanical"  as  well  as  an  "  agricultural"  college. 
The  depression  which  has  so  long  discouragedthe  board  and 
faculty  has  disappeared,  and  the  institution  is  again  a  pro- 
gressive, and  an  aggressive  college. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY — SHOPS  FOR  IRON  WORK  NEEDED. 

The  college  has  but  one  course,  agricultural,  leading  to  the 
degree  of  bachelor  of  science,  and  a  post-graduate  course  to 
master  of  science.  So  soon  as  the  State  builds  and  equips 
shops  for  iron  foundry  and  machine  work,  the  college  will 
then  have  two  courses,  one  in  agriculture,  and  the  other  in 
mechanic  arts,  leading  to  the  same  degree  of  bachelor  of 
science,  with  studies  of  equal  and  equivalent  dignity.  The 
mechanical  course  will  not  be  specified  till  practical  work 
can  go  hand  in  hand  with  theoretical  instruction. 

PROFESSORSHIPS   AND   DEPARTMENTS. 

There  are  at  present  eleven  chairs  or  departments  in  the 
college,  filled  by  eleven  professors,  viz  :  Agriculture,  Prof. 
J.  H.  Connell ;  horticulture,  A.  B.  McKay ;  mechanic  *  arts 
and  drawing,  Harry  Gwinner ;  biology,  G.  C.  Creelman ; 
veterinary  science,  anatomy  and  physiology,  Dr.  Tait  Butler ; 
chemistry  and  physics,  W.  L.  piutchinson ;  English,  W.  H. 
Magruder ;  mathematics,  B.  M.  Walker ;  preparatory,  Dab- 
ney  Lipscomb  ;  military  science  and  tactics — first  lieutenant, 
John  V.  White,  U.  S.  army  j  experiment  station,  S.  M.  Tra- 
cey,  with  such  assistants  as  are  needed. 

VALUE   OF   COLLEGE   PLANTS   AND   PROPERTY. 

The  college  property  is  quite  valuable.  A  committee  of 
citizens,  composed  of  Hon.  J.  H.  Beeman,  Hen.  J.  H.  Duke 
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and  Capt.  John  Powell,  appointed  by  Governor  Stone,  ap- 
praised the  property  in  November  at  $225,950,  as  follows : 

College  bniWings,  land,  orchards,  vineyards,  gar- 
dens, miscellaneous,  hospital,  library,  museum^ 
stewards,  chemical,  mechanical  (by  inventory  of 
items)  at.. $  186,650 

Horticultural    inventory,     buildings,    implements, 

stock,  produce,  etc 4,400 

Farm  inventory,  buildings,  machinery  implements, 

produce,  stock,  tools,  creamery,  etc    20,000 

Experiment  Station,   buildings,   machinery,  stock, 

chemicals,  apparatus,  etc i . .      16,000 

Total $225,950 

]*ABM  DEPABTMENT,    SALES. 

The  farm  department  sold  during  the  two  years,  in  milk, 
beef,  hogs,  pure  bred  cattle,  seeds,  field  crops,  butter,  mis- 
cellaneous, etc.,  $11,369.70. 

The  department  has  cost  the  State  nothing  since  1885.  It 
is  self-sustaining,  has  replaced  most  of  the  property  destroyed 
and  met  all  expenses.  Only  the  professor  who  teaches 
students,  is  paid  by  the  State  as  other  professors. 

HOBTIOULTURAL  DEPARTMENT,   SALES. 

The  horticultural  department  is  also  self-sustaining  and 
costs  the  State  nothing,  excepting  the  salary  of  the  profes- 
sor who  teaches  students.  Vegetables,  plants,  fruits,  etc., 
were  sold  to  amount  of  $2,431.  This  department  was  better 
equipped  out  of  Congressional  aid,  and  will  give  better  re- 
sults in  future. 

OHEMIOAL    DEPARTMENT. 

The  chemical  department,  which  analyzes  fertilizers,  is 
also  self-sustaining,  and  the  fees  pay  chemists  for  their 
work,  buy  chemicals,  etc.  The  professor  is  partly  paid  by 
the  college  and  experiment  station.  He  teaches  chemistry. 
The  receipts  for  last  two  years  were  $3,394,  and  were  ex- 
pended as  indicated. 

EXPERIMENT  STATION — ^EXPENSES   PAID   BY   U.   S. 

The  experiment  station  pays  out  of  its  own  funds,  re- 
ceived from  Congress,  the  director  and  all  employees,  and 
bears  all  of  its  own  expenses.    None  of  it  goes  to  the  sup- 
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port  of  the  college.  Bulletins  are  published  regularly  of 
all  experiments,  and  the  farmers  can  receive  them  free  by 
asking  for  them  and  sending  in  their  names. 

SlLV-SUPPOBTINa  DKPABTMBNT8— NO   COST   TO   STATE. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  farm,  horticultural  department^ 
chemical  department  and  station  cost  the  State  nothing  ex- 
cept the  pay  of  three  professors  who  actually  teach  students. 
All  that  is  asked  from  the  State  is  money  sufficient  to  pay 
faculty  and  employees,  to  pay  students  for  labor,  to  pay  in- 
surance on  its  own  buildings,  and  to  meet  the  ordinary  inci- 
dental expenses  of  the  college. 

PRESENT  CONDITION — ABILITY  FOB  ENLABOBD   USEFULNESS. 

Since  receipt  of  recent  aid  the  college  is  in  bettor  fix  than 
it  has  ever  been.  Its  property  and  plant  are  valuable,  and  it 
would  be  poor  economy  not  to  utilize  it  to  its  fullest  extent 
for  the  benefit  of  the  industrial  classes  in  the  State.  The 
laws  of  Congress  forbids  any  of  its  money  appropriated  to 
go  in  buildings  or  repairs.  The  State  has  obligated  itself  in 
receiving  congressional  aid  to  supply  buildings  and  support. 
There  is  not  more  than  half  teaching  room  enough.  What 
we  have  is  barely  sufficient  for  the  departments  of  English, 
mathematics  and  preparatory  departments.  There  are  the 
poorest  of  facilities  in  teaching  the  sciences,  except  chemis- 
try, which  has  a  good  laboratory. 

FOUB  MONTHS  COMMON    SCHOOL    INTBUOTION    BY    STATE — STATE 
OOLLEOES   can't  ANTAGONIZE   COMMON    SCHOOLS. 

The  Constitution  of  the  State  now  makes  it  obligatory 
upon  the  Legislature,  from  its  own  funds,  to  give  four 
months  instruction  to  every  child  in  the  State  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  With  this  liberal  provision,  cities  and  locali- 
ties can  supplement  the  expense  and  terms  by  local  taxa- 
tion. There  should  now  be  no  feeling  of  antagonism  or 
opposition  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  people  toward  institu- 
tions oi  higher  grade  in  the  State,  which  should  be  liberally 
supported,  to  enable  scholars  from  the  common  and  district 
schools  to  get  collegiate  education  when  they  desire  to  pur- 
sue their  studies. 

AN  ACT  to  repeal  An  Act,  entitled  An  Act  apportioning  the  students  of 
the  A.  and  M.  College,  located  at  Starkville,  among  the  several  counties 
of  the  State,  according  to  the  white  educable  children,  approved  March 
8,  1882,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi,  That  an  act  entitled  an  act  apportioning  the  students 
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of  the  A.  and  M.  College,  located  at  Starkville,  among  the 
several  counties  of  the  State,  according  to  the  white  educa- 
ble  children,  approved  March  8,  1882,  be  and  the  same  i& 
hereby  repealed. 

Ssc.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  of  said  A. 
and  M.  College  in  connection  with  its  board  of  trustees,  shall 
take  steps,  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall 
seem  to  him  best  calculated  to  insure  an  equal  distribution 
of  the  scholarships  in  said  college,  among  the  several  coun- 
ties of  the  State,  giving  the  ])reference  in  all  cases  to  those 
calculated  to  follow  agricultural,  mechanical  or  other  indus- 
trial pursuits. 

Seo.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  take  effect 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved,  March  12,  1884. 


INDUSTRIAL  INSTITUTE  AND  COLLEGE. 
BOBSBT   FBAZEB,   PRESIDENT. 

Your  kind  offer  to  embody  in  your  biennial  report  a  state- 
ment concerning  the  work  of  this  school  is  accepted  with 
grateful  appreciation,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  sending  the 
following  synopsis : 

The  ultimate  aim  of  the  Legislature,  as  set  forth  in  the  bill 
creating  the  school,  was  ^Hhe  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  a  first-class  Industrial  Institute  and  College,  for  the  edu- 
cation of  white  girls  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  in  the  arts 
and  sciences,  at  which  such  girls  may  acquire  a  thorough 
normal  school  education,  together  with  a  knowledge  of  kin- 
dergaten  instruction,  also  a  knowledge  of  telegraphy,  stenog- 
raphy, photography ;  also  a  knowledge  of  drawing,  paint- 
ing, designing  and  engraving  in  their  industrial  applications ; 
also  a  knowledge  of  fancy,  practical  and  general  needle-work ; 
and  also,  a  knowledge  of  book-keeping,  with  such  other  prac- 
tical industries,  as  from  time  to  time,  may  be  suggested  by 
experience,  or  tend  to  promote  the  general  object  of  said 
institution  and  college,  to-wit :  fitting  and  preparing  such 
girls  for  the  practical  industries  of  the  age.'' 

The  institution  is  only  six  years  old,  but  what  it  has 
done  along  these  lines  is,  I  doubt  not,  quite  up  to  the  hopes  of 
its  friends,  and,  in  some  respects,  possibly,  beyond  them. 

The  work  of  the  school  is  arranged  in  three  departments: 
the  first  embracing  literary  and  scientific  studies  ;  the  second, 
industrial  arts,  and  the  third,  fine  arts. 

1.  In  the  first  department  (literary  and  scientific  studies) 
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there  are  three  courses  of  stndy,  viz  :  a  business  course,  cow 
ering  three  years  ;  a  normal  course,  also  three  years,  and  a 
college  course  oi  four  years.  Tho  subjects  of  instruction  are 
mathematics,  history,  languages  (English,  Latin,  French  and 
German),  literature,  mental  and  moral  philosophy,  political 
economy,  natural  history,  physics  and  chemistry.  Besides 
these  the  normal  work  embraces  pedagogics  and  methods  of 
instruction. 

2.  The  department  of  industrial  arts  embraces  drawings 
designing,  wood-carving,  cutting  and  making  dresses^  type- 
writing, phonography,  telegraphy,  printing,  penmanship  and 
book-keeping. 

3.  The  department  of  fine  arts  includes  painting  and  music. 
A  department  of  physical  culture  has  been  added  this  ses- 
sion, employing  the  services  of  one  teacher. 

Whilst  the  equipment  of  the  school  does  not  yet  supply, 
in  every  department,  all  that  is  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of 
teaching  force  and  appliances,  the  work,  as  regardB  both  ex- 
tent and  character,  is  believed  to  be  fully  up  to  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  projectors  of  the  enterprise,  whose  aim  was  to 
give  to  the  girls  of  Mississippi  better  lacilities  for  breadth  of 
culture  and  for  high  literary  and  scientific  attainments  than 
were  usually  found,  even  in  schools  of  high  grade  for  young 
women.  For  example,  the  course  in  mathematics  of  the  I. 
I.  &  C.  embraces  the  various  branches  of  that  science  from 
arithmetic  to  calculus  inclusive ;  and,  strange  as  it  may  seem 
to  those  who  believe  women,  as  a  rule,  incapable  of  master- 
ing this  study,  the  proportion  of  successful  students  is 
unusually  large.  It  may  be  said  further,  that  tests  are  not 
limited  to  the  text  proper,  but  involve  a  large  amount  of 
original  work. 

A  girl  who  had  gone  through  the  course  at  thi^  school, 
when  it  was  not  so  extensive  as  at  present,  was  admitted  to 
the  senior  class  in  mathematics  in  the  University  of  Missis- 
sippi, and^  at  the  final  examination  for  graduation,  attained 
with  ease  the  extraordinary  grade  of  ninety-nine  and  nine- 
tenths,  and  this,  under  a  professor  whose  examinations  were- 
notably  searching  and  difficult. 

A  cursory  inspection  of  the  rolls  brings  out  the  fact  that 
of  the  young  women  who  have  received  instruction  here, 
there  are  nearly  300  who,  as  book-keepers, dress-makers,type- 
writers,  phonograph ers,  artists,  journalists  and  teachers,  are 
enjoying  the  independence  that  training  affords,  many  of 
them  filling  with  distinction  places  in  high  schools  and  col- 
leges. Besides  these,  there  are,  doubtless,  a  number  about 
whose  work  we  are  not  informed.  Beyond  the  contributions 
that  these  are  all  making  to  the  material  advancement  of 
our  commonwealth,  who  can  measure  the  value  of  their  in- 
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fluence  upon  the  intellectual  and  moral  power  of  the  commu- 
nities in  which  they  live  and  work  ?  These  facts  are  given 
simply  by  way  of  illustration  to  set  forth  the  character  of 
the  work,  a  detailed  exhibit  of  its  scope  being  out  of  keep- 
ing with  a  report  like  this. 

Mississippi  students  receive  free  instruction  in  all  depart- 
ments except  that  of  music ;  and  aB  many  as'  can  be  accom- 
modated in  the  dormitory  (218)  get  board  at  cost.  The 
average  cost  of  board,  including  fuel,  lights,  washing,  etc.,  is 
less,  than  $9.60  a  month.  Notwithstanding  its  cheapness  the 
fare  is  abundant;  and,  in  variety,  as  well  as  in  the  excel- 
lence of  its  quality,  cooking  and  serving,  it  is  far  better  than 
one  would  be  apt  to  think  possible  in  so  large  an  establish- 
ment. It  is  doubtful  whether  there  can  be  found  in  all  the 
land,  in  any  household,  public  or  private,  a  kitchen,  pantry 
and  dining  room  more  exquisite  in  neatness  and  order  than 
those  of  the  1. 1.  &  0. 

The  dining-room  work  is  done  by  the  pupils,  all  being  re- 
quired to  take  their  part  in  turn.  A  regular  system  of  detail 
is  employed  by  which  the  work  is  done  without  becoming 
monotonous  or  laborious.  Students  are  also  required  to  keep 
their  bed  rooms  in  order.  Work  outside  the  dining  hall  and 
bed  rooms  is  voluntary,  the  students  receiving  pay  for  it  at 
six  to  ten  cents  an  hour,  according  to  the  work.  Some  in 
this  way  earn  three  or  four  dollars  a  month,  some  defray 
half  their  expenses,  and  a  few  do  even  more. 

It  would  be  hard  to  over-estimate  the  importance  of  this 
feature  of  the  school  alone  for  those  who  are  soon  to  become 
the  home-makers  of  the  state. 

TERMS   OF   ADMISSION   AND   PROMOTION. 

1.  Applicants  for  admission  must  be  at  least  fifteen  years 
of  age,  in  good  health,  and  must  furnish  certificates  of  good 
moral  character. 

2.  All  applicants  are  required  to  sustain  a  satisfactory  ex- 
amination in  grammar  school  studies,  to  wit :  Eeading, 
writing,  spelling,  arithmetic,  English  grammar,  geography 
and  history  of  the  United  States. 

County  superintendents  of  education  are  authorized  to  con- 
duct examination's  in  the  foregoing  studies  for  admission, 
and  to  furnish  certificates  to  applicants  who  live  in  their  re- 
spective counties. 

The  certificate  of  a  superintendent  of  education,  approved 
by  the  board  of  supervisors,  entitles  a  student  to  admission 
to  the  college  at  the  commencement  of  the  session. 

At  all  other  times,  when  the  student  wishes  to  enter  an 
advanced  class,  she  must  be  examined  by  the  president  or 
faculty  of  the  college. 
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A  BtudoDt  holdiDg  a  certificate  of  scholarship  from  her 
connly  superintendent  may  be  classed  in  the  business  conrse, 
section  1,  without  further  examination. 

Candidates  for  ireshman  class  are  examined  by  the  col- 
lege faculty  in — 

a.  Mathematics,  embracing  arithmetic  and  algebra 
(through  equations  of  the  first  degree,  factoring  equivalents 
to  that  given  in  Wentworth's  complete  algebra.) 

b.  English,  the  candidate  being  asked  to  write  a  few 
pages  upon  some  assigned  subject,  and  the  examination  cov- 
ering the  principles  of  analysis  and  the  leading  irregular- 
ities incident  to  the  language. 

c.  Latin,  the  student  being  required  to  show  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  declensions  and  conjugations,  and  apply 
rules  for  the  oblique  cases,  and  for  noun,  adjective  and  ad- 
verb clauses,  and  to  show  some  acquaintance  with  the  more 
common  idioms. 

For  the  higher  college  classes  candidates  must  pass  an  ex- 
amination in  the  subjects  pursued  by  the  classes  below. 

3.  AU  class  and  examination  grades  are  estimated  on  the 
basis  of  100  for  maximum.  In  order  to  determine  whether 
the  student  may  advance  from  one  class  to  another,  her 
standing  in  any  half  year's  course  is  computed  thus  :  Her 
marks  on  the  daily  recitations  are  averaged  for  the  session ; 
she  is  required  to  sustain  an  examination  on  the  course.  The 
term  mark  is  added  to  double  the  examination  grade,  and 
the  sum  divided  by  three.  If  the  quotient  is  75  or  more, 
the  pupil  advances  with  her  class. 

The  following  statement  shows  attendance,  etc.,  for  the 
last  two  years ; 

Students  enrolled  for  session  of  1889-90  : 

In  first  section  of  the  business  course 45 

In  second  section  of  the  business  course 175 

Total  number  in  business  course ^  218 

In  the  normal  course 6 

In  the  first  college  class  (freshman) 49 

In  the  second  college  class  (sophomore) 15 

In  the  third  college  class  (junior) 18 

In  the  fourth  college  class  (senior) 6 

Total  number  in  college  department 88         88 

Total  number  in  all  departments,  session  '89-'90  312 

Of  these  there  were  in  the  music  deparment 65 

All  the  school,  as  required  by  the  regulations,  pursued  the 
study  of  some  industrial  art. 
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For  this  session,  1889-90,  certificates  of  proficiency  were 
Awarded  as  follows : 

In  printing 1 

In  dress  making 18 

In  industrial  and  decorative  art 18 

In  book-keeping 8 

In  phonography  and  type-writing 7 


Total 47 

Graduated  in  collegiate  department  (in  senior  class  of  6).      5 

STUDENTS  ENROLLED   FOR  SESSION   1890-91. 

In  first  section  oi  business  course 55 

In  second  section  of  business  course 120 

Total  number  in  business  course 175 

In  the  normal  course 51 

Irregulars  (unclassified) 35 

In  first  college  class  (Freshman) 52 

In  second  college  class  (Sophomore 24 

In  third  college  class  (Junior) 13 

In  fourth  college  class  (Senior) 10 

Total  in  collegiate  department 99 

Total  in  all  departments,  1890-'91 355 

OERTIFIOATES   OF  PROFIODSNOT. 

Certificates  of  Proficiency  were  awarded  as  follows : 

In  printing 1 

In  dress-making 11 

In^industrial  and  decorative  art 8 

In^book-keeping ; 4 

In  telegraphy 6 

In  phonography 4 

Total 33 

ITumber  graduates  (entire  Senior  class) ^0 

STUDENTS  ENROLLED   (UP  TO  DATE)  FOR   SESSION  OF    1891-'92. 

In  first  section  of  business  course 55 

In  second  section  of  business  course Ill 

Total  number  in  busines  course 166 

In  normal  course 13 
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Irregular  (specialists) 6 

First  college  class  (  Freshman) 66 

Second  college  class  (Sophomore) 29 

Third  college  class  (Junior) 13 

Fourth  college  class  (Senior) 10 

Total  number  in  collegiate  department 117 

Total  enrollment  to  date 307 

The   work   of  instruction  and  administration  is    in  the 
hands  of  twenty-two  officers  and  teachers,  as  follows  : 

Faculty  proper  (including  president  and  heads  of  de- 
partments)    11 

Instructors  and  assistants 7 

Domestic  administration  (including  proctor) 4 

Total  officers  and  teachers 22 


ALCORN  A,    &  M.   COLLEGE, 
(For  Calored  Youth.) 


J.    H.    BUBBUS,  PRESIDENT. 


In  compliance  with  the  law  and  your  request  of  the  24tb 
ultimo,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  concern- 
ing this  institution  and  its  interests  for  the  two  years  just 
ending. 

The  number  of  students  enrolled,  the  number  graduated ^ 
and  the  number  of  teachers  employed  have  been  as  follows : 

Number  Number  .    No.'  Teachers 

Year,  Enrolled.  Graduated.       Employed. 

1889-'90 248  14  7 

1890-'91 238  6  9 

1891  to  December  1st. . .         206  . .  9 

Besides  the  above  nine  teachers  for  the  farm  and  class 
rooms,  there  is  now  an  instructor  for  the  newly  inaugurated 
carpenter  shop. 

For  the  last  five  years  we  have  been  compelled  to  refuse 
to  admit  students  for  lack  of  dormitory  room,  especially  dur- 
ing the  months  of  January,  February,  March  and  April,  and 
now  our  two  hundred  and  six  students,  which  is  the  largest 
enrolment  we  have  ever  had  up  to  December  1,  find  the  dor- 
mitory capacity  about  exhausted.  Judging  by  the  experience 
of  previous  years  the  entire  enrolment  for  the  year  is  likely 
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to  reach  above  two  hundred  and  seventy-five,  but  would  ex- 
ceed three  hundred  if  the  dormitory  accommodations  were 
sufficient  to  receive  all  who  will  ask  to  enter  during  January, 
February,  March  and  April. 

The  most  of  the  fifty-three  graduates  this  institution  has 
sent  forth  are  now  engaged  in  the  following  pursuits  :  Agri- 
culture, teaching,  preaching  and  farming  and  teaching,  though 
one  is  a  professor  of  agriculture  in  a  sister  state  institution 
while  several  have  embarked  upon  mercantile  ventures. 

The  buildings  here,  besides  the  old  mule  stable,  and  the 
recently  erected  barn  and  a  carpenter  shop,  consist  of  the 
refectory  with  its  kitchen  and  laundry  attached;  the  hand- 
some chapel  with  its  library,  cabinet,  and  seven  recitation 
rooms,  and  dormitories  and  cottages,  enough  to  provide 
rooms  for  the  teachers,  the  matron  and  the  help,  and  about 
one  hundred  and  seventy  students.  The  library  contains 
1,239  bound  volumes  on  general  reading,  1,172  bound  vol- 
umes State  and  National  documents,  1,941  pamphlets.  The 
library  seems  to  be  encouragingly  well  used  by  the  more 
advanced  students.  The  49  by  70  carpenter  shop  was  built 
by  students  under  the  guidance  of  their  instruction.  A  num- 
ber of  the  buildings  have  been  painted  during  the  year  by 
the  students. 

Though  the  drought  cut  the  yield  short  some  there  were 
raised  on  the  farm  this  year  about  as  follows  :  Corn,  1,900 
bushels;  sweet  potatoes,  700  bushels ;  peas,  60  bushels ;  hay, 
32  tons ;  besides  pumpkins,  turnips,  oats,  etc.,  and  with  the 
exception  of  one  hired  man  all  the  work  was  done  by  stu- 
dents under  instruction.  The  only  trouble  about  having 
work  done  by  the  students  is  in  there  not  being  as  much 
work  to  be  done  as  they  would  gladly  do  to  thus  help  earn 
the  money  to  keep  themselves  in  school. 

Our  facilities  for  instruction  have  been  much  improved  by 
the  late  fitting  up  of  several  recitation  rooms  with  the  most 
modern  school  desks  and  settees.  The  prevailing  sentiment  of 
the  school,Jconstantly  held  up  to  the  approval  of  the  student,  is 
that  **in  getting  an  education,  thoroughness  in  studies  pur- 
sued is  to  be  preferred  to  rapidity  in  finishing  a  work." 

As  far  as  our  information  goes  our  students,  who  apply 
to  teach  in  the  various  counties,  demonstrate  the  advantages 
of  this  institution  by  generally  standing  well  in  the  exam- 
inations, and  especially  so  in  the  studies  they  have  pursued 
here. 

Now,  that,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  August  80,  1890, 
the  carpenter  shop  and  painting  have  been  started,  black- 
smithing  is  soon  to  be  begun,  and  the  prospects  of  starting 
other  trades  soon  are  good,  the  enhancing  the  instructive 
value  of  the  farming  operations  by  the  use  of  improved  fa- 
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cilities  initiated,  and  the  class-room  work  much  increased  in 
value  because  of  the  possession  of  more  apparatus,  appli- 
ances, and  text  and  reference  books.  The  college  is  hope- 
ful of  being  about  to  enter  upon  a  new  and  enlarged  career 
of  usefulness  as  one  of  the  educational  forces  of  the  State, 
it  the  Legislature  will  provide  the  money  for  the  necessary 
buildings  as  set  forth  in  my  report  to  that  honorable  body. 

For  the  last  two  years  the  annual  support  fund  of  the  Col- 
lege has  been  derived  as  follows : 

Congresional  land  scrip  interest $5,678  75 

State 3,821  25 


$9,500  00 

By  act  of  the  Legislature  of  1890,  the  annual  expenses  of 
the  College  for  the  next  two  years  : 

1890-'91. 

Interest  on  Congressional  land  scrip $  5,678  75 

State  appropriation 4,821  25 


$10,500  00 


TOUGALOO    UNIVERSITY, 

(Foi-  colored  youth.) 

BBV.    FRANK   Q.   WOODWORTH,   PRESIDENT. 
A.   S.   HILL,   PRINCIPAL. 

Tougaloo  University  has  now  nine  buildings  devoted  to 
school  and  dormitory  purposes,  and  640  acres  of  land,  the 
whole  estate  valued  at  $80,000.  During  the  past  two,  years 
a  new  primary  building  of  four  large  rooms  has  been  erected, 
named  the  Hand  Primary  Building,  in  honor  of  Daniel 
Hand,  whose  gift  of  a  fund  of  over  $1,000,000  is  doing  great 
good  to  the  colored  people ;  a  new  foundation  has  been  put 
under  the  boy's  dormitory  and  the  building  wholly  replas- 
tered  and  put  in  order  ;  a  large  addition  has  been  made  to 
the  barn;  1,600  feet  of  galvanized  iron  pipe  and  a  compound 
Knowles  pump  and  engine  are  now  on  the  ground  and  being 
put  in  place  to  convey  water  for  washing  purposes  and  fire 
protection,  from  a  large  pond  recently  constructed.  The 
cost  of  these  improvements  has  been  about  $12,500. 

In  round  numbers  the  expenditures  during  the  last  two 
years  have  been  a  little  over  $67,000.  The  funds  have  come 
from  the  following  sources  :  State  appropriation,  $3,000  ; 
Slater  fund,   $4,000 ;    Daniel  Hand  fund,  $6,500  )    farm  and 
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industries,  $4,000 ;  private  donors,  $2^,600 ;  board  and  tui- 
tion, $21,000 ;  American  Missionary  Association,  $27,000. 

The  school  has  now  the  following  departments  with  eigh- 
teen instructors  and  another  soon  to  arrive. 

1.  Normal. — This  is  a  four  years  course  of  high  grade  in 
which  thorough  work  is  done  in  accordance  with  modem 
methods  and  progressive  ideas.  Besides  class-room  work 
pupils  have  constant  practice  in  teaching  in  the  Hand  pri- 
mary school  which  they  wholly  teach  under  the  direction  of 
the  principal.  About  one  hundred  students  are  now  in  at- 
tendance in  this  primary  school.  To  draw  out  the  powers 
and  develop  independence  of  thought  pupils  are  required  to 
make  constant  use  of  the  reference  library  and  the  reading 
room  which  is  well  stocked  with  the  best  periodicals.  Gen- 
eral culture  of  this  kind  gives  power  and  these  teachers  are 
to  be  the  intellectual  and  moral  leaders  of  their  people. 
The  quality  of  work  done  may  be  shown  by  the  number  of 
our  normal  pupils  holding  first-grade  certificates,  several  of 
them  for  two  and  three  years. 

2.  The  Normal  Preparatory  or  Intermediate. — This  is  a 
course  of  five  years,  working  up  to  the  normal.  No  pupils 
lower  than  fouHh  grade  are  now  received  as  boarders.  "While 
cutting  off  the  lower  grades  has  slightly  reduced  enrollment, 
the  general  effect  has  been  most  excellent.  Within  a  year 
or  two  another  grade  will  be  dropped.  The  intention  is  that 
the  school  shall  grow  each  year  in  work  and  grading. 

3.  The  Hand  Mpdel  School. — This  takes  in  pupils  from 
the  vicinity,  and  is  taught  by  normal  pupils  as  practice  work, 
under  direction.  Night  schools  for  those  who  work  during 
the  day,  and  a  night  school  for  adults  of  the  neighboring 
plantations  are  taught  by  students.  Few  schools  have  so 
good  facilities  for  practical  work. 

4.  Music. — Besides  class  work  in  all  grades,  thorough  in- 
struction is  given  in  instrumental  music  and  in  voice  culture. 

5.  Industrial The  importance  of  industrial  training  with 

its  economic  effects  and  its  influence  on  character  is  fully 
realized,  and  industrial  work,  always  fostered  here,  is  being 
yearly  more  systematically  and  successfully  carried  on. 
feoys'  industries  here  include  carpentry,  blacksmithing, 
wagon-making,  painting,  farming  end  steam  farming.  A 
special  carpentry  class-room,  with  benches  and  complete  sets 
of  tools  for  20  boys  at  a  time,  has  been  added  since  my  last 
report.  Three  forges  have  been  added  to  the  equipment  of 
the  blacksmith  shop  for  class  work.  The  girls'  industries 
cooking,  sewing,  cutting,  fitting,  dress-making  and  house- 
keeping, under  special  cooking  and  sewing  teachers. 

6.  Nurse  Training  Course  under  the  care  of  a  competent 
trained  nurse  of  much  experience  has  been  added,  and  for  a 
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year  in  sacoessfal  operation.  This  is  a  department  of  great 
yalne.  Boys  as  well  as  girls  are  taught  how  to  care  for  the  sick. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  any  who  desire  to  stady  for  the 
ministry. 

A  graded  system  of  daily  Bible  study,  under  which 
every  class  has  a  daily  Bible  lesson,  is  a  successful  feature 
of  the  school.  A  clearer  knowledge  of  Bible  truth  on  the 
part  of  the  army  of  school  teachers  of  the  State  would  be 
a  great  uplifting  foroe. 

Although  under  the  new  Constitution,  which  limits  aid 
given  by  the  State  to  the  free  schools,  Tbugaloo  will  no 
longer  receive  the  aid  heretofore  given  to  its  normal  depart- 
ment, it  is  hoped  that  the  interest  of  the  authorities  of  the 
State,  and  especially  of  the  educational  authorities,  in  the 
work  of  the  school  will  not  be  lessened.  The  school  has 
had  very  close  connection  with  the  most  important  matter 
of  the  education  of  the  negroes,  and  its  const2»nt  aim  will 
be  to  do  all  things  possible  in  the  sending  out  of  compe- 
tently trained  teachers  and  helping  forward  the  highest  in- 
terests of  the  State. 


THE  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

(For  Colored  Youth.) 

REV.  E.  D.  MILLER,  PRESIDENT. 

This  school  is  located  at  Holly  Springs,  a  t^ity  of  some 
three  thousand  population,  noted  for  its  health.  It  is,  too, 
a  railroad  center — the  Illinois  Central  and  Kansas  City, 
Memphis  &  Birmingham  roads  cross  here. 

The  building,  as  shown  by  the  cut,  is  a  two-story  brick, 
surrounded  by  a  large  campus.  The  rooms  are  seven  in 
number  and  are  very  well  furnished  for  school  work.  The 
building  can  accommodate  comfortably  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  students.  The  building  and  grounds  cost  about 
$12,000.  The  school  has  been  in  operation  since  1871. 
More  than  2,000  students,  male  and  female,  have  been  ma- 
triculated ;  only  about  sixty-five  have  been  graduated.  "With 
few  exceptions  these  are  teaching.  Hundreds  of  the  others 
are  also  teaching  in  this  and  the  other  States. 

The  school  has  a  library  of  son^e  2,000  volumes  and  a  lab- 
oratory ;  also  a  literary  society  and  debating  club. 

Like  the  other  State  institutions,  it  is  free.  As  some  com- 
pensation for  their  education,  however,  students  are  expected 
to  teach  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State  for  at  least  three 
years.  This  is  pretty  generally  done.  In  1890  the  Legisla- 
ture incorporated  it,  putting  it  under  the  control  of  a  board 
of  trustees.     The  act  of  incorporation  requires  that  the  school 
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be  made  a  firBt-cIass  QoriDal  Bcbool.  The  present  organiza- 
tion, we  think,  meets  this  requirement.  The  corriculnm  ia 
considerably  broader  than  haretofore. 

The  normal  course  is  speciall;  fall  and  tborongb.  Theory 
sod  practice  of  teaching,  history  of  methods,  pedagogy,  psy- 
chology are  taught  from  text-books  and  leetnies  every  day. 
This  is  appreciated.     The  increased  attendance  is  60  per  cent. 


STATE    NORMAL    I 

more  at  this  wi-iting,  December  1,  than  any  previous  year. 

We  have  added  a  new  department  for  the  girls,  that  of 
sewing  and  dressmaking.  We  have  also  Prang's  industrial 
drawing  for  the  whole  school.     This  is  very  popular. 

The  discipline  is  snch  that  in  the  past  two  years  there  has 
not  been  ajar  of  discord  or  ill  feeling  in  the  community 
growing  ont  of  the  school  in  any  way.  Where  these  troubles 
exist  the  teachers  are  themselves  the  greatest  offenders.  The 
outlook  for  the  State  normal  was  never  so  good  as  now. 


APPENDIX 


STATE  TEACHERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


PROGRAM  OF  FIFTH  ANNUAL  SESSION. 

December  29,  30,  31,  1890. 


EDUCATIONAL  EXHIBIT  IN  SENATE  CHAMBER. 


MONDAY  EVENING,   DECEMBER  29,    7:30  O'CLOCK. 

I.  Address  of  Welcome — Bishop  Galloway. 

Vocal  Solo — Miss  Williams,  Athens,  Ala. 

Recitation — Miss  Brown,  Louisville,  Ky. 

2    Response  and  Annual  Address — ^J.  G.  Deupree,  President. 


TUESDAY,   9:30  A.M. 

I.  Ideal  Curriculum  of  Primary  and  Grammar  School  Department  of  Gradedl 

Schools — 
E.  W.  Wright,  City  Superintendent,  Vicksbuig. 

Discussion  .  /  E-  ^-  ^^  Greenville, 
discussion  .  -J^  w.  H.  Ker,  Natchez. 

2.  Ideal  Curriculum  of  High  School  Department  of  Graded  Schools — 

T.  J.  Woofter,  City  Superintendent,  West  Point. 

Discussion .  i  J-  ^-  Brooks,  Jackson. 
Uiscussion .  ^  J  c.  Perrin,.  Hazlehurst. 

3.  How  to  get  the  Children  into  School — How  to  keep  Them  There — 

L.  J.  Corbley,  City  Superintendent,  Water  Valley. 

Discussion  Aft  ^^^^"^t5  ^^'^''• 
(  J.  M.  Carter,  Pontotoc. 

4.  Relation  of  Public  Schools  to  Citizenship — 
Superintendent  A.  A.  Lomax,  Copiah, 
•n-      ccj««    5  S'  Archer,  Superintendent  of  Washington, 
discussion  .  ^  J.  w.  Henderson,  Superintendent  of  Adams. 


TUESDAY,   3:30  P.M. 

5.  Grading  Country  Schools. 
£.  D.  Miller,  Holly  Springs. 
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T^.  /  Superintendent  F.  H.  Mitts,  Lee. 

discussion :  ^  Superintendent  H.  G.  Hawkins,  Clarke. 


6.  To  What  Extent  should  the  Natural  Sciences  be  Taught  in  Country 

Schools  ? — 
Prof.  S.  M.  Tracy,  A.  and  M.  College. 

{J.  M.  Barrow,  Columbus. 
C.  P.  Gilmer,  Steen's  Creek. 
E.  L.  Sherwood,  Houston. 


TUESDAY,   7:30  P.M. 

7.  Superintendent's  Visit  to  a  Country  School — 
(a)  From  the  standpoint  of  a  superintendent — C.  S.  North,  Hinds. 

(b)  From  the  standpoint  of  a  lady  teacher — Miss  -Alma  Dorsey,  Yazoo. 

(c)  From  the  standpoint  of  a  maie  teacher — B.  W.  Gowdy,  Batesville. 

Vocal  Solo— Miss  Myers,  Jackson. 

Riggoletto— Liszt — Miss  Muse,  Jackson. 

8.  Delusions  of  New  Methods — 

A*  H.'Beals,  I.  I.  and  College. 

T^•  /  H.  B.  Abemethy,  Houston. 

Ducugsion :  I  w.  D.  Berry,  KoUiusko. 

Vocal  Duett — Misses  Mary  and  Sallie  Wolfe,  Jackson,  Miss. 
Appointment  of  Standing  Committees  and  Election  of  Officers. 


WEDNESDAY,    9:30  P.M. 

9.  The  Study  of  Englibh  Literature. 
Miss  Harrington,  Clinton. 

Discussion  :  i  ^^J'  ^'  ^'  ^5*^^"?  ^^''^?f ^PP^  ^°"^S^- 
I  Prof.  W.  R.  Sims,  University 

10.  School  Government  as  a  means  of  Moral  Training— ^ 

Prof.  Dabney  Lipscomb,  A.  and  M.  College. 

Discussion  '{'^'J'  McBeath,  Daleville. 
i;iscussion  -  ^  a.  J.  Aven,  Mississippi  CoUege. 

II.  Unification  of  Educational  Work. 
R.  W.  Jones,  University. 

Discussion  J  J-  ^-  Lecky,  Yazoo  City. 
Discussion  .^  J.  L.  McGehee,  Panola. 


PROGRAMME    OP    MEETING 

— IN  THE — 

HALL  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  JACKSON,  MISS. 

DECEMBER  28,  29,  30,  1 89 1. 


PROGRAMME. 

Monday,  December  28,  7  30  p.m. 

I. — Music  by  Misses  Mary  and  Sallie  Wolfe. 

2, — Prayer. 
3. — Address  of  welcome — Hon.  C.  H.  Alexander. 

B-29 


450  Appendix. 

4. — Response  :  Report  of  the  President. 

5. — Appointment  of  Committees. 

6. — Music — By  Miss  Willie  Galloway. 

7. — Address  by  Col.  Francis  W.  Parker,  Cook  County  Normal,  Illinois. 

Tuesday,  December  29,  9  a.m. 

I . — The  Modem  Woman —  ,  v 

Miss  P.  V.  Orr,  Mistress  of  English  1. 1.  &  C. 

'r\'  ^      •        S  Mrs.  Hillman, 
Discussion :  |  j^j^  ^       g  '^^^^ 

2. — Methods  of  Classical  Study — 
Prof.  A.  L.  Bondurant. 
3.— -The  Study  of  Latin- 
Miss  Minnie  Paslay,  I.  I.  &  C. 
4. — Botany  in  the  Public  Schools — 
Prof.  G.  C.  Creelman,  A.  &  M.  College. 

Discussion  •  /  J-  ^-  Barrow,  Columbus, 

'  \  J.  F.  Sellers,  Mississippi  College. 
5. — Duty  of  Parents  to  Teachers — 
Miss  Lena  Elgin,  Principal  Corinth  Female  College. 

DUciisfiion .  i  ^^^  ^-  ^'  Lackey,  Crystal  Springs, 
discussion .  ^  j^.gg  y^^^  j^^^^j^^  Yazoo  City. 

6. — Methods  of  Teaching  Zoology  in  the  High  School — 
W.  W.  Rivers,  Principal  Columbia  High  School. 

nUriiQQinn  •  /  ^'°^-  ^'  ^'  Lowery,  Blue  Mountain, 
i^iscussion .  ^  p^^f  g  gj^j^^^^  Lexington. 

Tuesday,  December  29,  3  p.m. 

i.-i-Importance  of  Making   the   Course  of  Study  of  the  High  School 

Preparatory  to  the  University — 
Superintendent  W.  A.  Belk,  Tupelo. 

Discussion .  /  E.  W.  Wright,  Vicksburg. 
Discussion .  -j^  T.  J.  Woofter,  West  Point. 

2. — The  Examination  of  Candidates  for  License  to  Teach,  so  as  to  Prevent 

Abuses — 
Superintendent  A.  A.  Kincannon,  Meridian. 
-^.  /J.  G.  Wooten,  Oxford, 

Discussion :  j  J   ^  Preston,  State  Superintendent  Education. 
3. — ^The  Mississippi  School  Exhibit  in  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  at 

Chicago- 
Principal  H.  J.  Fry,  Canton. 

T^.  (J.  W.  Henderson,  Natchez. 

Discussion :  |  Jg   ^  ^j^^^^^  ^^^^^ 

Tuesday,  December  29,  7:30  p.  m. 

I. — Recitation,  by  Miss  Annie  Buckley,  Jackson. 
2. — Address,  by  Col.  Francis  Parker,  Cook  county  Normal,  Illinois. 

Music  by  the  Misses  Wolte. 

3. — Lecture  on  Tennyson's  In  Memoriam, 

Dr  W   R  Sims,  University. 

p..  /  Prof.  W.  H.  Magruder,  A.  and  M.  College. 

Discussion :  ^  p^^^  ^  j    ^^^^^  Mississippi  College. 

4. — Manual  Training  in  Schools  and  Colleges — 
Gen.  S.  D.  Lee,  A.  and  M.  College. 
p..  (  Dr.  Robert  Frazer,  I.  I.  and  C. 

Discussion  :  I  j^j.  j   ^   Deupree,  Mississippi  College. 
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Wednesday,  December  30,  9  a.  m. 

I. — School  Government  and  Management — 
H.  A.  Dean,  President  luka  Normal  College. 

Discussion .  /  ^'-  ^*^^^^  Hillman, 
discussion .  ^  g^p^    J.  M.  McBeath. 

2. — How  to  Get  the  Best  Educational  Results  Under  the  New  Constitution. 

Superintendent  J.  W.  Henderson^  Natchez. 

Di«;cu^«;ion  •   J  President  T.  F.  McBeath.  Daleville. 
discussion  .  ^  g^p^    L.  J.  Corbly,  Water  Valley. 

3. — Recitation,  by  Mr.  Luther  Manship. 
4. — Music  in  the  Public  Schools,  and  why  it  Should  be  Taught — 
Miss  Grace  E.  Dyer,  Hillman  College. 

Discussion  •    i  J-  ^*  Jo^"son,  Winona, 
discussion .    ^  j^j^  j^^^j.^  ^  g^^^g^  Oxford. 

NOTE.-~An  Educational  Exhibit  will  be  displayed  in  the'Senate  chamber 
under  the  management  of  Mr.  Mabry.  ^ring,  or  send  by  express,  v  spec- 
imens  of  your  work. 

Papers  should  occupy  about  15  minutes,  not  more  than  20  minutes  in 
reading.  Members  appointed  on  '^Discussion''  are  not  expeeted  to  read 
''Papers''  but  to  make  short  practical  speeches  or  talks. 

Col.  Francis  W.  Parker,  of  the  Cook  county  (Illinois)  Normal,  will  attend 
OUT  meeting  and  participate  in  the  proceedings. 

There  will  be  an  interesting  exhibit  by  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute, 
and  by  the  Blind  Institute. 

This  Convention  will  be  one  of  more  than  ordinary  interest ;  important 
matters  are  to  be  discussed.  A  large  attendance  is  expected.  Let  each 
progressive  teacher  make  prompt  arrangements  to  be  present  and  increase 
the  interest. 

HOTEL  RATES. 

The  hotels  will  entertain  members  at  $1.50  per  day  ;  the  boarding  houses 
at  $1.00  per  day.  The  Committee  on  Local  Arrangements  consist  of  J.  C. 
Hardy,  W.  B.  Mabry  and  Miss  Lorena  Duling ;  either  of  them  will  answer 
inquiries  for  further  information  in  regard  to  entertainment. 

If  holiday  one-fare  excursion  tickets  cannot  be  purchased  at  your  station, 
do  not  fail  to  get  from  the  ticket  agent  a  certificate  stating  that  you  paid  full 
fare  coming  to  the  meeting.  R.  W.  JONES,  Prest.  S.  T.  A. 

J.  G.  WoOTEN,  Secretary. 

PROGRAM 

SOUTH  CEHTRAL  MISSISSIPPI  TEASHERS'  ASSOeUTION, 

Magnolia,  Pike  County,  Mississipi,  April  i8th  and  19TH,  1890. 


FRIDAY,  9:30  A.M. 

Invocation,  Rev.  G.  H.  Galloway,  Magnolia. 

Address  of  Welcome,  W.  K.  Nettles,  Magnolia. 

Response,  E.  L.  Ragland,  Wesson. 

''Intensive  versus  Extensive   Education,"  J.  S.  Perrin,  Hazlehurst ;  discus* 

sed  by  J.  G.  Deupree,  Mississippi  College  and  Mrs.  Anne 

Webster,  Canton. 


462  Appendix. 

Friday,  2  p.m. 

"School  Ma'am,"  Miss  M  M.  Lackey,  Crystal  Springs, 
•*Thc  Signs  of  the  Times  (Educationally),"  J.  H.  Leckey,  Yazoo  City;  dis- 
cussed by  Professor  Mitchell,  Mississippi  College,  and 
D.  C.  Easley,  Tylertown  Normal  Institute. 
''Literature  for  our  Schools,"  Miss  Mattie  Barrington,  Hazlehurst,  and  Miss 

Maude  -Whitehead,  Crystal  Springs. 

Friday,  8  p.m. 

'*Tcach  Production,  not  merely  Reproduction,"   J.  L.  Spence,  Tylertown 
Normal  Institute ;  discussed  by  R.  P.  Moore,  Magnolia  High 
School,  and  R.  A.  E.  Stuart,  Brookhayen. 
"The  Relation  of  High  Schools  to  Country  Schools,"  Rev.  A,  A.  Lomax, 

S.  P.  E.,  Copiah  county. 
Social  hour,  by  everybody, 

Saturday,  9:30  a.m. 

"Modem  Methods  of  School   Discipline,"  G.  W.  Lighty,  Whitestown ;  J, 

W.  Bethea,  Iron  Bridge  Academy,  and  E  L.  Ragland,  Wessor.. 
"Female  Education,"  Rev.  Chas.   H.  Otken,  Lea  Female  College  ;  L.  T, 
Litzhugh,  Whitworth  College,  and  Rev.  H.  Walter 
Featherstun,  Kavanaugh  College. 
"School  Teaching  Compared  with  other  Professions,"  J.  C.  Brooks,  Jack- 
son ;  J.  G.  Wootcn,  Oxford,  and  W.  B.  Mixon,  Magnolia. 
"Advantages  of  the  Hall  System  in  Graded  Schools,"  Miss  Duling,  Jackson. 


The  program  will  be  interspersed  with  music  and  recitations. 

Visitors  will  be  cordially  welcomed  and  entertained  by  the  citizens  of 
Magnoli. 

Every  effort  will  be  made  to  get  reduced  rates  on  the  railroads.  Ask  the 
agent  at  the  depot  from  which  you  start  for  a  certificate. 

Teachers  expecting  to  attend  will  please  to  write  at  once  to  Prof.  W.  B. 
Mixon,  Magnolia,  Miss.,  so  that  hbmes  may  be  procured  for  all  before  their 
arrival.  ♦  W.  B.  MIXON,  President. 

R.  P.  Moore, 

G.  W.  Lighty, 

Miss  Lizzie  Jourdan, 

Miss  Mary  Brickell, 

J.  S.  Perrin, 

J.  S.  Dickey, 

Committee.^ 


PROGRAM 

EAST  MISSISSIPPI  TEACHERS'  ASSOCIATION, 

AT 

Pontotoc,  July-^i,  2,  3,  1890. 


Tuesday,  10:30. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  the  Chairman, 

Prayer. 
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Election  of  President  and  other  officers. 
Address  of  Welcome — B.  W.  Morphis,  mayor. 
Response — Superintendent  C.  M.  Thurmond,  Tippah. 

2:30  P.M. 

What  are  the  Prominent  Causes  of  Failure  in  Teaching  ? — Prof.  T.  J.  Car- 
ter, Cherry  Creek. 
School  Government — Prof.  H.  B.  Abemethy,  Houston. 
Right  Discipline  and  Right  Instruction — Prof.  W.  £.  Saunders,  Starkville. 
The  Examination  of  Teachers — Superintendent  J.  A.  Wilkinson,  Chickasaw. 

8:30  P.M. 

Essay — Mrs.  Annie  P.  Sale,  Aberdeen. 
Address — An  Educational  Qualification  for  Suffrage — Prof.  T.  J.  Woofter, 

West  Point. 

Wednesday;  9:00  a.m. 

Prayer. 

Reading  minutes. 

The  Teacher's  Work— Prof.  J.  W.  Furr,  Toccopola. 

Why  we  should  study  the  Languages — Mrs.  S.  G.  Abemethy,  Houston. 

Normalism — Prot.  W.  S.  Burks,  Buena  Vista. 

2:30  P.M. 

The  Importance  of  Primary  Instruction — Prof.  J.  M.  Bell,  Troy. 
The  Relation  of  the  Teacher  to  the  State — Prof.  J.  M.  Langston,  Poplar 

Springs. 
Time  is  Necessary  in  Education — Prof.  B.  G.  Lowry,  Blue  Mountain. 

8:30  P.M. 

Essay — Miss  Lena  Elgin,  Corinth. 
Public  Education — ^J.  R.  Preston,  State  Superintendent. 

THURSDAY,   9  A.M. 

Prayer. 
Reading  minutes. 
Tell  no  Tales  out  of  School— Prof.  H.  A.  Dean,  luka. 
How  to  Teach  Geometry— Prof.  B.  M.  Walker,  A.  &  M.  College. 
Intensive  versus  Extensive  Teaching — Prof.  J.  G.  Dupree,  Mississippi  Col- 
lege. 

2.40  P.M. 

What  are  our  Schools  Doing  for  the  State — Prof.  A.  A.  Kincannou,  Meridian 

What  our  Schools  should  Teach— Prof,  lom  F.  McBeath,  Daleville. 

Industrial  Education — Prof.  J.  H.  Connell,  A.  &  M,  College. 

J.  M.  Carter, 
J.  C.  Francis, 
W.  B.  Gilmer, 
Miss  M.  M.  Wbatherall, 
Miss  Marie  Dalton, 

Committee^ 
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PROGRAM 

NORTHWEST  MISSISSIPPI  TEACHERS'  ASSOCIATION, 

AT  SARDIS. 


Thursday,  July  2,  1891. 

8  o'clock  P.M. — Prayer 

Address  of  Welcome,  by  Miss  Fannie  Hooper. 

Response,  by  Prof.  J.  Reeves,  Jefferson  College. 

Music. 

Summer  Schools, 

By  Prof  J.  M.  Carter,  Pontotoc. 

Discussion  •  I  ^'^^-  Will  Mabry, 
iJiscussion  .  ^  j^.^  ^j.^^  p^y^^^ 

Music. 
Friday,  July  3,  9  o'clodk  a.m. 

Relation  of  Psychology  to  Education — By  Prof.  P.  H.  Eager,  University, 

Discussion  •  i  ^^^'  '^'  ^'  WcB«atl^. 

iJiscussion .  J  ^^  Q^^^  ^^  ^^.^^  Female  College. 

Exposition  versus  Exhibition — Mrs.  H.  B.  Abemathy,  Houston. 

Discussion  •  i  ^'°^-  J-  ^-  ^^^*y' 
discussion .  ^  jyjjgg  g^j.^  Battaile. 

Music. 

THRER  o'clock   P.M. 

Moral  and  Spiritual  Training  in  School — By  Prof.  Bert  R.  Smith,  Lexing- 
ton. 

Discussion  •  i  ^°^-  W-  ^'  ^*^^'  '^"P^^°' 
iiiscussion .  ^  j^jgg  Laura  Eads,  Oxford. 

Compulsory  Education — By  Prof.  J.  F.  Sellers,  Missisippi  College. 

Discussion  •  i  ^^^^'  ^'  ^'  ^^^®»  Durant, 
discussion .  ^  j^.^  j^^^  jj^j.^j^^  Y^^^^  ^.^y 

Musicr 

EIGHT  o'clock  P.M. 

The  Teacher  as  a  Philanthropist— By  Prof.  J.  G.  Wooten,  Oxford. 
Metric  and  Spelling  Reform — By  Dr.  J.  G.  Deupree,  Mississippi  Colleg*e 

General  Discussion  by  the  Association. 

Music. 

Saturday,  July  4,  1891,  9  a.m. 

School  Government  versus  School  Teaching — By  Prof.  L.  J.  Corbly,  Water 

Valley. 
Personality  of  the  Teacher — By  R.  W.  Jones,  University. 
The  Condition    and  Prospects    of   our    Public  Schools — Superintendent 

J.  R.  Preston. 

A.  J.  AVEN,  President. 

Prof.  J.  Reeves,  JL  Secretaries 

Miss  Fannie  J.  Hooper,  J^2>«creta"es. 

The  Railroads  will  give  reduced  Rates. 
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PROGRAM. 

EAST  MISSISSIPPI  TEACHERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Corinth,  Miss.,  July  29,  30  and  31,  i8gi. 


Wednesday — 3:30  p.m. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  the  Chairman. 

Song. 

Prayer. 

Election  of  President  and  other  officers^ 

Address  of  Welcome. — Superintendent  John  D.  Burge,  Corinth. 

Response — Prof.  B.  M.  Bell,  Troy. 

8:30  P.M. 

Music. 
Essay. — "Intensive  irersus  Extensive  Education" — Miss  Mary  Bynum,  Aber^ 

deen. 
''Duties  of  Parents  to  their  Children  Before  they  are  sent  to  School." — Prof. 

J.  G.  Wooten,  Oxford. 

Thursday,  9  a.m. 

Prayer. 
Music.         • 
Reading  of  Minutes. 
"What  have  we  a  Right  to  Expect  of  the  Trained  Teacher  ?  "—Prof.  A.  H. 

Besds,  President  of  1. 1.  &  C,  Columbus. 

Discussion — By  the  members  of  the  Association. 

"Industrial  Training."— -Prof.  J.  H.  Connell,    A.  &  M.  College,   Starkville. 

Discussion. 

3:30  P.M. 

Music. 
"School  Management." — Prof.  Thos.  C.  Walton,  Okolona.     Discussion. 
'Tell  no  Tales  out  of  School."— Prof.  H.  A.  Dean,  luka.    Discussion. 

8:30  P.M. 

Music. 
"Is  there  a  Science  of  Education  ?  " — Prof.  G.  T.  Howerton,  luka. 

Discussion. 
"Public  Schools  in  Mississippi." — J.  R.  Preston,  State  Superintendent. 

Friday — 9  a.m. 

Prayer. 

Music. 

Reading  of  Minutes. 

"What  our  Schools  Should  Teach.  "—Prof.   Tom.  F.   McBeath,  Dalcville. 

Discussion. 
Short  reports  from  the  Teachers  as  to  Education  in   each  one's  community. 

Selection  of  next  place  of  meeting. 

Executive  Committee. — D.  A.  Hill,  Kossuth ;  Miss  Lena  Elgin, 
Corinth ;  John  D.  Burge,  Corinth ;  J.  O.  Looney,  Jacinto ;  J.  C.  Swaim, 
Corinth.     D.  A.  Hill,  Chairman  ;  C.  P.  Elgin,  Secretary. 

Reception  Committee. — Mrs.  W.  M.  Inge,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Curlee,  Mrs.  J. 
M.  Boone,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Nisbet,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Gilt. 

Teachers  intending  to  attend  the  Association  will  please  notify  me  at 
Corinth  prior  to  July  25th.  C.  P.  Elgin,  Sec*y. 
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Programme  of  Fourth  Annual  Meeting 


SOUTH   CENTRAL   MISSISSIPPI    TEACHERS'  ASSNCIATIOI(, 

Hazlehurst,  Miss.,  May  7,  8  and  9,  1891. 


Thursday,  May  7,  8:30  p.m. 

Invocation— ^Rev.  I.  W.  Cooper. 
Welcome  Address — Rev.  A.  A.  Lomax. 

Response. 
Temporary  Organization* 

Friday,  May  8,  9  o'clock  a.m. 

President's  Address — J.  H.  Leckey,  Yazoo  City. 

Marking  and  Grading — J.  C.  Brooks,  Jackson. 

Discussed  by  E.  W.  Wright,  Vicksburg  ;  J.  S.  Perrin,  Hazlehurst,  and  W. 

J.  Bethea,   Magnolia. 
Woman's  Place  in  the  Teacher's  Profession — Miss  E.  Thigpen,  Hazlehurst. 
Discussed  by  E.  L.   Raglan d,  Wesson ;  J.  L.  Spence,  Tylertown,  and  Miss 

Mary  Lgtterhos,  Crystal  Springs. 

Friday  Afternoon,  3:30  p.m. 

The  Ideal  Principal — Miss  Mattie  Linfield,  Crystal  Springs. 
Discussed  by  Guy  Bassell.  Wesson ;  Prof.  Hardy,  Jackson,  and  Miss  M,  M. 

Lackey,  Crystal  Springs. 

The  Ideal  Assistant— W.  B.  Mixon,  McComb,  City. 

Discussed  by  W.  A.  Moffet,  Gatesville ;  G.  W.  Lighty,  Whitestown,  and 

Miss  Mary  Brickell,  Yazoo  City. 

Friday  Evening,  8:30  p.m.      . 

Address — Hon.  J.  R.  Preston,  Superintendent  of  Education. 

Social   Reunion. 

Saturday,  8:30  a.m. 

The  Personality  of  the  Teacher — R.  P.  Moore,  Magnolia. 
Discussed  by   Rev.    A.   A.    Lomax,    Hazlehurst;    P.   M.   Tyler,   Crystal 

Springs,  and  J.  G.  Dupree,  Clinton. 

The  above  programme  will  be  interspersed  with  music,  recitations,  etc. 

The  I.  C.  R.  R.  has  offered  the  usual  reduced  rates.  Teachers  must  get 
certificate  from  agent  where  ticket  is  purchased  to  the  effect  that  full  fare 
was  paid.     Return  tickets  will  be  sold  at  one  third  the  usual  rates. 

All  teachers  are  earnestly  invited  to  be  present. 

Homes  will  be  provided  for  those  in  attendance. 

Notify  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  whether  you  are  com- 
ing, and  at  what  time  you  will  arrive. 

J.  H.  LECKY,  President, 

Miss  M.  B.  Hawkins,  Secretary,  Yazoo  City,  Miss. 

Hazlehurst,  Miss. 

Executive  Committee. — Jas.  S.  Perrin,  Chairman,  Hazlehurst;  Rev- 
A.  A.  Lomax,  Hazlehurst ;  Miss  Ida  P.  Brittain,  Hazlehurst ;  Miss  M.  M. 
Lackey,  Crystal  Springs ;  E.  L.  Ragland,  Wesson  ;  W.  B.  Mixon,  Mc. 
Comb  City. 
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UNIFORM  STATE  EXAMINATIOH, 


Questions  prepared  by  State  Superintendent.      Examination 

held  by  County  Superintendent  and  two  Teachers.    Four 

in  April  and  four  in  October.    Time,  two  days. 


FIRST  OCTOBER  EXAMINTION— 1891. 
(Values  Given  When  not  Equal.) 

THURSDAY    FORENOON — FIRST  GRADE. 

Spelling  I. — Oral  elements,  how  produced,  what  5  classes;  define  atonic 
and  subtonic ;  8.  2.  Give  and  illustrate  by  words  all  the  alphabetic  equiva- 
lents of  a  and  e,  8.  Reading — i.  Pronunciation  treats  of  what?  Give  3 
things  necessary  to  correct  articulation,  20.  2.  Upon  what  is  expression 
dependent  ?  20.  3.  Define  and  illustrate,  relative  and  emotional  empha- 
sis, 20.  4.  Read  passage.  Explain  its  emphasis.  To  be  graded  spe- 
cially on  emphasis  and  pronunciation.  Geography. — i.  Discuss  fully  the 
motions  of  the  earth,  and  state  effects.  2.  Discuss  latitude  and  longi- 
tude fully.  Name  and  Iccate  the  Tropics,  polar  circles,  and  Meridian 
circles,  3.  Sketch  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  locate  the  jivers  flowing  int& 
and  the  channels  out  of  it,  naming  them.  Show  and  name  border  land. 
4.  Locate  Sagninaw  bay,  Winnebago  lake  LaCrosse  and  Muskegon  river,^ 
Gulf  of  Georgia,  Tulare  Lake.  5.  Describe  Japan  as  to  soil,  climate, 
products,  minerals,  exports,  government,  religion,  cities. 

2d  Grade. — Spelling. — Define  and  illustrate  diphthongs,  proper  and  im- 
proper; accent  primary  and  secondary.  2.  Give  the  rule  for  speUing  robber ; 
and  the  exceptions.  3.  Rheumatism  and  dyspepsia  are  dangerous  maladies. 
(Mark  with  proper  accents  and  diacritics.)     1,  2,  3 — 5  each  in  value. 

Reading, — I.  Define  rhetorical  pauses ;  give  and  illustrate  two  rules  for 
using  them,  20.  2.  Rules  for  use  of  rising  and  falling  inflections.  Illus- 
trate, 20.  3.  Define  modulation  and  monotone,  20.  Read  passage,  and  ex- 
plain its  pauses  and  inflections — 40. 

Geography.-^!,  Name  and  locate  three  mountain  ranges  in  western  hem- 
isphere ;  3  in  eastern.  2.  Name  and  locate  three  lakes,  and  3  rivers  lying 
wholly  in  Dominion  of  Canada.  3.  Sketch  Miss.,  and  locate  the  R.  R's.  4 
rivers  and  10  cities.  4.  Name  and  locate  2  rivers  and  3  cities  in  Penn.  5. 
Name  the  countries,  capitals,  and  5  rivers  of  S.  A.  6.  Name  the  rivers 
flowing  into  the  Caspian  Sea  ;  into  the  Black  Sea ;  into  Persian  Gulf. 

3d  Grade. — Spelling, — I.  Write  a  list  of  words  properly  marked  to  show 
all  the  sounds  of  a,  e,  and  i.  2.  Give  five  rules  for  capitals,  and  illustrate. 
3.  Define  suffix  and  prefix,  and  give  three  of  each — (value  five  each). 
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Redding^ — i.  How  are  children  taught  to  read  by  the  word-method  ? — 20. 

2.  What  faults  are  to  be  avoided  in  reading  poetry  ?    How  corrected  ? — 20. 

3.  Read  a  passage  9f  poetry  and  illustrate  the  faults  to  be  avoided. 
Geography, — I.  Define  lake,  cape»  gulf,  strait,  isthmus,  sea,  and  give  and 

locate  three  of  each.  2.  Name  and  locate  one  river,  and  one  mountain 
range  in  each  grand  division.  3.  What  five  islands  between  Astralia  and 
Asia  ?  4.  Bound  Virginia,  give  capital  and  two  rivers.  5.  Name  States 
bordering  on  Canada. 

(The  above  to  be  finished  and  handed  in  before  noon  recess.) 


FIRST  OCTOBER  EXAMINATION— 1 891. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON. 

1st  Grade. — i.  Arithmetic. — The  materials  for  building  a  house  cost  twice  as 
much  as  the  labor.  By  pa3ring  6  per  cent,  more  for  r^aterials,  and  9  per  cent, 
more  for  labor  the  house  would  have  cost  $1,284.  Find  cost.  2.  A's  capi- 
tal is  to  his  partner  B*s  as  5  to  8.  At  the  end  of  four  months  A. withdraws 
half  of  his  capital,  and  B.  two-thirds  of  his.  At  the  end  of  rhe  year  their 
whole  gain  is  $4,000.  How  much  belongs  to  each  ?  3.  A  goat  is  fastened 
to  the  top  of  a  post  4  feet  high,  by  a  rope  50  feet  long.  Find  area  of  the 
circle  over  which  he  can  graze.  4.  Find  depth  of  cubical  vessel  to  hold 
4,000  gallons.  5.  A  wall  12  feet  wide  surrounds  a  square  garden.  The 
area  of  the  walk  being  half  an  acre,  what  is  the  square  it  incloses  ? 

Mental  Arithmetic, — I.  A  traveler  between  Canton  and  Wesson  inquired 
about  the  distancs  to  each  place.  He  was  informed  that  three-eigths  the 
distance  to  C.  lacked  3  miles  of  being  three-sevenths  the  distance  to  W. 
How  far  was  he  from  each  place,  if  the  whole,  distance  is  68  miles?  2. 
Twenty  percent,  of  three-eighths  of  a  number  is  what  percent,  of  three 
fifths  of  it  ?  3.  A  drover  paid  $76  for  calves  and  sheep,  paying  $3  a  head 
for  calves  and  $2  for  sheep.  He  sold  three-fourths  01  his  calves  and  three 
fifths  of  his  sheep  for  $23,  thereby  losing  8  per  cent,  of  their  cost.  How 
many  of  each  did  he  buy  ?  4.  Three  men  engage  to  do  a  piece  of  work  for 
$20,  A.  and  B.  estimate,  they  do  four-fifths  of  it;  A.  and  C.  that  they  do 
two-thirds  of  it ;  B.  and  C.  that  they  do  two-fifths  of  it.  How  much  should 
each  receive. 

2d  Grade. — Arithmetic, — i.  Bought  a  cargo  of  flour  for  $2,173^.  Sold  it 
for  twenty-two  twenty-thirds  of  cost,  thereby  losing  $^  per  barrel.  How 
many  barrels  did  I  purchase  ?  2.  Seven  and  one-third  times  5  divided  2.04, 
less  27.005 — what?  3.  Bought  122.5  bushels  wheat  of  A.  and  75.25 
bushels  of  B.  at  94  3-4C.  per  bushel.  Sold  60  bushels  at  a  profit  of 
$12^.  and  the  remainder  at  8i)i^c.  Find  entire  gain  or  loss.  4.  A 
cellar  wall  is  32  x  24  feet  inside.  If  6  feet  high  and  i^  feet  thick 
how  much  will  it  cost  at  $1.25  a  perch?  5.  Borrowed  $530  of  a  bank 
which  discounts  paper  at  8  per  cent.  I  gave  my  cole  for  $536.75  pay- 
able in  60  days.  How  much  change  must  I  hand  to  the  banker  to 
make  us  even  ?  6.  Illustrate  by  examples  two  methods  of  finding  L.  C.  M. 
of  3  or  more  numbers. 

3d  Grade. — Arithmetic, — i.  If  I  spend  $1.35  per  month  for  tobacco,  how 
long  will  $10.23  ^^t  ?  2.  A  owned  two-fitths  of  a  foundry  and  sold  two- thirds 
of  his  share  for  $540.34.  How  much  was  the  whole  foundry  worth  ?  3. 
Had  1-5  my  sheep  in  one  pasture,  X  ^'^  another,  and  the  rest,  77  sheep  in 
the  thiid.  Find  number  sheep  4.  Divide  fifteen,  and  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-five  thousandths  by  twenty-five  ten- thousandths.  5.  Find  cost 
of  plastering  a  room  18  x  161^  feet,  9  feet  high  at  22c.  per  square  yard. 
6.  Find  interest  at  6  per  cent,  on  $1374.74  trom  January  12,  1890  to  July 
6th,  1 891. 
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FIRST  OCTOBER  EXAMINATION. 

FRIDAY  FORENOON. — FIRST  GRADE. 

Grammar. — I.  Discuss  complex  sentence.  What  4  parts  of  speech  may 
be  used  to  connect  subordinate  clauses?  Illustrate.  With  what  is  the  con- 
nective always  construed?  Illustrate.  There  are  seven  classes  of  adverb 
clauses.  Give  them,  illustrate  by  sentences,  and  give  the  rules  for  punctuating 
them.  2.  Give  the  classes  of  pronouns,  define  each  class,  give  all  the  pro. 
nouns  of  each  class.  Who  and  which  are  relatives  when  ?  Interrogatives 
when?  When  is  the  relative  that  used  instead  of  who,  or  which?  Which 
instead  of  that?  3.  Give  all  the  rules  for  forming  the  plural  of  nouns,  in- 
cluding compounds,  titles,  letters,  figures,  etc.  Illustrate.  4.  Give  all  the 
rules  for  the  agreement  of  a  verb  with  its  subject,  or  subjects. 

5.     **Fairest  of  stars,  last  in  the  train  of  night. 
If  better  thou  belong  not  to  the  dawn, 
Sure  pledge  of  day,  that  crown'st  the  mom, 
With  thy  bright  circlet — praise  Him  in  thy  sphere 
While  day  arises,  that  sweet  hour  of  praise. 

(a)  Analyze,  or  diagram,  giving  author  you  follow,  (b)  Parse  fair- 
est, last,  better,  belong,  pledge,  that,  while,  hour. 

N.  B. — In  parsing  word,  state  its  specific  use  in  the  sentence,  tell  what  it 
modifies  and  how,  and  the  rule  of  construction. 

Composition, — Subjects :     A  sheaf  of  wheat.     Cobwebs.     Gossip. 

History. — i.  What  Presidents  died  in  officei  and  who  succeded  them  ?  20. 

2.  Name  in  order  of  distinction  3  American  historians,  3  orators,  3  poets,  3 
writers  of  fiction,  3  inventors.     Name   one  production  of  each  writer.  24. 

3.  Write  a  sketch  of  the  Mexican  war,  and  state  what  territory  the  United 
States  acquired  by  it 

SECOND   GRADE. 

M.  A. — I,  Cut  off  )^  of  a  rope,  then  added  30  feet,  when  it  was 
4-5  its  original  length.  Find  length  at  first.  2.  Sell  3  pecks  wheat  for  cost 
of  bushel,  what  per  cent  is  gained  ?  3.  Sold  4  bbls.  of  sugar  for  $24,  gained 
20  per  cent,  on  2^bbls.  and  lost  20  per  cent,  on  two ;  find  gain  or  loss  on 
whole.  4.  Difference  between  six-sevenths  and  seven-eighths  ot  a  number 
is  ten  ;  what  is  the  number  ? 

Grammar, — I.  Define  compound  sentence;  illustrate  by  sentence  com- 
pound as  to  both  subject  and  predicate.  2.  Define  infinitive  phrase  and 
write  sentence  to  show  infinitives  used  as  nouns,  adjectives  and  adverbs.  3. 
Give  and  illustrate  all  the  rules  for  forming  the  possessive  case.  4.  Synopsis 
of  slay,  indicative,  infinitive  and  all  participles.  5.  The  mem,  in  russet 
mantle  clad,  walks  o'er  the  dew  of  yon  high  eastern  hill,  (a)  Analyze  or 
diagram,     (b)  Parse  russet,  clad,  walks,  o'er,  yon,  eastern. 

THIRD   GRADE. 

Ment,  Arith, — Horse  eats  %  bushels  com  in  one  day,  how  long  will 
5)^  bushels  last  ?  2.  If  2^  pounds  sugar  cost  33  cents,  how  much  will  65^ 
pounds  cost  ?  3.  A  post  stands  Ye  in  the  mud,  }i  in  water,  and  21  feet 
above  water.  Find  length.  4.  A  horse  cost  i  ^  times  as  much  as  a  wagon. 
Both  cost  $270.    Find  cost  of  wagon. 

FRIDAY    AFTERNOON. 
FIRST  GRADE. 

Physiology,  —  I.  Sugar,  starch  and  fats  as  foods.  2.  Salivary  glands* 
Property  and  uses  of  saliva.  3.  Fully  discuss  the  liver.  4.  Draw  a  diagram 
to  show  the  course  of  blood  through  the  heart.  Name  the  parts.  5.  .Internal 
ear. 
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N<it,  Philos. — I.  Pendulums — 3llaws  and  illustrate.  2.  Describe  the  screw. 
State  and  illustrate  its  law  of  equilibrium.  3.  How  much  water  will  be  dis- 
charged in  5  seconds  from  an  orifice  having  an  area  of  ^  square  foot,  at  a 
depth  of  16  feet,  5.  Galvantc  circuit,  describei  name  all  materials,  and 
state  use  of  each. 

SECOND   GRADE. 

Composition. — Subjects:    Spiders.    Petroleum.    Railroads. 

History, — Raleigh  and  his  colonies.  2.  King  Philip's  war.  3.  Name  two 
battles  of  revolutionary  war,  and  generals  on  each  side.  4.  Polk's  adminis- 
tration. 

THIRD   GRADE. 

Language  Lessons,  —  I.  Define  sentence,  subject,  predicate,  pants  of 
speech,  and  give  two  of  each.  2.  Give  three  rules  for  use  of  comma 
and  illustrate.  3.  State  and  illustrate  four  uses  of  a  noun  in  a  sen- 
tence. 4.  Discuss  comparison  of  adjectives.  5.  Principal  parts  of  shake, 
speak,  wear,  throw,  steal.  6.  Correct  I  have  rode  through  the  park,  and  I 
done  what  I  could.  Give  reasons.  7.  Men's  opinions  often  vary  with  their 
interests,     (a)  Analyze  or  diagram,    (b)   Parse  each  word. 
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CIRCULAR     LETTER. 

Department  of  Public  Education,  "» 

Jackson,  Miss.,  Nov.  ii,  1891.     / 

To  Principals  of  Separate  School  Districts  : 

]My  Dear  Sir — I  request  for  publication  in  the  forthcoming  biennial,  a 
report  of  the  work  and  progress  oi  your  schools  for  the  past  two  scholastic 
years.  I  suggest  the  following  topics :  Buildings  and  equipments — full 
statement  of  cost,  plan,  etc.,  unless  reported  in  last  biennial ;  enrolment  and 
attendance  ;  number  of  grades  (years)  below  high  school  work ;  number 
of  years  devoted  to  high  school  work  ;  course  of  each  year  and  books  used 
(high  school)  ;  number  studying  Latin,  English,  mathematics,  sciences  (high 
school).  I  wish  to  show  specially  what  high  school  work  is  done  in  the 
separate  school  districts.  Discriminate  sharply  and  be  full  on  this.  List  of 
books  adopted  by  your  board  of  trustees.  General  observations  on  the  con- 
dition and  prospects  of  the  schools  and  its  effect  in  stimulating  educational 
aspirations  and  efforts  among  the  youth. 

If  you  will  have  a  cut  of  your  building  sent  to  me  by  December  15th, 
it  will  be  inserted.  S.  C.  Toof  &  Co.,  Memphis,  can  make  the  cut  from  a 
photograph — cost  between  twelve  and  fifteen  dollars. 

Head  the  narrative  with  name  of  school  and  name  of  present  principal  or 
superintendent.  At  close  of  article  give  the  names  of  the  faculty  and  salary 
of  each. 

Write  about. two  and  a  half  or  three  pages  of  legal  cap— on  one  side — and 
send  report  to  me  by  December  1st,  or  sooner,  if  possible.  Report  on  any 
other  matters  that  may  be  of  interest^-especially  library,  if  you  have  one. 

A  bound  copy  of  the  biennial  report  will  be  sent  to  each  school  that  sends 
in  a  report  for  publication. 

Please  notify  me  at  once  if  you  will  report.  Careful  attention  to  this 
request  will  be  an  appreciated  courtesy,  and  will  further  my  efforts  to  make 
a  full  presentation  of  the  present  condition  of  public  education  in  Missis- 
sippi. 

Yours  truly,  J.  R.  PRESTON, 

State  Superintendent  Public  Education* 


CIRCULAR  LETTER. 

Department  of  Education,  ) 

Jackson,  Miss.,  Oct.  23, 1891.      > 

To  Principals  of  High  Schools : 

My  Dear  Sir  :  As  a  special  feature  of  the  forthcoming  biennial  report 
of  this  department,  I  wish  to  give  a  full  presentation  of  the  high  schools 
and  colleges  of  the  State.  I  will  be  able  to  give  one  full  printed  page  to 
each  school  from  which  I  can  get  a  report,  prepared  and  ready  for  the 
printer.     Below  I  give  topics  on  which  information  is  desired  : 

I.  Brief  history  of  school,  when  established,  if  chartered,  when ;  number, 
kind  and  value  of  buildings,  size  of  grounds,  capacity  for  boarders,  equip- 
ment in  the  way  of  furniture,  scientific  apparatus,  etc.;  permanent  endow- 
ment, if  any ;  under  what  denomination,  if  any ;  whether  managed  by 
permanent  trustees  ;  whether  taught  during  free  term  as  a  public  school ; 
length  of  sessions. 

II.  Classification  of  instruction  given  ;  extent  of  work  done  in  public 
school  branches,  if  any  ;  in  high  school  branches,  i.  e.,  in  English,  beyond 
grammar  and  composition,  mathematics  beyond  arithmetic,  sciences,  in 
Latin,  Greek,  modern  languages.     (Specify   the  amount  of  work  done  in 
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«ach  of  these  and  the  time  required  to  accomplish  it);  music   department, 
literary  societies,  volumes  in  library. 

III.  Statistics — Enrollment  each  year  for  past  five  years.  Numbed  of  stu- 
dents each  year  for  past  five  years  in  subjects  classed  hereinbefore  as  **  high 
school  studies.''  Number  last  year,  or  this,  in  each  of  these  studies  :  in 
English  beyond  grammar  and  composition ;  In  mathematics  beyond  arith- 
metic ;  in  Latin  ;  in  Greek ;  in  modem  languages  ;  in  sciences.  (Statistics 
may  be  tabulated  or  given  as  other  matter.)  Discriminate  sharply  in  I  and 
II.  I  want  to  show  our  people  and  outsiders  what  we  are  doing  in  high 
school  and  college  work.  I  believe  we  have  more  and  better  schools  than 
were  ever  in  the  State  before.     But  let's  not  brag  ;  only  state  facts. 

IV.  Faculty  ;  names  and  departments  taugnt  by  each ;  closing  with  any 
.general  comment  that  may  be  of  interest. 

V.  Place  name  of  school  and  name  of  president  or  principal  at  head  of 
article,  and  postoffice. 

V.  Between  400  and  450  words — on  one  side  only  of  sheet — and  send  re- 
port not  later  than  November  15.  Enclose  catalogue  with  report,  and 
please  place  this  department  on  your  permanent  mailing  list.  A  copy  of 
the  Biennial  Report  will  be  mailed  to  each  school  reported. 

This  presentation  of  our  high  schools  and  colleges  will  make  a  valuable 
contribution  to  the  educational  history  of  the  State,  and  I  sincerely  trust 
you  will  carefully  and  promptly  comply  with  my  request  for  a  sketch  of 
your  school.  Yours  truly, 

J.  R.  PRESTON, 

State  Superintendent. 


174  Appendix. 


SEPARATE  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS. 


Prin.  or  Supt. 

Aberdeen G.  M.  Lovejoy 

Bay  St.  Louis Mrs.  M.  Amelia  Saucier 

Biloxi J.  L.  Ladd 

Brandon J.  K.  Griffith 

Brookhaven Miss  Lou  Lovell 

Canton   H.  J.  Iry 

Clarksdale J.  B.  Hopkins 

Coffeeville W.  D.  Shue 

Columbus , J.  M.  Barrow 

Corinth W.  J.  Lamb 

Crystal  Springs P.  M.  Tyler 

Durant G.  W.  Smith 

Greenville B.  B.  Bass 

Grenada S.  A.  Morrison 

Hattiesburg S.  H.  Shannon 

Hazlehurst G.  W.  Turner 

Holly  Springs W.  A.  Anderson 

luka H.  A.  Dean 

Jackson J.  C.  Hardy 

Kosciusko T.  U.  Sisson 

Lexington Dickey  Brothers 

Macon A.  C.  Mcintosh 

McComb W.  P.  Mixon 

Meridian A.  A.  Kincannon 

Natchez Wm.  H.  Ker 

Okolona T.  C.  Walton 

\joyK.n ••..•••••••.«.••    •••.•••••••••» tjT. Ji.»  xiamsay 

Oxford J.  G.  Wooten 

Pass  Christian J.  C.  Leger 

Port  Gibson Abbott 

Sardis J.  H.  Gardiner 

Senatobia Alex.  Crawford 

Starkville T.  G.  Sellers 

Summit Miss  C.  A.  Lamkin 

Tupelo W.  A.  Belk 

Vicksburg B.  W.  Wright 

Water  Valley L.  J.  Corbly 

Wesson B.  C.  Kavenscroft 

West  Point T.  J.  Woofter 

Winona W.  J.  Taylor 

Yazoo  City J.  C.  Brooks 


List  of  High  Schools  and  Colleges 


BY   COUNTIES. 


ADAMS. 


School.  Principal  or  President.  Postoffice. 

Davis  School  (female) Mrs.  I.  H.  Davis Natchez 

Devereux  Hall  (Catholic) Brother  Honorius Natchex 

St.  Joseph  Academy  (Catholic)  .  .Sister  M.  Gertrude Natchez 

Baptist  College  (colored) S.  H.  C.  Owen Natchez 

Jefferson  College J.  C.  Raymond Washington 

ALCORN. 

Corinth  Female  College Miss  Lena  Elgin Corinth 

Kossuth  High  School D.  A.  Hill Kossuth 

Jacinto  High  School J.  O.  Looney Jacinto 

Rienzi  School Mrs.  S.  S.  Page Rienzi 

AMITE. 

Gillsburg  Collegiate  Institute W.  K.  Nettles Gillsburg 

Liberty  Male  and  Female  College.  P.  L,  Marsalis Liberty 

Miss.  Male  and  Female  College . .  S.  S.  Nettles East  Fork 

BENTON. 

Ashland  Academy R.  L.  Bynum Ashland 

Hickory  Flat  Institute ,  Miss  J.  C.  Wade Hickory  Flat 

Hopewell  Academy Cass  Rose Saulsbuiy,  Tenn 

CALHOUN. 

Pittsboro  College B.  P.  Patterson Pittsboro 

Banner  College A.  A.  Newell Banner 

Calhoun  Industrial  Institute Miss  Josie  Steele Reid 

Slate  Springs  High  School J.  W.  Fox  Slate  Springs 

Chapel  Hill  High  School J.  B.  Clayton Big  Creek 

Well's  High  School D.  Ward Benela 

Hopewell  High  School J.  R.  Strain Hopewell 

CARROLL. 

Carrollton  Female  College Z.  T.  Leavell Carrolltou 

Carrollton  Male  Academy R.  B.  Smith Carrollton 

Jefferson  High  School W.  D.  Bene Jefferson 

Vaiden  Institute W.  W.  Woodson Vaiden 

Vaiden  High  School Prof.  Jenny Vaiden 
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CHICKASAW. 

Mississippi  Normal  College H.  6.  Abernethy Houston 

Bnena  Vista  High  School E.  A.  Smith Buena  Vista 

Houlka  High  School W.  A.  Wilkinson Houlka 

CHOCTAW. 

Chester  Normal  High  School ....  W.  H.  Smith Chester 

Ackerman  Normal  High  School  .  F.  M.  Mc Alister Ackerman 

Central  Mississippi  Institute J.  A.  Sanderson French  Camp 

CLAIBORNE. 

Port  Gibson  Female  College Miss  M.  E.  Compton Port  Gibson 

Chamberlain-Hunt  Academy ....  W.  C.  Guthrie Port  Gibson 

COPIAH. 

Gallman  High  School J.  H.  Anding Gallmai^ 

COVINGTON. 

Salem  High  School E.  E.  Robertson Salem 

Williamsbvrg  High  School J.  R.  Hemdon Williamsburg 

Mt.  Carmel  High  School J.  H.  Humphreys ...    Mt.  Carmel 

Hathom  High  School Miss  Annie  McLeod Hathom 

DcSOTO. 

Pleasant  Hill  Academy H.  L.  Kiester ....  ........  Pleasant  Hill 

Olive  Branch Miss  Pattie  Rodgers Olive  Branch 

Hernando  High  School J.  H.  Brooks Hernando 

FRANKLIN. 

Roxie  High  School W.  M.  Dunn Roxie 

Hamburg  High  School Alex.  Yates Hamburg 

Meadville  High  School J.  R.  Johnson Meadville 

GRENADA. 

Grenada  Collegiate  Institute T.  J.  Newell Grenada 

HARRISON. 

Pass  Christian  Institute H.  C.  Mayer ...    Pass  Christian 

Handsboro  College Mrs.  W.  G.  Henderson Handsboro 

hinds: 

Mississippi  College R.  A.  Venable Clinton 

Hillman  College  (Female.) Walter  Hillman Clinton 

Utica  High  School  . . Utica 

Edwards  Graded  School J.  A.  Ramsey Edwards 

ITAWAMBA. 

Tombigbee  Normal  School J.  C.  Benedict Fulton 

Oakland  Normal  Institute G.  A.  &  J.  T.  Holly Yale 

Pleasant  Ridge  Normal T.  L.  &  P.  A.  Gates Red  Bay,  Ala. 
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JACKSON. 

Moss  Point  Academy Morrison  Caldwell .Moss  Point 

JASPER. 

Montrose  High  School L.  D.  McLaurin Montrose 

Rose  Hill  Institute O.  Hunt Rose  HiU 

Pleasant  Hill  Institute J.  A.  Jourdan Alto 

Heidelberg  Institute E.  N.  Whittle Heidelberg 

Mount  Zion  Institute R.  H.  Hester Hamlet 

Hickory  Grove  Institute E.  A.  Denson P.  K. 

Lake  Como  Institute L.  L.  Denson Lake  Como 

Fellowship  Institute T.  E.  Waldrup Fellowship 

JEFFERSON. 

Fayette  High  School H.  M.  Quin Fayette 

Union  Church  High  School ...    .  C.  W.  Grafton Union  Church 

Fayette  Female  Academy Miss  Kate  Wharton Fayette 

KEMPER. 

Fahrvew  Male  and  Fem.  College. .W.  W.  Moore. .  .^ Binnsville 

LAFAYETTE. 

Paris  Normal  Academy M.  I.  Bass Paris 

Delay  High  School J.  D.  Brown Delay 

Tula  High  School C.  C.  Hughes TuU 

Lafayette  Springs  High  School. ..W.  A.  Boone Larayette  Springs 

Philadelphia  High  School W.  R.  Farrow Walton 

Bay  Springs  High  School Alonzo  Souter Oxford 

Abbeville  Normal  School K.  Harmon Abbeville 

Free  Springs  Academy T.  F.  Samuels ••«,  Harmantown 

Lake  View  High  School E.  T.  Keeton Glenville 

College  Hill  High  School M.  Caldwell College  Hill 

Clear  Creek  Academy H.  R.  Whitten Morganville 

Orwood  Institute John  L.  York Orwood 

LAUDERDALE. 

East  Mrssissippi  Female  College.  ..C.  W.  Anderson Meridian 

Meridian  Normal  College W.  E.  Johnston Meridian 

Cooper  Normal  College T.  F.  McBeath Daleville 

Pleasant  Hill  High  School W.  H.  Stinson Meridian 

Baird's  High  School W.  H.  Baird Meridian 

St.  Aloysius  Academy Father  Valley Meridian 

Marion  High  School W.  L.  Murray Mariqn 

LAWRENCE. 

Hebron  High  School F.  L.  Riley Hebron 

Lawrence  County  High  School... H.  I.  Bird Silver  Creek 

Monticello  Academy C.  B.  G.  Ross Monticello 

Bournham  Academy D.  A.  Scarborough Bournham 

Topisaw  Academy C.  A.  S.  Dawson Saulsbury 

Blountville  Academy R.  S.  Foster Blountville 

LEAKE. 

Roaten  Normal W.  C.  Roaten Walnut  Grove 

Carthage  High  School L.  M.  Cox Carthage 
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Shannon  High  School G.  T.  Howerton Shannon 

Verona  College L.  B.  Abell Verona 

Providence  College Furman  &  Abemathy Nettleton 

Saltillo  High  School Threldkeld  &  Kelly SaltiUo 

Guntown  High  School  Miss  Marie  Dalton Guntown 

Camp  Creek  High  School W.  R.  Brooks Corona 

LINCOLN. 

Little  Bahala  Institute J.  M.  Girault Wesson 

Grange  Hall  Graded  School E.  Green Caseyville 

Bogue  Chitto  High  School Miss  Bettie  Hardy Bouge  Chitto 

Adams  Graded  School M.  Smith Auburn 

Withworth  College    L.  T.  Fitzhugh Brookhaven 

LOWNDES.- 

Caledonia  Academy £.  T.  Lawrence Caledonia 

Rural  Hill  Academy J.  W.  Cooper Dow 

Crawford  High  School Miss  L.  A.  Carson Crawford 

Mahew  Academy M.  W.  Chapman Mayhew 

MADISON. 

Madison  High  School P.  B.  Bridges Madison 

Camden  Academy A.  N.  Grafton Camden 

MARION. 

Columbia  High  School W.  W.  Rivers Columbia 

Center  High  School Prof.  Sanderson Center 

MARSHALL. 

Kale  Tucker  Institute Mrs.  K.  E.  Tucker Byhalia 

Waverly  Institute E.  H.  Randle Byhalia 

Wall  Hill  Academy W.  P.  McCall Wall  Hill 

Reid  Institute S.  A.  Ellis Potts  Camp 

Ml.  Pleasant  Academy .». . .  John  Newhardt Mt.  Pleasant 

Malone  Female  College J.  W.  HonnoU. Holly  Springs 

Presbyterian  Female  College Mrs.  Slack   Holly  Springs 

Bethlehem  Academy Sisters  of  Charity Holly  Springs 

MONROE. 

Amory  High  School E.  E.  Cowley Amory 

MONTGOMERY. 

Duck  Hill  High  School H.  W.  Sanderson Duck  Hill 

Kilmichael  Graded  School W.N.  Lewis Kilmichael 

Poplar  Creek  Academy J.  W.  Armstrong Poplar  Creek 

NESHOBA. 

Philadelphia  High  School A.  J.  Parks Philadelphia 

Woodland  High  School C.  L.  McKay Hope 

Iron  Springs  Normal  Institute. .  .T.  H.  Oden Java 

Dixon  High  School Rolfe  Hunt Dixon 
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NEWTON. 

Decatur  College G.  T.  Hamilton .Decatur 

Centreville  Institute J.  S.  Scott Conehatta 

Newton  High  School J.  C.  Fant Newton 

Hickory  Institute W.  I,  Thames Hickory 

Greenwood  Institute W.  E.  Portis Union 

NOXUBEE. 

Macon  Female  Seminary. ...    ...  Mrs.  A.  E.  Buck Macon 

Shuqualak  College L.  M.  Stone Shuqualak 

Brooksville  High  School J.  O.  Glenn Brooksville 

OKTIBBEHA.I 

Starkville  Female  Institute T.  G.  Sellers Starkville 

PANOLA. 

Batesville B.  W.  Gowdy Batesville 

Central  Academy , Edgar  Barnes , Batesville 

Como  Academy A.  B.  Cooper Como 

Courtland  High  School Prof.  Oliver Courtland 

Jackson  Academy P.  W.  Lanier Pleasant  Grove 

Longtown  Academy M.  E,  Denton Longtown 

Pleasant  Grove  Academy John  L.  Strieker Pleasant  Grove 

Sullivant  High  School E.  M.  Elliott Courtland 

Humanity  High  Schoo  1 Mrs.  M.  R.  Williamson ........  Batesville 

PEARL-RIVER. 

Lumberton  High  School A.  L.  Summer Lumberton 

PIKE. 

Lea  Female  College C.  H.  Otken Summit 

Magnolia  College R.  P.  Mooie Magnolia 

Iron  Bridge  Academy Jesse  J.  Lee Walker's  Bridge 

Silver  Springs  Academy  -t^. Mrs.  A.  Finley Smithburg 

Tylertown  Normal  InstitOte J.  L.  Spence Tylertown 

Kavanaugh  College G.  W.  Lighty Holmesville 

PONTOTOC. 

Chickasaw  Female  College W,  V.  Frierson Pontotoc 

Pontotoc  Male  Academy C.  P.  Smith Pontotoc 

Mississippi  Normal  High  School,. W.  L.  Gideon Benbell 

Toccopola  College J.  W.  Furr Toccopola 

Mississippi  Normal  Institute ....  Xangston  &  Davis Sherman 

Plymouth  High  School Mrs.  Lizzie  Johnston Plymouth 

Thaxton  High  School Wm.  Mauldin Thaxton 

Cherry  Creek  Normal  High  Sch'L.J.  T.  Carter Cherry  Creek 

Algoma  High  School A.  J.  Helmes Algoma 

PRENTISS. 

Booneville  High  School W,  I.  Gibson Booneville 

Marietta  High  School W.  F.  Jourdan Marietta 

Blackland  High  School J.  A  Baker Blackland 

Geeville,  High  School L.  R.  Burress Geeville 
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RANKIN. 

Brandon  Female  College Miss  F.  A.  Johnson Brandon 

Steen's  Creek  Graded  School. . . .  J.  E.  Justice Steen's  Creek 

SCOTT. 

Pulaski  High  School J.  L.  Grundy Pulaskt 

Hammond  High  School B.  F.  Beauchamp Hammond 

Forest  Academy S.  B.  Curtis Forest 

Lake  Academy. W.  F.  Lambert Lake 

Goldin  High  School C.  L.  Welsh Damascus 

Harperville  College C.  A.  Huddleston Harperville 

SIMPSON. 

Williamsburg  High  School H.  L.  Whitfield WiUiamsburg 

TALLAHATCHIE. 

Tallahatchie  Normal  High  School.  J.  S.  Thornton Oakland 

Cascilla  Academy Prof.  Baker Cascilla 

Harrison  High  School L.  Kohlheim Harrison 

Charleston  High  School J.  D.  Choate Charleston 

TATE. 

Coldwater  High  School A.  H.  Todd Coldwater 

Arkabutla  High  School T.  H.  Porter Arkabutla 

Strayhorn  Academy S.  F.  Clayton Strayhorn 

Thyatira  High  School J.  A.  Wooten £ckle& 

Tyro  Academy Ira  G.  Allen Tyro- 

TIPPAH. 

Ripley  High  School Smith  and  Walker Ripley 

Blue  Mountain  College W.  T.  Lowrey Blue  Mountain 

UNION. 

Poplar  Springs  Normal Langston,     Hatcher    and 

Mitchell Poplar  Springs 

New  Albany  High  School Wells  and  Bacot New  Albany 

Blue  Springs  Normal  College ....  Partee  and  Cornelius Blue  Springs 

Ellistown  High  School R.  M.  Frasier Ellistown 

Gallway  High  School. J.  M.  Grisham Gallway 

WARREN. 

Mary  LeGrand  Institute D.  A.  Cohran Vicksburg 

St.  Aloysius  Commercial  College Vicksburg 

St.  Francis  Xavier  College Vicksburg 

WEBSTER. 

Walthall  High  School Howard  H.  Clark Walthal 

Bellefontaine  Graded  H'h  School. W.  M.  Dalton Bellefontaine 

Cumberland  Normal  School J.  E.  Brown Cumberland 

Eupora  High  School D.  Harmon Eupora 

Mathiston  Academy S.  S.  Steele Mathiston 
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WILKINSON. 

McGehee  College H.  W.  Featherston Woodville 

WINSTON. 

Winston  Normal J.  T.  McBeath Plattsburg 

Louisville  Normal G.  F.  Bovd Louisville 

Rural  Hill  High  School L.  L.  Brewer.   Rural  Hill 

Webster  High  School Walter  Spiva Webster 

Beth  Eden  College Beth  Eden 

YALOBUSHA. 

Wallthall  Institute , .  G.  W.  Christian Coffeeville 

Garner  High  School   L.  B.  Hutchinson Garner 

Oakland  High  School Prof.  Hines Oakland 

Sylva  Ren  a  High  School J.  P.  Bingham Water  Valley 

Camp  Ground  School Prof.  Tankersly.    Air  Mount 

Pine  Valley  Academy.    J.  L.  Nations Pine  Valley 

YAZOO. 

Benton  High  School F.  >.  Moore Benton 

Deasonville  High  School   R.  Gildart Deasonville 

Mechanicsburg  School Chas.  Parks Mechanicsburg 

Midway  High  School W.  G.  Burkhead Evans 

Phoenix  High  School   ... Phoenix 

Yellow  Academy   J.  R.  GuUedge Vaughans» 


County  Superintendents. 


ruary,  1 092.  uary,  1 090. 

Adams J.  W.  Henderson  ...  .J.  W.  Henderson Natchez. 

Alcorn J*  ^-  Burges J.  R   Reynolds Corinth. 

Amite Geo.  A.  McGehee Geo.  A.  McGehee ....  Liberty. 

Attala T.  J  Fowler T.  J.  Fowler  Kosciusko. 

Benton L.  E.  Lipford L.  E.  Lipford Ashland. 

Bolivar Fred.  Clark N.  B.  Scott Rosedale. 

Calhoun J.  A.  Sugg J.  A.  Sims Pittsboro. 

Carroll J.  D.  Colmery B   F.  Riley Carrollton. 

Chickasaw J.  A.  Wilkinson J.  A.  Wilkinson Houston. 

Choctaw W.  M.  Dalton* V.  J.  Bell Chester. 

Claiborne J.  N.  Brashear C.  K.  Regan Port  Gibson. 

Clarke H.G.Hawkins   ..    .. Alex  Trotter. Quitman. 

Clay Jno.  A.  Stevens  .  B.F.Owen    West  Point. 

Coahoma N.  W.  Lea N.  W.  Lea    Friars  Point. 

Copiah A.  A    Lomax R.  E.  A.  Stuart   Hazlehurst. 

Covington N.   B.  Holcomb.      .    .N.  B.   Holcomb    . . .  .:Williamsburg. 

De  Soto Wm.  H  Johnston   . .   L.  J.  Farley   Hernando. 

Franklin J.  P.  Jones J   P.  Jones .Meadville. 

Greene L  E.  Bieland I.  E.   Breland   Leakesville. 

Grenada    R.  T.  Payne. R.  T.  Payne  Grenada. 

Hancock Geo.  M.  Holcomb. , . .  A.  G.  Stevenson  Bay  St.  Louis. 

Harrison CD.  Lancaster       .  . .  J.  L    Ladd Mississippi  City 

Hinds C.S.  North C.  S.  North   Raymond. 

Holmes G.  T.  Hamilton C  C.  Swinney Lexington. 

Issaquena   J    P.  Kershaw Jno.  W.  Balfour Mayersville. 

Itawamba A.   B.  Newton J.  M.  Weaver Fulton. 

Jackson H,  L.  Howze H.  L.  Howze   Moss  Point. 

Jasper L.  L.  Denson S.  F.  Thigpen Paulding. 

Jefferson J.  Rives  Wade J.  Rives  Wade Fayette. 

Jones E.  J.  Taylor E.  J.  Taylor Ellisville. 

Kemper J.  H.  Currie.    ...    . . .  A,  G.  Graham DeKalb. 

Lafayette. . C.  A.  McCharen  .   . . .  C.  A.  McCharen Oxford. 

Lauderdale J.  M.  McBeath C.  D.  Thompson.    . . . Meridian. 

Lawrence B.  D  Bishop B.  D.  Bishop Monticello. 

Leake J.  F.  Williams J.  F.  Williams Carthage. 

Lje F.  H.  Mitts F.  H.  Mitts Tupelo, 
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Leflore .....    . 

Lincoln 

Lowndes 

Madison  ...«  . 

Marion 

Marshall .... 

Monroe 

Montgomery, 

Neshoba 

Newton  .... 
NoKubee .... 
Oktibbeha.   . 

Panola 

Pearl  River. 

Perry 

Pike 
Pontotoc .... 

Prentiss 

Quitman...  . 

Rankin 

Scott 

Sharkey 

Simpson 

Smith 

Sunflower., . . 
Tallahatchie. 

Tate 

Tippah 

Tishomingo, . 

Tunica 

Union 

Wan-en 

Washington.. 

Wayne 

Webster 

Wilkinson . . . 

Winston 

Yalobusha... 
Yazoo 


.A.  McC.  Kimbrough 
,E.  Smith 

W.  L.  Lipscomb 
.  W.  J.  Mhoon. ., 
.  F.  F.  Rankin    . . 

S.  W.  Muilins. . . 

E.  P.  Thompson. 
.  W.  E.  Simpson. . 
.W.  D.Hitt.  ... 
.Eugene  Carleton 

S.  M.  Thomas  .  . 
,  L.  A.   Fort 

J.  L.  McGehee. 
.  J.  L.  Bonner. . . . 
,  R.  Ferguson. . . . 
,  W.  P.  Mixon* 

I).  C.  M.  Bigham 
.J.  B.  Sanders   . . 

F.  M,  Hamblet 

E.  Jack 

S.  H.  Kirkland. 

J.  Kirkman*. . . . 
,  T.  R.  Gowan . . . 
.T.  J.  Watkins,. 
,  E.  C.  Orrick.  . .. 

H.  M.  Morrison. 

J.  F.  Dean 

C.  M.  Thurmond 
, F.  T.  Carmack.. 
Z.  T.  White.... 

.G.  L.  Jones 

H.  T.  Moore  . . . 

S.  Archer 

Truman  Gray . . . 
,  F.  G.  SwindoU . . 
.T.  W.  Brown... 
A.  H.  Foster. . . 
W.  T.  Wynn. . . . 
W.  R.  McCutchen 


.  B.  G.  Humphreys   . . .  Greenwood. 

.J.  M.  Girault..; Brookhaven. 

.  W.  L.  Lipscomb Columbus. 

.  W.  B.  Jones Canton. 

.  R.  E.  Silverstien.  ....Columbia. 

.S.  W.  MuUios Holly  Springs, 

.  C.  L.  Tubb Aberdeen. 

.  W .  E   Simpson Winona. 

.C.  L.  McKay Philadelphia. 

T.  J.  Reynolds Decatur. 

.S.  M.Thomas Macon. 

.  W.  H.  Miller   Starkville. 

.  J.  L   McGehee Sardis. 

.  W.  C.  Anderson Poplarville, 

R.  Ferguson Augusta. 

.  J.  S.  Lamkin Magnolia, 

D.  C,  M.  Bigham Pontotoc. 

.  E.  T.  Tyra * .  Booneville. 

.T.  J.  Williams Belen. 

E.  Jack Brandon. 

.  A.  B.  Triplett Forest. 

.  J.  S.  Joor Rolling  Fork. 

.  T.  R.  Gowan Westville. 

J.  A.  Huff. Raleigh. 

.  W.  B.  Martin ....  ...  Indianola. 

.  H.  M.  Morrison Charlestoiu 

.  J.  F.  Dean Senatobia. 

C.  M.  Thurmond Ripley. 

.  F.  T.  Carmack luka. 

.Z.  T.  White Tunica. 

.G.  L.  Jones., New  Albany. 

.  H.  T.  Moore Vicksburg. 

.  S.  Archer Greenville. 

. W.  E.  Lloyd Waynesboro. 

.  W.  B.  Walker Walthall. 

J.  M.  Fly Woodville. 

L.  H.  Hopkins Louisville. 

.  W.  T.  Wynn Coffeeville. 

.  W.  R.  McCutchen Yazoo  City. 


♦Choctaw — V.  J.  Bell;    Issaquena — ^J.  W.  Balfour;  Sunflower — W.  B.  Martin; 
Pike — J.  S.  Lamkin  ;  Sharkey — S.  W.  Langford,  served  part  of  the  time. 
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ASSESSED  YALVATIOV  OF  ALL  PROPEBTT, 

REAL  AND   PERSONAL. — (AUDITOR'S   REPORT,    189I.) 


Counties. 


Adams. 
Alcorn . 
Amite. . 
Attala. . 
Benton. 


Bolivar 

Calhoun . . 
Carroll  ... 
Chickasaw 
Choctaw . . 


Claiborne. 
Clarke   .. 

Clay 

Coahoma. 
Copiah . . . 


Covington 
DeSoto  . . 
Franklin  . , 
Greene .  . . 
Grenada. . , 


Hancock.. 
Harrison 

Hinds 

Holmes  . . 
Issaquena 

Itawamba 
Jackson  .. 

Jasper 

Jefferson  . 
Jones 


Kemper.... 
Lafayette . . 
Lauderdale. 
Lawrence. . 
Leake 


Lee 

Leflore.  . 
Lincoln. . 
Lowndes. 


Madison 
Marion.  . 
Marshall , 


$  4,550^475 

1,590,417 
2.232.859 

2,241,490 

729,411 

4,525.999 
1,233,405 
2,327,143 
2,099,940 

928.991 

2,241,537 
1,675,667 

2,180,535 

2,553,018 

4,372,194 

684,786 
2,624,051 
1,014,541 

601,470 
1,926,189 

1,673,125 

2,586,599 
6,968,598 

4  067,025 

1,622,146 

803,763 
r,530,8r>.3 
1,203,162 

1,637,953 
1,164,215 

1,869,055 
2.412,518 

6,376,572 
1,185,348 
1,421,3791 

2,255,850 

2,531,364 
2,185,634 

3,864,155 

3,411,242 
1,467,747 
3,041,857 


$  2370 
1738 
2356 
3110 

1331 

2290 
2033 
2999 

2495 
1581 

2475 
1985 

2274 
1400 

3738 

1140 

3127 
1601 

483 
2062 

1 124 
1172 

5045 
3976 
1675 

1795 
1491 

2628 

1213 


$  3428 

2899 

4778 

533^ 
2522 

2955 
327^ 
5014 

3559 
3322 

4432 
2603 

3232 


2450 

950 

4051 

1675 

1957 

2611 

2472 
2155 

3315 

3301 
1429 

3191 


7740 

2126 

5350 
2768 

376 

3594 

2096 
2098 
8456 
6494 
1491 

3575 
2046 

3782 

4762 

2360 

4572 

5174 
6136 

344& 
3990 

4904 
2535 


4310 

5266 
2500 
5936 


Appendix. 


485 


ASSESSED  VALUATION  OF  PROPERTY— Continued. 


I  ■.■ 


P 


Monroe 

Montgomery. 

Neshoba 

Newton 


Noxubee.  . 
Oktibbeha . 

Panola 

Pearl- River. 


Perry. . . . 
Pike  . . . . 
Pontotoc 
Prentiss. . 
Quitman, 


Rankin. . 
Scott . . . 
Sharkey. 
Simpson 
Smith . . . 


Sunflower. . . 
Tallahatchie 

Tate 

Tippah   . . . . 
Tishomingo  . 


Tunica 

Union 

Warren  . . . . 
Washington 
Wayne 


Webster*. 
Wilkinson. 
Winston   . 
Yalobusha 
Yazoo   . . . 


Counties. 


Valuation. 


3,874,047 

1,876,875 

773»6i8 

1,789,041 

3»  755*281 
1,617,708 
4*354,084 

1,127.593 

1,233,  H7 
2,459,025 

1,333, '84 
1,343.602 

1,073,368 

1,965,095 
1,196,871 

1,592,814 
647,566 
794,622 

1,589,646 
2,010,250 

2,551.859 
968,715 
762,468 

1,416,231 
1,323,828 
6,678,238 
7,142,808 

971,513 

992,299 
2,053,686 

878.452 
1,960,776 
5,368*663 


Polft. 
1890. 


3947 
1910 

1535 
2071 

3199 
2018 

3600 

401 

1094 
2568 
2122 
1912 

451 

2191 
^722 
1264 

1392 
1311 

1670 
2096 
2662 
1678 
1 176 

1572 
2178 

4925 
3770 

1253 

3354 
2470 
1596 
2204 
4486 


Polls. 
1891! 


5132 
3716 

2743 
4268 

4524 
2940 

5366 

712 

1242 

5087 
4051 

3870 

334 

4732 
3126 
1762 

147  » 
2435 

2226 
3400 

5474 
2868 
2283 

2325 
4492 
4942 
25a8 
2340 

1753 
4224 

3015 
4160 

6360 


♦Webster  collected  a $2  poll  tax  in  1890. 
t Polls  reported  up  to  March,  1892. 
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Statistics  of  public  schools  from  1871  to  1892 3-5 

Synopsis  of  statistics,  i889-'96 6 

Synopsis  of  statistics,  i89C>-*9i 7-8 

Statistics  of  separate  school  districts,  i890-*9i 9 

Report  of  State  Superintendent 1 1-45 

i889-'90. 

Index  of  statistical  tables 49 

Statistical  tables  of  i889-'90 50-67 

Superintendents'  financial  reports  (by  counties) 68-85 

County  treasurers'  annual  reports 84-100 

i890-'9i. 

Index  of  Tables 103 

Statistical  Tables 104-135 

Financial  Reports  of  County  Superintendents 136-15 1 

County  Treasurers'  Annual  Reports 152-167 

Township  Funds — reported  by  treasurers. 1 68-1 71 

Table  XII,  County  Levy,  per  capita  expenditures,  Auditor's  list  of 

educable  children,  population  of  counties  by  races* 172-173 

Explanatory  notes  of  county  school  finances 174-179 

Circular  Letter  and  Superintendents*  Narrative  Reports 180-298 

Narrrative  reports  of  high  schools  and  colleges  (alphabetical)  . . .-.  299-362 

Separate  School  Districts — narrative  reports  (alphabetical) 363-406 
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Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College 429 

Industrial  Institute  and  College 437 

Alcorn  A,  and  M.  College  (colored) 442 

Tougalo  University  (colored) 444 
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Text-book  adoptions  of  1890 457-466 

State  uniform  examination,  October  1891 468 

Principals  of  separate  school  districts 474 

Principals  or  presidents  of  high  schools  and  colleges  (by  counties)  475-481 

*The  total  assessed  valuation  of  counties,  as  given  in  this  table,  was  fur- 
nished by  county  superintendents,  and  contains  many  inaccuracies.  Im- 
mediately preceding  this  index  is  a  correct  table  of  tatal  valuations,  and 
also  of  the  polls  collected  in  each  county  in  1890 — and  in  1891 — up  to 
March  ist,  1892. 


